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XN TnU SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



MESSAGE 



PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



To Seriate resolution of February 4, 1893, relative to the draft of an un- 
completed treaty with Sawaii. 



To the Senate: 

I transmit, herewith, as desired by the resolution of the Senate of the 
4tli instant, a report from the Secretary of State of the 6th instant, with 
its accompanying correspondence, in relation to the draft of an uncom- 
pleted treaty with Hawaii, made in 1854, 

Bekj. Haeeison. 
JEsBCUTiTE Mansion, 

Washington, February 6, 1893. 



The President: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the 4th instant requesting the President, " if in his opinion it 
is not inconsistent with the public interests, to send to the Senate the 
draft of a treaty, negotiated in 1854, but not completed, between the 
plenipotentiaries of the United Stat<3S and the Kingdom of Hawaii, 
mth the coiTCspondence between the two Governments relating to said 
negotiation," hastlie honor to transmit herewith a copy of the draft in 
question, together with copies of the correspoudeuce referred to. 

Eespeetfnlly submitted. 

John W. PosTEit. 

DBPABl'SiBNT OP StATB, 

Wanliington, February 6, 1893. 
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2 . UNCOMPLETED TREATY WITH HAWAIL 

List of aceiympaitying papers. 

1. Mr. Marcy to Mr. Gregg, April 4, 1834, No. 6. 

2. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marey, July 26, 1854, No. 48. 

3. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Matey, August 7, 1854, No. 51. 

4. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy, September 15, 1854, No. 52. 

(Copy of tne treaty draft accompanies Mr. Gregg's dispiit<;h No. 52 of September 
15, 1854, included here.) 

5. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy, October 2, 18S4, No. 54. 

6. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy, December 19, 1864, No, 61. 

7. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Mascy, December 29, 1864, No. 64. 

8. Mr. Marcy to Mr. Gregg, January 31, 1855, No, 12, 



Mr. Marcy to Mr. Gregg, 

ISTo. 6.] Department of State, 

Washington, April 4, 18S4, 

Sib : In your general instructions you were furnished with the views 
of this Government in regard to any change in tliepolitii^al affairs of tbe 
Sandwich Islands. The President was aware, when those iustruetions 
were prepared, that the question of transferring the sovereignty of thc^e 
islands to the United States had been raised, and fevorably received, by 
many influential individuals residing therein. It was foreseen that at 
some period, not far distant, such a change would take place, and that 
the Hawaiian Islands would -come under the protectorate of or be traus- 
ferred to some foreign power. You were informed that' it was not the 
policy of the United States to accelerate such a change; but if, in the 
, course of events, it became unavoidable, this Government would much 
prefer to acquire the sovereignty of th^e islands for the United States, 
rathw than to see it transfened to any other power. If any foreign con- 
nection Is to be formed, the geographical position of these islands indi- 
cates that it should be with us. Oiir commerce with them tax exceeds 
that of all other countries; our citizens are embarked in the most 
important business concerns of that country, and some of them hold 
important public positions. In view of the large American interests 
there established and the intimate commercial relations existing at this 
time it might well be regarded aa the daty of this Government to pre- 
vent these islands from becoming the appendage of any other toreign 
power. 

It appears by your dispatches lately received at this Department 
that the ruling authorities of the Hawaiian Government have become 
convinced of fiieir iuability to sustain themselves any longer as an in- 
dependent State, and are prepared to throw themselves upon our pro- 
tection or to seek incorporati>>n into our political system. Fears are 
entertained by those who fevor such a measure that if the United 
States should manifest a disinclination to receive the proftfered sover- 
eignty of this fountry, the people would seek elsewhere a less desira- 
ble connection, or be given over to anarchy. 

The information contained in your last dispatch, No. 10, dated the 
7th of February, renders it highly probable that the ruling powers of 
that Govenmieiit will have presented to yon, as our diplomatic agent, 
an offer of the sovereignty of their country to the United States. The 
President has deemed it proper that you should be furnished with in- 
structions for the guidance of your conduct in such an emergency. 
With this dispatch you will be furnished with a full power to treat with 



d by Google 



UNCOMPLETED TREATY WITH HAWAII. 3 

the present aiithoritiea of the Hawaiian Government for the transfer 
of the Sandwich Islands to the United States, This can only be done 
by a convention or treaty, which will not be valid until it is ratified by 
the Senate of the United States. 

No intimation has ever been given to this Goveriunent as to the 
terms or 'conditions which will be likely to be annexed to the tender of 
the sovereignty. It is presumed, however, that something more than 
a mere protectorate is contemplated. A protectorate tendered to and 
accepted by the United States would not change the sovereignty of 
the country. In that case this Go\ eniraent would take ui>on itself 
lieavy and responsible duties, for which it could hardly expect compen- 
sating advantages, 

I understand that the measure proposed by the people, and that in 
which the present rulers are disposed to concur, is " annexation " as 
distinguished from protection; and that it is their intention that these 
islands shall become a part of our Territories and be under the control 
of this Government as iiiHy as any other of its territorial possessions. 
la any eonventiou you may make it is expected that the rights to be 
acquired by the United States should be clearly defined. 

Should the sovereignty of these islands be transferred to the United 
States, the present Government would, as a matter of course, be super- 
seded, or, at least, be subjected to the Federal authority of this coun- 
try. 

It is reasonable to anticipate that the present rulers and chiefs would 
es-imit that some provision would be made as compensation to them 
for the surrender of their political position. This provision could not 
be, as I conceive, any other than a pecuniary allowanc*. In this re- 
spect the United States would manifest toward them a liberal spirit. 
Annuities to the amount of $100,000 to be distributed in such manner 
as they would prefer might be secured to them in the treaty. 

In the convention you may make, you are authorized to provide in 
the amplest manner for the security of individual property eis held at 
the time of the transfer of the sovereignty, but the reservation of po- 
litical rights or pririleges in behalf of individuals would be inconsist- 
ent with the political power which it is proposed to vest in the United 
States. 

If yon should succeed in making a treaty transferring the islands to 
the United States, it is advisable that it should receive the ratification 
of the Hawaiian Government before it is sent here for tlie consideration 
of the President and the Senate. You are directed to induce that Gov- 
emiiient to send on one or more persons at the same time the treaty is 
forwarded, clothed with full powei's to assent to any modifications of it 
which may here be made. In view of the great uncertainty as to the 
terms by wliich the cession of the sovereignty of the islands may be 
encumbered the carrjing out of this suggestion is deemed to be of 
gi'eat importance. 

I have good reason to beheve that some of the leading powers of 
Euroi>e would be very unwilling to see the Sandwich Islands become a 
part of the United States, and, if an opportunity occurred, would en- 
deavor to defeat any negotiation for that purpose. This consideration 
and othi-ra, make it importiint that you should bring it to a close as ex- 
jiedttioiisly as possible. The treaty should be here in time to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate at its present session. 
1 am, etc., 

W. h. Maeoy. 
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Mr. Oregg to Mr. Marey, 

No. 48.] liEGATION OF THE UhITED STATES, 

Honolulu, July 36, 1854. 

SiE : The Hawaiian cabinet lias determined, at length, that it will 
not do to allow much longer delay in bringing to a close arraogementa 
for annexation. On the 17th a meetlBg was hSd, at which Prince Alex- 
ander was present, when it was agreed that the minister of foreign 
relations should immediately proceed, if possible, to arrange and sign 
a treaty to be submitted to the Ein g for ratification, Mr. Wyllie called 
on me the next day, and we Lave since had several contferenceSj bat 
without as yet arriving at any definite result. The difficulty, 1 appre- 
hend, is that more will be demanded, in the way of consideration, etc., 
than ought to be yielded. It is probable that by the next mail it will 
be in my power to communicate something more definite than I am 
now able to do. I have the assurance of Mr. Wyllie that, so far as he 
is concerned, there shall be no occasion to complain of further procras- 
tination, and I can not doubt that he is in earnest. Prince Alexander 
-is responsible for all past delay, and he will not hesitate to incur the 
responsibility of still more, unless hismind is brought to the conviction 
which everyone else entertains, that it is impossible for him ever to 
wear a crown. He evidently sees that the existing Government is in 
danger, and wishes to be in a condition to escape it when the crisis 
comes, but tu>pes strongly that it may be averted. If a treaty is Mice 
signed he will not oppose its ratification directly and openly, but 
strive to postpone it to the last moment compatible with safety. 

I am convinced that a revolution will soon take place if a treaty of 
annexation is not concluded. The foreign residents, especially Ameri- 
cans, are becoming impatient under the present state of things, and 
will not be disposed to endure much longer the feebleness and in- 
efficiency of the Government, They have jjower enough in their hands, 
if they act in concert, to do anything they wish, and in a single week 
could subvert the trhrone and establish a republic upon its ruins. 

A combined British and French squadron of seven vessels — ^three 
English and four French — arrived here on the 17th from Callao, having 
made the passage from Nukuhiva in fourteen day^. Its appearance 
created quite an excitement among all classes of people. On Saturday 
the English frigate Pigwe joined the fleet, making eight vessels in all, 
as follows : The IMgates President and Piqve, the sloop AmphUrite, and 
the steamer Virago (British), under the command of Rear -Admiral 
David Price; the frigates La Forte and UEuriddce, the corvette JJArte- 
mise, and the brig DoUigado (French), commanded by Eear-Admiral 
Febvrier des Pointes. On Tuesday they all sailed in a northwesterly 
direction. I could not learn satisfactorily who was the commanding 
officer of the entire squadron, as the English and French accounts 
differed materially on that point, though I presume it can not be 
doubted that Admiral Price is the official senior of Admiral des Pointes. 
It is erident that no great harmony of feeling exists between the differ- 
ent portions of the fleet, and I learn from pretty good authority that a 
separation will soon be deemed expedient. 

On Friday the two ailmirala and their officers had an audience at the 
palace which was marked by a circumstance that ought to be mentioiied. 
After the usual courtesies, addresses, etc., were over, the French ad- 
miral, OB tke suggestion of Mons. Ferrin, said to the King, through 
an interpreter, that he hoped there was no thought of alienating the 
Boveieignty of the Kingdom, as such a thing would lead to difficulty 
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and perhaps war with England and France, which it would be for the 
interest of His Majesty to avoid. The King made no reply whatever. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

David L. Geegg. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marog. 

Ko. 51.] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, August 7, 1831. 
SiE ; I am only able co write briefly by the mail which goes this after- 
noon, being much debilitated by an attack of sickness &om which I am 
jnst convalescent. 

The government here rests on a volcano. Its subversion is within 
the power of the foreign residents, and I am prepared to witness an 
outbreak at any moment. The diasatis^ction with the present state 
of things is daily increasing, and a crisis of some sort is inevitable. 

On Tuesday evening last there was an intense alarm among the na- 
tive population, on account of the supposed presence of "filibusters." 
The tioops were called out and remained under arms all night. The 
apprehension seems to have been excited by the discovery of a box of 
pistols among some goods landed at the custom-house. 

I have succeeded in arranging the terms of a treaty of annexation 
with the minister of foreign relations, which meets the approval of the 
Crown Prince and cabinet. But it is not yet signed, and I am unable 
to give you any assurance that it will be immediately completed. The 
pretense of delay is the supposed necessity of consulting the King, 
which for some time has been impossible, on account of His Majesty's 
illness. 

The great difficulty I had to encounter was the inveterate prejudice 
of the Hawaiian authorities against a territorial form of government, 
which could not be overcome. Finding it impossible to provide other- 
wise, I finally consented to agree to the admission of the islands as a 
State, as soon as it could be done in conformity ivith the principles and 
requirements of the Federal Constitution, leaving the existing laws, so 
far as they are republican and consistent with such Constitution, in full ■ 
tbrce and effect in the meantime. 

There was also much controversy as to the extent of consideration. 
The Government absolutely refused to list«n to anything short of an- 
nuities to the extent of 8300,000, and I finally yielded to the sine qita 
noil which they presented, with the xmderstanding that it was solely 
ad referendmn. 

I liad intended to send you a copy of the treaty as agreed on, for in- 
formation, but I have been altogether unequal to the task of making it 
in time for the present mail. 

I have notified the minister of foreign relations that there must be 
a speedy diplomatical conclusion of our negotiations^ and expressed the 
view that any fui'ther delay wOI be iuconsisteiit with the position of 
the Government of the United States in the transaction. He assents 
to the propriety of my representations, and promises to spare no efforts 
to bring about the signature of the treaty. 

I may therefore express the hope that a final result will soon be at- 
taiued. But I fear the occurrence of a state of things which will place 
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me in some embarrassment. TUere is reason to believe that Tipoa the 
ratification of the treaty there will he a desire and a necessity/ of an im- 
mediate transfer of the sovereignty of the islands to the United States 
in order to guard against pressing danger. If sach a ciisis occurs I 
shall deem myself justified in accepting a provisional transfer, subject 
to the provisions of the treaty, or such arrangements as may be finally 
made by the two parties. This, I have no doubt, woold be decisive as 
to the influences hereafter to prevail in the archipelago, whatever 
might be the view of our Government aa to the cession. A flood of 
emigration would pour in from CaUfornia the moment our flag was 
raised, sufficient to put a check upon all flitare British and French pre- 



Yesterday I had an audience at the palace for the oificers of the St. 
Mary. The King was unable to be present, owing to his illness, but he 
was represented by the Kuhina iTui, who always stands in his place 
when he can not perform his functions. 

The British consul-general has demanded a personal audience of 
the King, to communicate to him certain views of his Government, 
which will take place as soon as His Majesty is recovered. 
I havCj etc., 

David L. Geegq. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

"JSo. 52.] Legation op the United States, 

Honolulu, September 15, 18Si. 

The negotiations for annexation are in the same condition as when 
my dispatch (So. 61) of the 7th instant was written. On Saturday 
last the cabinet had an audience of the King and laid before him a 
copy of the treaty in the Hawaiian language, and through Mr. Arm- 
strong, as interpreter, explained it in all its particulars. He expressed 
himself satisfied, as I am advised, but stated that he wished to consult 
particularly with a few of his chiefs before final action was taken. Un- 
fortunately he has since been in such a state of infirmity as to be able 
t<> consult with no one, and it is difficult to predict when his present fit 
of illness will terminate. 

I have insisted upon the immediate signature of the treaty, and Mr. 
WyUie admits that, according to diplomatic usage, there should be no 
further delay. In my last dispatch I stated that I had notified him 
that the negotiations must be at once concluded. I have since ad- 
dressed him a letter to the same effect, setting forth strongly the reasons 
which induced me to take this coarse. A copy of it is herewith in- 
closed for your information. Its representations I considered would 
have an important bearing in bringing matters to an issue, and I still 
think this will be the effect. I hope I did not go further than the 
President wiU be willing to approve. The peculiar circumstances 
which exist seemed to demand a strong expression on my part, with 
all the incidental references and suggestions which are employed. I 
acted with regard te what I supposed to be the peculiar exigencies of 
the times, and it has been intimated to me that my course will probably 
contribute to hasten matters to a conclusion. 

I forward also a copy of the treaty, the terms of which were finally 
settled between Mr. Wyllie and myself on the 19th ultimo. I have al- 
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ready informed you of the utter impossibility of snch provisions as I 
deeired in the second and eighth articles. As they stand thpy will be 
regarded as ad r^erendum so far as the United States are concerned, 
This, of course, was the only ground upon which X could place my as- 
sent to t.hem, especially the last. From the protocols, which are not 
yet all in a condition to be copied for transmission, the true character 
of the negotiation and its embarrassing cireomstances will more fully 
appear. I shall probably be able to send them by the next mail. 

The provisions of the separate article were made a matter of positive 
demand by the Hawaiian cabinet. I refnsed to incorporate them into 
the body of the treaty, because they contemplate an object which, if 
effected at all, must be brought about before any flnal ratification can ' 
take place. The ratiftcation of the treaty by this Government would 
undoubtedly quell any dietnrbances that might arise from Ameri3an 
sources, but a conditional cession, as contemplated by such article, 
would forever practically settle all questions as to future influence and 
jurisdiction. The moment our flag was raised a flood of immigration 
from California would pour in, sufficient, at least, to make the islands 
thoroughly American and to secure an equitable and fair arrangement 
if the terms of the present trea^ty are deemed unsatisfactory. 

The return of Judge Lee from the island of Maui is expected in a 
few days. It was ttirough his persuasions that the King made ad- 
vances for annexation, and his influence with the chiefs and native 
population generally is greater than that of any man on the islands. 
I learn that he objects to the second article of the treaty on the 
ground that he does not thint it provides explicitly enough for a State 
government. In this respect I have gone to the utmost limit of what, 
in my judgment, the Oonstitution allows, and if his advice leads this 
Government to exact impracticable conditions I shall, of course, be 
fully prepared to reject them. 

The British consul-general has advised this Government that he will 
not, for the present, seek the audience which lie formerly demanded, 
as I advised you in my last dispatch. 

The ettect of the publications in the Kew York Daily Tribune of July 
20 has been unibrtunate here in giving to the British consul-general 
weapons to fight against the United States. I regret very much that 
any opportunity should have occurred at this juncture to confirm, in. 
the minds of the Hawaiiaus, the false impressions which are constantly 
sought to be created in regard to our purposes and policy. If the pres- 
ent negotiations fall through I shall attribute it almost entirely to the 
effect of such publications as that of the Tribune and other papers of 
like chavacter. 

I have, etc., 

David L. (iREGG. 



His Majesty the King of tlie Hawaiian Islands, being couvinoed that plnns have 
beeu, ftud. still are, oil foot hostile to his sovereigaty and to the peaee of his King- 
dom, -mliieh. Hia Majestj' ia wiljiout power to resiet, and againat which it is his im- 
perative duty to provide, in order to prevent the evils of anarohy and to secure the 
rights and prosperity of his snbjeets, and having in conscientious regard thereto, as 
well as to the general interests of his Kingdom, present and future, sought to incor- 
porate his Kingdom into the Union of the United States, as the means heat calcu- 
lated to attain these ends and perpetuate the blessings of freedom and ec^nal rights 
to himself, his ohielS, and his people; and the Government of the United States, 
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being actuated solely by the Sesire to adU to their aecTirity and prosperity and to 
meet the wislies of His Majesty, the King of the Hawiian iBlauds, and of his Govern- 
ment, have detevmined to accomplish by treaty objects so important to their mntnal 
and permanent welfaie. 

For that purpose Hia M^iesty Kamehameha III, King of the Hawaiian Islands, 
haagrantedl^llpowersandinstonctionsto Robert Crichton Wy Hie, esquire, his min- 
ister of foreign relatione, his secretary at war and of the navy, member of his privy 
council of state, member of the house of nobles, and chairman of the commis- 
sioners of his privy purse; and the President of the United States has invested 
with like powers David Lawrence Gregg, e«c[nire, commissioner of said States to 
the said Kingdom; and the siud plenipotentiatieB, after exchanging theit full pow- 
ers, have agreed to Itud coududed the following iirticles : 

Article I. 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, acting in conformity with the 

Sower vested in himi by the ooustitution of his Kingdom, and with the wishes of 
is chiefs and people, and of the heads of every department of his Government, 
cedes to the United States his Kingdom, with all its territories, to he held by them 
in full sovereignty, subject only to the same constitutional provisions as the other 
States of the American Union. This cession iuoludes ail public lots and squares. 
Government lands, mines and minerals, salt lakes and springs, fish poads, public 
edifices, fortifications, barracks, forts, ports and harbors, reefs, docks, and maga- 
zines, arms, armaments and aooout-erments, pbblic archives, and funds, cliiims, 
debts, ta>:es and dues existing, available, and unpaid at the date of the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty. 

Article II. 

The Kingdom of the Hawaiian Islands shall be incorporated into the American 
Union as a State, enjoying the same degree of sovereignty as other States, and ad- 
mitted as such as soon as it can be done in consistency with the principles and re- 
qnirements of the Federal Constitntion, to all the rights, privileges, and imuiuui- 
tieaof a State as aforesaid, on a perfect equality withtbe other Statesof the Uuion. 

Article HI, 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, lis chiefs and subjects of every 
class, shall continue in the enjoyment of all their existing personal and private 
rights — civil, political, and religious— to the utmost extent that is possible under 
the Federal Constitution, and shall possess and forever enjoy all the rights and 
privileges of citizens of the United States, on terms of perfect equality, in all re- 
spects, with other American citizens. 

Article IV. 

The decisions of the board of land comraissioners made and not appealed from, 
at the date of the final ratification of this treaty, shall be and remain forever valid 
and undisturbed, and all titles to real estate which are now, or shall have then been 
declared valid under the laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom, shall be held to be equally 
valid by the United States, and measures shall be adopted by the United States for 
the speedy and final adjudication of all unsettled claims to land in conformity with 
the laws and usages under which they may have originated. 

Article V, 

All engagements of whatever kind, affecting the rights of corporations or indi- 
viduals, validly contracted, and lawfully incumbent upon the King's Government 
or the Hawaiiaa nation to pay and discharge, shall lie respected and fulfilled in as 

Jrompt, full, and complete a manner as they would have been respected and iiil- 
Ued had no change of sovereignty taken place. 

Article TI. 

The public lands hereby ceded shall be subject to the laws regulating the public 
lands in other parts of the United States, liable, however, to such alterations aud 
changes as Congress niay trom time to time enact. The grants of land for the pro- 
motion of education heretofore made by the Government of the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands shaU be confirmed by the United States, which, in addition thereto, shall 
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grant anil set apart for thepnrpnses of common schools, scminariea of learning, and 
universities so mneh of tlie public lands and of the ]>ro<seeds thereof as may be 
equal proportionally to the grants for such purposes in any of the States of the 



The laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom, bo far as they are compa 



Article Till. 

In consideration of the cession made by this tieaty, and in compensation to all 
who may sulier or incur loss consequent thereon, the United States shall p^ the 
aggregate sum of throe hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) aa annuities to the King, 
the Queen, the crown prince, those standing next in ancceaalon to the throne, the 
chiefs, and all other persons whom the King may wish to compensate or reward, to 
be apportioned as may be determined by His M^eaty the King, and his privy council 
of state, which amoimts to be apportioned as aforesaid, shall be paid ratably with- 
out deduction or offset on any ground or in any shape whatever, to the parties sever- 
ally named in such apportionment, at Honolulu, on the first day of July of eaoh auo- 
ceasive year so long as they may live. It is, however, eipressly agreed upon that 
on the demise of His present M^featy the annuity of the immediate heir to the 
throne shall then be increased to the same amount before allowed and paid to the 
King btmself. 

As a further consideration for the cession hereinmade,andin order to idace within 
the reach of the inhabitants of the Hawaiian Islands the means of education, present 
and future, so as to enable them the mere perfectly to enioy and discharfte the rights 
and duties consequent upon a change from monarchical to republican institutions, 
the United States agree to set apart and pay over for the term of ten years the sum 
of seventy-five thousand dollars per annum, one-third of which shall be applied to 
constitute the principal of a fund for the benefit of a college or university, or colleges 
or universities, as the case may be, and the balance for the support of common 
schools, to be invested, seoiireii, or applied as may be determined by the legislative 
authority of the Hawaiian Islands, when admitted as a State into the Union as 
aforesaid. 

Abticlb IX. 

Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty the President 
ef the United States shall appoint a commissioner, who shall receive in due form, in 
the name of the United States, the transfer of the sovereignty and territories of the 
Hawaiian Islands; also all public property, archives, and other things hereinbefore 
stipulated to be conveyed, and who shall exercise all executive authority in said 
islands necessary to the preservation of peaoe and order, and to the proper execution 
of the laws, until the State contemplated in tliis treaty can be duly organized and 
admitted as such State; and until the arrival of such commissioner, all departments 
of His Majesty's Government shall continue as now constituted. 

Article X. 

This treaty shall be ratified by the respective high contracting parties, and the 
ratifications exchanged at the city of Honolulu within eight months front the date 
hereof, or sooner if possible, but it is agreed that this period may be extended by 
mutual consent of the two parties. 

In witness whereof, we, the undersigned, plenipotentiaries of His Majesty the 
King of the Hawaiian Islands, and of the United Statesot' America, have signed three 
originals of this treaty of annexation in Hawaiian and three in English, and have 
thereunto affixed our i-espective oiEdol seals. 

Done at Honolulu this day of , in the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight hundred and fifty-four. 

SEPAR.VTK AKU SBCRBT AETICIE, 

Whereas it is desirable to guard against the exigencies declared in ihe preamble 
to the foregoing treaty, and to secure the King |of the Hawaiian IslandB, his chiefs, 
and all who reside nnder his jurisdiction from the dangers therein referred to and 
expressed, it is hereby provided and expressly agreed that at any time before tha 
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final esohange of the ratifications of said treaty, if the same shall be duly ratified oa 
the part of His Majesty the Kinjf aod satisfactory notice thereof given to the oom- 
misBiouer of the United States, it shall he competent for His Majesty, by pro' lajoa- 
tion, to declaim his islands annexed to the American Union, subject to the provi- 
sions of such treaty as negotiated; and the commissioner of the United States, for 
the time being, shall receive and accept the transfel of the Jurisdiction of the said 
islands, in the najneof the United States, and protect and d^endthembvthe armed 
forces of the United States, as a part of the American Union^ holding the same for 
and in behalf of his Government and exercising the jnrisdiction provided for in 
said treaty, with the understanding, however, that in case the said treaty is not 
finally ratified, or other arrangement made by the free consent and to the mntual 
satianiction of the contracting parties, the soverei^ty of tJie islands shtll imme- 
diately revert, withont prejudice, to His Majesty or liis immediate heir in the 
same conditions aa before the transfer thereof; and it is turthei ui der'tood ■ind 
agreed that this article shall be aa binding for all the e ds jnl picjos s herein 
expressed as if it.formed a part of the foregoing treat} 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Ma,rcy. 

Ko, 54.] Legation op the TTnitbd States, 

JTonolulu, October 2, 1854. 

SiK: In my dispatch of the 7th ultimo (No. 41) I mentioned that the 
British consul-general had demanded an audience of the King for the 
purpose of communicating to him certain views of his Government. 
It was first appointed for the 6th ultimo, the same day as that fixed for 
the audience to the officers of the 8t. Mary, but. the Kingbeing unable 
on account of illness to attend it was then postponed. Subsequently, 
however, although Gen. Miller at first declined, an arrangement was 
made to receive him on the 18th, when he made an extemporaneous 
speech of an hoar and a quarter against annexation to the United 
States and in dispraise of our countrj-, her Government, and people. 

The substance of his remarks has been stated to me by those who 
heard them. He deprecaied aonesation to the United States and rep- 
resented it to be one of the worst evils which could befall the Hawaiian 
race, denouncing our institutions as corrupting in their tendency and 
wholly unequal to protect in security the enjoyment of life and property. 
As an illustration, he referred to Oalifomia and described numerous 
disorders, which he alleged had prevailed there, in the strongest terms, 
predicting that the introduction of American rule in these islands would 
be the signal for the commencement of a similar state of things, in which 
the rights of the natives would be altogether lost eight of and sacrificed. 
He read at length the articles in the New YorkTribnneof July 20 and 
the Herald of a previous date, on the subject of annexation, to show 
that the designs of our Government were hostile to Hawaiian inter- 
ests and ought to be regarded in no irieudly light. These papers, 
he insisted, were fair and honest, rising above the corrupting tendency 
of republican institutions, and entitled to great weight in tbrming an 
opinion of the policy of the American nation. He complained of the 
course of the minister of foreign relations, charging him with a want 
of openness and candor and stating that he was too much disposed to 
publish matters which ought to be kept secret. As an instance, he re- 
ferred tothe joint protest of himself and Mons. Pernii,la8t year, which, 
he said, had been unnecessarily commtinieated to Mr. Severance, who 
had made a long rigmarole of a reply, and that his rejoinder to that 
reply had been suppressed. 
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I have the best reason in the world for believing that in this respect 
Gen. Miller's memory was at fault, as he never ma&e an^ r^oinder 
whatever. He also entered into an argnment to refiite what I took 
occasion to say on the 4th of July relative to the merits of colouial 
government and the law of primogeniture, praising the latter as a 
heneflcent institution which gave England a class of gentlemen and 
statesmen not to be surpassed in the world. When he had concluded 
the King replied as tbllows : 

I have heard what yiiu have said to me in the name of your Government. I am 
not enre tbat I liave clearly nncleTHtood it all, but I shall consider it no fai as I 
may he able to recollett it. I wonld prefer that in all matters wLieh relate to my 
sovereignty, in which my chiefs and people have a deep interest, couimnni cations 
should lie made in writing so as to prevent nLisimdcrstandings and mistai.es either 
by me or them. 

The speech of Gen. Miller as I have heard accounts of it from authen- 
tic sources, was an outrage upon all propriety and iiiBulting to the 
United States. An accurate statement of what transpired at the 
audience was drawn up, as 1 have reason to believe, by the minister 
of foreign relations and submitted to Gen. Miller for revision. He 
promised to write out the substance of his remarks, but as yet has not 
done so. I have assm-ances that a copy will be communicated to me at 
the earliest practicable moment. Had not the audience been what is 
termed private, I should have requested officially an account of what 
took place, and shall yet find some just reason for doing so if it is not 
received as I anticipate through the dictates of a just and proper 
courtesy, which the minister of foreign relationahas on every occasion 
heretofore been willing to extend. 

On Thursday last (September 28) the officers of the Portsmouth and 
St. Mary had a royal audience by special invitation from the King. 
The invitation was conveyed to me on the preceding day through the 
minister of foreign relations. The whole aftair may be regared as ex- 
ceedingly complimentary. Such athing as an invitation for an occa- 
sion of this kind was never before known here. Capt. Bornin is a 
great favorite among all classes of the Hawaiian people, commanding 
universal respect and coniideiice. It is perhaps to this fact, as much 
as to anything else, that the extraordinary courtesy of the occasion 
may be attributed. But it may be said undoubtedly in addition that 
the Hawaiian authorities are especially desirous of cultivating iriendly 
relations with the United States, and look forward to the time when 
their country may constitute an integral portion of the great North 
American Bepublic. 

Since my dispatch of the 15th ultimo there has been no progress in 
regard to the treaty of annexation. The crown prince is absent on the 
Island of Hawaii, but he has been sent for and bis return is daily ex- 
pected. This step resulted from my letter to the minister of foreign 
relations of tiie date of September 12, a copy of which I have already 
transmitted for your information. I inclose herewith an acknowledg- 
ment of its receipt, from which you will preceive the cause of any recent 
delay that has occurred. 

I now feel some confldence that immediately npon the an'ival of the , 
prince, the treaty will be signed and ratified. The King is unwilling 
to have any action taken in his absence, but at the same time anxious 
to bring matters to a speedy conclusion. Liholiho has alreardy given 
his formal assent to the negotiations so far, by countersigning with the 
ministers the protocols and also the draft of the treaty, a copy of which 
I have sent you. Present appearances indicate that the period of pro- 
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erastination is nearly at an end, and I indulge the expectation of being 
able to send home a treaty of annexation in tiniefor the commencement 
of the next session of Congress. 
I have, etc., 

David L, Geegq. 



Mr, Qrerjg to Mr. Marcy. 

No. 61.] Legation op the United States, 

Honolulu, December 19, 1854. 

SiE : The King of the Hawaiian Islands, Kamehameha HI, died on 
Friday last, the 15th instant, after an illness of about two weeks. He 
was bom on the 17th of March, 1S13, being in his forty-second year. 
By his subjects he was universally beloved, and among them the mani- 
festations of grief are univeYaal and striking. With scarcely an excep- 
tion the resident foreigners respected him and confided in his justice 
and generosity. His partiality to Americans has always been strong, 
and It will be universally conceded that by his decease they have lost 
a faithful and honorable friend. 

As soon as his death was known, minute guns were fired from the 
fort on shore and by all the vessels of war in the harbor. 

On the same day the accession of the Prince Koyal Alexander Liho- 
liho to the throne, under the style of Kamehameha IV, was proclaimed 
and received universal acquiescence. The young monarch will be §1 
years of age on the 9th of February next. By the Hawaiian laws the 
age of majority for males is fixed at twenty, so that he becomes at once 
ruler de facto of the Kingdom. 

But few young men of his years have more ability or intelligence. 
His general education is good and for sometime past he has been ac- 
customed to take part in the management of public affairs. A few 
years since, with his older brother, he visited the United States and 
Europe, and evidently derived much profit from the opportunity thus 
placed within his reach. His manners and habits are plain and simple, 
in consistency with the American education he has received. 

The cabinet ministers and members of the privy council placed their 
offices at ttte disposal of the new sovereign yesterday, but he desired 
them to remain for the present in the discharge of their several func- 
tions. 

Tlie King's confidential and most influential adviser is the Hon, 
William L. Lee, chief justice of the supreme court, a thorough 
American and a man of undoubted integrity. On the 2d instant he 
resigned his oflBee on account of ill health, but his resignation was not 
then accepted, and the present King absolutely refuses to allow him to 
quit his position, promising to have such an arrangement made as will 
relieve him of his most bui-densome duties. 



The salute at sunrise on the I6th, referred to in my letter to the min- 
ister of the 18th, was participated in by the A7. Jifary, but not by the 
English and French ships in port, probably for the reason that they 
were not prepared to follow the Hawaiian and American salutes. " The 
royal salute of etiquette" appears to have been arranged for the pur- 
pose of giving them an oppoi'tunityofmaking up for the omission of the 



David L. Gregg, 
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Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marey. 

So. 64.] Leg-atiok of the United States, 

Honolulu, December 39, 1854. 

Sib: * * * From information which has recently come to my 
knowledge, I am iuclined to entertain the opinioa that the present head 
of the Government will be disposed to preserve, if possible, the sepa- 
rate independence of the Hawaiian Islands. I anticipate, therefore, a 
notiftcatioQ, ae soon as affairs are somewhat settled, to the effect that 
the negotiations for annexation to the United States are no longer to 
be entertained. This is rather a matter of inference than of positive 
certainty; but jny own mind is convinced that the anticipations I en- 
tertained will prove to he well founded. 

I think it also probable that efforts wUl be made to secure the pro- 
tection of the existing sovereignty by the United States^ France, and 
Great Britain. That foreign protection of some kind will be sought I 
regard as almost a certainty. I should be glad to receive instru<!tions 
to guide my conduct in the event of any such question being brought 
up for consideration. 

The ministers who will doubtless be reappointed are men of hon- 
esty and integrity, but my observation leads me to conclude that in 
their estimation liie retention of office is a paramount consideration. 
Their great fault is weakness and not perrersity of purpose. Besides, 
their views are all against the present administration of the United 
States, and it is not at all unlik^y that they conceive it to be fair and 
just to pursue every legitimate course to play advisedly into the hands 
of those who desire political changes. These remarks ai'c especially to 
be applied to the American elements of the Hawaiian Government. 
I have, etc,, 

David L. Gregg. 



Mr. Marcij to Mr. Gregg. 

No. 12.] Department of State, 

Washington, Janaarp 31, 1855. 

SiE: The policy of the United States in relation to theftiture of the 
Sandwich Islands is presented in tlie Instructions heretofore given to 
you. That policy is not to accelerate or urge on any important change 
in the government of that country, but if it has or should become so 
far enfeebled that it can not be continued, and the sovereignty of the 
islands must be transferred to another power, then a state of things 
will exist in which it will be proper for the United States to have a re- 
gard to the future condition of that country. 

If the Hawaiian Government and people become convinced of the 
necessity of such a change, it is probable that they will, if left to their 
free choice, look to the United States as the country t^) which they 
would wish to bo united. To a proper arrangement of this kind this 
Government certainly hns no objection. 

My dispatch of the ith of April last has reference to such a contin- 
gency which it was then supposed was about to happen. In ease a 
transfer of the islands was proffered to the United States, yon wei-e 
directed to enter into negotiations as to the terms of it and conclude a 
treaty on that subject. The outlines of such a treaty wei'e contained 
in that dispatch, 
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Yoti have apprised the Department that as soon as negotiations 
wer« opened you perceived that stipulations different from those in- 
dicated in your instructions were insisted on, and you very properly 
notified the Hawaiian authorities that you could only entertain them 
38 matters to be referred to your Government for its approval or 
rtjjection. 

The draft of a treaty you have forwarded tothe Department has been 
considered by the President, and he directs me to say that he can not 
approve of some of the articles. If ratified in its present shape at Hoo- 
ohilu and sent hither, he would not probably submit it to tie Senate. 
There are in his mind strong objections to the immediate incorporation 
of the islands in their present condition into the Union as an independ- 
ent State. It was expected that the Hawaiian Government would be 
wilhng to offer the islands to the United States as a territory, and to 
leave the question in relation to their becoming a State to the determina- 
tion of this Government, unembarrassed hy stipulations on that point. 
The interesfa of both parties would seem to indicate this as the wisest 
course. A treaty which would embarrass the United States in their 
action on this question would tiierefore be objectionable. 

There are other objections to the draft, which yon have sent to the 
Department, though less formidable than that which the second article 
presents. The amount to be paid as annuities, etc., according tc the 
draft, is much larger than w-as contemplated. 

I think it would be proper that you should inform the Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment that the United States would not be likely to approve of a 
treaty diflering in important particolars &om the terms contained in 
the dispatch of the 4th of April. 

This Government will receive the transfer of the sovereignty of the 
Sandwich Islands with all proper provisions relative to the existing 
rights and interests of the people thereof, such as are usual and ap- 
propriate to territorial sovereignty. It will be the object of the United 
States, if clothed with the sovereignty of that country, to promote its 
growth and prosperity. This consideration alone ought to be a siif&- 
cient assurance to the people that their rights and interests will be 
duly respected and cherished by this Government. 

In presenting objections to the draft of the treaty which you have 
seJit to this Department, the President desires me to assure you that 
lie takes no exception whatever to your course in this difficult and em- 
baiTHSsing negotiation, but, on the contrary, it is highly approved. 
Your efforts have been properly directed and your ability is appre- 
ciated and commended. It gives me pleasure to concur in and commu- 
nicate the President's approbation of your conduct. 
I am, etc., 

W. L. Maroy. 
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3d Session. \ ■ \ No. 57. 



IH THE BEBATE OF THE UHITBD STATES, 

MESSAGE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 

TEANSMrrriNG 

Copies of eorrespondence hetwemi the G-overnments of the United States 
and Great Britain relative to the Sandwich Islands, 



Febkuagy 9, 1893.— The iiijiiiictioD of secrecy removed and ordered to be printed. 



To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit to the Senate a report from the Secretary of State, witli 
accompanying papers, in answer to their resolution of the 2d ultimo, 
FKAMELIK PrEEOE. 

WASHiNeTON, March 3, ISoi. 



The Pebsidemt op the TJkited States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d instant requesting the President to communicate to 
that body, if not incompatible with the public interest, "copies of all 
correspondence between the Grovernments of the United States and 
Great Britain in regard to the Sandwich Islands, including copies of 
aU communications between the Secretary of State aud Mr. Fox, the 
British minister, during the years 1843 and 184i, in regard to the inde- 
pendence of those islands, and especially of the letters of Mr. Fox to 
Mr. Upshur oi the 25th of June, 1843, and of Mr. Upshur to Mr. Fox 
of the 5th of July, 1843, also a copy of any protest or other communi- 
cation from the King oi the Sandwich Islands to this Government in 
regard to the seizure of those islands by Lord George Paulet, com- 
mander of Her Britannic Majesty's ship Carysfort, and of any reply 
of this Government thereto," has the honor to lay before the President 
the papers mentioned in the subjoined hat. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. L, Makcy. 

Depairi"ment of State, 

Washington, February 15, 1854. 
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Mst of aceompanying papers. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Webst«r, July 1 1842 extract. 

King Kamehamelia III to the PreBKlent, March 10, 1813. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Everett, Mai-ch 2S, 1843. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Webster, Marcli 28, 184S, extract. 

Mr. Everett to Mr, Legare, June 1, 1813, extract. 

Mr. Everett to Mr, Legare, June 3, 1843, 

Mr. Legare to Mr. Everett, Jvme 13, 1843, extract. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Legare, Jime 14, 1843, extract. 

Mr. Fox to Mr. Upslmr, June 25, 1843. 

Mr, Everett to Mr. Legare, Jnly 1, 184S, extract. 

Mr. Upahiir to Mr. Fox, July 5, 1843. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Upshur, August 15, 1843, extract. 

Mr. Everett t<> Mr. Upshur, September 28, 1843, extract. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Kidsou (with in closure}, April 24, 1844, 



Mr. Everett to Mr. Webster. 

Ifo. 16.] Legation op the United States, 

London, July 1, 1843. 
Sie: * * * Mt. Briostoade, tlie commercial agent of the TTrtited 
States to tlie Sandwich Islands, lately arrived here. He is eutrnsted 
with letters from the King of those islands to the Sovereign of Great 
Brlt.ain and France, of purport similar to that of which he was the 
bearer to the President. I introduced him to Mr. Addington, under 
secretary of state, who appeared to take an interest in his errand. 

I am, sir, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

Edwabd Eveeeit. 
Daniel Webster, Esq., 

Seeretart/ of State. 



Kamehameka III to the President. 

Kamehameha, III, Native King of the Sandwich Islands, to His Excel- 
lency John Tyler, the President of the United States of America. 

Gbbat and Good Friend: In trouble and difflcnlty we present 
for consideration to the President the unfortunate situation in which 
we and our Government are placed. 

Demands upon us unsustained by the acknowledged laws of nations 
and unfounded injustice were for the first time presented by Lord 
George Paulet, Captain of Her Britannic Majesty's Ship Carysfort, then 
lying in the harbor of Honolulu, with a threat of coercive measures in 
case of noncompliance within 19 hours. Our proposals for discussion 
and negotiation, through our principal adviserj were declined with rude- 
ness, and' we were compelled, without a hearing, to yield to demands 
which we believe to be arbitrary and unjust as regards ourselves, 
oppressive and illegal as regards foreign residents. 

We have been compelled to acknowledge an acting consul of Her 
Britannic Majesty against whom there were positive objections sus- 
ceptible of esplicit proof, without the grounds of our refiisal being 
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heard or considered. The acknowledged consul of Her Britannic 
Majesty had suddenly and secretly withdrawn flrom these islands 
without soliciting an interview or giving us any sort of notice of his 
intentions previous to his departure. After his departure we received 
notice that he had delegated his consular functions to Alexander 
Simpson, who was a known and declared enemy of our Government, 
who had openly insulted the chief magistrate of this island and other 
high officers of our appointment, who had publicly threatened to in- 
volve us in difficulties, and whose recognition as consular agent was 
protested against hy two British subjects who represented the chief 
commercial interests of Great Britain in these islands. 

Compliance has been compelled with demands violating the obliga- 
tions of contracts and contravening laws for the collection of debts 
which have been established for the general benefit in accordance with 
the statutes of civilized nations, by compelling us to annul the deci- 
sions of juries, after the cases had been dismissed, and to graut new 
trials contrary to law, and by compelling us to remove attachments 
levied by one British resident upon the property of another, in due 
course of law and under the usual formalities. 

Precluded from negotiation and unable to repel by force, we yielde<l 
to these requisitions, under protest of embracing the earliest opportu- 
nity of representing them more fully to Her Britannic Majesly. 

Compliance having been thus procured to the foregoing demands, 
others were successively pr^erred by Her Britannic Mtyesty's acting 
consul (now acknowledged) more unjust, exorbitant, and arbitrary; 
claims for heavy indemnities where no damage was proven and only 
alleged on frivolous pretexts and demands for damages in a case still 
pending under the previous protest to Her Britannic Majesty. 

We were called upon to violate every principle of equity, by setting 
aside the decision of juries in several cases without any just cause be- 
ing pretended why new trials should be granted; these demands were 
enforced at private interviews between ourselves, his lordship and Her 
Britannic Majesty's acting consul. The subject was only vei'bally can- 
vassed, written negotiations were positively refused, and even written 
statements and proofs and copies of the claims preferred were denied. 
The only alternatives offered us were, immediate resolve to violate the 
laws by acts illegal and oppressive, immediate admission and payment 
of claims to indemnity so loosely supjMJrted, or immediate hostilities. 
Without force to resist hostilities, without resources to meet the pay- 
ment of the heavy indemnities demanded, and firmly resolved to sup- 
port law and justice, we adopted the only peaceful alternative left, to 
throw ourselves upon the generosity of the British nation by a condi- 
tional cession of these islands to Her Britannic Majesty. To have 
awaited hostilities would have been to expose to destruction the prop- 
erty and jeopaixjize the lives of a large number of foreign residents who 
are American citizens — to have complied with the demands urged would 
have been to sanction oppressive and illegal acts alfecting the rights 
and prospects of American citizens also, and an open violation of the 
stipulations with the United States in 1826, 

Placed in difliculties from which we could not extricate ourselves 
with honor and justice, compelled to immediate decision and threatened 
with immediate hostilities, we have, with the advice and consent of our 
chiefs, signed with a heavy heart and many tears the deed of provi- 
sional cession and have permitted the British flag to be planted in all 
our islaudsj but under the guns of a frigate and at the point of the 
bayonet. 
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Belying on tlie magnauimity and firmness of the United States, we 
appeal to the President to interpose the high influence-of the United 
States with the Cottrt of Englantl to grant us an impartial hearing 
and procure us justice, to induce Her Britannic Majesty to withdraw 
from the sovereignty of these islands and leave us as we have been, 
an independent government supported in our right. 

We have labored to civilize and improve our islands, we have 
adopted the laws of the United States and of Britain, we have a.p- 
jMJinted upright and capable American citizens and British subjects to 
offices of trust and responsibility, in order that their functions might 
be exercised with energy and Melity, we have adopted all suggestions 
which would tend to put the commercial intercoarae of American citi- 
zcES with us upon the best footing. We have been gratilied with the 
large and increasing number of American residents. We confidently 
appeal to the Americans on these islands engaged in mercantile and 
commercial pursuits to testifly to the honesty of our intentions and our 
capabilities for self-government, and we acknowledge them to have 
been the most consistent and efficient supporters of our government. 

We look to the United States with peculiar feelings of respect and 
gratitade. To the benevolence and enterprise of that great people we 
owe the introduction of the Christian religion, of civilization and laws, 
of commerce and agriculture, and the large and respectable number of 
our foreign residents. 

We ask of you to secure and preserve the great interests common to 
us and you, and arrest the course of events so prejudicial to both, and 
we shall never cease to be grateful for your aid. 

And we pray the Almighty God to have your excellency, our great 
and good Mend, in His most holy keeping. 

Written atHouolulu, Island of Oahu, Hawaiian (Sandwich) Islands, 
this 10th day of March, Anno Domini 18i3. 
By your good &ieud, 

[L. S.] KA-lUTJ-.TfA-M-F.TTA 

Premier : 
Kekatjlukei. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Everett. 

Ko. 34.] Department of State, 

Washington, March 23, 1843, 

Sir : The course adopted by this Government in regard to the Sand- 
wich Islands has for its sole object the preservation of the independ- 
ence of those islands and the maintenance by their Government of an 
entire impartiality In their intercourse with foreign states. The United 
States desire to exercise no undue influence or control over the gov- 
ernment of the islands, nor to obtain from it any grant of exclusive 
privileges whatever. This was solemnly declared in the President's 
message to Congress; and it is declared also in the instructions given 
to Mr. Brown, of which you will receive herewith a copy. 

The President would exceedingly regret that suspicion of a sinister 
purpose of any kind on the part of the United States should prevent 
England and Prance from adopting the same pacific, just, and conserv- 
ative course towards the government and people of this remote but 
interesting group of islands. 
I am, sir, etc.,. 

Dahl. Webster. 

Edwaed Etebett, Esq., etc. 
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Mr. Eaerett to Mr. Wehster. 
jjo^ 34 1 LONDOK, March 28, ISiS. 

SiE: * * * Lord Aberdeen told me the other (lay that be liad 
signiiied to the French amhassador that England could not agree to 
any encroachmeut on the Sandwich Islands, and the Count de Ste. 
Aulaire replied that none was contemplated. Lord Aberdeen added 
that this Government would distinctly recognize the independence of 
these islands and presumed France would do the same. He hoped our 
missionaries would abstain from all attempt to exei-cise political inilu- 
^"■'^- tt 4 « « 

T am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, 

Edwaed Everett. 
Daniel Websteb, Esq., 

Secretary of /State. 



Mr. Everett to Mr. Lcgark 
j^To, 40.1 London, June 1, 1843. 

Sib: * * * The immediate object of my interview witli Lord 
Aberdeen was to mate inquiry relative to a report contained m the 
papers of the week that the sovereignty of the Sandwich Islands had 
been ceded to the Queen of Great Britain and possession taken by Lord 
George Paulet, of the ship of wai' Carysfort, the British of&cer com- 
manding in those seas. This report will no doubt have attracted your 
notice, and, following so closely after the oflicial recognition of the in- 
dependence of these islands by the United States and Great Britain 
herself, is well calculated to produce uneasiness and surprise, and in 
this light I spoke of it to Lord Aberdeen. He said they were entirely 
without information on the subject beyond what the newspapers con- 
tained, and had no other reason to believe in the fact of the occupation. 
He could only say, at present, that if any such thing had taken ^lace 
it was entirely without authority or instructions, as I could easily infer 
from the recent offitiial recognition of the independence of the islands 
by Great Britain, which was made known to me at the time. 

I observed to Loi'd Aberdeen that of course if the islands had been 
thus, without authority, taken possession of the act would be immedi- 
ately disavowed by Her Majesty's Government. He said it might not 
be proper for him, in the absence of aH information, under an entu^e 
ignorance of what had been done, to pledge the Government to any 
course; but he was quite willing to say that the intelligence had pro- 
duced no change in the opinions and feelings which led him to advise 
the recognition, and that he stiU remained without the least wish for 
any addition to their colonial possessions. He told me they had sev- 
eral times declined to accept the sovereignty of different groups of 
islands in the Pacific which had been ott'ei-ed to them. If the report 
was founded in truth, he thought the cesBiou might have proceeded 
from apprehensions on the part of the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands, that the French were meditating also the occupation of that 
group, and that aversion to the French might have led. them, m the 
absence of Mr. Eicliards, to wish to place themselves under British 
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protection, I told Lord Aberdeen that I had understood from a private 
source of iufonaatioii that the Hawaiian commissioners at VVashiiig- 
ton had offered to place the islands under the protection of the Uoit^ 
States; that I could not vouch tbr the truth of the report, but that ii 
the offer were made it was certainly, as he was aware, declined. 

In reference to the reserve with which he had 8i>oken of giving up 
the islands, if possession, as reported, had been taken of them, Lord 
Aberdeen said this reserve was only in maj<yrem eauteUim, in considera- 
tion of his total ignorance of the circumstances of the case, and not 
because his opinions and feelings as to the expediency of the measure 
were at all varied by the rumored fa«t of the occupation. On my re- 
marking that in one version of the newspaper report the cession was 
said to have been accepted by Lord George Paulet in full satisfaction 
for demands of compensation for injuries sustained by British subjects 
from the Government of tlie Sandwich Islands, he said lie was rot ac- 
quainledwith any such demands, and should be doiibly uuwilliug to 
sanction a cession made on that basis. U^Kin the whole, when I reflect 
how distinctly and how recently this Goveniment is pledged to tJie 
United States, to France, and to the Sandwich Islands tlit^mselves to 
recognize their independence, I can not doubt that the act of the com- 
mander of the Garysfort will be readily disavowed. 

I am, sir, respeetfuUy, your obedient servant, 

Edwaiid Eveeett. 
H. S. Legae:^, Esq.j 

Secretary of State. 

Mr. Everett to Mr. Legari. 
No. 41.] London, June 3, 1843. 

SlE: At a late hour last evening I received a note from the Earl of 
Aberdeen requestiug an interview at noon this day, at which he informed 
me that sine* he saw me last he had received a dispatch from Mr. Doyie, 
the British charg6 d'affaires at Mexico, dated iJ4th April, trans- 
mitting a printed and evidently authentic paper, in which the par- 
ticulars of the "provisional cession" of the Sandwich Islands to 
Great Britain are set forth. Lord Aberdeen allowed me to rea<l 
Mr. Doyle's dispatch and the printed paper, and also read to me the dis- 
patch which he had himself prepared to Mr. Fox on the subject and 
the papers accompanying it. As these documents wiU be eommtmi- 
cated to you, I do not know that there is anything left for me to say, 
Lord Aberdeen's oral communication beiug but a repetition and am- 
plification of the contents of his dispatch to Mr. Pox and his letter of 
last October to the Oomiaissioners of the Sandwich Islands. He said 
the account in the printed paper was a confused and not very iutelligi- 
We aft'air, and his only reason for any reserve in expressing himself on 
the subject arose from the fac* that Lord George Paulet was one of the 
most discreet and juditious officers of their navy and could not, he 
thought, have acted without better grounds than might be inferred 
from the pnnted accounts. 

It will perhaps be in my power by the next steamer to give you 
farther information on the subject. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Edwaed Bveeett. 
, . H, S. Legae^, Esq., 

Secretary of State. 
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Mr. LegarS to Mr. Everett. 

No. 46,] DEPA.ETMENI OF STATE, 

Washington, June 13, 1843. 
SiE : * • * It is well known that our settled policy is tlte strict- 
est nonintervention in what does not immediately concern us, tliat we 
accept Governments de facto as Goi'emments de jure, and tlmt above 
all we have no wisli to plant or to acquire colonies abroad. Yet there 
is sometliing so entirely pecnliar in the relations between thia little 
commonwealth and ourselves that we might even feel justified, cou- 
sistently with onr own principles, in interfering by force to prevent its 
tailing into the hands of one of the great powers of Europe. These 
relations spring out of the local situation, the history and the charac- 
ter and institutions of the Hawaiian Islands, as well as out of the dec- 
larations formerly made by this Government during the course of the 
last session of Congress, to which I beg leave to call your particular 
attention. 

If theatfcempts now making by ourselves, as well as by other Ohristian 
powers, to open the markets of China to a more general commerce be 
successful, there can be no doubt that a great paii of that commerce 
will find its way over the isthmus. In that event it will be impossible 
to overrate the importance of the Hawaiian group as a stage in the long 
voyage between Asia and America. But, without anticipating events, 
which, however, seem inevitable and, even approaching the actual 
demands of an immense navigation, make the free use of those road- 
steads and porta in dispensable to us, I need not remind you, who are 
in so peculiar manner related to that most important inteiest, commer- 
cial and political, that our great nursery of seamen, the whale finhery, 
has for years past made this cluster of islands its rendezvous and resting 
place. It seems doubtlul whether even the undisputed possession of 
the Oregon territory ' and the use of the Columbia River or indeed 
anything short of the acquisition of California (if that wei'e jwissible) 
would be sufficient indemnity to us for the loss of these harbors. 

Independently, however, of these paramount considerations, it is 
impossible that any enlightened American acquainted with what his 
countrymen have doue to make this people worthy of their mission, 
which ought to be hospitality to the flags of all nations navigating that 
ocean, can regard without lively sympathy their present unfortunate 
situation. All accounts seem to concur in representing this tribe, 
especially its chiefs, as having been within the last twenty-five years 
i-ftised fiom a brutally savage state to a condition which may be faiiiy 
cidled civilized. This la the work of Chiistianity, audit seems to me 
a touching instance of the beneficent influence of the common religion 
of all the great powers that it had thns prepared an asylum for them 
all amidst the dangers of that vast ocean, and consecrated it by its 
own peaceful spirit to a perpetual neutrality. It was with this view 
that we heartily concurred, so far as onr good offices went, in promot- 
ing the objects of the mission sent to us last winter, one of the results 
of which was the message of the President already refen'ed to. 

You are therefore requested to use your best endeavors to prevent 
the consummation of any piu^wse of conquest that Eng^land may pos- 
sibly have conceived. France is interested in cooperating with us to 
the same end. Unfortunately there are embarrassments in the way of 
her doing so — at least, of her doing so with all the effect that would 
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otherwise attend the interveiition of so conspicuous a power in favor 
of so great an interest of the whole Christian world. Sti]l her minis- 
ters may be moved to do something. You Jnay at least, i£ occasion 
serve, souud their ambassador in Loudon. JEtnssia has also a special 
interest in it if she looks with any solicitude to her settiemente on the 
northwest coast. Might you not enlist her Government in the same 
cause t 

Ou the whole, however, the better opinion seems to be that what 
Lord George Paulet has done wil! be disavowed. 



n. S. liEGAltt. 

Edwaed EveeetTj Esq., etc. 



Mr. Hverett to Mr. LegarS, 

No. 43.] -London, June 14, 1843. 

SiE : * * * June 19. In the Times of the loth there was an ed- 
itorial article of considerable significance on the recent provisional ces- 
sion of the Sandwich Islands to the British ciown. It wore the appear- 
ance at the time of being semiofficial, and irom its having remained 
for two or three days uncontradicted in any quarter 1 am inclined to 
think that it was at least founded on good information. Should this 
be the case it may be considered as certain that the Government here 
have made up their minds to disavow the cession and to adhere to the 
recognition of the independence of the islands. 

* • c * * * * 

1 am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Edward Eteeett. 
H. S. Legae:6, Esq., 

Secretary of State. 



Mr, Fox- to Mr. Upahur. 

Washington, Jvm 35, 1843. 

SlE r Her Majesty's Government, previously to the departure &om 
England of the last steam packet, had already received infbrmation, 
though not officially, of the provisional occupation of the Sandwich 
Islands in the name of Great Britain, by the officer commanding Her 
Majesty's ship Carysfort. 

I am directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to state to you, for the infer- . 
mation of the Government of the United States, that the occupation 
of the Sandwich Islands was an act entirely unauthorized by Her Maj- 
esty's Crovemmeut: and that with the least practicable delay due 
inquiry will be made into the proceedings which led to it. 

The British Government had already announced to certain Commis- 
sioners, who arrived in Great Britain in March last, on the part of the 
King of the Sandwich Islands, that Her Majesty had determined to 
recognize the independence of those islands under their present chie£ 
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To that determination Her Majesty's Government intend to adhere. 
At the same time, however, it is right that it should be understood 
that the British Government equally intend to engage, and, if neces- 
sary, to compel tlie chiet of the Sandwich Islands to redress whatever 
acts of injustice may have been committed against British subjects by 
that chief or by hia miniBters or agents, either arbitrarily or under the 
felse color of lawful proceedings. 

Instructions which, during tlie past year were addressed by Her 
Majesty's Government to the British consul residing in the Sandwich 
Islands and to the naval ofBoers employed on the Pacific station, en- 
joined those officers to treat upon all occasions the native rulers of the 
Sandwich Islands with forbeai'ance and courtesy; and, while aftbrding 
due and efficient protection to aggrieved British subjects, to avoid in- 
terfering harshly or unnecessarily with the laws and customs of the 
native government. 

It has been the desire of the BritJsli Government, in regulating the 
intercourse of its public servants with the native authorities of the 
Sandwich Islands, rather to strengthen those authorities and to give 
them a sense of their own independence by leaving the administration 
of justice in their own hands, than to make them feel their dependence 
upon foreign powers by the exercise of unnecessary interference. It has 
not been the purpose of Her Ma-jesty'e Government to seek to establish 
a paramount influence in those islands for Great Britain at the expense 
of that enjoyed by other powers. All that has appeared requisite to 
Her Maj^ty'B Govei'nment has been that other powers should not ex- 
ercise there a greater influence than that possessed by Great Britain. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assurance of my 
distinguislied consideration, 

H. S. Fox. 

Hon. Abel P. Upshur, etc. 



Mr, Everett to Mr. Leyore. 
No. 44.] London, Juhj 1, 1843. 

Sib : * » * With respect to tlie occupation of the Sandwich 
Islands, I have reason to think that the conduct of Lord George Paulet, 
in coercing their provisional cession to this Government, has been 
formally disavowed. I am to see Lord Aberdeen this afternoon, and 
hope to ascertain positively whether this is the case. If I find tliat 
the cession is not and is not likely to be disavowed, I shall address a 
pointed remonstrance to this Government againstthe occupation and 
spare no pains to enlist in the same course the representatives of the 
other maritime powei's. Mr.Marshall, of Charlestown (Massachusetts), 
arrived here yesterday, with authority from the King of the Saudwich 
Islands, as a joint commissioner with Mr. Eichards. He is the bearer 
of dispatches from the Government of the islands to that of Great 
Britain. He has been preceded by Mr. Simpson, the deputy consul 
left in the islands by the late British consul, Mr. Charlton. * * • 
Mr. Simpson came to London a few days since as bearer of Lord George 
ParUef s dispatches to the admiralty. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obe<.lient servant, 

Edwakd Everett 
jiiu-jii.ii.E, esq., 
SecreUivji of State, 
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Mr, Upshur to Mr. Fox. 

Depaetmbht of State, 

Washington, July 5, 1843. 

SiE : I have received the letter which yon did me the honor to ad- 
drees to me on the iJSth ultimo, explanatory of the views ot the Eritisli 
Government respecting the Sandwich Islands, and stating, by direction 
of Her Majesty's secretary of state for ibreign afi'airs, tbr the in- 
formation of this Government, that the recent occupation of those 
islands in the name of Great Britain by the officer commanding Her 
Majesty's ship Oarysport, was an act entirely unauthorized by Her 
Majesty's Government, and that with the least practicable delay due 
inqoiry will be made into the proceedings which led to it. 

I have lost no time in submitting your letter to the consideration of 
the President of the United States, by whom I am directed to express 
to you the satisfaction which this ijrompt disavowal by Her Majesty's 
Government of the act in question has afforded him. 

The (Jnited States take a deep interest ia the condition of those 
islands so important from their geographical position to American cit- 
izens engaged in the fisheries and other lawful pursuits in the North 
Pacific Oct^an; and hence the President awaited with lively concern 
the course which Her Ma.iesty's Government should ad'>pt with respect 
to the occurrences referred to. He entertained a confident expecta- 
tJOQ, strengthened by his knowledge of the reception which had beeii 
given in England to the Commissioners of the King of the Sandwich 
Islands, and of the fact that Her Majesty's Government had determined 
to reeognjae the independence of those islands, that no undue advan- 
tage would be taken by Great Britain of their peculiar political condi- 
tion, and he sees with a corresponding gratification that this expecta- 
tion is now realized. 

Seeking to establish no nndne advantages in the Sandwich Islands 
for citizens of the United States at the expense of other powers, the 
President receives with much pleasure the assurance contained in Mr. 
Pox's note, that none such are sought for Great Britain. He can not 
doubt that the recognition of the independence and sovereignty of those 
islands will be found altogether compatible with every just claim of 
■ Great Britain, while it will best conduce to the interests of the islands 
themselves, and of all nations having intercourse with them. 

I have the honor torenewto you^ sir, on this occasion, the assurance 
of my distinguished consideration and respect. 



Henry S. Pox, esq., etc. 



. P. Upshub. 



Mr.. .Everett to Mr. Upshur. 
So. 50.] London, August 15, 1843. 

Stb: • • « I then took occasion to advert to the affairs of the 
Sandwich Islands. The Commissioners of the King of those islands 
are here, Messrs. HaaUIeo, Richards, and Marshall, and have presented 
a written statement of considerable length (as they inform me) to 
Lord Aberdeen, containing the requisite explanations of the matters 
alleged against them by way of complaint, by the late British consul 
and others. Lord Aberdeen told me there was a good deal worthy of 
consideration in their statements, and that he did not apprehend much 
difficulty in coming to a satisfactory settlement. 
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With respect to the acknowledgment of the independence of the 
islands, the following seems to be the precise state of the case: The 
English G-ovemment, following our example, acquainted Messrs. Haali- 
leo and Kichards in April last that they were prepared to acknowledge 
their independence. Meantime Lord George Paulet, acting without 
instractions, had taken provisional possession of the islands, by a treaty 
extorted ficom the weakness of the native government. Great Britain 
feels herself pledged to adhere to the recognition of their independence 
and has invited Trance to follow her example. Prance has agreed to 
do 80 as soon aa (Srent Britain withdraws her ocenpation. 

Great Britain before giving \ip the occupation, means to do two 
things: one, to obtain satisftiction to the matters of complaint above 
alluded, to, which 1 am inclined to think will not be attended with diffl- 
enlty; the other to come to some arrangement with France, whitih -will 
prevent that power, at some subsequent period, tw>m taking possession 
of those islands, as they have lately done of the Marquesas. 

In fact, the series of events whicli, however menacing tor the moment, 
bids fair to result in the establishment of the independence of the 
islands on a firm basis is one ot the most fortunate, on the whole, 
which could be imagined, and I can not but regard the reiwignition of 
the United States as having determined the character of all the suc- 
ceeding occurrences. As soon as I received last winter the instruc- 
tions of the Department on the subiect, I lost no opportunity of bring- 
ing it to the consideration of Lord Aberdeen, and the occupation of 
the Marquesas by the French no doubt united with our reo^gintion in 
hastening the decision of this Government. There is now reason to 
tliink that the occupation of the islands by Lord George Faulet was 
a fortunate event, inasmuch as it prevented them from being taken 
possession of by a French squadron, which (it is said) was on its way 
lor that purpose. Had France got possession of the islands she would 
certainly have retained them. Had intelligence been received here of 
Lord George Paulet's occupation of them before her promise was 
given to re<;ognize them, Kngland, I think, would not have given them 
up. As it is, an understanding between the great European powei-s, 
ainomiting in eB'e<;t, if not in form, to a guaranty of their independence, 
is likely to take place. Tids is the only state of things with which 
the United States could be content. As it will be brought about 
without involving ns in any compacts with other powers, and as I have 
already said, mainly, as it seems to me, under the impulse of onr 
exami)le, it will I tliiuk, be regai'dcd by the President as an eminently 
satisfactoiy result. 

I Liiii, fiir, respectfully your obedient servant, 

ED"\\'ARD Eveket'I', 
A. P. Ui'^iiUE, Esq., 

Secretary of State. 



Mr. Eccrett to A[r. Upshur. 

Xo. .^C] LoNDOJT, Septemhm- 38, 1843. 

Sib : » * * I had a conversation last evening of a satisfactory 
chaiacCer with Mr. Richards, the commissioner of the Government of 
the Sandwich Ishmds. He has nearly brought his business with this 
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Government to a close, imd in a manner with wliielx lie appears to be 
content. Yon are aware tliatvarious claims on the G-overnment of the 
Sandwich Islands on the part of British sabjecte, and principally Mr. 
Charlton, the late consul, had long been pending, and that it was 
professedly to enforce satisfaction for these claims that possession was 
taken of the islands by Ix>rd George Paulet. I fear that most of the 
claims were such as are too apt to be set up by the strong against the 
weak. Tlie Government at home (as I intimated in a former dispatch 
the opinion they wonld do), though disclaiming the act of Lord George 
Paulet as without instructions, determined to retain possession of the 
Islands tiU satisfaction was given in reference to the claims, and some 
kind of an assurance proeurSi from France that she would respect the 
independence of the islands. 

A question arose how the claims were to be adjudicated. I advised 
Mr. Richards to offer to submit them to the decision of Lord Aberdeen 
himself. I thought this course would preclude delay, which there was 
some reason to fear might be desired here, and which would be very 
dangerous in the extremely anomalous condition of things. I doubted 
if the claims could be got before any tribunal independent of the influ- 
enc« of this Government; and I feJt cflniident that more could be ob- 
tiuned from the liberality of Lord Aberdeen, when thus appealed to, 
than if the British Government were made to assume the position of 
an opposing party. Mr. Richards fully concurred in this view, and the 
result on the whole seems to have justified it. On Ave out of seven 
points the decision is wholly in fevorof the Government of the islands; 
on the sixth substantially so; on the seventh much is left dependent oh 
the discernmeiit and good faith of Gen. Miner, the new consul-gen- 
eral; but Mr. Richards considers this point to be also settled in their 
favor; and he has promptly accepted the whole decision. He informs 
me that he has been uniforinly treated at the foreign office with cour- 
tesy and respect. 

He has conferred freely with Mr. Addington, the Under Secretary of 
State, on the delicate point of restoring possession of the islands to the 
native Government, and has been promised that it shall be done as 
soon as a satisfactory assurance is given by Prance; and he thinks — 
justly in my opinion — that it is for the interest of the islands that 
Great Britian should retain her possession till this assurance is given. 
There in no fear that it will be long withheld. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
Edward Evjaebtx. 

A. P. Upshur, Esq., 

Seer eta i-y of State. 



Mr. Sverett to Mr. ?fdi^on, 

N"o. 114.] London, Ai)rU 34, 1844. 

SlE : in the course of the past year 1 had frequent occasion to make 
mention of the affairs of the Sandwich Islands and of the agency of 
Messrs. Richards and Haalileo, who had been sent to the United states 
and Bnrope as the representatives of the native Government. I have 
now the satisfaction to communicate authentic information of the con- 
clusion of a convention between the governments of Great Britain 
and Prance by which the independence of the Sandwich Islands is 
recognized, and the two powers stipulate that they wiU not take pos- 
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session of them either directly or under the name of a protectorate. 
Messrs. Eiehards and Haalileo have promised to give me a copy of this 
conventioii, which I hope they will do in season to be transmitted with 
this dispatch, bnt as it lias not been published by either Government 
and is of course eommnnicated unofficially to me, I would suggest the 
propriety of receiving it for the present in confidence. 

In their negotiations with this Govei-nment relative to the demands 
and complainta of British subjects against the n ative Government, which 
led to the prcivisional oceupation of the istends by Lord George Paulet, 
and with tlie French Government in reference to the modification of 
the treaty imposed by Trauce on the islanders, of which treaty France 
exacts the benefits for herself while she refuses to giant them to the 
other party, Messrs. Hichards and Haalileo have been partially success- 
fnl. But I fear that in both cases the measure of justice done by these 
powerful governments to this defenceless and feeble state is such, and 
such only, as the strong are too apt to render to the weak. 

The step taken by the French Government in disavowing the act of 
Admiral Dnpetit-Thouars, who had, without instructions, converted 
the protectorate established at Taiti into an assertion of absolute sov- 
.ereignty, continues to be vehemently assailed by the opposition in 
Tranee, A large mass of papers on this subject was laid upon the 
table of the Chamber of Deputies a few days since by Mr. Gnizot, and 
will be found in the "Journal des D6bats" of the 20th instant. I do 
not find that tHey place the conduct of tlie Preneh admiral in a new 
light. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Edwasd Eyeeett. 

John Nelson, Esq., 

' of State ad interim. 



Her Majesty the Queen of tlie United Kingdom of Great Britain ami Ireland and 
His Majesiy tie King of the rrouch, taking lato consideration, tiio osistenoe in the 
Sandwleh Islands of a government eapnble of providing for tlie regularity of its 
relations with foreign- aationa, iiave tliought it right to engage, reoiprooally, to 
consider the Sandwich Islands as an independent state and never to take possea- 
eion either directly or nnder the title of protectorate, or nnder any other form, of 
an J part of the terriiiory of whicli they are compoBcd. 

The undersigned, Her Britannic Majestj's piinclpa! secretary of state for foreign 
affairs and the ambassador eitraordinarj- of Hia Majesty the King of tbe French at 
the 0011111 of London, heing furnished with the neoessnry powers, herehy declare in 
conser|uence tliat their said majesties take reciprocally that oi^agement. 

In witness whereof the undersii,'ued have signed tho present declaration and have 
affixed thereto the bchIs of tlioiv arms. 

Done in duplicate at London the asth day of Koveniher, in the rear of our Lord 
1843. 

AiiEKi^ri^s. [r.. s.] 

St. Allaiee. [l. s.j • 
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rS THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



MESSAGE 



PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



TRAMSMITTING 



4 treaty of annexation concluded on the 14th day of I'ebruary, 1893, 
between the United States and the Frovinional Government of the 
E'a/waiia/n Islanda. 



Fbbrtiart 15, 1893. — Bead ; treaty reati tte first time, referred to the Committee on 
Foreign EelatiouB, and, together with the message and aeoonipanying papers, 
ordered to be printed in confidence for the use of the Senate, 

Febeoaey 17, 1893, — Injunctioa of secrecy removed and ordered to be printed. 



To the Senate: 

I transmit herewith, with a view to its ratiflcation, a treaty of an- 
nexation' coneladed on the 14th day of February, 1893, between Hon, 
John W. Poster, Secretary of State, who was dtdy empowered to act 
in that behalf on the part of the United States, and Lorrin A, Thurs- 
ton, W. E. Castle, W. C. Wilder, C. L. Carter, and Joseph Marsden, 
the commissioners on the part of the Provisional Government of the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

The treaty, it will be observed, does not attempt to deal in detail with 
the questions that grow out of the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands to 
the United States. The commissioners representing the Hawaiian 
Grovemment have consented to leave to the future and to the just and 
benevolent purposes of the United States the adjustment of all sach 



I do not deem it necessary to discuss at any length the conditions 
which have resulted in this decisive action. 

It has been the policy of the administration not only to respect, but 
to encourage the continuance of an independent government in the 
Hawaiiiin Islands so long as it afforded suitable guarantees for the pro- 
tection of life and property and maintained a stability and strength 
tliat gave adequate security against the donunation of any other power. 
The moral support of this G-oveniment has contumally manifested itself 
in the most friendly diplomatic relations, and in many acts of courtesy 
to the Hawaiian rulers. 

The overthrow of the monarchy was not in any way promoted by this 
Government, but had its origin in what seems to have been a reaction- 
ary and revolutionary policy on tlio part of Queen Lilinokalaiii, whicli 
put in serious peril not only the large and preponderating interests o£ 
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the ITmted States in the islands, bnt all foreign interests^ and indeed 
the decent adminietration of civil affairis and the peace of the islands. 

It is quite evident that the monarchy had become eft^te . and the 
Queen's government so weak and inadequate as to be the prey of de- 
signing and unscrapulons persons. The restoration of Queen Lilfaok- 
alani to her throne is .undesirable, if not impo^ible, and unless actively 
supported by the United Stiit«s is^ould be aceompaiiied by serious dis- 
aster and the disorganization of all business interests. The influence 
and iuterest of the United States in the islands must be increased and 
not diminisLed. 

Only two courses are now open; one the establishment of a pro- 
tectorate by the United States, and the other, ajiuexatiou full and com- 
plete. I think the latter course, which has been adopted in the treaty, 
will be highly promotive of the best hiterests of the Hawaiian people, 
and is the only one that wiU adequately secure the interests of the 
United States. These interests are not wholly selfish. It is essential 
that none of the other great powers shall secure these islands. Such 
a possession would not consist with our safety and with the peace of 
the world. 

This view of the situation is so apparent and conclusive that no pro- 
test has been heard from any government against proceedings looking 
to annexation. Every foreign representative at Honolulu prompt^ 
acknowledged the provisional government, and I think there is a gen- 
eral concurrence in the opinion that the deposed qneen onght not to be 
restored. Prompt action upon this treaty is very desirable. 

If it meets the approval of the Senate peace and good order will be 
secured in the islands under existing laws until such time as Congress 
can provide by legislation a permanent form of government for the 
islands. This legislation should be, and I do not doubt will be, not 
only just to the natives and all other residents and citizens of the 
islands, but should be characterized by great liberality and a high ' 
regard to the rights of all the people and of all foreigners domiciled 
there. 

The correspondence which accompanies the treaty wiU put the Setfate 
in possession of all the iacts known to the Executive. 

Benj. Hakeison. 

ExEOUTiyE Mansion, 

February 15, 1893. 



The President : 

The undersigned, Secretary of State, has the honor to lay before the 
President, with a view to obtaining the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate thereto, should such a course be in the judgment of the President 
for the public interest, a treaty, signed at Washington on the 14th day 
of February, instant, by the undersigned and the accredited commis- 
sioners of the existing provisional government of the Hawaiian Islands, 
in representation of their respective Governments, for the full and ab- 
solute cession of the said islands and all their dependencies to the 
United States forever, with provision for the temporary government of 
those islands, under the sovereign authority of the United States, until 
Congress shall otherwise enact. 

With this treaty the undersigned submits to the President copies of 
the correspondence recently exchanged, showiiig the course of events 
in the Hawaiian Islands-as respects the overthrow of the late monarch- 
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ical forai of government, the creation of a provieional government thereof 
in the name of the Hawaiian people, the recognition of the same by 
the representatives there of the United States and of all other powers, 
the dispatch of a commission to this capital to negotiate for a union of 
the Government of the Hawaiian Islands with the Government of the 
United States, and the outcome of those negotiations in the treaty 
herewith submitted. 

The change of government in the Hawaiian Islands, thus chronicled, 
was entirely unexpected so tar as this Government was concerned. It 
is true that for some months past the Hawaiian press and the advices 
received from the diplomatic and consular representatives at Honolulu 
indicated political uncertainty, party inixigues, and legislative opposi- 
tion, bat not more so tlian at many times in the past history of the 
islands, and certainly not suggestive of ,au overthtow of the monarchy 
through popular resistance to the unconstitutional acts of the late 
sovereign. At no time had Mr. Stevens been instructed with regard to 
his course in the event of a revolutionary uprising. The well-estab- 
lished policy of this Government, maintained on many occasions from 
its earliest establishment, to bold relations with any de facto govern- 
ment in possession of the efteetive power of the State and having the 
acquiescence of the governed, being ample to meet unforeseen contin- 
geneies, no instructions in this specific sense were indeed necessaryj 
and the minister, without explicit instructions, was expected and con- 
strained to use his best judgment, in accordance with fundamental 
precedent, as the emergency should arise. 

The change was in fact abrupt and unlooked-for by the United States 
ministeror the naval commander. At amoment of apparent tranquillity, 
when the political excitement and controversy of the immediately pre- 
ceding three months had been to all appearances definitely allayed, and 
when, as appears from dispatches from the minister and from the 
commanding ofELcer of the Boiston, a settlement of differences seemed to 
have been, reached. Minister Stevens quitted the capital for a brief 
excursion of ten days to a neighboring island, on the Boston, the only 
naval vessel of the United States at the islands. On returning to Hon- 
olulu on January 14 the crisis was found to be in full vigor and to 
have already reached proportions which made inevitable either the 
success of Queen Liliuokalani's attempt to subvert the constitution, by 
force or the downfall of the monarchy. 

On Saturday, the 14th of January, the capital was wholly controlled 
by the royal troops, including a large additional force of over 500 
armed men not authorized by Hawaiian law. On the same day the first 
call to arms in opposition to the Queen was issued, aiid the citi- 
zens' committee of safety was developed. During the 14th, 15th, 
and most of the 16th, the two parties confronted eadi other in angry 
hostility, with every indication of an armed conflict at any moment. It 
was not until late in the afternoon of Monday, the 16th, after request 
for protection had been made by many citizens of the United States 
residing in Honoluin, that a force of maviues was landed from the 
Boston, by direction of the minister, and in conformity with the standing 
instmctions which for many years have authorized the naval forces of 
the United States to cooperate with the minister for the protection of 
the lives and property of American citizens in case of imminent disorder. 
The marines, when lauded, took no part whatever toward influencing 
the course of events. Their presence was wholly precautionary, and 
only such disposition was made of them as was calculated to subserve 
the particular end in view. They were distributed that night between 
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the legation and tlie consulate, where they occupied inner courts and 
a private hall rented for their accommodation. Beyond a sentiy at the 
door of each poat, and the occasional appearance of an ofBcer passing 
from one post to another, no demonstration whatever was made fay the 
landed forces, nor was the uniform of thfe United States visible upon 
tiie streets. They thus remained, isolated and inconspicuous, until after 
the Buccesa of the Provisional Government and the organization of an 
adequate protective force thereunder. 

At the time the Provisional Government took possession of the Gov- 
ernment buildings, no troops or officers of the United States were 
present or took any part whatever in the proceedings. No pnblic 
recognition was accorded to the Provisional Government by the United 
States minister ontil after the Queen's abdication and when they were 
in effective possession of the Government buildings, the archives, the 
treasury, the barracks, the police station, and all the potential ma- 
chinery of the Government. 

Then, and not until then, when the Provisional Government had ob- 
teuned full de facto control, was the new order of things recognized by 
the United States minister, whose formal letter of recognition was 
promptly followed by like action on the part of the representatives of 
all foreign governments resident on the Hawaiian Islands. There is 
not the slightest indication at any time prior to such formal recog- 
nition in fall accord with the long-established rule and invariable pre- 
cedents of this Government, did the United States minister take any 
part in promoting the change, either by intimidating the Queen or by 
giving assurance of support to the organizers of the Provisional Gov- 
ernment. 

The immediate cause of the change is clearly seen to have been the 
unconstitutional and intemperate acts of the Queen herself, in attempt- 
ing to coerce h6r responsifale ministers and to annul the existing con- 
stitution and replace it arbitrarily by another of her own choice. 

The Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands is, by all usual 
and proper tests, in the sole and supreme possession ofpowerandln 
control of all the resources of the Hawaiian nation, not only through 
the Queen's formal submission, but through its possession of all the 
armed forces, arms and ammunitions, public of&ces, and administrar 
tion of law, unopposed by any adherents of the late Government. 

On the first instant, subseiiuently to the departure of the Hawaiian 
special commissioners, the United States nunister at Honolulu, at the 
request of the Provisional Government, placed the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment under the protection of the United States to insure the security 
of life and property during the pending negotiations at Washington 
and without interfering with the administration of public aftairs by 
the said Government. An instruction has been sent to the minister, 
commending his action in so far as it lay within the purview of stand- 
ing instructions to the legation and to the naval commanders of the 
United States jn Hawaiian waters, and tended to cooperate with the 
administration of affairs by the Provisional Government, but disavow- 
ing any steps in excess of such instructions whereby the authority and 
power of the United States might appear to have been asserted to the 
impairment of the independent sovereignty of the Hawaiian Govem- 
ment by the assumption of a formal protectorate. 

In this condition of things, the five commissioner named by the 
Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands reached Washington 
on the 3d instant, bearing authentic letters from the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment accrediting them to the President, and conferring upon them foU 
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powers to negotiate for the union of the Hawaiian lelands to tlie 
TJuil ed States. 

On the 4th instant the commissioners were accorded an interview 
with the undersigned, at the request of the regularly accredited 
Hawaiian mhiister, Mr. J. Mott Smith, and snbmitt^ their credentials, 
accompanied by a statement of events leading up to and connected 
with theoverthrow of the monarchy and the establishment of tlie Pro- 
visional Government. At a second eouterence on the same day the 
commissioners submitted to the undersigned the proposition of the 
Provisional Gisvernment, containing the terms npon which that Gov- 
ernment desired the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands to the United 
States. A copy of this proposition is inclosed. Frequent conferences 
have since been held at the Department of State, and all questions 
connected with the subject have been carefully examined and dis- 
cussed, until a concurrence of views on the part of the negotiating 
parties was reached on the lith instant. 

In drafting andagreelng upon the treatynowtransmitted, the under- 
signed has sought, under your direction, to effect thereby the annexation 
of the Hawaiian Islands to the United States with as few conditions as 
possible and with a fnll reservation to Congress of its legislative pre- 
rogatives. An examination of the provisions of this treaty will show 
that to Congress is reservedthedeterminationof all questions affecting 
the form of government of the annexed territory, the citizenship and 
elective franchise of its inhabitants, the manner and terms under which 
the revenue and navigation laws of the United States are to be extended 
thereto, and all other questions relating to the economic and pohtical 
status of the islands. As there is no provision in the existing legisla- 
tion of Congress whereby the Executive power can provide an organ- 
ized form of government for new territory annexed to the Union, or 
extend over it the laws of the United States and cause the same to be 
executed, it was deemed necessary to continue the existing government 
and laws of the Hawaiian Islands until Congress should have an op- 
portunity to legislate on the subject; but a provision has been insert^ 
In the treaty for the exercise by the Executive of the United States of 
a veto power upon the acts of that government during the interregnnm. 
The temporary maintenance of the existing political institutions of the 
islands seems the more appropriate in view of the fact that the Hawai- 
ian constitution, of which a copy is inclosed herewith, and the Hawai- 
ian laws are based upon principles similar to those contained in our own 
organic law and the principles of the common law. 

It is to be noted that, according to a recognized principle of Interna- 
tional law, the obligations of treaties, even when some of their stipu- 
lations are in terms perpetual, expire in ease either of the contracting 
parties loses its existence as an independent state. The foreign treaties 
of the Hawaiian Islands therefore terminate, upon annexation, with 
the competence of the government thereof to hold diplomatic relations. 
An examination of these treaties shows, however, that they contain no 
stipulations which would embarrass either the Hawaiian Islands or the 
United States by their termination. 

Accompanying the treaty are tables giving full details as to the area 
of the territory annexed, the public debt, the public lands, the annual 
allowances to and revenue of the late royal household, and statistics as 
to the population, revenues, commerce, and other economic matters re- 
lating to the islands. 

It is gratifying to be able to state that pending the negotiations lead- 
ing up to the treaty herewith submitted the undersigned has received 
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such assurances from the representatives of the leading powers of the 
world and from our own ministers abroad as leads to the conviction 
that the incorporation of the Hawaiian Islands into our Union will be 
regarded by these powers with satisfaction or ready acquiescence. 
Kespectflilly submitted. 

John W. Foster. 
Dbpaetjiemt of State, 

Washington, February 15, 1893. 



1 The United States of America and the Provisional Government 

2 of the Hawaiian Islands, in view of the natural dependence of 

3 those Islands upon the United States, of their geographical prox- 

4 imity thereto, of the intimate part taken by citizens of the United 

5 States in there implanting the seeds of Christian civilization, of the 

6 long continuance of their exclusive reciprocal commercial relations . 

7 whereby their mutual interests have been developed, and the pre- 

8 ponderant and paramount share thus acquired by the United 

9 States and their citizens in the productions, iudnstries and trade 

10 of the said Islands, and especially in view of the desire expressed 

11 by the said Government of the Hawaiian Islands that those Islands 

12 shall be incorporated into the United States as an integral part , 

13 thereof and under their sovereignty, in order to provide for and 
1^ assure the security and prosperity of the said Islands, the High 

15 Contracting Parties have determined to accomplish by treaty an 

16 object so important to their mutual and permanent welfare. 

17 To this end, the High Contracting Pai'ties have conferred full 

18 power and authority upon their respectively appointed Pleuipoten-. 

19 tiaties, to wit : 

20 The President of the United States of America, John W. Foster, 

21 Secretary of State of the United States; and 

23 The President of the Executive and Advisory Councils of the 

23 Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands, Lorrin A. Tliurs- 

24 ton, Williani E. Castle, William 0. Wilder, Oharles L. Carter, and 

25 Joseph Marsden; 

36 AniTthe said Plenipotentiaries, after having communicated to 

27 each other their respective fuil powers, found in good and due form, 

38 have agreed upon and concluded the following articles: 

1 AETIOIJi I. 

3 The Government of the Hawaiian Islands hereby cedes, from the 

3 date of the exchange of the ratifications of this Treaty, absolutely 



y Google 



AHSEXATION TREATY WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 7 

4 and without reserve to the United States forever all rights of sov. 

5 ereignty of whateovor Idiid in and over the Hawaiian lelitiids and 

6 their dependencies, renonneing iu favor of th.e United States every 

7 sovereign right of which as an. independent nation it ia now pos- 

8 sessed; and henceforth, said Hawaiian Islands and every island 

9 and key thereunto appertaiinng and each and every j^ortion thercol 

10 shall become and be an integral part of the teiTitory of the United 

11 States. 

1 Aeticle II. 

2 The Government of the Hawaiian Islands also cedes and transfers 

3 to the United States the absolute fee and ownership of aU public, 

4 government or crown lands, public buildings or edifices, ports, 

5 harbors, fortifications, mihtary or naval equipments and all other 

6 pnblic property of every kind and description belonging to the 

7 Government of the Hawaiian Islands, together with every right 

8 and appurtenance thereunto appertaining. The existing laws of 

9 the United States relative to public lands shall not apply to sxieh 

10 lands in the Hawaiian Islands, but the Congress of the United 

11 States shall enaet special laws for their management and disposi- 

12 tion; Provided, that all revenae &om or proceeds of the same, ex- 

13 cept as regards such part thereof as may be uscmI or occupied for 

14 the. civil, military or naval purposes of the United States or may 

15 be assigned to the use ofthelocal Government, shall be used solely 

16 for the benefit of the inhabitants of the Hawaiian Islands for 

17 educational and other public purposes. 

1 Article IH. 

2 Until Congress shall otherwise provide, the existing Gkivem- 

3 ment and laws of the Hawaiian Islands are liereby continued, sub- 
i ject to the paramount authority of the United Stat«s. The Presi- 
8 dent, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, shall ap- 

6 point a Commissioner to reside in said Islands who shall have the 

7 power to veto any act of said Government, and an act disapproved 

8 by him shall thereupon be void and of no eflfect unless approved 

9 by the President. 

10 Congress shall, within one yestf from the exchange of the ratl- 

11 fications of this Treaty, enact the neeessaiy legislation to extend 

12 to the Hawaiian Islands the laws of the United States respecting 

13 duties upon imports, the iriternal revenue, commerce and naviga- 
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14 tion ; but imtil Congress sliall otherwise provide, the existing com- 

15 mercial relations of the Hawaiian Isiands both with the United 

16 States and foreign countries shall continue as regards the commerce 

17 of said Islands with the rest of the United States and with foreign 

18 countries, but tliis shall not be construed as giving to said Islands 

19 the power to enter into any new stipulation or agTceinent whatso- 

20 ever or to have diplomatic intercourse with any foreign Gtovern- 

21 raent. Tlie Oonsular representatives of foreign powers now resi- 

22 dent in the Hawaiiau Islands shall be permitted to continue in the 

23 exercise of their consular functions until they can receive their 

24 exequaturs from the Government of the United Stat«a. 

1 Aeticle IV, 

2 The further immigration of Chinese laborers into the Hawaiian 

3 Islands is hfireby prohibited until Congress shall otherwise pro- 

4 vide. Furthermore, Chinese persons of the classes now or here- 

5 after excluded by law from entering the United States will not be 

6 permitted to come from the Hawaiian Islands to other parts of the 

7 United States, and if so coming shall be subject to the same pen- 

8 alties as if entering from a foreign country. 

1 Aetiole V. 

2 The public debtof the Hawaiian Islands, lawfully existing at the 

3 date of the exchange of the ratifications of this Treaty, including 

4 the amounts due to depositors in the Hawaiian Postal Savings 
6 Banks, is hereby assumed by the Government of the United 

6 States; but the liability of the United States in this regard shall 

7 in no case exceed three and one quarter millions of dollars. So 

8 long, however, as the existing Government and the present com- 

9 mercial relations of the Hawaiian Islands are continued, as here- 

10 in before provided, said Government shall continue to pay the 

11 interest on said debt. 

1 Article VI. 

2 The Government of the United States agrees ix) pay to LiKuo- 

3 kalani, the late Queen, within one year from the date of the ex- 

4 cban ge of the ratifications of this Treaty the sum of twenty thousand 

5 dollars, and annually thereafter a like sum of twenty thousand 

6 dollars during the term of her natural life, provided she in good 
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7 faith submits to the authority of the GoTeroment of the TJnited 

8 States and the local Govemmeut of the Islands, 

9 And the Goverumeut of the United States further agrees to 

10 pay to the Princess Kaiulani within one year feom the date of the 

11 exchange of the ratifications of this treaty the gross sum of one 

12 hundred and fifty thousand dollars, provided she in good faith 

13 submits to the authority of the Government of the United States 

14 and the local Government of the Islands. 

1 Article VII. 

2 The present Treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 

3 States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, on the 

4 one part, and by the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian 

5 Islands on the other, and the ratifications thereof shall be ex- 

6 changed at Honolulu aa soon as possible. Such exchange shall be 

7 made on the part of the United States by the Commissioner here- 

8 inbefore provided for, and it shall operate as a complete and final 

9 conveyance to the United States of all the rights of sovereignty 

10 and property herein ceded to them. Within one mouth after such 

11 exchange of ratifications the Provisional Government shall furnish 

12 said Commissioner with a full and complete schedule of aH the- 

13 public property herein ceded and transferred. 

14 In witness whereof the respective PlenipotentiarieB have signed 

15 the above articles and have hereunto affixed their seals. 

16 Done in duplicate at the city of Washington this fourteenth day 

17 of February, one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three. 

18 John W. Poster, [seal] 

19 LoEEiN A, Thueston, [sealJ 

20 William: E. Castle, [seal] 

21 WiLLlAJI C. WiLDEE, [SEAL] 

22 Charles L. Cartee, [seal] 

23 Joseph Maesden. [seai.] 



d by Google 



10 ANNEXATION TREATY "WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

List of accompanying documeula. 

No. 1. Mr. SteveDs tn Mr. Pastor (telegram), Jannary 18, 1893. 

No. 2. Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, Jamiary 18, 1893. 

Ho, 3. Mc. Dole to Mr, Foster, January 18, 1893. 

No, 4. Es-Queen Liiinokalnni to the President, January 18, 1893, 

No. 5. Mr, Sterens to Mr. Foster, .ranuary 19, 1893. 

No, 6. Mr. Foster to Mr. Stevens (telegram), January 38, 1893, 

No. 7. Mr. Trapy to Mr. Foster, January 38. 1893. 

No. 8. Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster (telegram), Fehmary 1, 1893. 

No. 9. Mr. Smith to Mr. Foster, February 3, 1893. 

No. 10. Mr. Tracy to Mr. Foster, Fel>mary 3, 1893. 

No. 11. The Hawaiian speoial commissioners to Mr. Foster, February 3, 1893. 
■ No. 13. Credential letters of the Hawaiiaai special commissioners, exhibited Feb. 
ruary 4, 1893. 

No. 13. Commissions of the Hatvaiian speoiaj commissioners, exhibited February 
4,1893. 

No. 14. The Hawaiian special eommissioners to Mr. Foster, February 4, 18-93. 

No. 15. The Hawaiian special commissioners to Mr. Foster, Febroary 11, 1893. 

No. 16. Mr. Carter to Mr. Foster, February 11, 1893. 

No. 17. Mr. Tracy to Mr, Foster, Feliniary 11, 1893. 

No. 18. Mr. Foster to Mr. Stevens, February 11, 1893, 

No. 19. Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, February 1, received February 14, 1893. 

No. 20. Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, February 1, received Febrnary 14, 1893. 

No. 21. Constitution of the Hawaiian Islands, 

No. 22, Statistical tabulated statements pertaining tc the Havraiian Islands, 

A. Population in 1878, 1884, and 1890; voters in 1890. 

B. Property, real and personal. 

C. Schools ; Nnml>er, attendance, and nationality of teachers. 

D. Public debt, aa of March 31, 1893. 

' E. Sugar plantations, value, area, ownership, wages. 

P. Taxation, internal, proceeds of, and per capita in 1883, 1884, 1886, 1888. 

1890, and 1891. 
Q, Eevennes and expenditures, biennial periods from 1878-'80 to 1890-'92. 
H. Eeceipts, expenditures, cash balances, and public debt in 1880, 1882, 1884, 
. 1886, 1888, an/ 1893, 

I. Imports, detailed statement of, from 1883 to 1892; vtdnes. 
J. Exports, detailed statement of, from 1883 to 1891; qnantitiea and values. 
K. Imports and exports, by countries, from 1884 to 1891. 

L. Imporf.s and exports, and customs receipts, annual value of, from 1882 to 1891. 
M. Navigatirm, nationality of vessels engaged in the foreign trade with the 
Hawaiian Islands trooi 1882 to 1891. 



Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, 

[Telegi™]].] 

Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, H. I., January IS, 1893. 
Via San Francisco, January 2S. (Keceived January 28.) 
_ Events in Hawaii in the past f&w days liave moved rapidly. An en- 
tire overthrow of the Hawaiian monarchy and the establishment of a 
Provisional Government in the interest of the whole people of the 
islands without the sacrifice of a single life. The new government ' is 
in full possession of the islands and was promptly recognized by all 
the diplomatic representatives. The four men of whom it is composed 
are of high character, one of whom resigned his position as one of the 
supreme judges to assume the place. Full dispatches by the mail 
leaving Honolulu to-day by special steamer. 

Stevens, 
United States Minister. 
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Jiff. Stevens to Mr. Foster, 

H"o. 79.] United States Leg-ation, 

Honolulu, January 18, 1893. {Received. Februaiy 3.) 

Sir : lu my 73 of November 8 I gave falT information of the snr- 
render of tlie Queen to the wishes of the legislature by the fonnation 
of a ministry composed of men of intelligODce and wealth possessing 
the entire confidence of the business men and the more responsible citi- 
zens of the country. But this surrender of the Queen and of those 
surrounding her was only seeming. As soon as the principal appro- 
priations had. been voted andthe legislative ■work was nearly concluded, 
several of the best members having already left for their homes, a re- 
markable conspiracy was revealed. 

The undersigited, for the first time since he has been at the head of 
this legation, Janoary 4took passage for Hilo and the volcano on the 
TJ. S. 8. Boston for the benefit of the health of himself and of his 
daughter, it being also desirable that the town of the second impor- . 
tauce in the islands should have this attention at the time the Boston 
was making a visit to Hawaii, the chief island in the group. Beyond 
all doubt, iuimediately after the Boston and myself had left Honolulu 
the unscrupulous adventurers around the Queen improved the oppor- 
tunity to push through the legislature an astounding lottery franchise 
with the obvious intent to sell it out to the Louisiana lottery men. 
This was worked by some of the same parties supposed to be of the 
powerful opium ring whose four poiuts of operation are Vancouver, 
San Francisco, Honolulu, and Hongkong. They distributed the lot- 
tery stock among the native members of 1^e legislature in large figures. 

Notwithstanding the strong opposition of sdl the best people of the 
islands, iiiclnding whites and natives, and the emphatic opposition of 
the chamber of commerce, the Queen and her palace favorite gave their 
warmest support to the lottery bill and signed it at once. She was to 
be immediately compensated by being allowed to proclaim a new con- 
stitution, restoring to the Crown the old despotic prerogatives in direct 
violation of the existing constitution, which provides for the only mode 
of change, which is by the action of successive legislatures. 

Ketuming on the Boston from our Hilo trip on the 14th instant, we 
found the legislature was to be prorogued at 12 a.m., one-half hoax 
after my arrival at the legation. ITie prorogation completed, members 
of the legislature, diplomatic corps, judges of the supreme court, 
and other offlcials went to the palace by imitation. In lie meantime 
it began to be known in public circles the Queen's intention to proclaim 
the revolutionary constitution. This resulted in raising an excitement 
which alarmed her confidants and caused some of them to draw back. 
This consumed time, so that she could not secure the signatures of her 
new cabinet as she had expected. In the meantime the diplomatic 
corps grew weary and left the palace, realizuig that the invitation to 
be pi-esent was a trick. 

As I had just returned, weary from my voyage, I had not received 
the invitation, the chamberlain knowing I was absent when he invited 
the English, Portnguese, French, and Japanese diplomatic representa- 
tives the day before. In the short meanwhile I had suspicioned the 
trick. Finally, tlie Queen appeared in the throne room, before the 
supreme judges and other officials, in an extreme passion of anger, and 
avowed her purpose to postpone her revolutionary constitution for a 
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brief period, and theu went uyon the balcony and spoite with great 
passion in tne same strain to those around the palace, principally her 
retainers and the royal guard, her determination to proclaim her con- 
stitution at another time. What I have described as to the lottery 
legislation, the forcing out of the responsible cabinet of November 8 
and appointing the lottery cabinet, two of whom had been voted out of 
the ministry during the legislative session by a two-thirds vote for the 
best of reasons. It was the lottery bribe and the autocratic design of 
the Queen that quickly precipitated events. 

A mass meeting of the citizens was called to meet on Monday, the 
16th, at 2 p, m., which assembled in the largest hall in the city. Short 
as was the notice, over 1,300 of the principal citizens of Hono- 
lulu and from other islands, who happened to be in the city, were 
in attendance. This meeting included merchants, bankers, profes- 
Bional men, the principal business men, and the mechanics, the chief 
German and some of the leading English merchants and other nation- 
alities, as well as American residents. It is said such an assemblage 
was never before equaled in Honolulu. Intelligent American visitors 
here say that such a public meeting would do credit to a meeting of a 
similar class of citizens in our best American cities. 

The assemblage waaa unit in feeling and purpose. Thespeechesand 
resolutions are on the printed slips I herewith inclose. This remark- 
able uprising of the best citizens, including nearly all of the chief prop- 
erty holders, the Tahitian marshal and patece favorite did not dare at- 
tempt to suppress., A committee of public safety was at once created 
to meet the emergency and to prevent anarchy and riot. It was 
fortunate that the Boaton was in the harbor. The committee on public 
safety called on me for aid. I promptly addressed to the commander 
of the Boston, Capt. G-. S. Wiltse, the following note : 

Ukitbd States Legation, 
^ Ronolulv,, January 16, iS93. 

Sir; In view of the existing critical circnmstanoes in Honolulu, including an in- 
adequate legal force, I request you to la,ad marines and sailors from the sliip onder 
your coinioand for the protection of the United States legation and United States 
consulate, and to secure the safety of American life and property. 
Very truly, yours, 

Joes L. Stevens, 
Envoy Exiraordiaaey tmd Minister PlenipotenUanj of the United States. 

i S. Bofton. 

A copy of the call of the committee of public safety for aid is in- 
closed, 

Promptly the men from the Boston were landed. Detachments were 
placed around the legation and the consulate, the principal members 
having marched to a central hall for shelter and headquarters; the 
night being at hand, the public anxiety being especially strong as to 
what might be done by irresponsible persons in the night, the landing 
of the men of the £os(oM so promptlygave immediate relief to thepublic 
anxiety. 

As soon as practicable a Provisional Government was constituted, 
composed of four highly respectable men, with Judge Dole at the head, 
he having resigned his place on the supreme bench to assnme this re- 
sponsibility. He was bom in Honolulu, of American parentage, edu- 
cated here and in the United States, and is of the highest reputation 
among all citizens, both natives and whites. P. C. Jones is a native of 
3oston, Mass., wealthy, possessing property interests in the islands, 



d by Google 



AKireSATION TREATY WITH THE HAWAIIAiT ISLANDS. 13 

and a resident here for many years. The otlier two members are of 
the highest respectability. The committee of public safety forthwith 
took possession of the Government buildings, archives, and ti'easury, 
and installed theProvisional Government atthe heads of the respective 
depaitments. This being an accomplished fact, I promptly recognized 
the Provisional Government as the de facto Govemnient of the Ha- 
waiian Islands. The English minister, the Portuguese charge d'affaires, 
the French and the Japanese commissioners promptly did the same; 
these, with myself, being the only members of the diplomatic corps re- 
siding here. 

All is quiet here now. Without the sacrifice of a single life this 
change of government has been accomplished. Language can hardly 
express the enthusiasm and the profound feeling of relief at this peace- 
fli] and salutary change of government. The underlying cause of this 
profound feeling among the citizens is the hope that the United States 
Government will allow these islands to pass to American control and 
become American soil. A commission of citizens, duly accredited, will 
go by the steamer that takes this dispatch to Washington, to state the 
wishes of the Provisional Government and of the responsible people of 
the islands, and to give a complete account of the existing state of 
things here. 

It is proper that I should add, that the presence of the Boston here 
has been of the highest importance, and the behavior of offlcei'S and 
men has been admirable. Gapt. Wiltse has exercised prudence and 
great firmness, while he and the undersigned have recognized only 
accomplished facts and have not allowed the use of the United States 
force for any but the most coi^ervative reasons. 
I am, sir, 

John L. Stbtbns. 

Written copy by future mail. 



PROCLAMATION, 

In Its earlier history Hawaii possessed a oonstitutioBal goTemmeiit honestly and 
eoonoiiiically administered in the pnblic interest. 

Tile Crown called to its assistance as advisers able, honest, and conservative men, 
whose integrity was anquestioned even by their political opponents. 

The stabilitj of the Government wasassured, armed resistance andreToIntionnn- 
thougM of, popnlar rights were respected, and the privileges of tie subject from 
time to time increased and the prerogatives of the sovereign diminished by the vol- 
untary acts of the successive Kings. 

With very few exceptions this state of affairs continued until the expiration of 
the first few years of the reign of His late Majesty Kalakaaa. At this time a change 
wa,sdi8cemibleinthespirit animating the Chief Executiveaad in the influences snr- 
tounding the throne. A steadily increasing disposition was manifested on tlie part 
of the King to extend the royal prerogatives ; to favor adventurers and persons of 
no character or standing in the community; to encroach upon the rights and privi- 
leges of the people by steadily increasing corruption of electors, and by means of 
the power and influence of ofDoeholders and other oormpt means to illegitimately 
inflaence the elections, resulting in the final absolute control of not only the execu- 
tive and legislative, bnt to a certain extent the judicial departments of the Govern- 
ment in the interests of absolutism. 

This finally resulted in the revulsion of feeling and popular uprising of 1887, 
which Wrested from the King a large portion of his ill-gotten powers. 

The leaders of this movement were not seelcing personal aggrandizement, political 
power, or the suppression of the native Government. If this had been their object 
it could easily have been a.ccomplished, for they had the ahsolute control of the 
situation. 
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Their object was to secure reeponailile GoTeriiinent through a representative cabi- 
net, BTippotteil by and res[>on8ible to the people's elected representatives. A clause 
to this efifeet was maerted in the oonatitution, and subsequently euatted by law by. 
the legislature, speoifieally covering the ground that in ail matters concerning the 
Btate.the sovereign waa to act by and -with the advice of the cabjnetj and only by 
and with ench advice, 

The King willingly agreed to snob proposition, espressed regret for the past, and 
Tolunteered promises for the future. 

Almost iWiin the date of sach agreement and proniises up to the time of his death, 
the history of the Government has been a continual struggle between the King on 
the uue hand and the cabinet and legislature on the other, the foiiuer constantly 
endeavoring by every available form of infiuence and evasion to ignore his promises 
and agreements and regain his lost powers. 

This conflict upon several occasions came to a orisia, followed each timeby submis- 
sion on the part of His Majesty, by renewed expressions of regret and promises to 
abide by the constitutional and legal restrictions in the futnre. In each instance 
such promise was kept ontil a further opportunity ^resent^d itself, when the conflict 
. was renewed indefiauce and regardless of all previous pledges. 

Upon the accession of Her M^esty LOinokaJani, for a brief period the hope pre- 
vailed that new policy would be adopted. This hope was soon blasted by her imme- 
diately entering into conflict with the ezisting cabinet, who held office with the 
approval of a large majority of the legislature, resulting in the triumph of the 
Qneen and the removal of the cabinet. The appointment of a new cabinet sub- 
servient to her wishes and their continuance in office antil a reiient date gave no 
opportujiity for further indication of the policy which would be pursued by Her 
Majesty until the opening of the lemslature in May of 1892. 

The recent history of that session has shown a atuhboro determination on the part 
of Her Majesty to fellow the tactics of her late brother and in all possible ways to 
secure aii c::ctension of the royal prerogatives and an abridgment of popular rights. 

Daring the latter part of the aeaaion the legislature waa replete with corruption: 
bribery and other iltegitimate influences were openly utilized to seoure the desired 
' end, resnlting in the tmal complete overthrow ot all opposition and the inauguration 
of a, oabiuet arbitrarily selected by Her Majesty in complete defiance of constitn- 
tional principles and popular representation. 

Notwithstanding such result the defeated paity peacefnllj submitted to the situa- 

Not content withher victory Her M^eaty proceeded on the laat day of the session 
to arbitrarily arrogate to herself the right to promulgate a new constitution, which 
proposed, among other things, to diafranchise over one-lburth of the voters and the 
owuera ot'nine-tentha of the private property of the Kingdom, to abolish the elected 
upper house of the legislature and to aubstitnte in place thereof an appointive one, 
to he appointed by the Sovereign. 

Tl)e detailed history of this attempt and the succeeding events in connection 
therewith is given in the report of the committee of public safety to the citizens of 
Honolula imd the resolution adopted at the imtss meeting held on the 16th instant, 
the correctness of which report and the propriety of which resolution is hereby 
specifically affirnjed. 

The constitutional evolution indicat.ed has slowly and steadily, though relijo- 
tantly and regretfully, convinced an overwhelming majority of the conservative and 
responsible members of the community' that independent, constitutional, representa- 
tive, and responsible government, able to protect itself from revolutionary uprisings 
and royal aggression, is no longer possible in Hawaii under the existing system of 
government. 

Five uprisings or conspiracies against the Government have occurred within five 
years and seven months. It is firmly believed Idiat the culminating revolutionary 
attempt of last Saturday will, unless radical measures are taken, wreck our already 
damaged credit abroad and precipitate to final ruin onr already overstrained finan- 
cial condition; and the gnarantiw of protection to life, liberty, and projwrty will 
steadily decrease aod the political situation rapidly grow worae. 

In this belief, and also io the firm belief that the action hereby taken ia and will 
he for the best peraonal, political, and property interests of every citizen of the 

We, citizens and residents of the Hawaiian Islands, organized and acting for the 
pnbllo safety and the commim gooil, hereby proclaim as follows: 

(1) Tlie Hawaiian monarchical system of Government is hereby abrogated. 

(3) A provisional government for the control and management of public affaira 
and the jirotection oil the public peace is hereby estabtished, to exist until terms of 
union with the United Statea of America have been negotiated and agreed upon. 

(S) Such provisional goveroroent ahall consist of an executive council of four 
members, who are hereby declared to be Sanford B, Dole, James A. King, Peter C. 
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Jonee, William O. Smith, who sljall adidiniBtac the esecutive departmeuts of the 
Government, the fiist named acting as j)reBideiit aud chairman of such council and 
administering tho department of foreigii affaira, and the othera Beverally adminis- 
terinK tUe depaituieuta of intorioT, finance, and attorney -general, respectively, In the 
order in wbieli they are above ennmeFated, aooording to eiisting Hawaiian law as 
far a« may l>e consistent wiOi this proclamation; and also of an advisory cntinci], 
which shall consist of fonrteen uiemhera, who are herehy declaveil to be 8. M. Da- 
mon, L. A. Thotston, J. Emmeluth, J, H. McCandJass, F. W. MeChosuey, W. E. 
Castle, W. C, Wilder, A. Brown, J. F. Morgan, H. Waterhonae, K. D. Tenney, F. 
Wilhelm, W. Qt. Ashley, C, Bolte, Su^h advisory council shall also have general 
leeUlative authority, 

Snoh. execntive and advisory connoiJ ahall, acting jointly, have power to remove 
any memhor of either council and to All suoh or any othot vacancy. 

(4) AJl officera under the existing Government are herehy requested to continue to 
exeroiae their funotione and perform the duties of their respective offices, with the 
exocptionof the following-named persons : Queen Lilluokalani; Charlea B.Wilson, 
marshali Samnel Porter, minister of foreign affairs; W. H. Comwell, minister of 
finance; John F. Colbum, minister of the interior; Arthur P. Peterson, attorney- 
general; who are hereby removed from office. 

(5) All Han'iiii;in laws and constitutional principles not inconsistent herewith 
sli^il continue in force until further order of the executive and advisory councils. 

HENnY E. Cooper. 
Andrew Brows. 
J. A. McCANiir.KSS. 
THBonoKK F. LaMaiHO. 
John Eaimeluih. 

C. BOLTK. 

Ed. Suhk. 

Hbnrt Watrrmousb. 

W. C. Wilder. 

F. W, MCUHRSSKT. 

Willi AM 0. Smith, 



[Incloaiire 2 in No. 79.] 

Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, Javmary 17, 1883. 
Sire: The nnderstjvned, members of the execntive and advisory councils of the 
Provisional Governntent tJiis day established in Hawaii, hereby state to yon that 
for the reasons set forth in the proclamatiou tbis day issued, a copy of which is 
herewith inclosed for yonr consideration, the Hawaiian nionarohy has been abro- 
gated and a ProviEional Government established in accordance witli the said ahove- 
nientioned proclamiition. 

Snch Provisional Government has been proclaimed, is now in possession of the 
Government departmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and is in con- 
trol of the city. We hereby request that yon will, on behalf of the Uait^'d States 
of America, recognize it as the existing de faeto Government of tlie Hawaiian 
lalanda, and afford to it the mora! anjiport of yonr Government, and, if necessary, 
the BUTTiort of Amtriean troops to assist in preserving the public peace. 
We have the honor to remain your obedient servants, 

SAxrORW 1i. Dole. 
J, A. KiSQ. 

P. C. JOSES. 

William O. Smith. 
S, M. Dawsos. 
John Emmeluth. 
F. W. McChesnet, 

W. C. WlLDEE. 

J, A. McCaxoless. 

ASDIiBW Bkown. 

Jab. P. MOBGAN. 
Hesuy Waterhouse, 

E. D. Tbnnky. 

F. J. Wilhelm. 

C. EOLTE. 
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[iDolosTire 3 in No. 79.] 

HOSOLTJLU, Hawaiian Islantis, January 17, ISBS. 

PEOVISIOHAl. GOVBENMENT OF TUB HAWAUAN ISLANDS, 

[Order Ko.l.] 

Ali persona favoralile to tho ProrisitraaS Government of (he Hawaiian Islands axe 
Jiereloy requested to forthwith report to the Goverament at the GoTemmeut buildings 
and to furnish to the Gtovernment such arms and ammunition as they may have in 
their poaseesion or control as soon as possible, in order that efficient and complete 
' " n of lifp and property and the public peace may immediately and efficiently 
u operation. 

Sanfoed B. Dole, 
J. A. King, 
P. C. Jones, 
WiTjJAM O. Smith, 
Mxecative Cotmeil of the Provitional Government of (fte Sawaiian Islands, 
Jons Emmeluth, 
Andrew BrOWN, 

C. BOLTE, 

Jambs F. Morgan, 
BiENRY Waterhohsb, 
S. M. Damon, 

W. G. ASHLRY, 

E. D. Tenny, 

F. W. UcChesney, 
\V. C. Wilder, 

ASvitory Council of the Pi'ovisUtnal Government of the Haioaiian lalandg. 



[Indosure 4 in Bo. 7S.] 

HoNOLCLU, Hawaiian Islands, January 17, 1S93. 

PRO VISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE HAWAl 

[Order No. S.] 

It ia hereby ordered and decreed that uctil further orflered, the right of tlie writ 
of habeas corpus is hereby suspended and martial law is hereby declared to exist 
throughout the island of Oahu. 

Sanpokd B. Dole, 
Minister of Foreign Affair», 
3. A. King, 
Mmisfer of (Ae Jnfepior, 
P. C. Jones, 

Minister o/ J'imoBce, 
William O. Smith, "' 

AUoraeif-General, 
ExecvMve Council of tke Provisional Government of the Havtaiian Islands. 



[Incloanra 5 in No. 79.] 
[Daily Pajiific Commercial Advertiser, January 17, 1893.] 



a SAFETY AUTHORIZED TO T 



aggressions of -Uie Qneen. At 1:30 citiaens began to asaemble, and before 2 o'clock 
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the large bnilding was crowded to its utmost capacity, 1,260 being present, by actual 
oonnt, while many others came later. Every olaes Lo. the ootumunity was fully rep- 
Teaented, mechanics, merchants, profeBsioiial men, and artiai^na of every kind being 

present in iull force. The meeting was intense' ''' — ■ — ■"- ^" ' — '^^ ' 

common piirpoBe and feeling, and most of the si ..^. ,. _ .. 

Hon. W. C. Wilder, of the committee of safety, was the chairman. 

Mr. WiLDKR said: Fellow citizens, I have been requested toaot as chairman of the 
meeting. Were it a common occurrence, I should consider it an honor, bat to-day, 
we are not here to do honor to anybody. I accept the chairmanship o'f this meeting 
as a duty. [Applause.] We meet here to-day as men — not as any party, &ction, or 
creed, bnt as men who are bound to see good government. It is well known to you 
all what took place at the palace last Saturday. I need not tell yon the object of this 
meeting, and no sueh meeting has been held since 1887. There is the same reason 
now as then. An impromptn meeeing of citizens was called Saturday to take meas- 
ures for the public safety. The report of the committee will lie read to you. We do 
not meet as revolutionists, but as peaceful citizens who have the right to meet and 
state their grievances. (Loud applause.] We will maintain our rights and have 
course to maintain them. [Universal cheers.] 

Noble Thurston being introduced by the chairman read the report of the commit- 
tee of safety. 

"eF.POBT or THE COMMITTKB Or SAt'ETY. 

" To the oiU^en! of Ilonolula : 

IS startled by the in ■ 
, „ 1 Lilinokalani had announced her intention to 
arbitrarily promulgate a, new constitution, and that three of tiie neTirly appointed 
cabinet ministers had, or were about to, resign in consequence thereof. 

" Immediately after the prorogation of the legislature at noon the Queen, accom- 
panied, by her orders, by the cabinet, retired to the palace; the entire military force 
of the Government was drawn up in line in front of the bnilding, and remained 
there until dark, and a crowd of several hundred native sympathizers with the new- 
constitQtion project gathered in the throne room and about the palace. The Queen 
then retired with the cabinet, informed tb em that she had a newcoostitution ready, 
that she intended to promulgate it and proposed to do so then and there, and de- 
manded that they countersign her signature. 

" She turned a deaf ear to their statements and protests that the proposed action 
would inevitably cause the streets of Honolulu to run red with blood, and threat- 
ened that unless they complied with her demand she would herself immediately go 
out upon the steps of the palace and announce to the assembled crowd that ttie 
reason she did not give them the new constitution was because the ministers would 
not let her. Three of the ministers, fearing mob violence, immediately withdrew 
and returned to the Government building. They were immediately summoued back 
to the palace, but refltsed to go on the ground that there was no guaranty of their 
personal safety. 

"The only forces under the control of the Government are the household guards 
and the police. The former are nominally under the control of the minister of 
foreign affairs and' actually nniler the control of their immediate commander, Maj. 
Nowlein, a personal adherent of the Queen. 

"The police are under the control of Marshal WOson, the open and avowed royal 
favorite. Although the marshal is nominally under the control of the attorney- 
general, Her Majesty recently announced in a public speech that she would not allow 
him to be removed. Although the marshal now states that he is opposed to the 
Queen's proposition, he also states that if the final issue arises between the Queen 
aud the cabinet and people he will support the Queen. 
"The cabinet was absolutely powerless and appealed to citizens for support, 
"Later they reluctantly returned to the palaee, by request of the Queen, and for 
nearly two hours she again endeavored to force them to acquiesce in her desire, and 
upon their iinal refusal announced in a public speech in the throne room aud again 
from the upper gallery of the palace that she desired to issue the constitution, bat 
was prevented from doing so by her ministers and would issue it in a few daj[s. 

" The citizens responded to the appeal of the cabinet to resist the revolutionary 
attempt of the Queen, by gatherine at the office of William 0. Smith. 

" Late in the afternoon it was felt that bloodshed and riot were imminent; that 
the eommunitj conid expect no protection from the legal authorities; that, on the 
contrary, they would undoab1*dly be made the instruments of royal aggression. 
An impromptu meeting of citizens was held, which was attended by the attorney- 

Senera!, and which was addressed, among others, by the minister of the interior, 
. F. Colburn, who stated to the meeting BubstantiaOy the foregoing facts. 
'* The meeting unanimously passed a resolution that the public welfare required 
S. Ex. 76 2 
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the appointment of a committee of public safety of thirteeo, to consider the aitaa- 
tion and devise ways ajLd meauB for the maiisteDaDCe of the public peace and tlie 
protection of life and property. 

" Such a committee was forthwith appointed and has followed its mstnictious, 
"The first step which the committee consider neeeBsar^ is to seoure openly, pub- 
licly, and peaceably, through tlie medium of a mass meeting of oitizenB, a oondem- 
natiou of tlie proceedinga of the party of revolution and ffisorder and a confirma- 
tion from such larger meeting of the authority now vested in the committee. 

"For sutb purpose tha committee hereby recommends the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution : 



"1. Wlereaa Her Majesty Liliuokalani, actinc in conjunction with certain other 
persons, has illegally and unconstitutionally and against the advice and consent of . 
the lawful executive officers of the Government, attempted to abrogate the existing 
constitution and proclaim a new one in subversion of the rights of the people; 

"2. And whereas such attempt has been accompahiod by threats of violence and 
bloodshed and a display of armed force, and such attempt and acts and threats are 
revolutionary and treasonable in character; 

"3. And whereas Her Majesty's cabinet have informed her that such contemplated 
action was unlawful and would lead to bloodshed and riot and have implored and 
demanded of her to desist irom and renounce such pfDp'osed action; 

"4. And whereas Buoh advice has been in vain, and Her M^eaty has in a public 
speech announced that she was desiroue and ready to promulgate aach constitution, 
the same being Bow ready for such pxupoae, and that the only reason w3»y it was not 
now promulgated was because she had met with unexpected obstacles and that a fit- 
ting opportunity in the ftfture roust be awaitedfor the consummation of such object, 
which would be within a few days ; 

"5. And whereas at a public meeting of citizens held in Honolulu on the llth day 
of January instant a committee of thirteen to be known as the 'committee of public 

" ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ' aforf 



safety' was appointed to consider the situation and to devise ways and ui . . 

maintenance of the public peace and safety and the preservation of life and property; 

" 6. And whereas such committee has recommended the calling of this mass meet- 
ing of citizens to protest i^ainst and condemn such action and has this day pre- 
sented a report to such meeting denouncing the action of the Queen and her sup- 
porters as being unlawful, unwarranted, in derogation of the rights of the people, 
endangering the peace of the community, and tending to excite riot and cause the 
loss of life anil destruction of property ; 

"Now, therefore, we, the oitisieus of Honolulu of all nationalities and regardless 
of political party afQliations, do hereby condemn and denounce the action of the 
Queen and her supporters; 

"And we do hereby ratify the apointment and indorse the action taken and re- 
port made by the said committee of safety ; and we do hereby further empower such 
committee to further consider the situation and further devise such ways and means 
as may be necessary to secure the permanent maintenance of law and order and the 
protection of life, liberty, and property in Hawaii." 

Mr. Thdkston said ; Mr. Chairman : Hawaii is a wonderful couiitry. We are di- 
vided into parties and nationalities and factions, bat there are moments when we 
are united and move shoulder to shoulder, moved by one common desire for the pub- 
lic good. Three times during the past twelve years this has happened— in 1880, 1887 
and to-day. They say it is ended, it is done, there is nothing 'to consider. Is it so! 
[Calls of no! no!] I say, gentlemen, that now and here is the time to act. [Loud 
cheers.] The Queen saja she won't do it again. [Cries of humbug.] Fellow-citi- 
zens, have you any memories? Hasn't she once before promised — sworn solemnly 
before Almighty Qod to maintain this oonstitutiont What is her word worth? 

E Calls of nothing! nothing]] It is an old sayiifg that a royal promise is made to be ' 
roken. Fellow -citizens, remember it. We have not songht this situation. Last 
Saturday the sun rose on a peaceful and smiling city ; to-day it is otherwise. 

Whose fault is it ! Queen LUinokalani'B. It is not her fanlt that the streets have 
not run red with blood. She has printed a proclamation and at the same time, per- 
haps sent out by the same carriers, her organ prints an extra with her speech with 
titterer language than in the Advertiser. She wants us to sleep on a slumbering 
volcano which will one morning spew out blood and destroy us all. The Constitu- 
tion gives us the right to assemble peacefully and express our grievances. We are 
here doing that to-day without arms. The man who has not the spirit to rise after 
the menaces to our liberties has no right to keep them. Has the tropic sun cooled 
and tMnned our blood, or have we flowing in our veins the warm, rich blood which 
loves liberty and dies for it? I move the adoption of the resolution. 
[Tamnltaone applause.] 
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Mr. H. F, Qt.ATiE. The Queen has done an unlawful ttiug in. ignoring tie conBll- 
tution which she had sworn to uphold. We niost decidedly protest against such 
revolutionary proceeding, and we shoiild do all we postsiblj can to prevent tier from 
repeating actions whicli result in disorder and riot. We now liave a promise flrom 
the Qneen that proceedings as we experienced on Saturday shall not occur again; 
but we should have such, assurances and guaranties for this promise that will really 
satisfyns and convince ns of the faith andeamestness of the promise given, of which 
we now have no aasuiance. What such gnaranties and assnranceB onght to be I 
cannot at this moment say or recommend. Thisshould bo referred to the committeo 
of safety for their careful consideration. I second the motion. 

Mr. Young, in addressing the meeting, apoke as follows : 

Mr. Chairmanand fellow-citizens: In June, 1887, 1 stood on this same platform and 
addressed an audience almost as large as the one uow before me. At that time we 
had met to consider a resolution that looked toward a new constitution, which pro- 
posed constitution was considered the most effeetual method of removing some fla- 
grant abuses in governmental iiffairs, practiced by the King and his cabinets. The 
constitution was promulgated. To-day we have met to consider the action of Her 
M^esty in attempting to set aside the constitution we all worked bo hard to have 
promalgated, in the lost interests of the sovereign and thepeople at large, as well 
as for the redemption of the credit of the Kingdom abroad. It has long been re- 
ported tbat at Borne favorable opportunity the Queen would spring a new constitn- 
tion upon the people and place matters even more in the bands of the sovereign 
than they -were before the revolution of 1887. Some did not believe the rumors, but 
the actions of the Queen in the last few days have convinced the most skeptical that 
the rumors were well founded and that she had been pregnant with tins unborn 
constitntion for a long time ; hnt it could not be born tillunder the propitious star. 

In trying to promulgate this long-promised constitntion the Queen has therefore 
premeditafoly committed a breach oi fkith with one portion of her subjects in order 
to satisfy the clamors of a faction of natives urged by the influence of a misohievona 
element of foreigners who mean no good to the Queen or the people, but simply for 
the purpose of providing avenues for carrying out more perfectly the smuggling of 
opium and diverting the contents of the treasury into their own pockets. A by- 
authority circular has now been handed around setting forth that the Queen and 
hercabtuethaddecidednottopresstLepromuleationof anew constitution; but can we 
depend on this promiseof Her Majesfyt Is this promise any more binding upon bet 
than the oath she took before Almighty God to support and maintain the present 
constitution? Has not die Queen resorted to very questionable methods in an un- 
derhanded way to remove what, to the people, was one of the most acceptable cabi- 
nets ever oommissiooed by any sovereiOTi in this Kingdom, in order that four other 
ministers mieht be appointed that would carry out her behest, treaaonaMe or other- 
wise, as mi^t be moat conveniently within their scope ? 

I say, have we any reasonable assurance ehat the Queen and her ministers have 



abaudonedfinallythenew constitution promulgation scheme! [Roars of "No" from 
the audience.] My fellow citizens, while the Queen and her cabinet continue to 
trifle with and play fast and loose with the affaira of state there can bo no feeling 
of security for foreign f&milies residing within these dorooius. There can be no 
business prosperity here at Lome, and our credit abroad must be of the fl.ini6iest and ' 
most uncertain nature. And yon, business .men, who are toiling honestly for your 
bread and butter, will have to put up with thin bread and much thinner bntter if 
this farcical work is continued. In order that matters may be set to rights i^ain, 
and that honest, stable, and honorable government may be maintained m Hawaii, 
I support the resolution and trust IJiat it will be passed unanimously by this meeting. 
Mr. C. BOLTE. Sinse the resolution which was read here has been written things 
have changed. On Saturday the Queen promised the native people that she would 
give them a new constitution under all circumstances ; she did not say exacily when, 
but as soon as possible. This morning a proclamation was issued, in which she says 
that her attempt to promulgate a new constitution last Saturday was made under 
stress of her native snb.jects, butthatshe willnotdo it again. An attempt to change 
the fundamental law of the land is a very serious matter, a matter that requires a 
good deal of consideration, and T am well convinced that this matter has been 
weighed and considered for more than a day by the Queen, and that there was no 
acting on the spur of the moment under the stress of her native subjects about it. 
It was her well premeditated conclusion that she would change the constitution so 
as to suit herself, on the day of prorogation of the legislature. Many people knew 
this several days ago, hut there have been so many rumors about all sorts of things 
that not veiy much attention was paid to It; it was expected that she might change 
her mind before that day would come. But she did not change her mina as soon as 
that ; she told the native people that ahe was ready to give them a new constitution 
right then and there, but that she could not do it because her ministers would not 
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let ber. Now she has changed her mind; she makes a aort of excuse for whait she 
did, and aays she wiU never do it again. 

It Beems to me that the question that jour committee lias to aak now, and which 
is for you gentlemen here in tbe meeting to decide is this: Are yon Batiafied with the 
assurance given in to-day's proclamation signed by the Queen and the four ministers, 
and will you eousidot tliis matter ended, or do yon desire greater and stronger gnar- 
antees for the safety and preservation of your life and liberty and property I I am 
one of the crfizens' committee of pnblie safety; ray views on the situation are ex- 
pressed in tlie resolutions which have just been read, and I trust you will show that 
yon are of the same mind as the committee by adopting these resolutions. 

Hon. H. P, Baldwin. I feel, with the rest of you, that the actions of the Queen 
have put the country in a very critical situation. Before tiiis revolutionary act of 
Her llajesty we were getting along. A iniuistry had been appointed which would 
probably have been able to pull us through. The McKinley bill bad put the whole 
country into a critical aituation. We were working np new industriea. Mr. Dil- 
lingham was trying to build a railroad aronnd this island. The Queen seems to 
have blinded herself to all these things. She has followed a whim of her own — a 
wbim of an irresponsible body of Hawaiians — and tried to establish a new eonsti- 
tntion. We must stop this; but we must not go beyond constitutional means. I 
f^vor this resolution, but tnink the committee should act within tlie constitution. 
There is no qnestion that the Queen has done a revolutionary act; there is no doubt 
abont that. The Queen's proclamation has not inspired eonlidence; but shall we 
not teach her to act within the constitution ? [Loud calls of "No."] Well, gentle- 
men, I am ready to act when the time comes. 

J, Bmmhldth wished to aay a few words on the situation. He had heard the 
Qneen's speech at the palace, and noted the espression of her face. It was fiendish. 
When the petitioners filed out he reflected on the fact that thirty men could paralyze 
the business of the community for twenty-four hours. It was not tliej that did it, 
buttle schemers behind them, and perhaps a woman, too. It was not the Hawaiians 
that wanted tbe now constitution; not those who worked. This was the third time 
that he had shut his doors, let his men go, and came up to this building. It would 
be the last time. If we let this time go by we would deserve all we would get. An 
opportunity came once in every lifetime. It had come to us, and if we fluished as 
we should, a repetition of last Saturday would never occur in this country again. 
[Applause.] We must stand shoulder to shoulder. There was but one course to 
pursue, and we would all see it. The manifesto of thie morning was bosh. "I won't 
do it any more; but give me a chance and I'll do it again." If the Queen had suc- 
ceeded last Saturday, myself and you would have been robbed of the privileges 
without which no white man can live in this community. " Fear not, be not afraid," 
was written in my Bible by my mother twenty-five years ago. Gentlemen, I have 
done. As far as the Hawaiians are concerned, all have an aloha for them, and we 
wish to have laws enabling us to live peaceably together, 

E. J. Grbbne. Fellow citizens, among the many things I never could do was to 
make an impromptu speech. I have tried it over and over again andnever succeeded 
but once, and that was after five weeks' preparation. Our patience baa been ex- 
hausted. We all agree about the case. The question is, tbe remedy. John Greene, 
of Ehode Island, entered the war of the Revolution and served fliroughout. His 
son, my father, served tbrongb the war of 1812, until that little matter was settled. 
In 1863 John Greene, my father, stood before a meeting like this, and said he had 
four sons in the war, of whom I was the youngest, and would serve himself if he was 
not too old. This esperienoe has biased my judgment as to some matters of civil 

fovemmeot. It is too late to throw obstacles across the path of its progress here. 
have adopted this flag and am loyal to it, but I am not willingto go one step back 
in the matter of civil liberty, and I will give tbe last drop of Rhode Island blood in 
my veins to go forward, and mot back. [Cheers.] 
Chairman Wilder read the latter part of the resolution. 

It was passed by a unanimous standing vote, without a dissenting voice, and 
tunid tremendous cheers, after which the meeting broke up. 
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1 No. TB.] 
[Daily Pacif rertiser, January 18, 1893.] 

5W SUA — THE REV< [BD BY THE ESTABUSHING OB A PBOVI- 

C BITIUMMG— 

B tjUIRT PKOTE< ( CITIZENS — FULL TEXT OF TBE PROC- 



All day yesterday the C' a state of expectancy, loolcing to the 

committee of public safety to ao sometJimg t<D end the state of tension, and to se- 
cure the rightH of all citizens against enroachment once and for all. Tlie oommittee 
in the meantime was not idle, but was incessantly occupied completing its organ- 
ization and perfecting the final airangements necessary to the proclamation of the 
Provisional Government and its protection hy an armed force. At abont2i30 o'clock 
an attempt was made hy three native policemen to arrest the progress of a wagon 
which was being driven up Fort street, by Mr. Bennet and Mr. Good. Those in 
charge of the wagon resisttid the attempt of the officers to arrest its oourse. One of 
the offlcers making a motion to draw a revolver, Mr. Good drew his own, and call- 
ing attention to the fact that lie was jaetilied in shooting, he fired, seeking, how- 
ever, te avoid, the infliction of a dangerons wound. The wagon pnrsued ite way, 
followed by a policeman in a back. This episode precipitated the movement. 
Citizens hurried te the Beretania street armory, where they wore formed into com- 
panies and marched to the Government building. 

In the meantime the committee of public safety, accompanied by memiiars of the 
government about to be formed, proceeded to the Government bnilding. They were 
entirely unarmed. Arrived at the Government building the committee inquired ibr 
the cabinet, but the ministers were not to be foond. They then demanded and re- 
ceived of Mr. Rassinger the possession of the building. The party now proceeded 
to the front steps and, in the presence of a rapidly increasing crowd, the following 
proclamation was read; 

Before the reading of the proclamation was completed the Tolimteers from the 
Kifles' armory began to assemble in force, Thegrounds of Aliiolani Hale were cleared 
and a guard set at all the gates. 

The following orders were then promptly issued by the Provisional Government: 



PEOVISIOSAI, GOVBRSMENT 



All persons favorable to the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands are 
hereby requested to forwith report to the Government at the Government building 
and to furnish the Government such arms and ammunition as they may have in their 
possession or control as soon as possible, in order that efficient and complete pro- 
tection of life and property and llie public peace may be immediately and efdciently 
pat into operation. 

Sanford B. DOI.E, 
J. A. King, 
P. C. Jones, 
William 0. Smith, 
Executive Couueil of the Frovisional Goverament of the Hawaiian Island*. 

John Eiimeluth, 
Andrew Brown, 

C. BOLTE, 

James F. Morgan, 

HENHY WATEEHOUaE, 

e. M. Damon, 
W. G. Ashley, 

E. D. Tbsnt, 

F. W. McChesnet, 
W. C. Wilder, 

J. A. McCANDLESa, 

"W. E. Castle, 
LORRINA A. Thuhston, 

p. J. WlLUBLM, 

ASvUory Council of (lie Provisional Govemmenl of the Saicaiitm Islands, 
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HoNOLULTi, Hawaiiajt ISLANDS, January 17, 1S$S. 

PEOVISIOKAl GOVERNMENT OP THE HAWAIIAN 16IANDS, 
[Order No. 2.) 

It ia hereby ordered and decreed that until furtlier ordered the right of the writ 
of habeas corpua is hereby suspended, and marshal law is hereby declared to exist 
throughout the iataud of Oahu. 

Sanpobd B. Dole, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
J. A. King, 

Minister of the Interior, 
P. C. Jones, 

Minieter of Finance, 
■William 0, Smith, 

A ttomey- General, 
Ikcemiiive Coilncilof the Frovisionat Government of the EaiBaiiaii lalandt. 
The Provisional Goyermaent sent for the Ute ministers, wbo were at the police 
station. Two of them came, and linaJlj ajl four repaired to theheadciuarteraof the 
new government, where formal demand waa made upon them for the possession of 
the police station. The esmiuiatera aalied for time to deliberate upon this demand. 
They went to the palace in company with Hon. Samnel M. Damon, and held a con- 
sultation with LHjuokalani. The result was a compromise proposition, which was 
rqected. by the Proviaional Government. After further consultation the following 
protest was noted : 

I, Liliuoakalani, by the grace of God and under the oonstitution of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom, Queen, do hereby nolemnjy protest against any and all acta done against my- 
self and the Conetitntionai Government of the Hawaiian Kingdom by certain persona 
olaiminc to have established a Provisional GJovemment of and for this Kingdom. 

That I yield to the superior force of the United States of Amerina., whose minis- 
ter plenipotentiary, hia excellency John L. Stevens, has caused United States troops 
to be landed at Honolnin and declared that be woutd support the said Provisional 
Government. 

Now, to avoid any colliaion of armed forcea and perhaps the loss of life, I do, nnder 
this protest, and impelled by said force, yield my authority until such time as the 
Government of the United States shall, upon the facta being presented to it, undo 
the action of its representative and reinstate me in the authority which I claim as 
the constitutional Sovereign of the Hawaiian Islands. 
Done at Honoluta this ITth da.y of January, A. D. 1893. 

LlLIDOKALASI, E, 

Samurl Fabser, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
Wm, H. Corn wall, 

Ministtr of Finance. 
Jno. p. Colbuhn, 

Minister of the Interior. 
A. P. Pbteksos, 

Attorney- General. 

(Indorsed :) Received by the bands of the late cabinet this 17th day of January, 
A. D. 1893. (Signed) Sanford B. Dole, chairman of the executive council of Pro- 
visional Government. 

The late Queen and cabinet accordingly yielded unconditionally, and the police 
station was turned over to Commander Soper and Cant. Zicgler with forty men 
ftora Company A. Mr. Wilson made a short address to the police force assembled in 
the station, telling them that resistance was no longer feasible. 

The Provisional Government sent notiiications of the situation to the represuata- 
tives of foreign powers. The following answer to the request for recognition was 
received flrom his excellency John L. Stevens ; 

"A Provisional Government having been duly constituted in the place of the recent 
Government of Qoeen Liliuokalani, and said Provisional Government being in full 
possession of the Government building, the archives, and the treaaury.andin control 
of the capital of the Hawaiian Islands, I hereby recognize said Provisional Govern- 
ment as the de facto Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 

" John u. Stevens, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoteaiiary of tke United States. 

At latest advices the Provisional Government was in complete possession of the 
city, and the only Government possessing, exercising, or claliaing any authority or 
power whataoever. 
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Mr. Sole to Mr. Foster. 

Department of Foreign Appaies, 
Sonolulu, Hawaiian IslanAs, Jtmuary 18, 1893. 

(Received February 3.) 
_ SlE : I li3Te the honor to inform you that, as president of the execn- 
tive aad adTisory couocil of the Provisional Gtovennnent of the Ha- 
waiian Islands, I have this day commissioned and appointed the fol- 
lowing gentlemen as special commissioners from this Government to 
that of the United States of America, viz, Hon. L. A. Thurston, W. R. 
Castle, esq., Hon. "W". C. Wilder, Charles L. Carter, esq., Hon. Joseph 
Marsden, accrediting them to his excellency the President of the United 
States. 
A copy of their credentials mil be found inclosed. 
Expressing the hope that these gentlemen will prove acceptable to 
the United States as the representatives of this Government, and that 
you will extend them all proper assistance in fortherance of their 
mission. 

With sentiments of the highest esteem and respect, 
I have, etc., 

Sanpord B. Dole, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
(InclosnreB:) Copies of the credential letters of tho five cominissioners. For text 
aee Credentials of Mr. Lonia A. ThurBtoa, printed as paper No. 13, post. 



Ex-Queen LtlimkaUmi to the President. 

(Eeceived February 3, 1893.) 

His Excellency Benjamin Harbison, 

President of the United States: 

My Great and Good Friend : It is with deep regret that I address 
you on this occasion. Some of my subjects, aided by aliens, have re- 
noimced their loyalty and revolted against the constitutional govern- 
ment of my Kingdom. They have attempted to dep<rae me and to es- 
tablish a provisional government, in direct conflict with the organic 
law of this Kingdom. Upon receiving incontestable proof that his 
excellency the minister plenipotentiary of the United States, aided 
and abetted their unlawful movements and caused United States 
troops to be landed for that purpose, I submitted to force, believing 
that he would not have acted in that manner unless by the authority 
of the Government which he represents. 

This action on my part was prompted by three reasons: The futility 
of a conflict with the United States; the desire to avoid violence, 
bloodshed, and the destruction of life and property, and the certainty 
which I tfeel that you and your Government will right whatever wrongs 
may have been inflicted upon us in the premises. 

In due time a statement of the ti-ue facts relating this matter will be 
laid before you, and I live in the hope tliat yon will judge uprightly 
and justly between myself and my enemies, 
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This appeal is not made for myself personally, but for my people t*1io 
liave hitherto always enjoyed the Mendship ajid protection of the 
United States. 

My opponents have taken the only vessel -which could be obtained 
here for the purpose, and hearing of their intention to send a delega- 
tion of their numbeT to present Sieir side of this conflict before yon, I 
requested the favor of sending by the same vessel an envoy to yon, to 
lay before you my statement, as the facts appear to myself and my 
loyal subjects. 

This request Las been refused and I now ask you that in justice to 
myself and to my people that no steps be taken by the Government of 
the TTiiited States until my cause can be heard by you. 

I shall be able to dispatch an envoy about the 2d day of February, 
as that will be the first available opportunity hence, and he will reach 
you with every possible haste that there may be no delay in the settle- 
ment of this matter. 

I pray you, therefore, my good friend, that you will not allow any con- 
clusions to be reached by you until my envoy arrives. 

I beg to assure you of the continuance of my highest consideration. 
LiLIUOILALANI, B. 

nOMOLULU, January 18, 1893. 



Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, 

No. SO.] Uhited States LBCtATioTf, 

Honolulu, Jwnuary 19, 1893. (Eeceived Pebruary 3.) 

SiE: The Provisional Government of Hawaii, by special steamer,, 
send a commission to Washington with fuU powers to negotiate with 
the Government of the United States. It is composed of six representa- 
tive men of the highest respectability. Hon. "William C. Wilder is the 
president and chief manager of the Interisland Steamship Company, 
running steamers among the islands, and he has large property inter- 
ests in Honolulu. Hon. C. M. [surname omitted] is a leading lumber 
merchant, doing business with Puget Sound and Oregon, bom here of 
the best American stock. Hon. L. A. Thurston is one of the most, if 
not the most talented and influential man on the islands, and is of the 
highest respectability. He and his father were bom on the islands, of 
Connecticut parentage. Though a young man, he was the leading 
member of the reform cabinet from July, 18S7, to 1890, 

Hon. WUham H. Castle is a lawyer of eminence, bom on the islands, 
of western Kew York parentage, his father stiU living here at the age 
of 84, having resided in Honolulu nearly half a century, and for many 
years exercised a large influence here. Mr. Charles P. Carter is the 
son of the recent Hawaiian minister at Washington, Hon. H. P. Carter, 
and is an accomplished and most reliable gentleman, American to the 
core, and has a Michigan wife. Hon. Mr. Marsden is of English birtli, 
is a prominent business man and a noble in the legislature. 

These six commissioners represent a large preponderating proportion 
of the property holders andcommercial interests of these islands. They 
are backed by the influences which will enable them to fiilly carry out 
their agreements with the United States Government. 
I am, sh', etc, 

JohnL. Stevens. 
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No. 6. 

ITelegtam.] 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Stevens. 

Department op State, 

Wmhingtom, Januarif 28, 1893. 
Your dispatcTi, telegraphed ftom San Francisco, announcing revela- 
tion and estabiishment of a Provisional Government was received to- 
day. Tour coarse in recognizing an unopposed de facto government 
appears to have been discreet and in accordance witSi the facts. The 
rule of this Government has uniformly been to recognize and enter into 
relation with any actual government in ftiU possession of effective power 
with the assent of the people. You wiU continue to recognize the new 
Government under such conditions. It is trusted that the change, be- 
sides conducing to the tranquillity and welfare of the Hawauan Is- 
lands, will tend to draw closer the intimate ties of amity and common 
interests which so conspicuously and necessarily lint them to the 
United States. You will keep in constant coinmunication with the 
commander of the United States naval force at Honolulu, with a view 
to acting if need be for the protection of tHe interests and property of 
American citizens and aiding in the preservation of good order under 



the changed condition reported. 



John "W. Foster. 



No. 7. 

Mr. Tracy to Mr. Foster. 

Navt Depabtment, 
WasUnffton, January S8, 1893. (Received January 28.) 
SiE- I have the honor to inclose for your infonnation a copy of a 
diapatch received this date from Capt G. 0. Wiltse, commanding officer 
U. S. S. Boston. 

I have, etc., _ „ „ 

' B. F. TRACY, 

Secretary of the A^avy. 



Capt. WUUe to Mr. IVtwj. 

Hoxoi.ut,t;, Jauiinr^ 13, 189S. (Via San Franciaon, January 28.) 
Tto caT)iDet was voted out on Jaiinary 12; another was appointed on January 14, 
oo wliich (iate the Queen ptorojcued tbe legislature and attempted to proclaim new 
constitntion. At 2 p, m. on Jannaiy 16 the citizens met and organizeda oommittej 
of safety. At 4 ;30 p, m. landed force In accordance with the reqneat of tiie United 
States minister plenipotentiaiy. ,,,.■>. a j.i. n 

Tuesday inth) afternoon the Provisional GoTernnient was eBtahlished; tbe yueen 
3 dethroned. The revolution was accomplished without loss of life. Everj-tOiing is 
quiet. Commission appointed so as to negotiate terms of aoinexation to the Xjmted 
A States Govemment. ^^^^^^ 
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No. 8. 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster. 
[Telegram] 

HONOLtiLU, Febrwarp 1, 1893. 
(Via San Francisco. Feb. 9, 1893. Keceived Feb. 9, 4:30 p. m.) 
ProviaionalGoveriuneDtof Hawaii gaining power andrespect. /Evftry- 
tliing is quiet. Annexation sentimenh is increasing. Dead moiiarcJij' 
and opposition to annexation is supported chiefly by. lottery and opiuui 
ring. Today at 9 a, m., in accordance with the request of ProTlsional 
Grovernment of Hawaii, I have placed GovemmentofHawaii under the 
United States protection during negotiations, not interfering with the 
execution of public affairs. Have mailed important dispatches. Have 
sent duplicate copies of dispatches. It is advisable that Commodore 
Skerrett proceed at once to Honolulu, Sandwich Islands, witli one or 
more United States ships as precautionary measures. 



Mr. Smith to Mr. Foster. 

Hawaiian Legation, 
Washington^ February 3, 1893. (Eeeeived February 3.) 
SiE : I beg to submit to you (copy of ) oflcial dispatch of the Provi- 
sional Government of Hawaii, received by me yesterday. 

It announces the sending of five commissioners, Hon. L. A. Thnrst<in, 
W. E. Castle, esq., Hon, W. C. Wilder, C. L. Carter, esq., Hon. Joseph 
Marsden, to treat with the Government of the United States. 

These gentlemen will arrive in Washington this day, and with your 
consent, I shall be glad to present them to you to-morrow, at the State 
Department, 

Eeuewing assurance of my highest consideration, 

J. MoTT Smite. 



Mr. Dole to Mr. Smith. 

DRPAKTMBNT op FORBIIW AFPAIKa, 

Honolulu, Hawaiian lalandf, January 18, 1S9S. 

Sir: Thavo the honor to informyonreKoellenoyttiatbjpublicprociiUnatioii made 
on the ITth instaut, from the Govermneut huildlng, in all ft)rma] style, the Mawaiian 
mMiaroby was abrogated and a Provisional Government over the Hawauan lalauds 
BHtabliahed., as is duly set forth in the copy of the proclamation handed to your ex- 
cellency herewith , 

It haviug been fonnd necessarj' to dispatch a commission of five gentlemen to 
Washington for the purpoae of carrying oat the^rovisions expresaed in each proo- 
lamatiou, I have this day, by and with the advii« and consent jof the eseontive 
and adyisoTy councils of the Provisional G^vcrnoienE, appointed and commissioned 
the following-named gentlemen as sach commissioners; Hon. L A. Thnraton, W. R. 
Castle, eact., Hon. W. C. Wilder, C. I., Carter, esq., Hon-, .loseph Marsden, who have 
been presented with tlie proper credentials to the President of the United States 
and the Secretary of State. 
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I ■would therefore req^nest your excellency 
in yoiir power to the fiirtbering of their miss 
vieioTial Government earnestly desires to consiin 

Witli the highest respect aud conaideratioit, 
I haTe t^e honor, etc., 



No. 10. 

Mr, Tracy to Mr, Foster. 

Navy Department, 
WtisMngton, February 3, 1893. (Eeceived Pebraary 3.) 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of a communica- 
tion received this day from Oapt. G-. C. Wiltse, U. S. Navy, command- 
ing the TJ. S. S. Boston, relating to Hawaiian affairs. 
1 have the honor, etc., 



B. P. Tract, 
Secreta/ry of the Navy. 



[Indoanre.] 

Capt. Willee to Mr. Tracy. 

TJ. S. S. Boston, Seconj> Rate, 

Hoaolidu, Haivaiian Islands, Jamiary IS, ISSS. 

Sir: I Jiiwe the honor to make the following report concerning the condition of 
political aft'airs in the Hawaiian lalands: 

As stated in my comig»nioation of January 4, 1893, the ISoaton sailed from this 
port for Hilo, Hawaii, with the United States minister on board 

During the absence of the ship from this port, on January 12, the cabinet waa 
vot«(l out of office by a vote of 25 to 16. Another cabinet was appointed on 
Jannary 14. 

On the morning of January 14 the Boston arriveil in this port from Lahina, Maui, 
and came to anchor. At noon on the same day the legislature was prorogaed by 
the Queen, and it was rumored that the Queen intended proclaiming a new consti- 
tution. Tills, however, was not doae. On Monday, January 16, there ■was a large 
and enthusiastic mass meeting, composed of the representative men of Honolulu, 
held in the largest hall in the city, at 2 p. m. On the saroe day I received from tM 
United States minister a request to land the sailors and marines of the Bmton to 
protect the United States legation, consulate, and the lives and property of Amer- 
ican citizens. 

At 4:30 p. m.- Jannary 16, I landed the ship's battalion ■nnder command of Lieut. 
Commander William T. Swinburne, 

One detachment of marines was placed at the legation and one at tie consulate, 
■while the main body of men, with two pieces of artillery, were quartered in a hall 
of central location near the Government building. 

On Tuesday, January 17, a provisional govetniuent was established and the Queen 
dethroned. 

The Provisional Government took possession of the Government buildings, the 
archives, and the treasury, the Queen acquiescing under protest. The Provisional 
(SiivBrnmBT... ^<^B recognized as the de facto Govemment of the Hawaiian Islands by 
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The revolution has heen accomplished without the loas of a single life, and to- 
day, January 18, th« Proviaional Government has poasesaion and contiol of the city, 
which is nndei' martial law. 

I am informed that eommissionera wiU leave to-morrow for Washington fully 
accredited for purpuaea of negotiation to permit these islands to eome under the 



The Hawaiian speciai commissioners to Mr. Foster. 

WashihGton, February 3, 1893. 

SiB: We have the honor to hereby inform you that by order of his 
exeeJlency Sanford B. Dole, president and minister of foreign affairs 
of the executive council of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands and of the executive cotmcil of such Government. Messrs. L. 
A. Thurston, W. C. Wilder, W. E. Castle, J. Marsden, and 0. L. 
Carter have been constituted and appointed special ciitmmissioners 
to the President of the United States, with instructioua to proceed 
forthwith to Washington and there to represent to the President and 
Government of the United States of America the facts leading up to 
and concerning the establishment of the Provisional Government of 
the Hawaiian Islands, and to request from such Government of the 
United States of America that the acknowledgment and recognition 
of such Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands heretofore 
given to such Provisional Government by his excellency John L. Ste- 
vens, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America at Hawaii, may be confirmed by the President and 
Government of the United States of America. 

Aad also the said commissioners are instructed and folly authorized 
and empowered by the said Provisional Government to negotiate a treaty 
between the said Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands and 
the Government of the United States of America, by the terms of which 
full and complete political union may be secured between the United 
States of America and the Hawaiian Islands. 

In accordance with snch instructions we hereby present for your 
consideratiou a brief statement of the principal facts leading up to and 
concerning the establishment of the Provisional Government of th» 
Hawaiian Islands, as follows : 

On Saturday, the 14th of January, ultimo, Her Majesty Liliuokalani,, 
Queen of the Hawaiian Kingdom, attempted with force to abrogate 
the existing constitution of the Hawaiian Kingdom and promulgate a 
new constitution. Snch attempt was resisted by her cabinetj whom 
she threatened with violence. She finally desisted from her attempt 
to immediately promulgate the proposed constitution, announcing in 
two public speeches, however, that she had not abandoned such pro- 
ject, but would carry the same into effect " within a few days." 

All of the military and police forces of the Kingdom being directly 
under the control of the personal adherents of the Queen, the cabinet 
appealed to citizens lor protection and support against the proposed 
aggression. The citizens rallied in opposition to the project of the 
Queen, and at a public meeting appointed a comjnittee of public safety, 
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of thirteen membere, to consider the situation and devise ways and 
means for the maintenance of the public peace and the protection of 
life and property. 

After considering the situation, such committee called a public meet- 
ing of citizens on Monday, the 16th of said January. Such meeting 
was duly held, to the number of about fliteen hundred of the leading 
citizens. A report by such committee was submitted to such meeting, 
recommending the adoption of certain resolutions. Such resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. A copy of such report and resolutions, 
marked Inclosure A, is herewith submitted. 

A few houi-8 before such meeting a proclamation was issued by the 
Queen and cabinet, a copy of which is inclosed herewith and marked 
Inclosure B. 

On the afternoon of the same day, ttie Queen then having about four 
hundred men under arms and the people being in open pieparation for 
dethroning her, with every indication of a conflict, the United States 
tioops landed and a guard was stationed at the American consulate 
and legation and the remainder were quartered in a public hall hired 
for that purpose. 

They neither then nor at any time since have taken any part eitier 
tor or against the Queen or the Provisional Government. 

After full consideration by the said committee and consultation with 
leading citizens of all nationalities, it was the unanimous opinion of 
such committee and citizens that the statements of fact in such proclama- 
tion did not detract from the necessity for action, and the undertaking 
therein contained was deemed uurehable; and for the reasons briefly 
set forth in such above-mentioned report of the committee of safety 
and resolutions, and also in the proclamation hereunder referred to, 
there was no longer any possibility of efBciently and permaneniiy main- 
taining the public peace and the protection of life, liberty, and property 
in Hawaii under the existing system of government, and tjiat the only 
method of maintaining such permanent peace and security was by se- 
curing the assistance and support of the Government of the United 
States, or some other foreign power possessed of sufBcient force to 
prevent the future possibility of revolution or despotic assumption of 
power in derogation of the rights of the people. 

In accordance with such conclusion, such committee, representing 
almost the entire property and intelligence of the Hawaiian Islands, on 
the 17th day of said January issued a proclamation abrogating the 
monarchy, deposing Queen Lilinokalani, and establishing a Provisional 
Government, "to exist until terms of union with the United States of 
America have been negotiated and agreed upon," a copy of which proe 
lamatiou, marked Inclosure C, is subndtted herewith. 

Immediately after such proclamation such Provisional Government 
took possession of the city of Honolulu, including the Government 
buildings, the archives and the treasury, and within a few hours thece- 
after received surrender of all the military and police forces, thereby 
coming into fiiU possession of the Kingdom. 

Immediately after such possession had been obtained notification 
thereof was given to the representatives of all foreign countries repre- 
sented at Honolulu, accompanied by the request that such representa- 
tives extend to said Provisional Government their recognition. 

In reply to such request the representative of the United States of 
America accorded such recognition upon the same day that it was re- 
quested, to wit, the 17th of said January, and on the tbllowing day 
recognition of such Provisional Government was made by the repre- 
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sentativesof G-ermany, Austria- Hungary ^taJy, Kussiaj Spain, iNorway 
, and Swed^fl, Tlie Het&erlauds, Denmark, Belgium, Mexico, Chile, Pern, 
and China; and on the following day, to wit, the 19th of said January, 
recognition of suoh Provisional Government was extended by the repre- 
sentatives of Prance and Portugal. Copies of the acknowledgments 
of the said representatives of foreign Governments, with the exception 
of those of the representatives of Portugal and Prance, which were 
received too late to obtain copies thereof, are inclosed herewith, marked 
Inclosure D. 

In farther pursuance of such instructions we hereby request that 
the acknowledgment and recognition of the Provisional Government of 
the Hawaiian Islands by the representative of the United States of 
America at Hawaii may be confirmed by the Government of the 
United States of America. 

And- also iu farther pursuance of such instructions we herewith 
present a communication from the said executive council of the Pro- 
visional Government of the Hawaiian Islands to Benjamin Harrison, 
President of the United States of America, infomiiDg him of the 
appointment of the above-named L. A. Thurston, W. C. Wilder, W. 
E. Castle, J. Marsden, and C. L. Carter as special commissioners with 
fall power and authority to negotiate and agree upon the terms of a 
union of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands and the 
Government of the United States of America, the original of which is 
inclosed herewith and marked Inclosure E. 

The commissions of the said above-named gentlemen, as such special 
commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, are also inclosed herewith for 
inspection, and marked Inclosure P, 

In further pursuance of such instructions, we also hereby request that 
a treaty may be concluded between the Government of the United 
States of America and the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands, by the terms of which full and complete political union may 
be secured between the United States of America and the Hawaiian 
Islands, and for that purpose we hereby request that negotiations may 
be opened between the representatives of the Government of the United 
States of America and the said special commissioners on behalf of the 
Provisional Government. 

In further pursuance of such instructions, we also herewith submit a 
copy of a protest made by her ex-majesty Queen Liliuokalani against 
the action of the said Provisional Government, which is marked Inclo- 
sure G. 

We have the honor, etc., 

L. A, Thuestok, 
W. 0. Wilder, 
Wm. B. Castle, 
J. Maesden, 
. Cmaelbs h. Cakteb, 

special Commissioners of the Provisional Government 

of the Hawaiian Islands. 



To the dlizerii of Ronolulu : 

On themomingof last Saturday, tlie Hth instant, the city was startled by the in- 
fitrmatioii that ^r Majeaty, Qu«en Liliaokalani, had announced het intention to ar- 
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bitrarily promulgate a new oonBtitution, and tliat three of the newly appointed 
cabinet mtttistera had, or were about to, resiEu in consequence thereof. 

Immediately after the proro^tion of the legialature, at noon, the Queen, accoiU' 
panied by her orders by lie cabinet retired to flie palace; the entire military force of 
the Government was ilrawn up in line in trout of the building, and remained tbere im- 
til dark, and a crowd of several hnndred natives, sympathizers with the constitution 
project, gathered in the throne room and about tbe palace. The Queen then retired 
with the cabinet; informed them that she had anew constitution ready; that sbe in- 
tended to promulgate it and proposed to do ao then and there, and denmnded that 
they connleraign her signature. 

She turned a deaf ear to their statements and protests, that the proposed action 
would inevitably cause tbe streets of Honolulu to ran red with blood, and threat- 
ened that unless they complied with her demand she would herself immediately 
go out upon the steps of the palace and announce to the assembled crowd that the 
reason she did not give them the new constitution was because the ministers would 
not let her. Three of the ministers, fearing mob violence, immediately withdrew 
and returned to the (government building. Tlie.v were imraediately summoned bact 
to tbe palace but refused to go, on the ground that there was no guaranty of their 
personal safety. 

The only forces under the control of the Government are the household guards 
and the polioe. The former are nominally under the control of the minister of ftreijgn 
affairs, and actually under their immediate commander, M^. Nowlein, a personal 
adherent of the Queen. 

Tbe police are under the control of Marshal Wilson, the open and avowed royal 
favorite. Although the marshal is nominally under the control of the attorney- 
general, Her Majesty recently announced in a public speech that she would not 
allow bim to be removed. Although the marshal now states that he is opposed to 
the Queen's proposition, he also states that if the final issue arises between the 
Queen and the cabinet and the people he will support tbe Queen, 

The cabinet was absolutely powerless and appealed to citizens for support. 

Later they relnctantly returned to tbe palace, by request of the Queen, and for 
nearly two bonis she endeavored to force them to acquiesce in her desire, and upon 
their final refusal aiinonnced in a public speech in the throne room and again from 
tbe upper gallery of the pala<* that sbe desired to issue the oonatitntion but was 
prevented from doing so by her ministers and would issue it in a few days. 

Tbe citizens responded to the appeal of the cabinet to resist tbe tevolutionaiy at- 
tempt of the Queen by gathering at the oflioe of William O. Smith. 

Later in the aftfinioou it was ielt that bloodshed and riot were imminent; that the 
community could espoot no protection from the legal authorities ; that on the con- 
trary they would undoubtedly be made the instruments of royal aggression. An im- 
promptu meeting of citizens was held, which was attended by the aitomey-gencral, 
and which was addressed, among others, by the minister of the interior, J. F. Cal- 
bnm, who staled to the meeting substantially the foregoing facts. 

Tbe meeting nnauiraously passed a resolution that the public welfare reqnired tiie 
appointment of a ooimnittee of public aafety of thirteen, to consider the situation 
and devise ways and means lor ttie maintenance of the public peace and the protec- 
tion of life and property. 

Such committee was forthwith appointed and has followed its instructions. 

The first step which the committee consider necessary is to secure openly, publicly, 
and peaceably through the medium of a mass meeting' of citizens a condemnation of 
the proceeding of the party of revolution and disorder and a confirmation from such 
larger meeting of tbe authority now vested in the committee. 

For such purpose the committee hereliy recommends the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolution : 

EESOLUTION'. 

(1) Whereas Her Majesty Lilluotalaui, acting in conjunction with certain other 
persons, has illegally aud unconstitutionally, and against the advice and consent of 
the lawful executive officers of the Government, attempted to abrogate the existing 
constitution and proclaim a new one in subversion of the rights of the people; 

(2) And whereas such attempt has been accompanied by threats of violence and 
bloodshed and a display of armed force ; and such attempt and acts aud threats are 
revolutionary and treasonable in character ; 

(3) And whereas Her Majesty's cabinet have informed her that snob contemplated 
action was unlawful and would lead to bloodshed and riot, and have implored and 
demanded of her to desist from and renonnce such proposed action ; 

(4) And whereas such advice has been in vain, and Her Mnjesty has in a public 
speech annouiioed that sbe was desirous and ready to promulgate such ci — ■-"—'-- -- 
the same being now ready for suchpurpose, and that lie only reasc ^ 
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promnlgated was because abs had met with unexpected ohstaclea, and that a fitting 
opportunity in the future mnBt beawaited for the conBummation of such object, which 
would be within a, few days; 

(5) And whereas at a public meeting of citizens held in Honolulu on the 14th day 
of Jajiiiary instant a committee of thicte«n to be known as the " Committee of Public 
Safety" was appointed to consider the situation and devise ways and means to consider 
ate situation of the public peace and safety and the preservation of life and property ; 

(6) And whereas such committee has recommended the calling of this mass 
meetiugof citizens to protest against and condemn such action, and has this day 
presented a report to such meeting denouneing the aotionof the (Jueen and her sup- 
porters as being unlawful, unwarranted, in derogation of the rights of the people, 
endangering the peace of the community, and tending to excite riot, and cause the 
loss of life and destruction of property. 

Now, therefore, we, the citizens of Honolulu, of all nationalities, and regardless of 
political party affiliations, do hereby condemn and denounce the action of the Queen 
and her supporters. 

And we do hereby i atify the appointment and indorse the action and report made 
by the said committee of safety; and we do hereby further empower such committee 
to further consider the situation, and further devise such ways and means as may be 
necessary to secure the permanent maintenance of law and order and the protection 
of life, liberty, and property in Hawaii. 



Her Ma.testy's ministers desire to express their appreciation for the q^ulet and order 
which has prevailed in this community since the events of Saturday, and are author- 
ized to say that the position taken by Her Majesty in regard to the promulgation of 
a new constitution, was under stress of her native subjects. 

Authointy is given for the assurance that any chanses desired in the fundamental 
law of the land wiH be sought only by methods provided in the constitution itself. 

Her Majesty's minister'^ request all citizens to accept the assurance of Her Majesty 
in the same spirit which it is given, 

LlLlUKALANl. 
SAMUBL PARttKlt, 

Wnisier of Foreign Affairs. 
W. H, CowTWBLi,, 
Minister of Finance. 

JOHK F. COLBTJRN, 

Minisfer of ihe Interior. 
A. P. Peterson, 

A Itome^- Geaeral. 
lOLANi Palace, Januanj IS, 1S35. 



[bidiienTeD.] 

United States Legation, 
Bonohdtt, Hawaiian lalavda, Januanj 17, 1853. 
A Provisional GrOTemment having been duly constituted in the place of the recent 
Government of Queen Liliukalani, and said Provisional Government being in full 
posBCBsion of the Government buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and in con- 
trol of the capital of the Hawaiian Islands, I hereby recognize said Provisional Got- 
is the defofto Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 

John L. Stbvkns, 
Mnxoy Exiraordma/rn and MinUier Flen^otenliary of the United Slatee. 
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Imperiai, Gkrman Coksulatis, Hawaiian Isiakds, 

Sonolula, January IS, 1893. 
Gentlemen: I have the honor to own receipt of your esteeniecl fa^orof yesterday'B 
date, and hereby tuke much pleasure to recognize and acknowledge, on hehalf of ^e 
Govemraent of Germiuiy, the present Government of the Hawaiian Islands, and that 
I shall do all in my power to further and snpjiort the same. 

I have the honor to remain, gentlemen, jour moat obedient servant, 

H, F. Glape, 
Imperial German Consul. 
Mosais. Sanforb B. Dole, J, A. King, P. C. Jonbs, and Wiluam 0. Smith, 

ExcLiitive Covn(M of the FrimsUmal Government in iTowaii. 



Adstro-Hungariax Consulate, Hawaiian Islands, 

Honolulu, JanuaTTi IS, 1S93. 
Gentlemien : 1 have the honor to own receipt of ^aat esteemed favor of yester- 
day'B date, and hereby take much pleasure to recognize and acknowledge, on behalf 
of the Anatro-Hnngarlan Government, the present Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands, and that I shall do all in my power to further and support the same. 
I liave the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

H. F. Glade, 
AaetroSungarian Conmtl. 
Messrs. Sasfoep B. Dole, J. A. KlHG, P. C, JONES, and Wiijjam O. Smith, 

Executive Coujtcil of the I^ovieional Govemiaeal in SawaU. 



HoNOLCLC, January IS, 1S9S. 

Gbstlbhen! I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yonr comumni cation 
of yesterday's date, together with a copy of the pi^oclamation issned yesterday, 
whereby yon inform me that fur reHsona set forth thu Hawaiian momLrohy has bees 
abrogated and a Fruvisioual Government established, the same beins; now in poasea- 
sion of the Government departmental bnildinss, the arohivea, and the treaanry, and 
whereby yon request me to recogniBe the aaiii Provisional Government on behalf of 
the Government of Italy aa the exjstinjf Se/nc(o Government of the Hawaiian lalaiids 
and to afford to it the moral support of my Government. 

In response I have the honor to aay tliat I comply with the above retiuest and 
lecogniae the said Provisional Government as far as my nntbority as consul for Italy 
may permit mo to act for and on behalf of His Italian Majesty's Government in the 
premises. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, you very obedient servant, 

V. A. SCHAEBBK, 

Consul for Italy. 
Hoj). Santowd B, Doe.b, J. A. Kiso, P. C. Jones, and W. O. Sjiith. 
MxecuUve Conneil of the Provisional Govcrmaent of the Hctwaiiaitlslande, 



VicB-CoNSDLAiB OP Russia, 

RoHoJula, Jansarij IS, 1893. 
Sirs : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 17th 
instant, and in reply beg to inform you that I take the pleasure to recognize the 
Provisional Govermiient of Hawaii, as deJined in the proclamation incloseil in youi 
letter on behalf of the Government of Russia, and I shall att'ord to it my moral support 
as representative of the country last named. 

I have the honor to be, sirs, youi most obedient servant, 

J. F. Hackpeld, 
Acliiig ViBe-ConMl, 
Messrs. SANf ort> B. Doij;, J, A. King, P. C. Jones, and Williaje O. Smith, 

ExecuUm Coaneil of the Frovimnal Government of Hawaii, SonoWVi 
S. Ex. 70 3 
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HOSOI.UI.U, Jamiary 18, 18S3. 
Gentlemen; I have tie honor to own the receipt of your communication of s^es- 
terday'B date, together witii a copy of the proclamation iaaiied ycstenlay, informing 
me that for reasons set forth the Hawaiian monarchy has been abrogated and apro- 
visional government established, and requesting me to recognize the said Provisional 
Govel'niuent, on behalf of the Spanish Government, as the existing de facto Govern- 
ment of the Hawaiian Islands, and to afford to it the moral support of my Govera- 

bi response I have the honor to aay that I comply with the above request and 
recognize the said Provisional Government as the >te /oc«i> Government of the Ha- 
waiian Islands within the scope of my authority. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

H. Ebnjes, 
Fiee-CoKsulfor Spain. 
Hons. Saxford B. Dolk, J. A. Kijs'g, P. C. Jones, and W. O. Smith, 

£xeoutive Council of the Fronisioital Goventiueai of the Saivaiian IslaiidB. 



KONGL. SWISKSTA OCH WORSTA KONFUliTBT, 

Honolwia, January IS, 1893. 

Gkstlemen; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your eicellenoies' 

communication of January 17, informing me that the Hawaiian monarchy has been 

abrogated-and that a provisional government has been established in Hawaii for 

reasons set forth in a proclamation, of which yon sent me a copy; also that such 

Srovlsional government has been proclaimed, is now iu possession of the Grovenunent 
epartmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and is in control of the city, 
•in reply to yonr request to recognize the Provisional Government andaffovdittbe 
moral support of my Government, I beg to say that I do recogni/e it as the eiisting 
de/aeloGovemment of the Hawaiian Islands, and that I shall report to my Govern- 
ment immediately. 

■Yooi- eiuellencies' most obedient servant, 

H. W. Schmidt, 

Consul. 



Consulate or The Netherlands, 

ffottolnlti, Jatmary 18, 1893. 

Sir; I have the honor to acfenowledge the receipt of the communication of the 
cxecntive council of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands, announc- 
ing the abrogation of the Hawaiian monarchy; of your possession ol the Govern- 
ment departanental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, aa well aa being in 
contJ^ol of toe city. 

Added to the above is your request for the ofltcial recognition of the existing de 
faeto Government of the Hawaiian Islands onbehalf of the Kincdom of the Nether- 
lands, which I have the honor to represent, and to give yon tie moral support of 



In reply I take pleasure in assuring the gentlemen of the executive council that 
I cordially eKtenfl to Ihem full assent to their claim for recognition, and of my 
intention to add such mora) support as may come within the scope of my consular 
authority. 

1 have the honor to be, gentlemen, your very obedient servant, 

John H. Paty, 
Consul for The Nelherlanda. 
Messrs. S. B. Dole, J. A. King, P. C. Jones, and W. O. Smith, 

Mxmilive CouwAi, Sawaiian Provisional Goventnwul, eU. 



EoYAi Danish Consulate, 

Monolul-a, January IS, 1895. 
Sirs: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commonication of yes- 
terday's date, inclosing a copy of proclamation issued last evening, informing me 
that for reasons set forth in said proclamation the Hawaiian monarchy has been ab- 
rogated and a provisional government established, which is now in possession of the 
Govemmeat departmental buildings, tlie archives, and the treaaniy, aad request- 
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ing me, on hehalf of tte Governiaeut of Denmark, to recognize said. Provisional Gov- 
erument as the de faoto Government of the Hawaiian Islands, and to aocord to it txie 
moral snppott of my Government. 

In reply I have tne honor to state that I hereby comply with the ahove request, 
recognize the said Provisional Government as the de faoto Government of the Ha- 
waiian Islands, to the extent that my authority will allow me to act, pending a reply 
from my Government. 

I have the honor to he, sirs, yours, most obediently, 

E. C. MACPARLANli, 

Aeting Vice-Conml fur Denmark. 
Messrs. Sanford B. Dole, J. A. King, P. C. Jones, and Wilt.iam 0. Smith, 
MxeeaHve CountAl of Proviaional Government of the Maimiian Islands. 



CoNSDlATE OF Bklgium, January IS, ISSS. 
Sibb; I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your comiBunioation of the 
17th instant, and in reply beg to inform you that 1 take pleasure to recognize the 
Provisional Government of Hawaii, as defined in the proolamation incloeoa iu your 
letter, in behalf of the Government of Belgium, and I shall afford to it my moral 
support as representative of the country last named. 

I have the honor to be, sirs, yonr most obedient servant^ 

J. F. Hackpbld, 

Cimaul. 
Messrs. Sanfokd B. Dole, J. A. Kino, P. C. Jones, und William 0. Smith, 

Mx&ntiive CouniHl of the Provisional Qotenmcnt of Hawaii, Sonolnla. 



Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, January IS, 1S9S. 
Gestlemkk : I have the honor to aoknowledgo the receipt of your oonminnication 
of .yesteiday's date, togetlier with a copy of the proclamation issued yesterday, i%- 
foi'ming me that for reasons set forth the Hawaiian monarchy has been abrogated 
ajid a provisional government established, and requestiug mo to recognize the said 
Provisional Government on behalf of the Mexican Govemmeut as the existing de 
facto Government of the Hawaiian Mands, and to afforil to it the moral support of 
my Government. 

In answer I have the honor to state that I comply with the above reqnest and 
reeognizethesaid Provisional Government as tliede/oew Government of tlie Hawaiian 
Islands, within the scope of my aothority. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

H. Eknjus, 
Coneul for Mexico. 
Hona. Sanfoed B. Dole. J. A. King, P. C. Jones, and W. O. Smith, 

-Exeeative Counml of the Frovisional Govemmeni of the Mawaiian Islands, 



Consulate of Chile, 
Sonolwhi, Eawa'mn Inlands, Janvars 18, 1393. 

Gentlkmbn: Ihavethehonortoacknowledge the receipt of your communication 
of yestenlay'a date, together with a copy of the proolamation issued yesterday, 
whereby I am informed that for reasons set forth the Hawaiian mouarchy has beeu 
abrogoted and a Provisional Government established, the same beio^ now in posses- 
sion of lie Government departmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and 
whereby you request me to recognize the said Provisional Government as the existing 
defacio Government onbohalf of the Government of Chile and afford to it the mortul 
support of my Government. 

In response! have the lienor to say that I comply with the above request and 
recognize tlie said Provisional Government as the ^e facto Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands so far as my authority as consul of Chile may permit me to act for and on 
behalf of the Government of the Republic of Chile in the premises. 
I have the honor to be, goutlemen, your obedient servant, 

H. A. SCHAEFER, 

Consul for Chile. 
Eohb, Sanfoed B. Dolb, J. A. King, P. C. Jones, and W. O. Smith, 

£xeoMve Coitncil of the Provieioiml Ovvernmeitt of tlie Sawmian Jsiaiidt, 
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OfFlOE OF THE PERDVIAN COKSUlJiTK, 

SoaoMa, Janvary 18, 1893. 
Gentlemen: I have the liouor ti> aoknowJedge tho receipt of your valued eom- 
nmnicttti<m of the ITth instaut, iiielosing a copy of the proclamation then issued, 
wherein it is set forth that tho Hawaiian monaichy has been abrogated and a Pro- 
viaioiLal QoTemiuent estal dished. 

You reqnest me to recogniae said GoverDmcnt, on. the behalf of the Government of 
Pern, as the esistinjj; de faeio Government of the Hawaiian iBlands, and to afford it 
the moral sujiport of my Government. 

I have the honor to state in reply that I take pleasure in complying with your re- 
quest, anil I hereby recognise tlie said Government as thfsde facto Government of the 
Hawaiian Islajids in so far as my authority in the premises will permit. 
I have the honor to remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

Bktjce Cartwkight, 

Hons. Sabtobd B. D01..B, J. A. Kino, P. C. Jones, and William 0. Smith, 
Meaibera of the Exeeutive Council of the Frovieional Governiitmt 

of the SawaMan Islands. 



CniNESu Commercial Agenct, 

Honoliilm, January 19, 1893. 
GnNTLEMRN : We have the honor to acluiowledgo the receipt of your circular let- 
ter of the 17th instant, covering a copy of the proclamation issued yesterday whereby 
you inform us that the Hawaiian monarcliy has been abrogated and a Provisional 
Government esta,bliahed, the Intter being now in possession of the Government de- 

Kartmental buildings, the archives, and the treasury, and whereby you request ne 
> recognize the said Provisional Government on behalf of the Government of the 
Empire of China as the existing de facto Government of the Hawaiian Islands, and 
to ainord to it the moral support of out Government. 

In answer we have the honor to say that we comply with yonr request and recog- 
nize the said Provisional Government as tbedsfaelo Government of the Hawaiian R- 
lands so far as our authority as commercial agents of China may allow us to act 
for and on behalf of His Imperial Majesty's Government in this matter. 
We have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servants. 
Goo .Kim, 
Chinese Commercial J geitt. 
Wong Ewai, 
Assistant Chinese Commercial Agent. 
Hona. Sanforr B. Dole, J, A. Kikg, P. C. Jonrs, and William 0, Smith, 
Ji:tceoutive Conndt of the Protisional Government of the Mamaiian Islands. 



[Credential letters of the Hawaiian Commissioners. Printed yos( as paper No. 12.] 



Tj Lilinokalaui, by the grace of God and under the constitution of tho Ha- 
waiian Kingdom, Queen, do hereby solemnly protest against any and all acts done 
n gainst myself and the constitutional government of the Hawaiian Kingdom by cer- 
tain persons claiming to have established a Provisional Government of and for this 
Kingdom. 
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That I yield to tlie superior force of the United States of America, whose minister 
plenipotentiary, his oxceliejicj' John L. Stevens, has oansed United StJites troops 
to be landed at Honolulu and declared that he would support the said Provisional 
Government. 

Now, to avoid, any coiliaion of armed forces, and perhaps the loss of life, I do un- 
der this protest and impeHtxi hy said force yield my authority nntil such time as the 
Government of the United States ahall^ upon the facts bein^ jiresented to it, undo 
the action of its representative and reinstate me in the authority which I claim as 
the constitntional aovereign of the Hawaiian Islands. 
Done at Honolulu the 17th day of Jauuary A. D., 1893. 

I/ILnJOKALANr R, 
Rahuel Parkkr, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
Wm. H. Cromweli,, 

Minister ofMnanae. 

JHO. F. COLBXIBN, 

Minigter of the InUrior. 
A, P. Pbtreson, 

Attomvg- Beneral. 
8. B. Dot.!!, esq., and others, 

Composing the Provisional Govemmeat of the Saivaiian Islands. 



Credential letters of the Mawmimt Commissioners, exMMted to the Secre- 
tary of State February 4, 1893. 

Sauford B. Dole, president of the execiitive and advisory e^uncHs ot 
the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands, to His Excel- 
lency Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States of America. 
Great and Good Priekd: Keposing special trust in the ■wisdom, 
integrity, and ability of the Hon, Lorrin A. Thurston, one of our dis- 
tinguished citizens, we have appointed and do hereby constitute and 
appoint him to be a Special Commissioner of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of the Hawaiian Islands, witli fiill power and authority to confer 
with your excellency, or your successors in oflee, or with any properly 
constituted and appointed persons and authorities of the United States 
Government, to negotiate and agree upon the tei-ma of a union of the 
Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands and the Government 
of tlie United States of America, or to negotiate the terms upon which 
such uniou may be made. 

He is well informed of the relative interest of the two countries, and 
of our earnest desire to further strengthen and cement the bonds that 
now exist between us, andfromaknowledgeofhisfldelity, probity, and 
good conduct, we have entire confidence tliat Le will render himself 
acceptable to your excellency and to the authorities of the United S tat^ 
Government by his constant endeavors to advance measures for the 
mutual benefit of both countries. 

We therefore desire that your esceUeney will receive him favorably, 
and give fall credence to what be may say as the " Commissioner of the 
Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands," and, most of all, 
when he shall assure your exeelleuey of the earnest wish and desii'e of 
our Provisional Government for closer and more intimate relationsthan 
those now existing and of our abiding faith in the continued friendship 
of the great nation over which your excellency so ably p 
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We pray God to have your excellency ever in His saife and holy 
keeping. 

Written at the Government house, at Honohilw, this eighteenth day 
of January, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and ninety-three. 
Sabfoed B. Dole, 
PresiSffiit of the Executive and Advisory Councils of the 

Provisional Goveimment of the Hawaiian Islands. 
By the President: 
J. A. KfNGj 

MiniMer of the Interior, 
P. 0. Jones, 

Minister of Finance, 
William O. Smith, 

Attorney- General, 
Hxeeutive Council of the .Frovisiomtl Government 

of the Hawaiian Islands. 

(Similar letters of credence were delivered by the other Commission- 
era, Messrs. W. C. Wilder, William B. Castle, C. L. Carter, and Joseph 
Marsden.) 



Commissions of the Hawaiian special commissioners, exMMUd to tlie Sec- 
retary of State February 3, 1893. 

Sanford B. Dole, president of the esecntive and advisory councils of 
the Provisional G-overnment of the Hawaiian Islands, to Hon. Loirin 
A, Thurston, greeting: 

Know ye, that we, the executive council Of the Provisional Govern- 
ment, reposing special trust and confidence in your wisdom, integrity, 
and fidelity, have constituted and appointed you, and do by these pres- 
ents hereby constitute and appoint yon a special commissioner to the 
President of the United States to negotiate with him, or another or 
others who may be appointed by him, certain matters detailed to you 
in your letter of instructions issued to yon by said council, and to faith- 
fliUy dischai'ge and perform all the duties pertaining to said office 
under said instructions; and all persons are hereby commanded to re- 
spect this, your authority. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands and the seal of 
the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands, in Honolulu, 
this eighteenth day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-three. 
[SEAL.] Samfoed E. Dole, 

President. 
By the President: 
S. A. KiMG, 

Minister of the Interior^ 
P. C. Jones, 

Minister of Finance, 
William O. Smith, 

Attorney- General, 
Executive Council of the Provisional 

Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 
(The text of the commissions of Messrs. Castle, Wilder, Carter, and 
Marsden read the same, mutatio noininis.) 
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The Sawaiian special commissioners to Mr. Foster. 

Washington, D. C, February 4, 1893. (Eeceived February 4.) 
Sir: In accordance with the statement this day mide by you to ua 
that, by order of the President, you bad confirmed the recognition of 
the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands already extended 
to such Provisional Government by Ms excellency John L. Stevens, 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America at Hawaii ; and in accordance with yoiir further statement, 
then made, that yon accepted the credentials presented by us as special 
commissioners from the said Provisional Government to the Government 
of the United States of America for the purpose of negotiating a treaty 
between the said two governments by the terms of which foil and com- ' 
plete political union may be secured between the United States of 
America and the Hawaiian Islands, and that you are now prepared to 
receive from ns as such commissioners proposals in connection with the 
formation of such treaty for your consideration, we have the honor to 
state that, although we are iuvestcd by our Government with full dis- 
cretionary power as to the terms of such treaty, subject to its final rat- 
ification, it is the desire of our Government that certain terms and con- 
ditions shall be incorporated in snch treaty, and we hereby submit to 
you a general outline of such terms and conditions, viz: 

(1) That sneh treaty may secure full, complete, and perpetual 
political union between the United States of America and the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

(2) That the form of local govemmefit to be established in the 
Hawaiian Islands shall be substantially the tbrm now existing in Ter- 
ritories of the United States, with snch modifications, restrictions, and 
changes therein as the exigencies of the existing circumstances may 
require and as may be hereafter agreed upon. 

(3) That all appointments to office in the Hawaiian Islands shall 
be made from among persons who have lived in said islands for a term 
of not less than five years. 

(4) That the payment of the Hawaiian national debt, including 
the amounts due by the Government to depositors in the Hawaiian 
Postal Savings Bank shallbe assumed by the Government of the United 
States of Aoieriea. 

(5) That the lands located at the said Hawaiian Islands heretofore 
known as government lands aud crown lands andall other government 
]>roperty, and all the proceeds thereof and receipts therefrom shall 
continue to be the property of the local government of the said islands, 
under whatever form it maybe established, and all the proceeds thereof 
devoted to the purposes and uses of such local government. 

(6) That within a given period, say one year, or such other period as 
may be mutually agreed upon, the Government of the United States of 
America shall lay and thereafter maintain a telegraphic cable between 
the Pacific coast of the said United States of America and the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

(7) That the United States Government shall, so soon as is reasona- 
bly practicable, open the entrance to Pearl Harbor and establish a 
coaling and naval station ad,jaceut thereto. 

(8) That articles, the ijroduce or manufacture of the Hawaiian Islands, 
shall in all respects be treated and considered as products of the United 
States. 
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(9) That the United States laws now or hereafter to be enforced in 
the United States of America shall not be ta.ken to prohibit at any 
time the iiitrodoction into the Hawaiian Islands of laborers who may 
be introdaced exclnsively for the purpose of agricultural labor and 
domestic service, and who by appropriate legislation shall be confined 
to such employment and to the Hawaiian Islands. 

(10) That contracts for labor under the Hawaiian labor-contract laws 
now existing, or which shall be entered into prior to the promulgation 
of notice of the final ratification of such treaty, shall not be abrogated, 
but shall continue in force to the end of the several terms thereof. 
That with the exception of such labor contracts no labor contracts 
shall hereafter be penally enforcibia 

(11) That all laws and the system of criminal and civil jurisprudence 
in force at the Hawaiian Islands at the date of the ratification of such 
treaty, which are not specifically abrogated or modified by the terms 
of such treaty, or which are not inconsistent with the Constitution of 
the United States, shall remain in force until the saime are regularly 
repealed by the appropriate authority. 

(12) That appropriate financial provision be made for the support 
of the ex-Queen Liliuokalani and the ex- heir presumptive Kaiuloni as 
long as they shal] in good faith submit to the authority and abide by 
the laws of the government established by virtue of this treaty. 

We have, etc., 

L. A. Thueston, 

W. 0. WiLDEK, 

J. Maesdbn, 
Wm. R. Oastle, 
Cha.ei.bs L. Caetee, 
Special Commissioners of the Provisional Government 

of the Hawanan IsUmds. 



Washington, D. C, February 11, 1S93. (Eec'd Feb. 11.) 
Sir: The ex Queen of Hawaii, Liliuokalani, having sent to the Pres- 
ident of the United States a protest against the action of the Hawaiian 
Provisional G-overnment, we beg to make a brief reply to the state- 
ments contained in such protest. 

The protest sets forth as the two main grounds of complaint the fact 
that certain of her subjects had revolted against her, aided by United 
States troops, and, secondly, thattle Provisional G-ovemment had char- 
tered the only available steamer at Honolulu, iipon which they had 
sent commissioners to Washingtor and had refused to aUow a repre- 
sentative from the Queen to come forward by the same steamer. 

Before replying to these two statements we call attention to the fact 
that the protest entirely suppresses the fact that the Queen herself had 
been gmlty of an illegal a«t; that she had herself initiated violence, 
and that the action taken by the subjects who had, as she says, revolted 
against her was in resistance to her own attempted subversion of the 
constitution and laws of the land. As the fact that she did make such 
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an attempt witli threats agmiist her legal advisers, and with a show 
and preparation, is not denied by the Queen or anyone on her behalf, 
we Buhmit that the omission of any reference to such undoubted fa«ts, 
so radically essential to a proper understanding of the matter, properly 
tends to throw discredit upon the Queen's statements. 

In reply to the charge that United States troops assisted in the over- 
throw of the monarchy, we deny the statement most emphatically. 

A briet recital of the facts, without argument on our part, is amply 
anfiicient to show the incorrectness of the charge made. 

Such facts are briefly these: 

First. At the time of the initiation of the trouble by tlie attempt of 
the Queen to submit the constitution and promulgate a new one, the 
American minister and the American ship-of-war Boston were both ab- 
sent from Honolulu and had been for ten days previously thereto- 
Second. The first exhibition of force was made by the Queen on Sat- 
urday, the 14th of January, by the public parading of the entire mili- 
tary force, armed with repeating rifles and carrying a full supply of ball 
cartridges. The members of the police department were also armedi 
In addition thereto there were located at the palace and barracks and 
the police station an additional body of armed men to the nunibet of 
540 according to their own statement. This additional body of armed 
men was not authorized by law and was assembled contrary to a 
specific law of the Kingdom. 

Third. The first call to arms in opposition to the Queen was issued 
by the cabinet on the afternoon of January 14. 

Fourth. Although on Saturday, the 14th, Sunday, the 15th, and 
Monday, the I6th, the most Intense feelings of hostility wei»i publicly 
manifested between the adherents of the Queen on the one hand and 
the promoters of the movement for the estsiblishment of a Provisional 
Government on the other, with every indication of an armed conflict 
which might be precipitated at any moment, it was not until 5 o'clock 
on Monday afternoon, the 16th of January, after the request had been 
made to the American minister by many American citizens, that the 
United States troops were landed. 

Pifth. Upon landing, a guard was posted at the American consulate 
and legation, and the remainder of the troops were qnaitered that 
night in a public hall hired for that purpose. Up to the time the com- 
missioners left Honolulu at 9 o'clock on the morning of the 19th of 
January, all of the American troops had remained iipoti the i)reinises 
where they were respectively located. No demonetrati()n was made by 
the troops in any manner whatever. The uniform of the United States 
was not seen upon tlie streets, except upon the persons of the indi- 
vidual offlcei's passing between the points at wlitch troops were located 
in the execution of their own bushiess. 

Sixth. At the time the Provisional Government took possessionofthe 
Government buildings, no American troops or oificers were present or 
took part in such proceeduigs in any manner whatever. No public 
recognition was accorded the Provisional Government by the American 
minister until they were in possession of the Government buildings, 
the ai'cliives, and the treasury, supported by several hundred armed 
men, and after the abdication by the Queen and the surrender to the 
Provisional Government of her forces. 

It is submitted that the foregoing statement of facts amply meets 
the charge made by theQaeen that American troops coereed her action 
in abdication. 

In reply to the second statement of the Queen, that the Provisional 
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Govemment took the only vessel available to go to San Francisco and 
refiised to allow her representative to eome to San Francisco thereon, 
we beg to state that the charge is entirely incorrect. 

As a matter of fact, the Inter Island fleet of steamers consists of 
twenty vessels, all of which, with two exceptions, were built abroad 
and navigated to the islands. Of such vessels at least ten are as fnily 
capable of making the trip to San Francisco as was the vessel chartered 
and dispatched by the Provisional Government. 

As the Provisional Government had allowed a mail to be sent by the 
ehai'tered steamer, they did not consider that there was any reason for 
financially assisting the Qneen in forwarding to Washington an agent 
hostile to the (xovemment and its objects. So far as is known to the 
commissioners, there is no reason why the Queen should not have 
chartered a steamer at Honoluln and forwarded an agent to San Fran- 
cisco thereon if she had desired so to do. Certainly there was nothing 
done by the Provisional Government to prevent her doing so. 
With assurances of the highest coitsideration, etc., 
L. A. Thurston, 
W. C. Wilder, 
Wm. H". Castle, 
J, Marsden, 
Charles L. Cakteb, 
Commissioners of the Hawaiian Promsional Qovernmmt, 



Mr. Carter to Mr. Foster. 

Washington, D. C, 
Febrm.ry 11, 1893. (Received Februaiy 11, 1893.) 
Sir: In response to your request for information on the subjects of 
the resources of the ex-Queen and the Princess Kanilani, the public 
lands, and the islands and dependencies of the Hawaiians, the inclosed 
statements have been prepared from such sources of information as 
were available to the cojiimissiou, and are submittetl for the use of your 
Department. 

With assurance of esteem, I am, etc., 

Charles L. Carter. 



[Incloaure 1,] 
BESOT-'ECES or THE QL'BEN AKD PRISCESS KAIL'LAKI. 

The Queen.— The private recourses of the ex-Queea are not doficiitelykiir.^j', 
furtlmr thiui that she has some valuable lands, prodnotive and unproduc- 
tive, and that she was the sole devisee of her late hnaband, John 0. 
Dominie, -whose estate was appraised at $30,000 in the probate oonrt; 

probabl J her private income is in the neighborhood, per annum, of. $5, 000 

The public aappliea for the sovereign for the-curreut biennial period ending 
March, 1894, were as follows : 

Her Majesty's piivy pnrae '^ 

Her Majesty's household eipenaes 10, 000 

State entertaimnents 4,000 
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The Croiim lands. — The agent of the commissioners of Crown lantls informed 
Mr. Carter a few weeks ago tliat tlie net revenue was iMstween $55,000 

and $60,000; gross re venne, estimated $60,000 

So aoconnte are kept available to the public. . 

Tbe es-Queeii was liom on the 2d day of September, 1838, and is now in 

hra: fifty-fourth year. 

Tht jPriBCSM Kaiulani (bom October 16, 1875, and now in her eigliteenth 
year). — The accounts of the gnardian of thia lady, filed annually in tho pro- 
bate court, to the best recol^ction of tbe couLmissioners, show an annual 

income from private sources of 4,000 

The pablic, supplies appropriated for the current biennial period were : 

Direct allowance 10,000 

Traveling expenses 4,000 



Cromn lands, — These lands are those set apart for the maintenance of the royal 
state of Hawaiian sovereigns. They have been the subject of legislation from time 
to time. Three commissioners are empowered to lease ttiem for terms not to exceed 
thirty years. The net revenue is paid to the sovereign. 

These lands are sitnated on all of the main islands and comprise some of the 
finest tracts in the oonntry. Total area, 876,000 acres. (See Beport Minister of the 
Interior, 1890, p. 293.) 

Govemmmt lonrfa.— These lands were set apart to assist in defraying the expense of 
maintaining orzanized government. They have been in the care of the minister of 
the interior, aa^jeot to sale or lease at his discretion, with checks providing for 
publicity, duo notice of disposal, etc. Total area, 875,500 acres. 

School lands. — These were set apart for industrial purposes, and were for the greater 
part supplanted by Govemnieut bonds, as set forth in note to statement of public 
debt- There remain ahont 200 school sites of from one-fourth of an. acre to 5 acres, 
and two tracts of about 2,000 acres. 



The Uawaiiam Islands and dejiendencies. 
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No. 17. 
Mr. Tracy to Mr. Foster. 

Navy Department, 

Washington, February 11, 1893. (Received February 11.) 
SiE; I have the honor to transmit for your information a <iopy of a 
traueiation of a ciphei- dispatch received this date from the couimand- 
ing officer of the tj. 8. S. Boston, at Honolulu, Hawaii. 
Very respectfullyj 

E. R Tracy, 
Secretary of the N'avy, 



{Zucloaare— 4«legnan.] 

Mr. Wiltse to Mr. Iraq/. 

HoiTOi.m.iJ, Febntari/ 1, 1S9S. (San Francisco, Cal., FeTjrnaiy 10.) 
Capt. Wiltse reports that no change haa occurred in the Bitnation and that nntil 
the Government of Hawaii espresseB a desire to have the forces withdrawn, and the 
minister approves such desire a battalion will be kept ashore for the protection of 
the liTes and property of citizens of the United Statea in the island; he reports the 
pro^;ress of the Hawaiian Government which, is daily gaining groand and has or- 
ganized forces; he announcea that the minister nlenipotentiary of the United States 
placed the Government of Hawaii uiider the protection of the United States, during 
negotiations cot interfering with the execution, of public aifairs, on thia day at 9 a. 
m. in accordance with the rerineet of the Proviaional Government of Hawaii, and 
sajs that he haa sent telegrams of the miniater to the Secretary of State. 



Mr. Foster to Mr. Stevens. 

Department op State, 
Washington, February 11, 1893. 
Sir: Tour cipher t«legrani, dated the Ist instant, and transmitted 
through the Navy Department's good offices, was received here at 4:30 
p. m. on the dth instant. 
You therein make the following important statement; 
To-day, at 9 a. m., in aeeordance with the reqneat of the Provisional Government 
of Hawaii, I liave placed government of Hawaii under the United States protection 
during negotiations, not interfering with the execution of pnhlic ali'aira. 

The precise character and sc-ope of the act thus announced by you do 
not appear from this brief recital. The press, however, prints full de- 
tails of the occurrences of the let instant, as telegraphed from San 
Francisco on the arrival of the mall steamer Australia at that port on the 
morning of the 9th, and I therein find what purports, with appearance 
of general correctness, to be the test of a proclamation issued by you 
on the 1st instant, which reads as follows: 
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aad Hawaiian soil, so fat as may be uecessarj for the purpose specified, but not in- 
terfering with the administration of pabiic aifairs by tlie Proviaiona! Government. 
This action is taken pending and subject to negotiatious at Wasbington. 

JOHW L. Stevens, 
Envoy Extratyrdiaary avA Minister Flenipotentiary of the Umted States. 
Unii'ed States Legatioh, February 1, 1S93. 

Approved and executed by C. 0. Wiltae, captain, U. S. Navy, commanding U. S. 
S. Boston. 

Tlift manner and degree of the execution of your proclamation by 
the naval force are not related with particularity in a brief telegraphic 
report just received from Capt. Wiltse. He merely says: 

To-day at 9 a. m. in aecordance with request of Provisional Oovemment of Ha- 
waii, the United States minister plenipotentiary plaeed the Government of Hawaii 
under United States protection, dnring negotiations, not interfering with the execu- 
tion of public afEairs. 

It appears from the press reports that the ceremonial for the execu- 
tion of your orders consisted in the landing of a battalion from the 
Boston, its formation at the Government building in concert with three 
volunteer companies of the Provisional Government, the reading of 
your proclamation by Lieut. Eush, and the hoisting of the United 
States flag over the Government buUding. The Hawaiian flag on other 
public buMings in Honolulu is stated not to have been disturbe<l. 

The phraseology of your proclamation in announcing your action in 
assumption of protection of the Hawaiian Islands in the name of the 
United States would appear to be tantamount to the assumption of a 
protectorate over those islands in behalf of the United States with all 
the rights and obligations which the term implies. To this extent it 
goes beyond the necessities of the situation and the instructions here- 
tofore given you, 

Tour existing instructions, and those under which the commanders 
of naval vessels of the United States acted, were and are ample to pro- 
vide all legitimate material protection in case of need, either in your 
discretion or at the request of the duly constituted authorities of the 
Hawaiian Islands, for the lives and property of American citizens en- 
dangered or menaced, or for the prevention of lawless and tumultaous 
acts of disturbance of the public peace and safety. The ac«!ordance of 
such measures of protection, or the unsolicited taking of the needful 
precautions to those ends is, however, not to be confounded with the 
establishment of a protectorate, which is in fact the positive erection of 
a paramount authority over or in pla«e of the duly constituted local 
government, and the assumption, by the protector, of the especial re- 
sponsibilities attached to such fonual protection. 

It is not thought probable that the Provisional Government of the 
Hawaiian Islands, in soliciting protection, contemplated more than the 
cooperation of the moral and material forces of the United States to 
strengthen its own authority and power, as a recognised sovereign Gov- 
ernment, for the protection of Life and property, as stated in your proc- 
lamation. Such a decree of protection you were, as I have said, 
already fully competent to accord, or to exercise in your discretion, in 
case of need. 

Your proclamation expresses no reservation as to confirmation of your 
action by the Government of the United States. Its provisos are, that 
the assumed function of proteetiou is to be exercised so far as may be 
necessary for the specified i)urpose of protecting life and property, with- 
out interference with the administrationof public affairs by the Provis- 
ional Government, and that the action iu CLuestioa "is taken pending 
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and subject to negotiations at Washington." These quahfieations are 
eotirely in the line of my views of the scope and intent of the request 
made to you by the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 
The omission of reference to the necessary sanction of the Giovemnient 
of the "United States is immaterial, for its function of revision and con- 
fii-mation or disavowal of the acta of its agents is inherent and exercis- 
able at its discretion.. 

So far, therefore, as your action amounts to according, at the request 
of the de facto sovereign Government of the Hawaiian Islands, the co- 
operation of the moral and material forces of the United States for the 
protection of life and property from apprehended disorders, your action 
is commended. But so far as it may appear to overstep that limit by 
setting the authority and power of the United States above that of the 
Government of the Hawaiian Islands, in the capacity of protector, or 
to impair in anyway the independent sovereignty of the Hawaiian 
Government by substituting the tiag and power of the United States 
as the symbol and manifestation of paramount authority, it is dis- 
avowed. 

Instructions will be sent to the commanding officers of the United 
States naval forces in the Hawaiian Islands confirming and renewing 
the instructions heretofore given them under which they are authorized 
and directed to eoCperate with you for the preservation of American 
life and property, and the maintenance of good order in ease of need. 
Tour own instructions in the same sense are continued. 

You are accordingly authorized, upon the receipt of these instruc- 
tions, to arrange with the commanding naval officer for the continued 
presence on shore of such marine force as may be practicable and 
requisite tor the security of the lives and property interests of citizens 
of the United States, and the repression of lawlessness and public dis- 
turbance threatening them, whenever in your judgment it shall be nec- 
essary so to do, or when such cooperative measures may be sought for 
good cause by the Government of the Hawaiian Islands; being, how- 
ever, always careful to make due discrimination between those func- 
tions of voluntary or accorded protection and the assumption of a pro- 
tectorate over the Hawaiian Islands by the United States. No step 
should be taken by you, or will be sanctioned by this Government, 
which might tend to derogate in anyway from the independence of the 
Government of the Hawaiian Islands, which the United States have 
recognized as sovereign and with which they treat on teiTus of sover- 
eign equality. 

A telegraphic instruction briefly outlining the substance of this dis- 
patch, wiU be sent to you, by way of San rraocisco, by the mail 
st-eamer sailing from that port on the 15th instant. 
lam, sir, etc., 

John W. Foster. 



No. 19. 

Mr, Stevens to Mr. Foster. 

Ifo. 82.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, February 1, 1893. (Eeeeived February 14, 5 p. m.) 
Sir: Everything is moWng on here quietly. The Provisional Gov- 
ernment is dischargtag ita responsibilities -with firmness, discretion, 
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and in tiie spirit of conciliation and magnanimity. The annexation 
sentiment has constantly increased since the departure of the Commis- 
sioners for Washington, and with healthAil earnestness is taking 
possession of all classes. Nearly all the Germans, the larger propor- 
tion of the respectable and responsible English, and almost the entire 
Pojrtuguese population are warmly for annexsition. This inclination of 
the Portuguese is quite important, for they number seven or eight thou- 
sand, and are among the most industrious and saving. 

As to terms of annexation I still adhere firmly to the opinion ex- 
pressed in my dispatch 74, that the sugar bounty to be paid to the 
Hawaiian sugar planters should be limiied to 6 mills per pound, $12 
per ton, so long and only so long as the United States bounty system 
shall be maintained. To the objection that this allows only $12 per 
ton on Hawaiian sugar, while the Hawaiian planters get twice the 
amount per acre that the Louisiana planters do, on the average, and 
as I said in my dispatch 74, the consensus of opinion among the lead- 
ing planters here, obtained by me five or six months since, was and is 
that $12 per ton bounty will place all the Hawaiian plantations worth 
maintaining on the road of financial sal'ety and success. 

As to the form of government for the islands I now only vary &om 
views expressed in my 74 as to incline strongly to the opinion that 
the heginning should be substantially like that of President Jefferson 
and Congress in respect of Louisiana, in the act of 1804 (page 283, 
United States Statutes at Large), only differing from that by provid- 
ing in addition to governor, attorney-general, a commissioner ot finance, 
and commissioner of the interior, and a legislative conncU of thirteen 
or fourteen, all to be appointed by the President, iinless it should be 
deemed best for the governor to appoint attorney-general and the com- 
missioners of finance and of the interior, who would be practically a 
cabinet of three to aid the governor to carry on the government. This 
plan and method of government could be maintained as a transition 
government until experience should prove it best to change to a more 
popular form. 

In the meantime the resiwnsible voters would rapidly increase, and 
American ideas and intei'ests would gain in force and volume. My 
private consultation with tlie Provisional Government since the depai'- 
tuve of the commissioners for Washington has led us to think highly of 
the Jettfersou act of 181)4 for Louisiana as a transition expedient for 
Hawaii. This would cause no shock, and would allow affau'S to move 
along on safe and conservative lines until time and experience demand 
something better. It would be fortunate to have such a man as San- 
ford B. Dole, the present head of the Provisional Government, the first 
American governor of Hawaii, 

As to liiiuidation of aU political claims of the fallen Queen and the 
crown princess, may 1 be allowed to suggest that the spirit and import 
of the Mai-ch treaty plan of 1854 had better be adopted, which au- 
thorized the expenditure of §1(10,000 for like purposes. I therefore - 
suggest, that if a liquidation of this kind be now under consideration 
and $150,000 should be allowed as the total sum for this purpose, 
$70,000 should go to the fallen Queen, LiUuokalani, and $70,000 to the 
crown princess, Kaiulani, and $o,000 to each of the two young princes. 
The last named^ the two princes, are harmless young persona, of little 
account, not chiefs by blood, but they were made princes by the late 
King Kalakaua, without any constitutional rightor power to do so, the 
then hoys being nephews of Ms wite, Kapiolaiii. Should the eutii-e mm 
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granted for these purposes be fj^eater or less than $150,000 I advise 
that the above specified proportions be maintained. 

Ab to the native Hawailans and their native leaders at this time, 
things are tending favorably toward annexation. Mr. Kauhane, for 
many years a member of the legislature, and regarded, for many years, 
the best native in the islands in public life, a noble in the recent session 
of that body, is earnest for annexation. Sq is Mr, Kaubi, a member of 
the legislature, from this island. Hon. John W. Kalna, the ablest 
native lawyer in the islands, years a member of former legislatures, from 
the important island of Maui, thinks the fall of the Queen and the 
extinction of the monarchy a boon to Hawaii, and he is for annexation. 
Robert W; Wilcox, the half-wbit« native, who led the Hawaiian revolt 
in 1889, which came so near being snceeasfnl, is now for annexation. 
He was educated in Italy, at a military school, is 37 years of age. Lis 
father being a citizen of Rhode Island, and, it is said, is still living in 
that State. This Wilcox has more fighting ability than any otber 
native Hawaiian, and will be proud to become an American citizen, and 
at a future time to serve in the Army or civil service of the United 
States. 

The ablest of the native Hawaiian Christian ministers are strong in 
their American sympathies. The pastor of the large native Hawaiian 
church in this city, a native Hawaiian, is for annexation earnestly. 
The other large Hawaiian congregation and church in Honolulu has a 
fiivtante pastor, born here of American parentage, whose quiet influ- 
ence is in the same direction. The native newspaper of much ttte 
largest circulation inthe islands advocates anaexatiori, stands by the 
Provlaional Government, and is losing none of its circulation. The 
main part of the opponents of annexation are the lower class of natives, 
led by unscmpulous foreigners, of little property, mostly from Califor- 
nia, Australia, and Canada, who wish to maintain the Hawiian mon- 
archy and its corruptions for their own unworthy purposes, and who 
think their opportunities for power and spoliation will be gone if an- 
nexation becomes a fact. 

The Hawaiian pear is now ttiUy ripe, and this is the golden hour for 
the United States to pluck it. If annexation does not take place 
promptly, or is held in doubt and suspense for six or ten months, there 
certainly will be here a revulsion to despair, and these people, by their 
necessities, might be forced toward becoming a British colony, for the 
English here of the monarchical type would then avail themselves of 
their opportunity and stir up all possible opposition to annexation. 
The wealthiest Englishman of these islands has to-day called at this 
legation, and no man in Hawaii is more earnest for annexation. Hie 
two sons, large business men, are with him iutbis regard, and thenext 
wealthy old British resident, a Scotchman by birth, is with the first 
man named for annexation. I can not otherwise than urge prompt 
action at Washington. 
I am, sii', etc., 

JoHH L. Stbvems. 
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Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster. 

So. 84.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, February i, 1893, (Received February li, 5 p. m.) 

Sir: To-day the undersigned and Capt, Wiltse of the BoHton are 
coHipelled to assume a grave responaibillty. The inclosed copies of 
offlcial notes will explain tlie reasons which have led to this action on 
our part. 

I have time before the departure of the mail steamer only to state 
briefly the additional reasons -which caused us to asaume temi>orary 
protectorate of these islands. The Provisional Government must have 
time to organize a new police aud to dieeipline a small military force. 
When the monarchy died by its own baud, there was no military force 
in the islands but the royal guard of about 75 natives, not in effective 
force equal to 20 American soldiers. These were promptly discharged 
by the Provisional Gk)vemment, except 16 left as the guard of the 
fallen Queen at her house. 

The white men here, as well as the natives, have not been much accus- 
tomed to the use of arms. There are scarcely any men familiar with 
military discipline. Companies are now being organized and drilled. 
They must have a few weeks for drill. Only a small force of a few hun- 
dred will be required, but these must be disciplined men. So far the 
Provisional Government 'has, been snstaiued by the uprising and onion 
of the business men and best citizens. Bankers, merciiante, clerks, pro- 
fessional men, respectable mechanics have stood manfully by the new 
Government and kept guard by night. This kind of deteuse must give 
place to a small, reliaMe military tbrce. Time is the necessity of the 
new Government. There are 40,000 Cliinese and Japanese on the 
islands, and evil-disposed persons might stir some of them to disorder. 
But the chief elements of evil are in Honolulu, where are the rene- 
gade whites at the head of the lottery and opium rings, and a consider- 
able number of hoodlum foreigners and the more vicious of the natives. 

Another important reason for our action is the possibility of the 
arrival here of a British war vessel, aud that the English minister here, 
thus aided, might try to press unduly the Provisional Government, 
With the islands under our protection we think the English minister 
wiU not attempt to insist that his Government has the right to inter- 
fere wiiile oui' flag is over the Government building. This is all I have 
time to write before the departure of the mail. We shall continue to 
maintain our pwisent position with great caution and firmness unto we 
hear from the President through the Secretary of Scate. As a neces- 
sary precaution against all contingenciea, I advise that Admiral Sker- 
rett be promptly sent here with one or two ships in addition to the 
Boston. 

1 am. sir, etc., 

John L. Steveks. 

(One or two of the preceding numbers of the dispatches by this mail 
were -written prior to this date, but they were dated February 1 be- 
cause this Is the day of the steamer's departure.) 
B. Ex. 7G 4 
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Mr. Stevens to Capf. Willsc. 

UxiTRP Stat 

Motwltilii, February 1, 189S. 

Sir: The ProvinioDal Government of the Hawaiian Islands baving duly aitd o£3- 
cially expret!Bed, to the nndeTsigued, the fear that said Goveranient may be unable 
to protect life and property and to prevent civil disorder in Honolubi, the capital of 
said Hawaiian Islands, request that the flag of the United States may be raised for 
the protection of the Hawaiian. Islands, and to that end confer on the United States, 
throngh the underBigned, fteedoni of oEOUpation of the public buildings of the Ha- 
waiian GiOTeminent and the soil of the Hawaiian Islands, sn far as may beneoessary 
for the exercise of such protection, bnt not interfering with the administration of the 
pnblio affairs by said provisional government. 

I hereby ask yon to comply with the tenns andepittt of the request of the Hawai- 
ian Provisional Government, and to that end to nee all the force at j-onr command, in 
the exercise of your best Judgment and discretion, ■^a<a and myself awaiting instruc- 
tions from the United States Government at Washington. 

John L, Stkvens, 
Envoy Sxiraordinary and Mimsier FleiiipotenUari/ of the United •Siatea. 



The Hawaiian Provisional Govemmcnt to Mr. Stevens, 

SiR! Believing that we are nnable to satisfactorily protect life and property, and 
to prevent civil disorders in Honolulu and throughout the Hawaiian lulauds, we 
hereby, in obedience to the instructions of the advisory oonncil, pray that yon will 
raise the flag of the United States for the protection of the Hawaiian Islands for the 
time being, and to that end we hereby confer npon the Government of the United 
States, through yon, freedom of occupation of the public huildiues of this Govern- 
ment, and of the soil of this country, so far as may he necessary tot the exercise of 
such protection, but not interfering with the adjniuistration of public affairs by . 
this GovoniTuent, 

We have, etc., 

Sanfoed B. Dor^, 
Freaident of the Frovieional Government of the JJawaiian Islands, 

and Minister of Foreign Affairs. 
J. A King, 

Mimster of Interior, 

P. C. JONBS, 

, Minister of Finance. 

William 0. Smith, 

A itoritey- Geaeral. 



Constitution of the Hawaiian Xsltmds, signed, iy His Majesty Kalaliaua^ 
July 6, and promulgated July 7, 1887, 

OOKSTIXUTIOH. 

Whereas the constitution of this Kingdom lieretofore in force con- 
tains many provisions subversive of civil rights and intiompatible witli 
enliglitened constitutional government; 

And whereas it has become imperative, in order to restore order and 
tranquility and ihe coulidence ueue^ary to a fuither maiuteuiuice 
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of the present government, that a new conatitntidn should he at once 
promulgated ; 

Now, therefore, I, Kalakaua, King of the Hawaiian Islands, in my 
capacity as Sovereign of this Kingdom, and aa the representative of the 
people hereunto by them duly authorized and empowered, do annul 
and abrogate the constitution promulgated by Kamehameha the Fifth, 
on the 20th day of August, A. D. 1804, and do proclaim and promul- 
gate this constitution. 

Aeticle 3 . God hath endowed all men with certain inalienable rights, 
among which are life, liberty, and the right of acquiring, possessing, 
and protecting property, and of pursuing and obtaining safety and hap- 
piness. 

Aeticle 3. All men are free to worship God according to the dic- 
tates of their own consciences; but this sacred privilege hereby secured 
shall not be so construed as to justify acts of licentiousness, or practices 
inconsistent with the peace or safety of the Kingdom. 

Aetiolb 3. All men may freely speak, write, and publish their sen- 
timent* on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that right, 
and no law shall be enacted to restrain the liberty of epeeclt or of the 
press, 

Aeticle 4. All men shall have the right, in an orderly and peace- 
able manner, to assemble, without arms, to consult upon the common 
good, and to petition tlie King or legislature for redress of grievances. 
Aeticle 5. The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus belongs to all 
men, and shall not be suspended unless by the King when, in cases of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety shall require its suspension, 

Aeticle 6. No person shall be subject to punishment for any of- 
fense except on due and legal conviction thereof in a court having ju- 
risdiction of the case. 

Aeticle 7. No person shall be held to answer for any crime or of- 
fense (exeept in cases of impeachment or for offenses within the juris- 
diction of a police or district justice, or in summary proceedings for 
contempt) unless upon indictment, fully and plainly describing such 
crime or offense, and shall have the right to meet the witnesses who 
are produced against him face to face; to produce witnesses and proofs 
in his own favor; and by himself or his counsel, at his election, to ex- 
amine the witnesses produced by himself, and cross-examine those 
produced against him, and to be tully heard in his own defence. In 
all cases in which the right of trial by jury has been heretofore used 
it shall he held iiiriolable forever, except in actions of debt or as- 
sumpsit in which the amount claimed is less Hian fifty dollars. 

Aeticle S. No person shall be required to answer again for an 
offense of which he has been duly convicted or of which he has been 
duly acquitted. 

Aeticle 9, No person shall be compelled in any criminal case to be 
a mtneas against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property 
■without due process of law. 

Aeticle 10. No person shall sit as a judge or jm-or in any case in 
which his relative, by affinity, or by consanguinity within the third de- 
gree, is interested, either as iilaintift' or defendant, or in the issue of 
which the said judge or juror may have, either directly or through such 
relative, any pecuniary interest. 

Aeticle 11. Involuntarj' servitude, except for crime, is forever pro- 
hibited in this Kingdom. Whenever a slave shall enter Hawaiian ter- 
ritory be shall be free. 
Article 12. Every persoji has the right to be secure from all un- 
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reasonable searches and seizures of his person, Lis house, his papers, 
and effects ; and no warrants shall issue except on probable canse, 
supported by oath or atUrmatioD, and describing the place to be searched, 
and the persons or things to be seized. 

Aeticlb 13. The GJoverument is conducted for the common good, 
and not for the proflt, honor, or private iHterest of any one man, family, 
or class of men. 

Article 14. Each member of society has a right to be protected in 
the enjoyment of bis life, liberty, and property, according to law; and, 
tbeiefore, he shall be obliged to contribute his proportional share to 
the expense of this protection, and to give his personal services, or an 
equivalent when necessary. Private property may be taken for public 
use, but only upon due process of law and just eompensatiou. 

Aeticlb 16. No subsidy, duty, or tax, of any description, shall be 
established or levied witliout the consent of the legislature; nor shall 
any money be drawn ftom the public treasury without such consent, 
except when, between the sessions of the legislature, the emergencies 
of war, invasion, rebellion, pestilence, or oi^er public disasta* shall 
arise, and then not without the concurrence of ail the cabinet, and of a 
majorily of the whole privy coimeil; and the minister of finance shall 
render a detailed account of such expenditure to the legislature. 

Aeticlb 16. Ko retrospective laws shall ever be enacted. 

Article 17. The military shall always be subject to the laws of the 
laud ; and no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quaitered in any house 
without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a manner 
to be prescribed by the legislature. 

AUTiCLB 18. Every elector shall be privileged from arrest on elec- 
tion days, during his attendance at election, and in going to and re- 
turning therefrom, except in case of treason, felony, or broach of the. 
peaee. 

Article 19. No elector shall be so obliged to perform military duty 
on the day of election, as to prevent his voting, except iu time of war 
or public danger. 

Article 20. The supreme power of the Kingdom, in its exei-cise, is 
divided into the executive, legislative, and judicial ; these shall 
always be preserved distinct, and no executive or judicial ofBeer, or 
any contractor, or employee of the Government, or any person in the re- 
ceipt of salary or emolument from the Glovemment, shall be eligible to 
election to the legislature of the Hawaiian Kingdom, or to hold the 
position of an elective member of the same. And no member of the 
legislature shall, during the time for which he is elected, be appointed 
to any dvil office under the Government, except that of a member of 
the cabinet. 

Article 21. The Government of this Kingdom is that of a constitu-' 
tional monarchy, under His Majesty Kalakaua, his heirs and successors. 

Article 22. The crown is hereby permanently confirmed to His M^- 
esty Kalakaua, and to the heirs of his body lawfully begotten, and to 
their lawful descendants in a direct line; failing whom, tlie crown shall 
descend to Her Eoyal Highness the Princess Liliuokalaui, and the 
heirs of her body lawfully begotten, and their lawful descendants in a 
direct line. The succession shall be to the senior male child, and to 
the heirs of his body; failing a male child, the succession shall be to 
the senior female child, and to the heirs of her body. In case there is 
no heir as above provided, the successor shall be the person whom the 
sovereign shall appoint^ with the consent of the nobles, and publicly 
proclaim during the sovereign's life; but should there be no such ap- 
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pointnient and proclamation, and the throne s^honld become viioant, 
then the cabinet, immediately after the oeenrring of such vacancy, isliall 
cause a. meeting of the legislatore, who shall elect by ballot some native 
Alii of the Kingdom as successor to the throne; and the saccessor so 
elected shall become a new stirps for a royal family; and the succes- 
sion &()ai the sovereign thus elected shall be regulated by the same 
law as the present roysd family of Hawaii. 

Article 23, It shall not be lawful for any member of the royal 
family of Hawaii who may by law succeed to the throne, to contract 
marriage without the consent of the reigning sovereign. Every mar- 
riage 80 contracted shall be void, and the person so contracting a mar- 
riage, may, by the proclamation of the reigning sovereign, bedeclared 
to have forfeited his or her right to the throne; and after such procla- 
mation, the right of succession shall vest in the nest heir as though 
such offender were dead. 

Ak'itolb 24. His Majesty Kalakaua will, and his successor shall, 
take the following oath: I solemnly swear, in thepresence of Almighty 
God, to maintain the constitution of the Kingdom whole and inviolate, 
and to govern in conformity therewith. 

Aeticle 25. So person shall ever sit upon the throne who has 
been convicted of any Infamous crime, or who is insane or an idiot. 

Aeticlb20. TheKingis the conimander-in-chiefofthe army and navy, 
and of all other military forces of the Kingdon:, by sea and land; but 
he shall never proclaim war without the consent of the legislature; 
and no military or naval force shall be organized except by the author- 
ity of the legislature, 

Aeticle 27. The King, by and with the advice of his privy council, 
and with the consent of the cabinet, has the power to grant reprieves 
and pai'done, after conviction, for all offenses, except in ease of im- 
peachment. 

Aeticle 28, The King convenes the legislatureattheseatofG-ovem- 
ment, or at a different place, if that should become insecure from an 
enemy or any dangerous disorder, and prorogues the same; and in any 
great emergency he may, with the advice of the privy council, convene 
the legislature in extraordinary session. 

AE.TICLB 29. The King has the power to make treaties. Treaties 
involving changes in the tariff, or in any law of the Kingdom, shall be 
referred for approval to the legislature. The King appoints public 
ministers, who shall be commissioned, accredited, and instructed 
agreeably to the usage and law of nations. 

Aeticlh 30, It is the King's prerogative to receive and acknowledge 
public miaiatere ; to inform the legislature by royal message, from time 
to time, of the state of the Kingdom ; and to recommend to its consid- 
eration such meas^ires as he shall .judge necessary and expedient, 

Aeticle 31. The person of the King is inviolable and sacred. 
Hisministers are responsible. To the King and the cabinet belongs the 
executive power. All laws that have passed the legislature shall re- 
quire his majesty's signature iu order to their validity, except as pro- 
vided in Article 48. 

Ahtiole 32. Whenever, upon the decease of the reigning sovereign, 
the heii' shall be less than eighteen years of age, the royal power shall 
be exercised by a regent or conncil ofregency, as hei'einafter jirovided. 

Article 33. It shall be lawful for thoKing,atany time when he may 
be about to absent himself from the Kingdom, to appoint a regent or 
council of regency, who shall administer the Govemjueiit iu his name; 
and likewise the King may, by his last win and testament, appoint a 
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regent or council of regency to admiiiister the Government during the 
minority of any heir to the throne; and shonld a sovereign decease, 
leaving a minor heir, and having made no last will and testament, the 
cabinet at the time of such decease shall be a council of regency, until 
the legislature, which shall be called immediately, be assembled: and 
the legislature,irnmediately that it is assembled, shall proceed to choose 
by ballot a regent or council of regency, who shall administer the 
Government in the name of the King, and exercise all the powers' 
which are constitationally vested In the King, until such heir shall 
have attained the age of eighteen years, which age is declared to be 
the legal majority of such sovereign. 

Article 34. The King is sovereign of all the chiefs and of all the 
people. 

Article 35. AH titles of honor, orders, and other distinctions ema- 
nate Ihim the King. 

Article 36. The King coins money and regulates the currency by 
law. 

Article 37, The king, in case of invasion or rebellion, can place 
the whole kingdom, or any part of it, under martial Jaw. 

Article 38. The national ensign shall not be changed except by act 
of the legislature. 

Article 39. The King can not be sued or held to account in any 
court or tribunal of the Kingdom. 

Article 40. There shall coutinue to be a council of state for advis- 
ing the King in all matters for the good of the state wherein he may 
require its advice, which council shall be called the King's privy coun- 
cil of state, and the members thereof shall be appointed by the King, 
to hold office during his majesty's pleasure, and which conaeil shall 
have and exercise only such powers as are given to it by the constitu- 
tion. 

Article 41. The cabinet shall consist of the minister of foreign af- 
fairs, the minister of the interior, the minister of finance, and the, at- 
torney-general, and they shall be liis rajyesty's special advisers in the' 
executive affairs of the Kingdom ; and they shall be ex-offieio members 
of his majesty's privy council of state. They shall be appointed and 
commissioned by the King, and shall be removed by him only upon a 
vote of want of confidence passed by a mojority of all the elective mem- 
bers of the legislature or upon conviction of felony, and shall be sub- 
ject to impeachment. tTo act of the King ahall have any efl'ect unless 
it be countersigned by a member of the cabinet, who by that signature 
makes himself responsible. 

Aetiolb 42, Each member of the cabinet shall keep an office at the 
seat of Government, apd shall be accountable for the conduct of his 
deputies and clerks. The cabinet holds seats ex-officio in the legislature 
with the right to vote, except on a. question of eoufldenee in them. 

Article 43. The minister of finance shall present to the legislature 
in the name of the Government, on the first day of each biennial ses- 
sion, the financial budget, in the Hawaiian and English languages. 

Article 44. The legislative power of the Kingdom is vested in the 
King and the legislature, which shall consist of the nobles and repre- 
sentatives sitting together. 

Article 45. The legislative body shall be styled the legislature of 
Hawaiian Kingdom and shall assemble biennially in the month of May. 
The first regular session shall be held in the year of our Lord eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight. 

Article 46. Every member of the legislature shall take the follow- 
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ingoath: I solemnly swear, in the preseBce of Almighty Gkid, that I 
will faithfully siii)port the constitution of the Hawaiian Kingdom and 
conscientiously and impartially discharge my duties as a member of the 
legislature. 

Article 47. The legislature has full power and authority to amend 
the constitution as hereinafter provided ; and from time to time to make 
all manner of wholesome laws not repugnant to the constitution. 

Article 48. Every bill which shall have passed the legislature 
shall, before it becomes a law, be presented to the King. If he approve, 
he shall sign it, and it shall thereby become a law; but if not he shall 
return it, with his objections, to the legislature, which shiill enter the 
objections at large on their journal ancL proceed to reconsider it. If 
after such reconsideration it shall be approved by a two thirds vote of 
all the elective members of the legislature it shall become a law. In 
all such cases the votes shall be determined by yeas and nays, and the 
names of the persons voting for and against the bill shall be entered 
on the journal of the legislatare. If any bill shall not be returned 
by the King within ten days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have 
been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like mauner as if he 
had signed it, unless the legislature by their adjournment prevent its 
return, in which case it shall not be a law. 

AuTiOLE 4!). The legislature shall be the judge of the qualifications 
of its own members, except as may hereafter be provided by law, and a 
majority shall constitute a quorum to do business; but a smaller num- 
ber may adjourn from day to day, and compel the attendance of absent 
members, in such manner and under such penalties as the legislature 
may provide, 

Aeticle 60. The legislature shall choose its own officers and deter- 
mine the rules of its own proceedings. 

Aei'IOLB 51. The legislature shall have authority to punish by im- 
prisonment, not exceeding thirty days, every person not a member who 
shall be guilty of disrespect to the legislature by any disorderly or con- 
temptuous behavior in its presence; or who, during the time of its sit- 
ting, shall publish any false report of its proceedings, or insulting ram- 
ments upon the same; or who shall threaten harm to the body or estate 
of any of its members for anything said or done in the legislature; or 
who shall assault any of them therefor, or who shall assault or arrest 
any witness, or other person ordered to attend the legislature, on his 
waygoing or returning; or who shall rescue any person arrested by 
order of the legislatm'e. 

Article 52. The legislature may punish its own members for dis- 
orderly behavior. 

Article 53. The legislature shall keep a journal of its proceedings; 
and the yeas and nays of the membei s, on any question, shall, at the 
desire of one-flfth of tliose present, be entered on the journal. 

Article 54. Tlie members of the legislature shall, in all cases, ex- 
cept treason, felony, or breach of the peace, he [privileged from arrest 
dni-iug their attendance at the sessions of the legislature and in going 
to aud returning from the same; provided such privilege as to going 
and returning shall not cover a period of over twenty days; and they 
shall not be held to answer for any speech or debate made in the legis- 
lature, in any court or place whatsoever. 

Article 55. The representatives shall receive for their services a 
compensation to be determined by law, and paid out of the public treas- 
ury, but no increase of compensation shall take effect during the bien- 
nial term in which it shall have been made; and no law shall be passed 
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incre^ising the compensation of represeDtatives beyond the sum of two 
hmMlred and fifty dollars each for each biennial term. 

Article BS'. A noble shall be a, subject of the Kingdom, who shall 
have attained the age of twenty-five years and resided in the Kingdom 
three years, and shall be the owner of taxable propei-ty in this Kingdom 
of the value of three thonsand dollars over and above all encumbrances, 
or in receipt of an income of not less than six hundred dollars per annum. 

Aetiolb 57. The nobles shall be a court with full and sole authority 
to hear and determine all impeachments made by the representatives, 
as the grand inquest to the Kingdom, against any ofiicera of the King- 
dom, for misconduct or maladministration in their offices; but previous 
to the trial of every impeachment the nobles shall respeetfiiUy be sworn 
truly and imparti^y to try and determine the charge in question ac- 
con^ng to evidence and law. Their judgment, however, shall not ex- 
tend further than to removal from office and disqualification to hold or 
enjoy any place of honor, trust, or profit under this Govemmentj but 
the party so convicted shall be, nevertheless, liable to indictment, trial, 
judgment, and punishment according to the laws of the land. 

Article 58. Twenty-four nobles shall be elected as follows: Six 
from the island of Hawaii; six from the islands of Maui, Molokai, and 
Lanai; nine from the island of Oahu; and three from the islands of 
Kauai and Niihau. At the first election held under this constitution 
the nobles shall be elected to serve until the general election to the 
legislature for the year of our Lord 1890, at which election, and there- 
after, the nobles shall be elected at the same time and places as the 
representatives. At the election for the year of our Lord 1890, one- 
third of the nobles from each of the divisions aforesaid shall be elected 
for two years, and one-third for four years, and one- third for six years, 
and the electors shall ballot for them for such terms, respectively; and 
at all subsequent general elections they shall be elected for six years. 
The nobles shall serve without pay. 

Aetiole 59. Every male resident of the Hawaiian Isli-ids, of 
Hawaiian, American, or European birth or descent, who shall have at- 
tained the age of twenty years, and shall have paid bis tajies, and shall 
have caused his name to be entered on the list of voters for nobles for 
his district, shall be an elector of nobles, and shall be entitled to vote 
at any election of nobles : Provided — 

Mrst. That he shall have resided in the country not leas than three 
years, and in the district in which he offers to vote not less than three 
months immediately preceding the election at which he offers to vote. 

Second, That ho shall own and be possessed, in his own right, of tax- 
able property in this country of the value of not less than three thousand 
dollars over and above all encumbrances, or shall have actually received 
an income of not less than six hundred dollars during the year next 
preceding his registration for such election. 

Third. Tliat he shall be able to read and comprehend an ordinary 
newspaper printed in either the Hawaiian, English, or some European 



Fourth, That he shall have taken an oath to support the constitution 
and laws, such oath to be administered by any person authorized to 
administer oaths, or by any inspector of elections : 

Provided, however, That the requirements of a three years' residence 
and of ability to read and comprehend an ordinary newspaper, printed 
either in the Hawaiian, English, or some European language, shall not 
apply to persons residing in the Kingdom at the time of the promulga- 
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tioii of this constitution, if thoy shall register and vote at the first elec- 
tion which shall he held under this constitution. 

Aetiole 60. There sliall be twenty-four represeutatives of the people 
elected biennially, except those first elected under this constitution, -who 
shall eervo until the general election for the year of our Ix>rd 1890. 
The representation shall be based upon the principles of equality and 
shall be regulated and apportioned by the legislature according to the 
population, to be ascertained from time to time by the official census. 
But until such apportionment by the legislature, the apportionment 
now established by law shall remain in force, with the following ex- 
ceptions, namely, there shall be but two representatives for the dis- 
tricts of Hilo and Puna on the island of Hawaii, bnt one for the dis- 
tricts of Lahaiua and Kaanapali on the island of Maui, and but one for 
the districts of Koolanloa and Waialna on the island of OaUu. 

Aetiole 61. No person shall be eligible as a rflpresentative of the 
people unless he be a male subject of the Kingdom who shall have ar- 
rived at the full age of twenty-one years; who shall know how to read 
and write either the Hawaiian , English, or some European language ; 
who shall understand accounts; who shall have been domiciled in the 
Kingdom for at least three years, the last of which shall be the year 
immediately preceding his election; and who shall own real estate 
within the Kingdom of a clear value over and above all encumbrances 
of at least Ave hundred doUars; or who shall have a.n annual income 
Of at least two hundred and fifty dollars, derived from any property or 
some lawful employment. 

Aeticlb 62. Every male resident. of the Kingdom of Hawaiian, 
American, or European birth or descent, who shall havetaken an oath 
to support the constitution and laws in the manner provided for elect- 
ors of nobles; who shall have paid his taxes; who shall have attained 
the age of twenty years, and shall have been domiciled in the Kingdom 
for one year immediately preceding the election, and shall know how to 
read and write either the Hawaiian, English, or some European lan- 
guage (if bom since the year 1840), and shall have caused his name to 
be entered on the list of voters of his district as may be provided by 
law, shall be entitled to one vote for the representative or represeiirta- 
tives of that district, provided, however, that the requirements of being 
domiciled in the Kingdom for one year immediately preceding the elec- 
tion, and of knowing how to read and write, either the Hawaiian, 
English, or some European language, shall not apply to persons residing 
in this Kingdom at the time of the promulgation of this constitution, 
if they shall register and vote at the first election wLich shaU be held 
under this constitution. 

Aeticle 63. So person shaU sit as a noble or representative in the 
legislature unless elected under, and hi conformity with, the provisions 
of _ this constitution. The property or income qualification of represent- 
atives, of nobles, and of electors of nobles, may be increased by law; 
and a property or income qualification of electors of representatives 
may be created and altered by law. 

Aetiole 64. The judicial power of the King-dom shaU be vested in 
one supreme court and in such inferior courts as the legislature may, 
irom time to time, establish. 

Aeticle 65. The supreme court shaU consist of a chief justice, 
and not less than two aj^sociate justices, any of whom may hold the 
court. The justices of the supreme court shall hold their offices dur- 
ing good behavior, subject to removal upon impeachment, and shall, at 
stated times, receive for their services a compensation which sbaU not 
be diminished during their continuance in office: Provided, however. 
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That any judge of the supreme court or xny other court of record 
may be removed from oflSee, ou a resolution passed by two-thirds of 
all the members of the legislature, for good cause shown to the satis- 
faction of the King. The judge against whom the legislature may be 
about to proceed shall receive notice thereof, accompanied by a copy 
of the causes alleged tor his removal, at least ten days before the day 
on which the legislature shall act thereon. He shall be heard before 
the legislature. 

Aetiole 66. ThejudiciaJpower shall be divided among the supreme 
court and the several inferior courts of the Kingdom in such manner 
as the legislature may ftom time to time prescribe, and the tenure of 
office in the inferior courts of the Kingdom shall be such as may be de- 
tined by the law creating them. 

Article 67. The judicial power shaJ] extend to all cases in law and 
equity arising under the constitution and laws of this Kingdom and 
treaties made^ or which shall be made under their authority, to all cases 
effecting public ministers and consuls, and to all cases of admiralty and 
maritime jurisdiction. 

Aetiole 68, The chief justice of the supreme court shall be the 
chancellor of the Kingdom; he shall be ex oj^eio president of the 
nobles in all cases of impeachment, unless when impeached himself 
and shall exercise such jurisdiction in equity or other cases as the law 
may confer upon him, his decisions being subject, however, to the re- 
vision of the supreme court on appeal. Should the chief justice ever 
be impeached, some person specially commissioned by the King shall 
be president of the court of impeachment during such tri^. 

Article 69. The decisions of the supreme court, when made by a 
majority of the justices thereof, shall be final and conclusive upon all 
parties. 

Aeticle 70. The Eang, his cabinet, and the legislature shall have 
authority to require the opinions of the justices of the supreme court, 
upon important questions of law and upon solemn occasions. 

Article 71. The King appoints the justices of the supreme court 
and all other judges of courts of record. Their salaries are fixed by 
law. 

Article 72. No judge or magistrate shall sit alone on an appeal or 
new trial in any case on which he may have given a previous judg- 
ment. 

Article 73. The following persons shall not be permitted to reg- 
ister for voting, to vote, or to hold office under any department of the 
Government, or to sit in t^e legislature, namely; Any person who is 
insane or an idiot, or any person who shall have been convicted of any 
of the following-named offenses, viz: Arson, barratry, bribery, bur- 
glary, counterteiting, embezzlement, felonious branding of cattle, 
forgery, gross cheat, incest, kidnaping, larceny, malicious burning, 
manslaughter in the first degree, murder, perjury, rape, robbery, 
sodomy, treason, subornation of perjury, and malfeasance in office, 
unless he shall have been pardoned by tlie King and restored to his 
civil rights, and by the express terms of his pardon declared to be 
eligible to offices of trust, honor, and profit. 

Article 74. Wo officer of this Gicvernment shall hold an office or 
receive any salary from any other Government or power whatever. 

Article 75, The legishibiu-e votes the appropriations biennially, 
after due consideration of the revenue and expenditure for the two 
preceding years and the estimates of the revenue and expenditure of 
the two succeeding years, which shall be submitted to them by the 
minister of financa 
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Article 76. The enacting style in making and passing all acta and 
, laws shall be, "Be it enacted by the King and the legislature of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom." 

Article 77. To avoid improper influences which may result from 
intermixing in one and the same act such things as have no proper 
relation to each otherj every law shall embrace but one object, and that 
shall he expressed in its title. 

Article 78. Wherever by this constitntion any act is to be done 
or performed by the King or the Sovereign, it shall, unless otherwise 
expressed, mean that such act shall be done and performed by the 
Sovereign by and with the advice and consent of the cabinet. 

Article 79. AD laws now in force in this Kingdom shall continue 
and remain in full efttect until altered or repealed by the legislature, 
such parts only excepted as are repugnant to this constitution. All 
laws heretofore enacted, or that may hereafter be enacted, which are 
contrary to this constitution, shall be null and void. 

Article 80. The cabinet shall have power to make and publish all 
necessary rules and regulations for the holding of any election or elec- 
tions under this constitution prior to the passage by the legislature 
of appropriate laws for such purpose, and to provide for adminis- 
tering to offleials, subjects, and residents the oath to support this con- 
stitution. The first election hereunder shall be held within ninety days 
after the promulgation of this constitution, and the legislature then 
elected may be convened %t Honolulu upon the call of the cabinet 
council, in extraordinary session, at such time as the cabinet council 
may deem necessary, thirty days' notice thereof being previously given. 

Abtiolb 81. This constitution shall be in force from the 7th day of 
July, A. D. 1887, but that there may be no failure of justice or incon- 
venience to the King<lom from any change, all officers of this Kingdom 
at the time this constitution shall take effect shall have, hold, and ex- 
ercise all the power to them granted. Such officers shall take an oath 
to support this constitution within sixty days after the promulgation 
thereof. 

Article 82. Any amendment or amendments to this constitution 
may be proposed in the legislature, and if the same shall be agreed to 
by a mfyority of the members thereof, such proposed amendment or 
amendments shall be entered on its journal, with the yeas and nays 
taken thereon, and referred to the next legislature; which proposed 
amendment or amendments shall be published for three months pre- 
vious to the next election of representatives and nobles; and if in the 
next legislature such proposed amendment or amendments shall be 
agreed to by two-thirds of all the members of the legislature, such 
amendment or ameudments shall become part of the constitution of 
this Kingdom. 

KALAXAUA EE5. 
By the King: 

W. L. Gbeex, 

ilumter of Finance. 
Honolx^LIT, Oahu, ss: 

I, Kalakauft, King of the Hawaiian Islands, in the presence of Al- 
mighty God, do solemnly swear to maintain this constitution whole and 
inviolate, and to govern in conformity therewith. 

Kalakaua Res. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this sixth day of July, A. D. 1887. 

A. F. JT3DD, 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and Chancellor of the Kingdom. 
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(No. 22.) 

Statistical tabulated statements pertaining to the Sawaiian Islands. 

A. 

Census of Hawaii, 
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17,218.527 
17,000,210 





























The yalne of real and personal property in tli« Kingdom for 1891 is estimatfid at 
. about $39,000,000. 

The estimated value of Government property of all kinds, including caali in 
trtaHury, is $6,189,303. (CouBul- General Severance, Con. Eepts. No. 142, p. 413. ) 

NOTB BY COM^ossiONEKS.—To tliis amount should be added tlie vnlue of the 
Cruwn lands, which, at a moderate cBtimate, are worth $3,500,000. 
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[From tlieBieTinial Eepoct of tteMinistar of rinaooe to the Legislative AHBBmWyoJ: IS! 

On the 31st of March, 1890, the bonried deht was $1, 934, 

Of this there was paid during the period 7, 

Borrowed under authority of »cfs : 

August B, 1888 $50,000 

October 24, 1890 -, 95,000 

Postal SaviuKB Bank account 29, 100 

Octobar 15,1886 213.700 

387, 

Bonded debt March 31, 1892 2,314, 

Amonnt due depositors in Postal Savings Bank March 
31, J892, for which coupon 6 per c«nt bonds are on de- 
posit in the Treasury by the Postmaster-Genca^ , 903, 

Total bonded debt Maich 31, 1892 3,317, 

D,laihd ■itatetaent nf hrndtd debt March SI 1S9S. 

Act of Augnst 5 1RR2 

Stock A, 6 per cent ■f37, 000. 00 

Stock E, 6 per rent 14, 500. 00 

Stock O, 6 ler cent 3, 300, 00 

Stock U, 6 per cent 25, 000. 00 

79, 

[May be redeemed m 5 veirs inn^t bp itdpenied in 
25 years ] 
Act of October 15 188b 

Loan in Lend du 180, r, . 

Stock A, 6 per cent d73, 000. (i^ 

Stock E, 6 pe- cent 142, 000.00 

Stock U, 6 per cent "WS, 000. 00 

2,000, 

[May be redeemed in 10 yeairs, must Lo redeemed in 
25 years. ■) 
Act of October 15, 1888 t 

Stock U, 6 per cent - 50, 

Aotof October 15, 1890: 

Stock A, 6 per cent - 95, 

[May be redeemed in Byears; must be redeemed in 
10 years.] 
Postal Sayings Bank account : 

Stock A, 5 per cent $18,000.00 

Stock K, 5 per cent 9,000.00 

Stock O, 5 per cent 2,100.00 

29, 

[May be redeemed in 5 yeais; must he redeemed in 

20 years.] 



161.13 
161.13 



000.00 
000.00 
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Act of September 27, 1876: 

StoBkA, 7 per cent ?1,000.00 

StockE,7 per cent 500.00 



le not later tlian 



[Payable at time specified oi 
20 years.] 
Act of June 22, 1868: 

Stnofe U, 9 per cent .- 

Stock E, 9 per cent 

Stock 0, 9 per cent 

[Stock Ufalla dae during cnrrent biennial period no 
dates as to balance, but til enmonnt IS mo onsidtrab If ] 
Board of education 
Stock A, 12 per ci 
Stock E, 12 per <. 
Stock I, 12 per o. 
Stock 0, 12 per i,i 
Stock U, 12 per (.1 



10, 000. 00 

2,000.00 

500,00 



Dae Postal Savings Bank depositors . . 



3,217,161.13 
{Soard of edaeation: Certain lands were originally set apart by the Hawaiian 
Government for the use of the hoard of education. These lands were afterward 
eoW, and the amount realiaeil ($40,000) was, by act of the legislature, paid into the 
public treasury and these bonds issued to the board of education. They may be 
canceled at any time.] 

\_PoBtal gavinge ftoiifc: About $200,000 to $300,000 have been -withdrawn since the 
date of the minister's report, about one-balf of which bits been paid from the gen- 
eral fiind in the treasury, and the balance obtained by loans secured by treasury 
notes of the Hawaiian Grovemment, authorized by an act of August 30, 1892, pay- 
able in Arom three to eighteen mouths, at G per cent.] 

[Tlie foregoing bonds are all payable in United States gold or its equivalent.] 
KOTK TO Hawaiian Dehx Statbmkbt — Tha matter bracketed £ ] was supplied 
by the Hawaiiau CI '--■-- 



[Couaul-Generi 



eUGAU ESTATE p. 

e, Miffoh 22, If 



^uiiaulac reportfl, Tfo. 112, p. 4; 



The total value of plantations, as taken, flrom the Planter's Monthly, is estimated 
at $32,347,690, owned as follows : By Americans, S2i,735,610, or 74.17 per cent; bv 
British, $6,038,130, or 18.11 per cent; by Germans, $2,008,600, or 8.03 per cent; by 
Hawaiiaus, $266,250, or 0,80 per cent; other natioaulities, $299,100, or 0.90 per cent. 

The average monthly wages of employi^s in January, 1890, were as follows : Con- 
tract laborers, $17.74; skilled laborers, t" ■"" 

The estimated area of land now uni 
plantations of 3,700 acres, is 67,849 acre 
tons iwr acre, or 202,083,580 pounds. 

Owing to the present low prices of sugar, the value of the crops will decrease 
from tb'e rear ItdiO, while the q^uautity of sugar esccoils that produced in 1890 by 
16,000 tons. 
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Sawaiitm infernal luxes for Mmtnial periods, 138S-1S91. 
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nt 


ffigi 

118,256 

132! 263 
162,187 


S!:S 

115.208 
119, 6K 

16i;906 


$B«^9S7 






81|1W 
























' 



f Indodeil iu pereinifll ptopecty nftec 1884. { Cociiicted l)y tJ 
Tn* jjej- cojiilfl, annnal. 



H«icniion rei!«i«« oiirf erpeiirfitem/or bwitnial periods, 187S-18S0 to 1890-1802. 




1878-lSao 


1880-1382 


1882-1884 


188^1888 


18S6-13B8. 


183^1890. 


Gstlinalod. 


— ^ 


$582 848 










tl 082,766 




















































































Fum loans 


& 800 




068 900 






34,' 500 


27i!7ei 






































Total 


1-03 730 


i 070 259 


3 092.035 


3 010 OK 


4 81" 570^ 


3 632. IBO 


3,916,381 


-™-~- 
































Lerfslatoreandpinjcoon 


10 5»3 


19 838 


"24,9*2 


31456 


80 284 


22,767 




















S^!SS„.f 
















86 86{l 


129, 3B3 




222,678 


257,996 


1S6,44G 






















































































































t>97d 


169,608 


151,7*2 


•7K.821 


1,152,333 


IK, 784 


623,292 


Contmg™t 


























Total 


1 iOjSO 


.,,282,596 J,216,i0a 


S,«0»,70O 


4,712,283 


S,«n,430 


1,185,891 



'Indemnity iccoiuit fbi Bnadr; eipenBes. Ilndadingrecall and oaucellatian of bauds, $825,000. 
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lieceijits, expenditures, and publio debt of HaKaii. 



r.„. 


E«^u«. 


Espendi- 


Caahbiil- 
treasury. 


debt." 


IRBO 


SI 703 "37 


$1,495, 697 


(338 seo 


S388,90a 
















3,216,406 




im,m 
































181.2 











<• Estimated hy Oie Comi 
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ANNEXATION TREATY WITH THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 



StaleiKeiit sliowinj/ tlie iaiports, in detail, t 



Hatvaii daring the years ending mth 1S31, 
Itatistical Keport.] 



Articles. 


1.83. 1^. 


,.«. 


1886. 


1B87. 


.... 


1889. 


18S0. 


.»,. 


"trs'^- 


















?68IS^ 


»C06 


$81,371 


*75 9a4 




177 44 


$108,879 




Animals and birds 


48.570 




0.428 


4 024 




69 98 


153,935 


119] 494 


Bu ding maarl 
























03,051 






100 466 


174,783 


185,601 


t tliln hats. 




















andl>™ta 


1S7 25 




268 0' 


80 ,064 


84 947 




4iy7,2% 


405,712 


Goal and caU 








»8,41 




118,611 


15,477 


167, 872 


ooke r adn 




















47 W3 




20 4BS 


29.392 


49 540 




60,028 


46.040 


IJnige aiid drag 




















■^SfflE" 






80,498 






47 9^ 


61,669 


08,373 


2S2,a( 




ISO 430 


230,424 


l^m 




291 01 


317,735 


203,043 


■Ltaaa 






11. 7) 


30,630 








30 29? 


33.127 


savt 


6 496 






33,76^ 


4103: 




37 f 


30.992 


29,377 


Woolens 


109 Ij 




M.07i 


aq 


107 599 






108.840 


44,756 


Mtred 
Taney eooda mil 






18 31^ 


8, "80 




T 16i 


34.021 


27:639 


hi./? etc 


181712 




8 46: 


108,811 


102 7)3 








118, 840 


Penmaera 








33,031 






103 6 1 




loeV 


Ftah dry and 




















aalWd 


as 830 




07,148 


96 780 




90 651 


105,962 


102.074 


Moor 






150.737 


176, 8S 






202.068 


273. 880 








10.055 








ia,7Si 


12; 602 


IWture 


110 908, 


60 323 


75.341 






69 871 






Grain and seed 


BOiau 


290 448 


237, 1M| 


289 06" 






372.265 






















Tiaions 


S30sn 




49S,447 








6S1.047 


629. 3B8 




i 
















terlat 








2 71 






27,784 






















aSSw^^ too a 


7 10» 


188" 


M75 


* 




4 527 


,«. 


11,152 








.^.4 






28" 211 


376,158 


315.960 


Iron, Bteel, etc 
Jewerr pUte 


82 1)35 




38 310 


43,638 










98,357 


80 9 T 




22 133 


fi% 


58 801 




48 22; 


71,668 


92,828 


I*atli 






4134; 




46 89 










Lumber 


844 181 






22?;^ 


202 370 








2061822 








187 41 


33,59-1 




357 406 


532; 080 


854,773 


MUb.hJ'^ 






U053 


15,781 




L. 56 


13,152 


13,840 


Mufloallnatrn 






















10 113 


5,447 






10 324 


19,904 




K^ stores 




817381 


45;3S9 








77,578 


SfclCl 


O&a tQO nd ng 






















68 827 


128,702 






124 836 


140,615 


176.346 


Pamto^ntoil, 


















eto 




35 858 


36,-45 


44,74 






56,819 


71,537 


Wet'^clOT 


VW^ 


,i». 


14.883 






14 184 


20.917 


25,238 


Kallioadmatecial 


77 985 


14 M8 


16,128 


7 40 




U0 3aii 


114.617 


105,600 


nM-e^'aad"^ 


















tenal 


68 7.^1 


49 "3 


66.010 


71600 




es 5j 


13f.621 




^books bags etc 






151.48; 


IJ 14 






207,137 


1671 042 


Spirts ^ 






' 


93 437 




loa 7oi 


118,871 


107,750 


Sta onBryand 


1 


















89 9661 


69 381 


79.038 


4.82. 






06,801 


73,403 








37, 39a 






1! 




18,459 


TinBare 


10 358 




4 9ii 


7 545 


54. 




-4 50t, 


9; 301 




Tobaooo elgiiiB, 




















etc ^ 


1M193 




13 001 




134.02 






184,087 




Wines, light.... 


23,707 




E0,5S5 


65] 32: 






82 630 


101,38^ 


121:26! 




^°" 


S,fl2i,210 


»,aBt,787 


3,830,645 


1,877,780 


4,690,584 


t,640,887J5.438.791 


3,082,201 


7.439,483 
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EXPORTS B 

Slatemmit sliojving the prindpal exports from the Sawaiian Islands. 
QUANTIl'IES. 



i,u.i,. ■ 


i« 


188. 


lUi. 


«, 


«.. 


Saeor poimda 


114,177,938 

£21,293 

12,169,475 

459, 6S3 

s,iai 

2SU03 

S2S,ftl3 

2,111 


'193; 897 

11, 819,000 

1,368,705 

16^067 

318,271 

44;9oa 


"Sis 
' |i 
ii| 

60. MB 


171,350,314 
7 3e7'l6l 


216,228,615 
U3,137 

7,ti8a;7ia 


^tp-::;::::|S|:: 


¥Jt^w::::::::::::::BX:: 


1,676 


5,931 
2i;3ll5 


19,762 


wool poo-jaa- 

Sangns ponnda.. 

Bananas boaohea.. 


118,784 


53,0*0 


46,362 


Aitictes. 


1887. 


1888. 


lefs. 


1890. 


1891. 




212,768.647 

IS, 6^ aw 

5,800 
S(i,713 
75; BU 


235,888,346 
12,378;eiJ0 


9, 669! 806 


259,768,162 

..,.!!;S 


2/4B83 5B0 


Pad^ poTiiids.. 

Hides v/;.'.v.v.'".v.v^Sber:: 


4,m^ 


563^289 


11 

2ti;925 


SS,593 

Is 

374.724 


3.051 




^■'At 






Bananas tfuncbea.. 


58,936 


71,335 


105.630 


97,20* 


116,660 



Aitieles. 


1882. 


1888. 


1884. 


.m 


,m. 










88,356,091 


*9, 776,132 


































283 
71,533 
































15,028 
^,574 


IS 


























68, Mo 




























$6,885,187 


$7,824,727 


J7. 977, 909 


«9, 158, 818 






' 


Articlea. 


1897. 


1888. 


«.. 


1890. 


..... 




""'SS 


?10,81S,883 


4S1,134 


S45;fio 


















672 

7, 68 
7,010 


1,698 

s;e77 


8,826 
72,974 
1,211 
5^461 
38; 875 


its 

1,110 
as; 396 






^Kl 


















54,703 


69,249 


136,278 


176, 351 






















9,435,204 


11,631,465 


13,810,071 


13,0:i3 304 
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„w„d». 


im. 


.« 


1.8.. 


»7. 


1883, 


im 


.« 


189.. 


Great Britain!!;!!! 


13, 855, 127 
715; 63: 

2al87i 
178,182 
21,121 


118,8ft 


'66i;7l 
267, 8L 


$3,068,157 $3. 344, 661 
*'63Ii;6«i 652117: 

157^871 no! 9a 


(4,302,995 
'674;83| 

116, m 

m82fl 
4.781 


(5, 64,692 

i! 04:02; 

42!49< 
^697 
7,80^ 


(^4^,603 


^■SSI&'i.ji;;: 


287,958 
























Total 


4,637,614 


3,830,544 


4,877,738 


4,918,841 


4, 541), 857 


8,438,791 


8,962,901 


7,439,483 


United States 




J 

8,033,206 


10, 412, 827 






13,840,S23 


13,073,477 


10,190,278 








3,'lfli 
















W 






■1;S 


as 


h\ 


















































Total 


S,1S4,B23 


9,009,318 


10,566,885; 9,62»,M7 


11,707,SM!i3,B74,841 


13,142,829 


10.258,788 



Total value of expoHs for 1 



n imjioris and exporti. 



yeaca. 


Imim'ts. 


Bsporte.t 


Imports and 


Cuatoms 


16 


$i =.i7 9T9 


$6,885,437 


































































































52,713,486 


100,657,146 


153,970,032 






' ' 



. The Hawaiian Annual given tlie foUoHing Si 
.•eat Britain, 11,201,329,43. The total imports ag 
a tliia parlicalar, tliat tLe Hanaiioa Annnal is en 
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NATIONAHTV € 



CLEARA^NCES. 



K-atioiiality. 1 1832, 


1583, 


IBBi, 


1885. 


1836, 


Brlt^ 


11 


'Ml 


23 


Tom. 

is 


N-o. 


"11 

a', 225 


Jfo, 
13 

5 


^982 
a. 377 
3,817 


A'o, 
29 
S 


123,224 
10,342 
30 435 

slssi 


AllotHar 


1 


1,S05 


7 


6,206 


Total 


2.^ 


1 619 


267 


i85,3i8 


m 


187,826 


2i3 


183,056 


S02 


219,683 


liationa t> 


183 


1883. 


1689. 


1890, 


1891. 


ItJ" 


1^ 120 108 
4! 61598 


43 


Ton.. 

'as 

1;S 


ffo. 
11 


To™. 

Is 


No. 
S5 


Tons. 
153,098 
43, Ml 


No. 
21 


'SS 
IS 


Allotlier 


8 sm 


8 


6,892 1 13 


12,203 


9 


9,a80 


IS 


10.640 


Total 


i,a 211189 


247 


222,218 ' 2® 


318,^ 


as . 280,701 


311 


271,352 
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\ No. 77. 



nf THE SENATE OP THE UBITED STATES. 



MESSAGE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, 



TltAHSMITTING 



Correspondence respecting relations between the United States and, the 
Hawaiian Islands from September, 1830, to January, 1S93, 



1 Foreign Relations, and 



To the Senate: 

I transmit herewith a letter from the Secretary of State of the 15th 
instant, covering a report with accompanying correspondence respect- 
ing relations between the United States and the Hawaiian Islands from 
September, 1820, to January, 1893. 



ESECTTTITE MANSION, 

Washington, February 16, 1893, 



EliNJ. Haiibison. 



The President: 

In furtlier relation to the snbiect, and as being of interest incon- 
jnnctioii with the papers submitting the treaty concluded and 
signed at Washington on the 14th of February, instant, and sent to 
the Senate with a message on the 15th instant, the undersigned. Secre- 
tary of State, has the honor to submit the accompanying report by 
Andrew H. Allen, chief of the Bureau of Rolls and Library of this De- 
partment, upon the relations between the United States and the Ha- 
waiian Islands from 1820 to 1893, supplemented by aa appendix and 
copies of considerable correspondence involved in the narrative. 

This report shows that from an early day the policy of the United 
States has been consistently and consl^ntly declared against any for- 
eign aggression in the Kingdom of Hawaii inimical to the necessarily 
paramount rights and interests of the American people there, and the 
uniform contemplation of their annexation as a contingent necessity. 
But beyond that it is shown that annexation has been on more than 
one occasion avowed as a policy and attempted as a fact. Such a solu- 
tion was admitted as early as 1850 by so far-sighted a statesman as 
Lord Palmerston when he recommended to a visiting Hawaiian com- 
mission the contingency of a protectorate under the United Stat^ or 
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2 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

of becoming an iBtegral part of this nation in falfllbneiit of a destiny 
due to close neighborhood and commercial dei>endence upon the Pa- 
cific States. 

Early in 1851 a contingent deed of cession of the kingdom was drawn 
and signed by the king and placed sealed in the hands of the comniia- 
sioner of the United States, who was to open it and act upon its pro- 
visions at the first hostOe shot fired by France in subversion of Hawai- 
ian independence. 

In 1854 Mr. Marcy advocated annexation and a draft of a treaty was 
actually agreed upon with the Hawaiian ministry, but its completion 
was delayed by the anccessfol exercise of foreign influence upon the heir 
to the throne, and finally defeated by the death of the king, Kamehar 
meha III. 

In 1867, Mr. Seward, having become advised of a strong annexation 
sentiment in the islands, instructed our minister at Honolulu favorably 
to receive any native overtures for annexation. And on the 12th of 
September, 1867, he wrote to Mr. McCook, "thatif the policy of annex- 
ation should conflict with the policy of reciprocity, annexation is in every 
ease to be preferred." 

President Johnson in bis annual message of December 9, 1868, re- 
garded reciprocity with Hawaii as deaii'able, " until the people of the 
, ulands shall of themselves, at no distant day, voluntarily apply for ad- 
mission Into the Union." 

In 1871, on the 6th of April, President Grant in a special message 
significantly solicited some expression of the views of the Senate re- 
specting the advisability of annexation. 

In an instruction of March 25, 1873, Mr. Pish considered the necessity 
of annexing the islands in accordance with the wise foresight of those 
"who see afuturethat must extend the jurisdiction and the limits of 
this nation, and that will require a resting spot in midocean between 
the Pacific Coast and the vast domains of Asia, which are now opening 
to commerce and Christian civilization." And he directed our minister 
" not to discourage the feeling which may exist in favor of annexation 
to the United States," but to, seek and even invite information touch- 
ing the terms and conditions upon which that object might be effected. 

Since the conclusion of the reciprocity treay of 1875, it has been the 
obvious policy of the succeeding administrations to assert and defend 
against other powers the exclusive commercial rights of the United 
States and to fortify the maintenance of the existing Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment tlirough the direct support of the United States, so long as 
that Goveroment shall prove able to protect our paramount r.ghts and 
interests. 

On December 1, 1881, Mr. Blaine, in an instruction to the American 
minister at Honolulu, wrote: 

It [this Government] firmly lielieveB tliat the position of the Hawaiian Islanfls, as 
tbe Icejr to tlie dominion of the American Pacific, demands their henevolent neu- 
trality, to which ond it will eamestly cooperate with the native government. And 
if, through any oanae, the maintenance of such a position of benevolent neutrality 
should he found by Hawaii to be impracticable, thia Government would tlien unhes- 
itatingly meet the altered situation by seeldug an avowedly American solution for 
the grikve issues presented. 

EeapectfuUy submitted, 

joun w. posteii. 

Department of State, 

February 13, 1893. 



d by Google 



hawaiian islands. 3 

Depaetmbnt of State, 
Bureau of Rolls and Ldjeaet, 

WasJdngUm, Felirtiary 9, 1893. 
Sir: Til obe<liei»'e to your direction ol' the 30th of Jauaary ultimo, 
i have the honor to submit the accompauying report ou relations with 
the Hawaiian Islands. 
Respectfully, 

Andrew H. Allen. 
The Secretary of State. 
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REPOM tPOS m OfflCUl raUTIOSS OK THE HITEI) STATES WITH THIS 
HAWAIIAN ISUSBS FROM THE FIRST APWISTMHT Of A OOSSIiUR OFFICER 
THERE BY THIS fiOVEIlSMENT. 



On September 19, 1820, Mr. Joh]i 0. Jones was appointed to reside 
at the Sandwich Islands in the capacity of "Agent of the United 
States for commerce and seamen," To those functions there were added 
to the duties of the agent a general supervision of American interests 
in the islands concerning the status of which he advised the Depart- 
ment ftom time to time. Other official information touching these 
interests, and events then current there, was occasionally afl'orded by 
officers of tbe Navy, on visiting vessels, whose instmctions permitted 
theic friendly intervention in sucb affairs of the country as tMy might 
with propriety regard as of importance to this Government, 

In consequence of instructions in May, 1825, to Commodore Hull, TJ. 
S, Savy, in command of the Pacific squadron, then at Callao, Thomas 
ap Oatesby Jones, commanding the U. S. S. Peacock, was sent the fol- 
lowing year to Honolulu on a visit of friendly inspection, to relieve the 
native authorities of the annoyance occasioned by deserters fixim Ameri- 
can vessels in the islands, and to endeavor to adjust certain claims due 
American citizens there resident. The objects of this visit were suc- 
cessfully accomplished, and Capt, Jones negotiated a treaty of friend- 
ship, commerce, and navigation with the King, which was signed De- 
cembw' 23, 1826, This was the first treaty formally negotiated by the 
Sawaiiajis with any foreign power, and although it was never ratified 
by this Grovemment, certain of its stipulations appear to have embodied 
Mendly views and purposes of the United States which were considered 
morally binding by both parties, (A copy of the treaty will be found 
in Appendix — . 

In 1S29, Oapt, Finch, commanding the U. S. 9. Vincennes, visited the 
islands as the bearer of presents and a letter, dated January 20 of that 
year, from the Secretary of the iiavy, on behalf of the President, In 
that letter Mr. Southard said: 

The President anxionsly hopes that peace and tindceBs and justice will prevail 
■between your people and thoae citi^eoB of the United States who visit yonr islands, 
ajod that the regnlations of your goveniment wUl be such, as to euforoe them upon 
all. • 

Our citiaens who violate yonr laws or interfere with your regulations violate at 
the same ttiue their duty to their own Government and country, and merit oonsiiro 
and punishment. 

From time to time thereafter naval vessels of the Unit-ed States vis- 
ited Hawaii and intervened in a friendly way in their affairs. Among 
them the United St-ates frigate Potomac, with Commodore Downs, 
touched at Honolulu soon after the deportation, in December, 1831, of 
the Roman Catholic priests who had been introduced into the country 
in 1827 by the French, and that officer interceded successfully in be- 
half of some of their converts, who were undergoing persecution at 
the hands of the native Government, These persecutions were not 
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finally arrosted until 1839, in July of which year the French frigate 
JJArt^ise, Laplace, commander, visited there. Laplace propounded 
several demands for the adoption of measures for the protection of the 
(JathoUcs and offered a treaty of commerce, etc., threatening in the 
event of noncomitliance with the demands and uonsignature of the 
treaty by the Hawaiian authorities to proceed forthwith to hostilities, 
The American consul waa notified by Laplace at the same time that the 
American Protestant clergy would be treated as a part of the native 
iwpulation when hostilities should begin, he regarding them as the in- 
stigators of the alleged insults to !Franee. The treaty, however, was 
signed by the premier, in the King's name, and violence was averted. 

Under the provisions of article Vl of this treaty intoxicating liquors 
were introduced. (Appendix.) 

At about the same time the British consul, Mr. Charlton, who had 
loTig been at odds with the native Government, left to present, en route 
to London, certain personal claims and complaints to the British naval 
force on the South Pacific station. Already his representations had 
secured the violent intervention of Lord Edward Eussell, commanding 
H, B. M. 8. Acteon, and that officer had " negotiated a treaty " under 
the guns of his ship, which was signed November 16, 1836. (Appen- 
dix.) 

Charlton did not return, but the result of his errand was the visit in 
February, 1843, of Lord G-eorge Paulet, commanding H. B. M. S. Garys- 
fort, who seized the islands in the Queen's name and forced &om the 
King, Kamehameha III, a deed of cession, which was pathetically pro- 
claimed by the unfortunate monarch on the 25th of that mouth. The 
Government was immediately put in commission by a proclamation of 
Lord Gteorge, he and (in the King's absence) the King's deputy, Mr, 
Judd, with others, being of the eomiuission. On the 11th of May Mr. 
Judd resigned, after a protest against some of the acts of the commis- 
sion, and thus withdrew the King from all further participation in their 
course. The remaining members of the commission continued to ad- 
minister the Government and to perform various sovereign functions. 
Among others, they raised a native regiment, which they called " The 
Queen's Own," but which they armed and etjuippedat the expense of 
tlie Hawaiian treasury, and the ofHcers of which they, of course, re- 
quired to make oath of allegiance to the British Queen. 

Commodore Kearney, TJ. S, Navy, on board the U, S. Frigate G<yn- 
stellation, arrived on the 11th of July, and promptly protested against 
the King's deed of cession, and also against the acts of the commission 
wherein tJie rights of American citizens had suffered in any degre*. 
The King returned to Honolulu on the 26th of July, and on the 26th 
Eear-Admiral Thomas, R. N., entered the harbor on board H. B. M, 8. 
Dublin, from Valparaiso, After friendly conferences between the King 
and the admiral, an agreement was signed, the Hawaiian flag was 
restored on July 31, 18^, and Lord George Paulet's act of seizure disa- 
vowed. (Appendix.) 

In this reliition Mr, Fox, in a note of June 25, 1843, to Mr. Upshur, 
used the following language: 

I am directed by the Barl of Aberdeen to state to yon, for the information of Uie 
Govemmeut of tbe United States, that the oooupation of the SandwicU Islands was 
an act entirely unauthorized by Her Majesty's Govemmeut; and that with the least 
practicable delay due inquiry will be made into the proceedings which led to it. 
(Appendix,) 

[In an ingoniotis {but not ingenuoiw) plea of defense against the claim of tlia 
King; ibc eoiiipensation and leimbuTsement, the Bari of Aberdeen satkfied himself 
that no siiuh claiin conld be entertained by Great Britain. He regarded the seizure 
by Lord George Paulet aa not "forcible", — History Hawaiian Islands, Jaives.] 
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Tlie indirect causes of this outrage were complicated, but of assisted 
and persisteut growth. From the early days of foreign interests and 
immigration in Hawaii the American element had predominated. The 
contention of the two principal European nations sending ships into 
the Horth Pacific — England and France — for supremacy in the islands 
was hampered by this fact. The remedy adoplied by the French was 
the iutrodnction of a rival religion. It was the belief of the British 
consul that American influence might thus be broken, and the field left 
clear for a settlement of the question of ultimate sovereignty between 
the two powers, whose policy in that part of the world was one of con- 
quest or colonization. The native sentiment turned toward that people 
by whom tbeir independence had been first virtually actnowledged. 
The treaty negotiated by Capt. Jones had been the first actual recog- 
nition of tbeir autonomy. For while that treaty had not been formally 
ratified, it had been observed as morally binding. The United States 
had manifested towards the Hawaiians a spirit of goodwill, and hswl 
maintained an attitude of neighborly respect In all otBcial relations. 
The visits of their naval vessels had been generally helpful and encour- 
aging; the purposes of their immigrants had been generally civilizing 
and progressive. By the policy of the French and English the Ameri- 
cans were thrnst into a position of defense alongside of the native 
impulation, and threatened with a share of the pnnishment to be visited 
upon the government for the fancied insults and wrongs sujttered by 
the people of those two nations. 

But a short time before the event just recited, William Bichards, a 
clergymen, and Timoteo HaaliHo, of the King's suite, the first embassy 
from Hawaii, had left for the United States, thence to proceed to Eng- 
land and France, upon the errand of securing recognition of the inde- 
pendence of their government. Mr. Eichar<£ had been formerly sent 
to this counti-j' in 1S36 by the King to secure, if possible, the service of 
some American eminent in public life as advisers to the chiefs; but his 
mission had been unsuccessfnl. 

The embassy having arrived at Washington addressed a communica- 
tion to Mr. Webster on the 14th of December, 1842, setting forth the 
situation of affairs in the Hawaiian Islands, reciting the progress of 
the peojile in the paths of civilization; theiraspirations, and theneees-' 
sity that demanded the formulation by the King of some definite foreign 
policy, and the assumption by hia government of diplomatic relations 
with other powers. 

Mr. Webster answered them on the 19th, declaring in the name of 
the President recognition of the independence of the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment and the sense of the United States that no interference with the 
King by foreign powers should be countenanced. He pointed out the 
interest of the American people in the islands and the reasons for such 
interest, and added that in so obvious a case the President did not re- 
^rd a formal treaty or the establishment of formal diplomatic rela- 
tions as then necessary. He concluded with the assurance that not 
improbably the correspondence would be made the subject of a commu- 
nication to Congress, and be thus officiaJly made known to the tlov- 
ernments of the principal commercial nations of Europe. The Presi- 
dent communicated the correspondence to Congress on the SOtli of 
December, with a special message declarative of his policy. (Ap- 
pendix.) 

This recognition of Hawaiian independence was, as we shall see, 
afterwards confirmed by Mr. Calhoun, 

Proceeding to England the Hawaiian ambassadors were finally srjc- 
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ceBsflil in London in securing, on the 28th of November, 1843, a conven- 
tion between France and Great Britain, engaging them " reciprocally 
to consider the Sandwich Islands as an independent state, and never to 
take possession, either directly or under title of protectorate, or under 
any other form, of any part of the territory of which they are- com- 
posed." (Appendix.) 

This convention did not, however, guarantee the autonomy of the 
islands as against any third power, nor did it contain any expression 
of opinion on that point similar in spirit to Mr. Webster's declaration 
of the preceding December. Its intention seems to have been simply 
reciprocally to bind those twopoirers to do one thing — ^thatis, "to con- 
sider the Sandwich Islands as an independent state" — and to refrain 
firoin doing another thing — that is, '' never to take possession," under 
any pretext, " of any part of the territory of which they are composed." 

In consequence of the recommendation contained in the message ot 
President Tyler, of December 30, 1842, Congress made an appropria- 
tion for the compensation of a diplomatic officer from this Government 
t-o the Sandwich Islands, and on March 3, 1843, Mr. George Brown, of 
Massachusetts, was appointed commissioner. Mf. Brown arrived at 
Honolulu in October following, and, on the 30th of that month, pre- 
sented his credentials, mth an address to tlie King, ia which he asked 
ill behalf of the citizens of the United States favorable and impartial 
treatment, at tlie same time assuring the monarch that this Govern- 
ment had no wish to secure for itself or its citizens any exclusive priv- 
ileges. The- King, answering, said upon this point: 

You may assure your Goveninieat tliat I shall always consider the citizens of tli® 
United Stotes as entitled to equal privileges with those of tlie most favored nation. 
(Appendir.) 

Unfortunately, soon after Mr. Brown's arrival — ^by the latter part of 
the following August — a cause of serious difierence arose between him 
and the King's Government in the case of John Wiley, an American 
citizen, who had been arrested charged with the commission of a crime 
or misdemeanor, and to whom trial by jury had been denied by the 
local governor. 

The treaty with France, above alluded to as secured by Capt. La- 
place at the mouth of his guns, contained a stipulation (Article vi) 
that— 

No Frenchman aeensed of any crime whatever shall be jadj;ed otherwise than hy 
ajnry composed of foreign residents, proposed by the coiisul of Prance and accepted 
by the Government of the Sandwich Islands. 

On the 12th of February, 1844, a convention with Great Britain had been 
entered into by the King's Government which contained (Article m) the 
saraeprovision in identical phrase, ™«(fl(wmMtowel«s, This treatyhad been 
secured very much after the fashion observed by Laplace. Within less 
than one year before its signature the islands had been seized by Great 
Britain and had been adequately advised of the power of England. 
The King's embassy was still absent, and the newly arrived British 
consul-general had commuuicated the fact that he was without discre- 
tion to alter terms. The treaty was itself in still otlier respects, objec- 
tionable to the American commissioner by reason of apparent discrim- 
ination in favor of England and against the United States, and it had 
already been the subject of an earnest protest on his part. And now, 
there being no treaty with the United States, the King's promise made 
in his speech to that commissioner, as he understood it, had been ig- 
nored by advice of the attoroey-genei'al — an^merican citizen — a law- 
yer of New York, of the name of John Bicord, who had been invited to 
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accept tlie office and Lad gone to Hawaii and there become naturalized 
for the purpose. The dispute overtLe treaty and the Wiley case to- 
gether created a situation of] affairs that resulted in a request from the 
King for the recall of Mr. Brown (whose conduct was, however, ap- 
proved by this Governtment) and the appoiatmcut of Mr. Ten Eyck. 
(Appendix.) 

But ill the meantine, on the 6th of July, 1844, the King's commis- 
sioners, having returned to this country from Earope, received a com- 
munication from Mr. Calhoun confirming the "fall recognition on the 
part of the TJnited States of the independence of the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment." They left for Honolulu in November, 

On Match 26, 1846, two general conventions were entered into — one 
by i^ance, the other by Great Britain — identical in terms and equally 
to be substituted for all preexisting agreements made by those Govern- 
ments with the King. These conventions modified the jury clauses 
and Article Vi of the'Laplace treaty, governing the importation of intox- 
icating liquors. Juries were to be composed of native or foreign resi- 
dents proposed by the consul (English or French) and accepted by the 
Hawaiian Government, and duties were allowed within the prohibitory 
limit upon ardent spirits. These conventions do not, however, seem to 
have recognized the complete independence of the King. (Appendix.) 

On the 19th of the following October a treaty with Denmark was 
concluded at Honolulu, containing the favored-nation clause; and this 
compact appears to be the first of its kind conveying unrestricted and 
ample acknowledgment of Hawaiian independence. (Appendix.) 

Mr, Ten Eyck's instructions had included a charge to "negotiate a 
treaty upon the basis of that existing between the Government of the 
islands and Great Britain at the time of his appointment. The unae- 
ceptability of the jury clause in that instrument and the desire of the 
Hawaiian King to secure its modification rendered it unwise to insist 
upon a similar article in any new convention. The authority of Mr, 
Ten Eyck had not been limited to the negotiation of an identical agree- 
ment, and he seems therefore to have persisted unwisely in urging the 
ijiclusion of the objectionable provision. This error was pointed out to 
him by Mr, Buchanan in an instruction of June 18, 1847, bat seem- 
ingly without result. Much correspondence occurred between the 
King's minister and the American commissioner, and several projects 
of treaties were ineSectually submitted by the latter. Pending these 
negotiations the disadvantageous position of the United States, in the 
absence of a treaty, was emphasized by each new agreement success- 
fully negotiated by other governmeflts. Meanwhile the commissioner 
became indiscreetly (with American claimants) involved in serious dif- 
ferences of opinion with the Government of Hawaii, respecting the 
rights of American residents, and his attitude became finally one of 
hostility. There was the repetition of the old story, told so many times 
in such quartets of the globe, personal and eommei'cial difficulties in- 
volving consuls and diplomatic agents aUke, conflicting interests among 
foreigners of two or three nationalities, rival factions, complicated 
quarrels, and, so far as practicable, general disregard of native rights 
by each and all. Mr. Ten Eyck was roundly rated by Mr. Buchanan 
in an interesting dispatch of considerable length and some tartness, 
dated August 28, 1848, from which there will be occasion to make sev- 
eral extracts, Mr. Ten Eyck resigned in September, 1848, and Mr. 
Charles Eames was appointed January 12, 1849. (Appendix.) 

On the 8th of January, 1848, a treaty with Hamburg was concluded 
by the King's ministei' for foreign affairs, and later in the month an 
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agreement touching consular notices under tlie Danish and Hamburg 
treaties was reached. But it was not until October 22, 1849, that a 
treaty with this Government was finally signed at San Francisco by Mr, 
Eames and Mr. Judd. (Appendix.) 

Mr. Barnes, eii route to Honolulu, had met Mr. Judd, the King's com- 
misHioiier, eii route to Washington^ at San Francisco, and there to- 
gether they had agreed upon an instrument of a general character. 
The treaty, in the English and Hawaiian languages, reached the De- 
Ijaitment of State on the 8th of December. Bat, in the meantime, the 
Hawaiian Government had appointed Mr. James Jackson Jarves, then 
in this country, a special commissioner to negotiate a treaty, and he 
met Mr. Clayton, appointed on behalf of the United States, at Wash- 
ington in the name month. They agreed, upon, terms and signed a 
treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, and for extradition of 
criminals, December 20, 1849. Eatiflcations were exchanged at Hono- 
lulu the 24thof August, following, and the treaty was proclaimed — tiie 
first perfected treaty between the two powers — November 9, 1850. 

This convention did not differ inatorially from the treaties negotiated 
by this Government with other nations for similar purposes. The 
treaty is Btill in force except so far as modified by later conventions. 
(Appendix.) 

In 1849 disputes between the French (consul and the native authori- 
ties respecting the convention of 184(i brought about another seizure 
of the islands by the armed forces of France, whicJi became the occasion 
of the dispatoh of very explicit instructions from the American Secre- 
tary of State. After a preliminary diplomatic skirmish between the 
French naval commander, Admiral de Tromelin, and the King's minis- 
tei' for foreign afi'airs, Mr. Wyllie, the admiral formulated his demands 
in an ultimatum, and upon its nonaeeeptance the naval force under 
hia command, on the 25th of August, 1849, took military possession of 
the fort, the Government ofQces, and of the custom-house, and seized 
the King's royal yacht and several other vessels belonging to private 
]>ersons. Official news of this proceeding reached the United States 
December 10, 1849, from Mr. Ten Eyck. (Appendix.) 

The French continued in i)OHse88ion of the fort and public buildings 
until the 4th or 5th of September, dismantled the fort, and destroyed 
considerable public property, but did not haul down the Hawaiian flag. 
Upon the exercise of tliis restraint they depended for the argnment 
that they had not acted in contravention of the agreement with England 
ofl843. (Appendix.) 

Mr. Judd was appointed by the King as commissioner to England, 
France, and the United States, it appears, with pretty full powers to 
mate some adjustment of this last difficulty. It was nimored that he 
was not limited even &om cession of the kingdom either to England or 
the United States. His negotiations with the French minister for for- 
eign aflairs having proved fruitless he reached the United States on 
his way home in the spring of 1850, and in conjunction with Mr. Jarves 
solicited the good offices of this Government in the settlement of the 
dispute with France. They were promptly accorded by the President, 
through the Seci-etaryof State, in a note of June 3, 1850, and instruc- 
tions in conformity therewith were sent to Mr. Eives at Paris. Nego- 
tiations dragged and chances of settlement seemed to recede until on 
the 11th of March, 1851 , Mr. Severance, the commissioner of the United 
States at Honolulu, reported the fact that a deed of cession of the 
kingdom to the United States had been drawn, submitted to him, sealed, 
and delivered to bim on the afternoon of the same day by two of the 
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KmjJ's ministers. This instmment was the conseqnence of the King's 
apprehension excited by the hostile attitude of France, It bore the 
tollon iiig inscription in the Hawaiian language: 

The RntJg leqneste the ccnunibsiojier of tlie Uniled States, in case tlie flag of tlie 
United fatates U ruibed ibove the Hawauan, that he will open tlie inclosed and act 
accordingly. 

TJie tenns of this deed provided that the kingdom should be held 
by the United States until a satisfactory adjustment of the dispute with 
Fi-auee, and, failing that end within a reasonable period, should be 
permanently trattsfened to them, (Appendix.) 

Answering Mr. Severance's series of dispatches on this subject, Mr. 
Webster, on the 14th of July, 1851, said: 

The Navy Dnpartmeut will receive instrnctions to place and to keep the itaval 
armaiiient uf the United Statca in the Fuoitio Ocean in such a state of strengtii and 
preparation as shall be requisite for the preservatioD of the honor and dignity of 
the United States and the safety of the Oovemment of the Hawaiian Islands. 

In a confidential dispatch of the same date Mr. Severance was di- 
rected tn return to the Hawaiian Government the deed of cession 
placed in his hands. (Appendix.) 

The subject of aniiesation was not, however, abandoned in the corres- 
pondenee by reason of Mr. Webster's dispatch. Mr. Marey, writing 
to Mr, Gregg, than United States commissioner there, on the 4th of 
April, 1864, discussed the question fully, and authorized the negotiation 
of a treaty for the purpose, the terms of which he indicated. On the 
11th November following, a draft of a treaty acceptable to -the King 
was received with Mr. Gregg's dispatch No, 52 of September 15, 1854. 
(Appendix.) 

SUpulations were drawn in this treaty for annuities aggregating three 
times the sum offered for that purpose by Mr, Marcy, and for the ad- 
mission of the Kingdom as a State of the Union. These provisioua were 
objected to by this Government, but belbre any conclusion was reached 
the King, Kamehameha III, died, and was succeeded in February, 1855, 
by a prince who held views unfavorable to the project,and so the treaty 
failed. (Appendix.) 

Ill 1855, on the 20th of July, a treaty of reciprocity was con- 
cluded at Washington by Mr, Marcy and Judge Lee, the King's com- 
. missioner; but, although the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs 
appears to have been favorable to it, ratification failed, it is said, by 
reason of the pressure of more important and absorbing questions, 
(Appendix.) 

Correspondence for several years following this incident is chiefly 
concerned with claims, complaints, and matters of routine. In 1863 the 
rank of the diplomatic officer of this Government was raised to that of 
minister resident, and James McBride, of Oregon, was appointed to 
, that office. The conduct of the civil war so far diverted attention from 
Hawaiian aftiiirs that consideration of the snbject of a desired treaty of 
reciprocity was obliged, by Mr. Seward's engagements, to be deferred to 
a more tranquil period, and until the results of English and Southern 
influence there, exerted during the civil war in the United States against 
this Government, should be overcome. There are occasional references 
to annexation. (Appendix.) 

In December, 1866, Qneen Emma, queen dowager of Hawaii, visited 
the United States on her way from England to Honolulu. 

On the Istof February, 1867, Mr. McOook, our minister at Honolulu, 
was instructed that it was the desire to revive the subject of the reci- 
procity treaty of 1855, but lipon terms more liberal to the United 
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Stales. Accordingly, on the 21st of May following, Mr. McCoob, on be- 
half of the United States, and Mr. Hivrris, on the pact of the Hawaiian 
Government, concluded a treaty of reciprocity at San Francisco, which 
received tlie aiiproval of the President, hut failed of ratification by the 
Senate. (Appendix.) 

In a private note of June 7, 1867, Mr. McCook adverted to the sub- 
ject of annexation, and asked leave of absence to visit the United 
States the following November, when the reciprocity treaty might be 
expected to become the subject of consideration in the Senate. Thia 
leave was granted by Mr. Seward, who thus instructed Mr. McOook : 

You are at liberty to sonnd the proper antliority on the large subject Dientioiied 
in yoar note, and ascertain probable conditions. Ton may confidentially receive 
overbnrea and commtiDicatc the same to lat). 

I -will act upon your suggestion in that relation in regard to a party now here. 

Mr, Seward's "large subject" was annexation, and Mr. Seward's 
"party now here" was the Hawaiian minister to this country, Mr. C. C. 
Harris. (Appendix.) * 

It is probable that a conference was held on the subject by Mr. Sew- 
ard and Mr. Harris, but notes of it do not appear. On the 12th of Sep- 
tember, however, Mr. Seward, writing eonHdentially to Mr. McCook, 
said: 

CircumstanceB have transpired here which induce a belief that a strong interest, 
baseilupon a desire for annexation of the Sandwich Islands, will be aetive in oppos- 
ing a ratifiofttion of the reciprocity treaty. It will be argued thai, the reciprocity 
will tend to hinder anddefeat anearlyannexatioQ, to wMoh the people of the Sand- 
wich Islands are supposed to be now strongly inclined. 

He advised the minister to "remain at Honolulu and abandon hia 
earlier plan to visit Washington, and he added — 

ciiirocity, au- 

Dnring the spring and summer of 1867 some apprehension was 
created in tbe mmd of the King by the presence in Hawaiian watera 
of the V. 8. 8, jiaekawamna, Oapt. Eeynolds. This waa based upon 
the fact that the commanding officer had been formerly a resideJit in 
Hawaii and was interfering, or had the purpose to intertere, in politi- 
cal affairs. It is not Impossible that the King's minister for foreign 
affairs, de Varigny, was ready responsible ibr the royal apprehensions. 
The presence of the ship delayed ratification of reciprocity, and it was 
not until after her departure that the King convened the legislature to 
consider tlie subject. 

His MnjeBty stated to me [writes Mr. McCook] that he would like to disotiss its 
[the treaty's] provisious with me, bnt did not deem it eoiMistent with hia dignity, 
etc., to enter into any sneh discussion while the iocAotcoimo remained here; twill 
do His Majesty the justice to say that I do not believe this idea was an original one, 
bnt was suggested to, and forced upon him by his ministers, they hoping that the 
Laekavtaima oonid not, or would not leave, and that this mightprove an insuperable 
obstacle to the ratification of the treaty. (Appendix.) 

The treaty was ratified July 30, 1867, Our own Senate had received 
the treaty early the same month ; it was reported in February, 1868, 
but was not finally acted upon until June 1st, 1870, when it was re- 
jected, (Appendix.) 

Very soon after his ratification of the reciprocity treaty the King sent 
a commissioner to Japan to negotiate a commercial treaty. This project 
the American minister at Honolulu earnestly antagonized, upon the 
ground that such a treaty would deflect trade from the United States 
and encourage English competition. (Appendix.) 
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A second time inviting the attention of the Senate to onr own com- 
paet with Hawaii, President Johnson said, December 9, 1868: 

It is known aud felt by the Hawaiian Goyernment and people that their Govem- 
' mont and institutioua are fe«ble and pi'ecarious;_ that the United States, being so 
near a neighbor, would be unwilling to see the islands pass under foreign control. 
Their prosperity is continually disturbed by expectations and alarnis of «nfi:iendly 
political proceedings, as well from the United States as from, other foreign powers. 
A Tecn>rocity treaty, while it could not materially diminish, the revenues of the 
. United States, would be a guaranty of the goodwill and tbrbearance of all nations 
until the pi^ople of the islands shall of themselves, at no distant day, valnntarily 
apply for admissiun into the Union. (Appendix.) 

During the last mentioned year the subject of annexation continued 
to appear as an important feature of the correspondence from time to 
time, and on April 14 a letter to Mr, E, P. Spanlding, a member of 
Congress, from his son, Mr. Z. S. Spanlding, in charge of the United 
St-ates legation, reported the projected organization of an active an- 
nexation party iu Honolulu, and the prevalence of such a sentiment in 
the Kingdom, 3|r. Seward was again obliged to defer immediate con- 
sideration of the subject by reason of the administration's absorption 
in domestic affairs relating to reeonetruetion. (Appendix.) 

In 1868 a remonstrance was made by the United Spates ,represenfe%- 
tire at Honolulu on the subject of the importation of coolies into the 
islands, and a resolution of the Senate of the United States, describing 
the traffic in huinan beings, already substantially extirpated, as ab- 
horrent to the spirit of modern international law and policy, and to the 
advanced sentiKient of the great civilized powers, was brought t-o the 
attention of the Hawaiian Governinent. This intervention, however, 
was not effectual to stop. or even moderate the business iu the face of 
British and other influences, and the trade continued a threatenmg 
danger to the Singdom. (Appendix.) 

Ill February, 1871, Mr. Pierce, our minister at Honolulu, wrote rec- 
ommending the subject of annexation to the attention of the President, 
and President Grant transmitted this most inter^ting dispatch to the 
Senate, confidentially, with a message soliciting the views of that body 
upon the matter. This message and dispatch are of so much interest 
and importance that it is deemed best to present the executive docu- 
ment in toto in this place. 

. [Confldenftal. EieeuUreB. Forty-aeoond Congcess firat session.] 



To Oie Senate of the United Statu: 

I transmit conttdentially, for the information and consideration of the Senate, a 
copy of a dispatch of the 35th of February last, relative to the anuesation of liie 
Hawaiian Islands, addressed t-o the Department of State by Henry A. Pierce, min- 
ister resident of the United States at Honolulu. Although I do not deem it advisa- 
ble to express any opinion or to make any recommendation in regard to the subject 
at this junctnre, the views of tlie Senate, if it should he deemed proper to express 
them, would be very acceptable with reference to any future coui^e which there 
might he a disposition to adopt. 

U. S. GnAXT. 

Wasujsgtok, ApnlS,lS71. 
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Mr. Pieroe to Mr. Fish. 

No. 101,] Legation of United States at Hawaiian laianrlB, Honolulu, February 35, 
1871. 

Mr. Heiiry A. Pierce to Secretary of State. 

Subject: Aonexfttion of the Hawaiian Islands to the territory of the United States. 

Alistract: United States 6ovemment recommended to again consider the Enhject — 
Prevailing opinion thereon— The choice and will of Hawaiian people will be 
manifested on the death of their Jcing, if approved of by the United States 
Government— Puritan and democratic tendencies of the Hawaiiams — Fifteenth 
amendment. Constitution of the United States— Native population rapidly dis- 
appearing — Leaving their country to forei^ieris — Reasons given for tne acqui- 
sition of these islands by United States— -Lord Palmerston's opinions on the 
question — Sound and prophetic historical incidents in Hawaiian history. 

No. 101.] Lf.gation of tub United States of America, 

Honoltilti, Febrnai-y £5, 1S71, 
Sm: Impressed with the importance of the sahject now presented for considera- 
tion, 1 beg leave to suggest the inquiry whether the period has not arrived, making 
it proper, wise, and aagaciouB for the United States Government to again consider 
the project of annesing the Hawaiian Islands to the territory of the republic. 
That such is to be the political destiny of this archipelago seems a foregone concln- 
eion in the opinion of all who have given attention to the sahject in this country, 
the United States, England, France, and Germany, 

A minority of t!ie aborigines, Creoles, and naturalized foreigners of this country, 
as I am credibly informed, are favorable, oven anxious for the conaummation of tbo 
■e named, 
jent of the decease of the present sovereign of Hawaii, leaving no heirs or 

jr to the throne, and the consequent election to he made by the legislative 

assembly of a, king, and new stirps for a royal family, will produce a crisis in polit- 
ical aifiiiis, which, it is thought wUl ho availed of as a propitious occasion to in- 
augurate measures for annexation of the islands to the United States, the same to 
be effected as the manifest will and choice of the majority of the Hawaiian people; 
and through means proper, peaceful, and honorable. 

It is evident, however, no steps will be taken to accomplish the object named 
■without the proper sanction or approbation of the United States Guvernment in ap- 
proval thereof. 

The Hawaiian people for fifty years have been under 'educational instruction of 
American missionaries, and the civiliaing iiifluences of New England people, com- 
mercial and maritime. Hence they are Puritan and democratic iu their ideas and 
tendencies, moditlod by a tropioal climate. Their favorite songs and airs are Ameri- 
can. Sherman's "Marching Through Georgia" and "John Brown's Sonl is March- 
ing On," are daily heard in the streets and in their schoolrooms. The Fifteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United Stateshasmade thejjrojeot of annesa- 
tion to our Union more popular than ever, both here and in the United States. 

Tlie native population is fast disappearing; the number existing is now estimated 
at 15,000, having decreased about 15,000 since the census of 1866. I'he number of 
foreigners in addition is between 5,000 and 6,000, two-thirds of whom are from the 
United Stafea, and they own more than that proportion of foreign capital, as repre- 
sented in the agriculture, commerce, navigation, and whale fisheries of tlie kingdom. 

This country and sovereignty will soon be left to the possession of foreigners, "to 
nnllnea! hands, no sons of theirs sueceeding." To what foreign nation shall these 
islands belong if not to the great Eepublicf At the prese»it those of foreign nativi- 
ties hold ftU the important offices of Government and control legislation, the judi- 
ciary, etc. Well disposed as the Governnient now is toward the United States and 
its resident citizens here. In course of time it may be otherwise, as was the case dur- 
ing our civil war, 

Inowproceed to state some points of a more general character, which shonldin- 
finence the Unit«d States Government in their deoiaion of the policy of acquiring 
possession of this archipelago, their geographical position occupying, as it does, 
animportant central, Htrategical point, in the North Pacitic Ocean, valuable, perhaps 
necessary, to the United States for a naval depot and coaling station, and to shelter 
and protect our commerce and navigation, which In this beniisphere is destined to 
increase enormously ftom our Intercourse with the 500,000,000 population of China, 
Japan, and Australia. Humbolt predicted that the oommoree on the Pacific would, 
in time, rivnl that on the Atlantic. A future generation, no doubt, will see the 
prophecy fulfilled. 

The immense injury inflicted on American navigation and commerce by Great 
Britain in the war of 1813-18H, through her possessions of Bermuda and other West 
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India Islands, as also tbat suffered by the EngliBli ftom French privateers from the 
Isle of France, during the -wara between tliOHe natious, are instancea in proof of the . 
necessity of anticipating arid preventing, ■when we can, similar evila that may issne 
from these islands if held by other powers. Their proximity to the Pacific States of 
the Union, fine climate and aoil, and tropical productions of anga^, coffee, rice, fruits, 
hides, goat-skins, salt, cotton, fine wool, etc., required by the West, in, exchange for 
flour, grain, hiraher, shooks, and maunfacturee of cotton, wool, iron, and other arti- 
cles, are evidence of the commercial yalne of one to the other region. 

Is it probable that any European powei- who may hereafter be at war with the 
United States will refrain from taking possession of this weak Kingdom, ta view of 
tha.great injury that could be done to our eoramerce through their aoqniaition of 
theuif 

It is said that at a proper time the United States may have the sovereignty of these 
islands without money and without price, except, perhaps for purchase of the Crown 
and public lands, and moderate anmiities to be given to the five or sis high chiefs 
now living with uncertain claims as successors to tlte Crown. 

His Hawaiian M^esty, although, only in his forty-first year, is liable to a sudden 
decease, owing to frequent attacks of difficulty in breaihing nnd danger of suffocation 
from congestion caused by obesity. His weight is 300 pounds. He is sole survivor 
of the royal race of Kaoiehameha; immarried, no heir, natural or adopteil; possesaess 
the constitutional prerogative ofnaminghis successor, but it is believed he will not 
exercise it, from a superstitious helief his own death would follow immediately the 

PrinceAlesanderandLottKamehameha(theformersabsequently became the fourth 
Hawaiian King and the latter the fifth) iuid Dr. G. P. Judd, my informant, visited 
England in I80O as Hawaiian commissioners. 

Lord Palmerston, at theirinterview with him, saidj in substance, "that the British 
Glovernment desired the Hawaiian people to maintain proper government and pre- 
serve national independence. If they were unable to do so, he recommended FceeiT- 
ing a protectorate government under tile United States or by becoii;iing an integral 
ps^ of that nation. Such, "he thought, "wasthedestiuyoftheHawaiianlSlandsaris- 
ingfrom'their proximity to the States of California and Oregon, and natural depend- 
ence on those markets for exports and ioijiorts, together with probable extinction of 
the Hawaiian aboriginal population and its substitution by immigration from fite 
United States." That advice seems sound and prophetic. 

The following historical events in relation to these islands are thought worthy of 
revival in reoollection: 

February ks, 1843. — Lord George Paulet, of Her Britannic Majesty's ship Caryifort, 
obtained, by forceful measures, cession of the Hawaiian Islands to the (jlovemment 
of Great Britain^ July 31, 1843, , They were restored to their original sovereignty by 
the British Admiral Thomas. 

Noveniber Z3, 1S4S. — Joint convention of the English and French Governments, 
which acknowledged the independence of this archipelago, and reciprocaliy prom- 
ised nover to take possession of any pjfft of same. The United States Government 
was invited to be a party to the above, but declined. 

August, 1S49. — Adjniral Troraelin, wiOi a French naval force, ai%er making demands 
on the Hawaiin Go vemmeut impossible to be complied with, took unresisted possea- 
sion of the fort Etnd Government buildings in Honolulu, and blockaded the liarhor. 
After a few weeks' occupation of the place, the French departed, leaving political 
affairs as they were previous to their arrival. 

JanuaTji, 13SI.—k French naval force again appeared at Honolulu, and threatened 
bombardment ajid destmction of the town. 

The King^ Kamehameha 111, with the government,fearingit would be carriedinto 
effect, and m mortal dread of being brought under Frenchrule, similar to that placed 
'--^'■- latter over Tahiti, of the Society Islands, exeont«da deedof cession of all the 
ian Islands and their sovereignty forever in favor of the United States of 
America. 

The document, in a sealed envelope, was placed in eha^eof Mr. Severance, United 
Sta1>es commissioner here, with instructions to take formal ol&cial possession of tliA 
soilof these islands on occasion of the first hostile shut fired by the French. 



X 



learning the facts, the latter desisted further aggressive acts, and departed f^om the 
country. 

Since that period the French antborities have pursued a conciliatory course in 
their relations with the Hawaiian Government, ana fully of opinion, it is said, that 
a secret treaty exists between the United States Government and that of Hawaii, by 
which these islandspass into the possession of the former in case of (Agressions made 
upon them thereafter by any hostile powers. 

In 1854 the administration of President Pierce authorized the United States com- 
missioner, Mr, Greg^, to negotiate a treaty with the Hawaiian authorities for the 
cession of the sovereignty of these islands to the United States; bntMr. Gre^'gsnc- 
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ceeflerl only in obtaining n, protocol for si treaty, by wliicli the TJDited States were 
to extend a. protBCtorate goveiiimont ovei' thum.' Tlie matter in tliat form did not 
meet with ths approval ot Mr. Secretary Mfirny, and farther oegotiationB ceaeeil. 

I omitted to state in proper sefjiienoe tlint tlie deed of cession of 1^1 was, lij or- 
der of the Secretary of Stato, Mr. Wehster, retomcd to the Hawaiian Govermnent. 

In eonclnsion, I terewith inclose "Annnal Rerie-w of the Agriculture and Com- 
merce of the Hawaiiiin Islands for the yBur 1870," published hy Hie Paciiio Commei- 
oial AdvertiBer, Febrnary 35, 1871. Additioual copies will accompany my dispatch 
No, 103. Permit me to refer you to a lithoipcaphlo map, pnbliahed m 1867 by United. 
States Bureau of Statistics, as showing in convenient form the relative position of 
these islands to the continents of Aniiirica, Asia, etc. ; also, steamaliiii liuea radiat- 
ing therefroTU. 

With great respect, your obedient, huioble servant, 

Hesky a. Pieece. 

Hon. Hamilton Pish, 

Seoreianj of State, WaMngion, I>. C. 

The failure from time to time to solve their difhciiltiea by annexation 
served to continue a lively consideratiou of the subject of reciprocity 
as the second best solution; but the growing interests of the sugar 
States during nearly all of the first decade after the civil war were of 
sufHeient influence to obstruct successfully any favorable consideration 
of such a treaty by this Government. The situation was frankly stated" 
by Mr, Pish in an instruction of considerable length and importance on 
the 35th of March, 1873, in which, torning from reciprocity to annexa- 
tion, always a question " full of interest," he said : 

The position of the Saodwicli Islands as an outpost ftonting and commanding the 
whole of oar possessions on the Paciiio Ocean, gives to the future of those islands a 
peculiar interest to the Governnjout and people of the United States. It is very 
clear that tJiis Government can not be cxi»ected to assent to their transfer firom ijieir 

S resent control to that of any powerful maritime or commercial nation. Such trans- 
sr to a maritime power would threaten a military surveillance in the Pacific simi- 
lar to that which Bermuda has afforded in the Atlantic— the latter has been sub- 
mitted to from necessity, inasmuch as it was congenital with onr Government— bnt 
we desire no additional similar outposts in the hands of those who may at some 
future time use tbeni to our disadvantage. 

The condition of the Government of Hawaii and ite erident toudency to decay 
and dissolution force upon ns the earnest consideration of its future— possibly its 
near future. 

There seems to be a strong desire on the part of many persons in the islands, rep- 
resenting large iaterests and great wealth, to become annexed to the United States. 
And while there are, as I have already said, many and influential persons in this 
counti^ who iiueetion the policy of any insular acquisitions, perhaps even of any 
extension of territorial limits, there are also those of influence and of wise foresight 
who see a fiitiire that must extend the jurisdiction and the limits of this nation, and 
that will reijuire a resting spot in the midooean, between the Pacific coast and the 
vast domains of Asia, which are now opening to oommerce and Christian civilization. 

We are nut in poswssion of information sufGoiently accurate, and possibly not 
snIBciently extended, with respect to the population, trade, industry, resourcea, and 
debt, etc., of the Hawaiian Islands to decide the policy which must soon be con- 
sidered with respect to the relations they arc to maintain toward this Government. 

You wiU, therefore, at the earliest date practicable, fumislimowithfull and accu- 
rate information upon the severiil questions above alliuledto, aud also as to the rel- 
ative condition of the islands at this time, with respect toeaoh question as compared 
with former periods. 

If there be official documents or reports as to trade, population, debt, etc., you 
will obtain and transmit them. 

Should occasion offer, you will, without committiug the Government to any line of 

Solioy, not discourage the feeling wMch may exist in favor of annexation to the 
nited States; and you will cautiously and prudently avail of any opportnnity that 
may present of ascertaining the views of the Hawaiian authorities on tills question, 
and if there be anyideaentertainedia that direction among those in official position, 
you will endeai'or to sound them and ascertain their views as to the manner, and 
the terms and conditions on which such project could be oai'ried into esecutiou. 

On the 3d of Pebi-uary, 1874, the King, Lunalilo. died without having 
named his successor, and the legislative assembly, called together by 
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the cabinet, proceeded to the election of a mooarch. The excitement 
incident to this event, the threats of violence by the contending fac- 
tions of the populace, and the danger of revohition or anarchy requited 
theUntervention of tlie naval forces of foreign powers in Hawaiian 
waters, the militia being unreliable in the circumetaneea. The British 
commissioner had invited the American minister, to join him in effecting 
measures to preserve order, hut this invitation was very properly de- 
clined by Mr, Pierce. On the 13th, in consequence of an assault by a 
mob of Queen Emma's adherents on the legislative committee attempt- 
ing to announce tn David Kalakaua his election to the throne, and an 
attack upon the G-overnment buildings, the Hawaiian minister for for- 
eign aft'airs appealed to Mr. Pierce to secure the landing of a sufficient 
force from the United States ships Tuscarora and Portsmouth to defend 
the authorities and suppress the rioters. The force was landed, at the 
request of the American representative, and placed in charge of the 
conrt-house. 

Shortly after — ^within a few minutes — a force of sailors and marines 
from H. B. M. S. Tenidos went ashore under command of the execu- 
tive ofBeer of the vessel and the captain of the marines, without invita- 
tion from the Hawaiian authorities or orders ii'om the commanding 
officers of their ship. They proceeded to disperse the lawless crowd 
about the residence of Queen Bnima — the rival of Kalakauafor the 
throne — and thence marched to occupy the barracks, where they 
remained for eight days. This incident was afterwards accommodated 
by an antedated note, formally requesting their intervention. On the 
2yth these naval forces retui^ned on board their respective vessels. 
(Appendix.) 

In the autumn of 1874 King Kalakana visited the United States on 
the U. 8, 8. Smieia, and, remaining several weeks, was during that 
time shown many friendly attentions by this Government. The U. 8. 
8, Pettsaoola was placed at his disposal for the homeward voyage. One 
of the principal objects of this visit was tlie desire of the King to pro- 
mote negotiations of reciprocity with the United States. It is itote- 
worthy that this visit of the King was opposed by the English and 
Fi-ench commissioners, as reported by Mr. Pierce October 12, 1874, 
(Appendix.) 

The King before leaving Hawaii had appointed Mr. Allen and Mr. 
Oarter commissioners to negotiate a reciprocity agreement, and, greatly 
to the delight of his people, the treaty was signed at Washington Jan- 
uary 30, 1875. It contained a schedule which, to be made effective, re- 
quired an act of Congress in ratificatioa of the cust^)ms dues fixed there- 
by, and a proclamation of the fact. The treaty went into effect by this 
proclamation September 9, 1876. (Appendix.) 

Some difficulty was encountered with Great Britain by reason of the 
" parity " or " favored nation " clause in the treaty of 1853 between that 
power and Hawaii ; and Germany was also at first disposed to take a 
■ view similar to the English in that respect. But the German claim 
was successfully contested by Mr. Carter, appointed to arrange the 
matter with those two Governments, and the construction given that 
clause by the United States agreed to substantially. Much correspon- 
dence followed the expression of England's views on the subject, and a 
compromise was proposed fixing a duty of 10 per centum oil British 
importations of the articles in the free schedule of onr treaty. This 
proposition was not accepted by Mr. Oarter, and was withdrawn; but 
in the discussion of the matter in the Hawaiian Legislature a majority 
■sf the committee on foreign relations reported not only in its favor, but 
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in favot of the original claim of the British G-overnmoiit to the eajoy- 
ment of privileges equal to tliose granted the United, States. The con- 
troversy led to a change of ministry, and finally to an admission hy Hie 
King's minister of the claim of thia Government to exclusive privileges, 
and a pledge to hold the treaty, ao interpreted, inviolate. This episode 
involved an " annexation scare" as against the United States, touch- 
ing which Mr. Hvarts thus instructed our minister, Mr. Comlv, August 
6,1878: ' ^' ^ 

You will endeavor to disabuse the minils of those who impute to the United States 
any idea of iurtner projects beyond the preaent treaty. (Appendix.) 

T'rom time to time during the ensuing three years questions of inter- 
pretation of articles on the schedule and of the customs provisions of 
the treaty, and some involving attempted or apprehended frauds arose, 
several of tliem complicated by claims of Great Britain under the stipu- 
lations of the Anglo-Hawaiian treaty of 1852, and by the influence of 
British residents. AU these questions were, however, satisfectorily 
determined without resort to any other mode of arrangement than the 
usual diplomatic method, by notes. A domestic scandal, involving al- 
most the entire Government, followed, resultiug in rapid changes of 
ministers and a hasty request for the recall of foreign representatives, 
including Mr. Comly. Tbis request was, however, itself recalled 
promptly after the last change of cabinet on account of this particular 
crisis, and a more agreeable state of afliairs brought about. The details 
of these incidents are,^ however, hardly worthy of any notice, as they 
serve chiefly to establish the disreputable character of certain of the 
King's advisers at the time, to verify charges of general con-uption in 
the legislature, and point to influences at work against an extension of 
our reciprocity treaty.* 

The same year the good ofBces of this Grovernment were solicited by 
the Hawaiian Evangelical Association, in the suppression of tlie liquor 
traffic, by the enforcement of Chief Lebon's ordiuauce in the Ealik Is- 
lands. Mr. Evartej on November 13, 1880, instructed Mr. Comly, and 
Mr. Dawson, the United States consul at Apia, also, to make efforts to 
secure some suitable person to act as consular agent of this Govern- 
ment iu the Ealiks. (Appendix.) 

The good ofBces of this Government were enlisted also in the nego- 
tiation of a treaty between Hawaii and Japan, and its approval of such 
a convention sought by the king's minister for foreign affairs. 

In June, 1881, Mr. Comly reported the persistent eftbrt of Great 
Britain to derive benefit or advantage from the parity clause of the 
Anglo-Hawaiian treaty of 1853, through the reciprocity treaty with the 
United States, by way of pushing claims based upon that clause pend- 
ing its tenmnation by notification. He wrote: 

I do not propose to trouble the Secretary of State with a rcjietitioii of mv argiinieuts 
intended to show the iuadmissible cliarauter of this claim, and show iiig 'iilso that in. 
1855, when a reciprocal tveaty with the United States was pending, the then Uritiah 
Commiaaiouer here (Geit. iDller), acting under direct instruotion« from Lord 
Clarendonj literally "gaveawa>'" the whole case aa to this present claim. He anys; 
"Great Britain cannot, as a matter of right, claim tlie same advantages for her tra'de, 
nuderthcati-ietlettcr of the treaty of 1852," (Qnoted more at lougth and in liis own 
words in my dispatch No. 13.) 

For the convenience of the Secretary of State I present a hiief itinerary of the 
progress of this olaini up to date, as I understand it : 

1. Immediiitely after tie reciprocity treaty went into cRect, Ma,). "Wodchouse, the 
British Corauiissioner, pcreniiitcirLly notilioil the Hawaiian Govcrnnient that "Her 
Maj^ty's Govcruiueiit can not allow of" any disctiiuination against British products 
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as in fevoc of American, and that British importers would elnim imder their treaty, 
for Britiah products, equality with, American products, nnder the American reciproc- 
ity treaty. A Ions diploma^c correspondeuce followed, in wliich I was fteqnently 
conealted in a friendly way by the Hawaiian minister, and waa notified &om time 
to time by Me^j. Wodehouse of his proceedings. I have nnifoimly insisted that it 
would be a violation of the reciprocity treaty to allow the same privileges to British 
or any other prodnots with those of the United States — privileges purchased hy 
reciprocity advantages beyond the power of any other nation to concede. I have 
abo insisted that it would ainonnt to a violation of the sovereignty of this Kingdom 
for Great Britain to assume to dictate to the Hawaiiautiovemment what dilFetootial 
rate of oustoms shpnld Le levied upon British goods as comjiared with those of other 
Qountries, taxation being an incident of sovereignty. 

' ' 2. Finding that the ^itiab Gov.eiuxaent Insisted upon its claim, the Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment gave one year's notice (under tlie seventeenth article), terminating the 
fonrth-fiffih-andsixtharticlesof the Auglo-Hawaiian treaty of 1851-'52. (This would 
take effect July 3, 1878.) 

3. This was resented by the British Government as "unfriendly " action. 

4. Mi. Henry A. P. Carter was sent as Hawaiian envoy to England to settle the 
dispute. Mi^or Wodehouse, alarmed by threats of annexation to the United States 
lather than submit to the demands of Great Britilin, accompauied Mr. Carter to Sau 
Francisco, where he applied for and received telegraphic leave from Lord Derby to 
proceed to England with Mr. Carter. 

5. In London Lord Derby proposed to Mr. Carter that England would drop the 
whole matter if the Hawaiian Government would withdraw ife denuuciation of the 
fourth, tifth, and sixth articles, and would attach the free schednle of the American 
treaty to an agreement that none of the articles in that schedule should be taxed 
moretiiau lOpeteent if British product rejected. (My dispatch No. 43 is fiillonthis 
and subsequent points.) 

6. The notice of disoontinuance was withdrawn as to ail but first paragraph of 
fourth article. 

7. In legislative assembly of 1878, a large and noisy party of Britiahsympathizers 
attacked the Government severely and threatened the reciprocity treaty so seriously 
that I wrote a note of warning and protest to the minister of foreign affairs (appears 
as inolosnre Nfl. 4 with my dispatch No. 43) which was sabsequently approved 
by Mr. Evarts Secretary of State. ' 

8. The Hawaiian treaty was amended substantially as suggested by Lord Derby 
(lii per cent ad yaloreni boriaontal). It was supposed that this would end the mat- 
ter of the British Claims, but 

9. About the beginning of the present year, Mr. Theo. H. Davies, acting British 
consul-general, a meruliaut doing large business here and one of the claimants, 
wrote (unafficially) to the minister of linance on behalf of the claimants,, demand- 
ing a refund of duties paid under protest pending the termination of the first clause 
in the fourth article of the British treaty. 

10. The minister of finance referred the claimants to the Hawaiian courts. 

11. The British commissioner then made official demand for diplomatic (executive) 
settlement. 

12. The Hawaiian mininistei informed Major Wodehonse that he would lay the 
matter before cabinet counoU. 

The minister of foreign affairs informed Major WodeJiouse that the action of the 
minister of finance was sustained by cabinet council, and that the claimants were 
remanded to the courts accordingly. 

14. Major Wodehouse replied mat he could not accept that form andwonld report 
to his Government for further instructions. 

15. The Hawaiian minister wrote a brief note, simply acknowledging. Major Wode- 
houae^B note without comment. 

16. Major Wodehouse wrote a severe reply, complaining that the Hawaiian min- 
ister had omitted to say that he would give doe consideration to Major Wodehonse's 
note, or words to that effect. 

17. I am informed bj a member of the cabinet that the minister (Mr. Green) will 
make a brief and dignified prote^tt against the tone of Major Wodehouse's note, and 
■will say (substantially) that, Major \V. having been already fully notified that the 
matter had been considered by His Majesty's Government and the claimants referred ■ 
to the courts, and he himself having notified the Hawaiian Government that he bad 
referred the matter to the British secretary, then, in that caae, there was nothing 
further to consider at present, and Major Wodehouse's complaint was without 
foundation. 

Here the matter rests. 

This dispateli drew from Mr. Blaine, June 30, 1881, an explicit in- 
Btructioii setting forth the views of this Government as to the impossi- 
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bUity of a grant by the Hawaiian Government of any of the privilegeis 
exclusively given the United States by the treaty of 1875 without a 
violation of that treaty. He said : 

You will add that, if any other power should deeiu it proper to employ nndue in- 
flueiioe upon the HawaiiauGovommeiit to persuade or compelaotinaiudero^ation of 
this treaty, the Government of the United Stateswillnotbennohservant of iteriehts 
and intereets and will be neither nnwllling nor unprepared to snpport the Hawaiian 
Governmont in the fiiithful discharge of ila treaty obligations. (Appendix.) 

The revival of the subject of coolie immigration from British India 
and an expression of the views of the British commissioner at Houo- 
lulu respecting the means by which such immigration should be pix)- 
moted and such immigi'ants protected and controlled, together with a 
resuscitation, byMajorWodehouae, of the Lackawannaincident, and the 
adhesive character of the British claims arising irom the reciprocity 
treaty, were together the moving cause of considerable correspondence 
designed to instruct the United States minister very fully respecting th« 
established and continued policy of this G-overnment. On December 
1,1881, Mr. Blaine said: 

It [this Government] firroly believes that the position of the Hawaiian Islands as 
the key to the dominion of the American Pacific demanda their benevolent neutrality, 
to wluch end it will earnestly coCperate with the native Government. And if, 
through oiiy cause, the malntenauoe of such a position of benevolent nentraJity 
ehoold be finmd by Hawaii to be impracticable, this Government would then nnhesi- 
tatingly meet the altered situation by seeking an avowedly American solution for 
the grave issues presented. (Appendix.) 

In 1883 the Government of the United States was invited to concur 
in a protest by the Hawaiian Government against the extension of their 
respective territories by Great Britain and France in Polynesia, by an- 
nexation of the New Hebrides, the Solomon Islands, and adjacent 
groups, Mr, Prelinghuysen on December 6, 1883, declined to concur, 
because, as he wrote, " while we could not * • * view with com- 
placency any movement tending to the extinction of the national life of 
the iutimatdy connected commonwealtlis of the Northern Pacific, the 
attitude of this Government towards the distant outlying groups of 
Polynesia is necessarily different;" and he added that the President 
"does not regard the matter as one calhng for the interposition of the 
United States, either to oppose or support the suggested measnre." 
(Appendix.) 

In the same year the reciprocity treaty between the United States 
and Hawaii reached the limit of its duration, subject to twelve months' 
notice from either power to the other of its desire to terminate the com- 
pact. Negotiations looking to theextensiou of this agreement were set 
on foot by the Hawaiian Government and the project was discussed in 
Congress and in the diplomatic coiTCspondence with the ultimate result 
of a convention of renewal, etc., concluded December 0, 1884, at Wash- 
ington, in three articles, of which Article i renewed the treaty for a 
l)eriod of seven years and Artii^les ii and iii provided, respectively: 

Artici,i: II. 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands grants to the Governmentoftke United 
States the exolusive right to enter the harbor of Pearl Hiver, in the Island of Oaiiii, 
and to eatabliah and maintaiu there a coaliug and impair station for the use of vessels 
of the United States, and to that end the United States may improve tlie eutrauuo 
to said harbor and do nil other things needful to the pnrpose aforesaid. 

Atctici.ii III. 

lud the ratiiieatioiiB exchanged at Wash- 
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The convention was not liowever ratified and proclaimed until No- 
vember, 1887, owing t« considerable opposition bo the extension of the 
original compact by the sugar interests of this cbunti-y and further dis- 
cussion of the subject ia Oongrese. The extension of the treaty and 
the Pearl Eiver Harbor cession were also opposed by Great Britain 
as the general policy of that Government. (Appendix.) 

In May, X873, Gen. Sehofleld, under confidential instructions from 
the Secretary of War, made a fuU report upon the value of Pearl Eiver 
Harbor as a coaling and repair station, recommending its acijuisition, 
and later he appealed before a committee of the House of Bepresenta- 
tives to urge the importance of some measure looking to the control of 
the Saudwich Islands by the United States. (Appendix.) 

The question of connecting the islands by cable with Australia and 
the United States was presented to this Government by our minister 
in August, X884, by bis report of proposals of the Australasian Cable 
Syndicate in relation to the laying of an ocean cable from Brisbane to 
San Francisco, via Honolulu, This syndicate secured the introduction 
and passage of an act by the Hawaiian legislature providing a subsidy 
of not more than $20,000 for a period limited to fifteen years. Owing 
to the failure to secure landing privileges at San Francisco before 188ti 
this act was then amended so as to provide for the landing of the cable 
at any other port or pla<;e on the North American continent, presum- 
ably in the interest of the Canadian Pacific Railway Company's tele- 
graphic system. Wliilethesentimentin the islands favored a terminus 
in the United States, the project of Mr. Coote, a British subject, was a 
terminus in British Columbia, Further legislation on the subject drew 
from the British commissioner a protest against the granting of exclu- 
sive privileges to any persons for the landing of a cable from any 
British territory on any of the Hawaiian Islands and the assertion on 
the part of the Kin g's Government of their right to control the matter as 
they believed best. In 189l-'92 a cable survey was made by the U. S. 
S. Albatross, of the Fish Commission, and lines of sounding were run 
from the Oalifijrnian coast, Salinas Landiitg, Monterey Bay, to Honolulu. 

In 1886 a hill was passed by the legislature and approved by the 
King to negotiate a loan of $2,000,000 and pledge the revenues of the 
Kingdom for its repayment. An English syndicate liad the matter in 
charge. Its objects were the liquidation of certain outstanding bonds 
and the prosecution of domestic improvements. The loan under such 
conditions was successftUly opposed by this Govei-nment under the 
exclusive privileges granted the United States by the reciprocity treaty. 
(Appendix.) 

Early in 1887 the subject of a proposed treaty of political alliance or 
confederal ion between the Hawaiian and Samoan Kings was brought 
to the attention of this Government with a view to it« advice and its 
approval of the pmjeet; but Mr. Baywd pointed out the inexpediency 
of such a compact and withheld approval. (Appendix.) 

On the 23d of December, 1887, the minister of Great Britain at 
Washington handed the following memorandum to Mr. Bayard: 

Washington, December SS, 1SS7. 

England ftnd France by the convention of November 28, 1843, are bound to con- 
sxAtt tlie Sandvricli Islanilfl iie an iiKliiiieiident state and never to take posseBBion, 
either directly or under tbe title of ti protectorate or any other form, of any jiiirt of 
the territory of whieL tiiey are eomposetl. 

The best way to secure this objeot would, in the opinion of Her Majesty's (lorem- 
ment, be that the powers ehieliy interest'Sil in the trade of the Paeilic should join in 
utaliing a formiil declaration sunilar to that of 1843 above alluded to, and that the 
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United States Govern inBiit ahould, with EuBland and Germany, guarantee tte neu- 
trality and equal aecessibility of the islands and their harbors to the sliipB of all 
nations without preference. 

To tliis eomimmicatioii Mr. Bayard replied: 

PjiRHOSAi,.] Department op Statr, 

Washington, FeWaary IS, ISSS. 

Deau Sik JjIONBL; After reading the nieniorandum of Lord Satiehury in relation 
to the Sandwich Islands, it does not occur to me that I can add anything to what I 
slated to yon orally in our interview on the 23d of December last, when you first 
sent it to me. 

I was glad to find that you quite understood and liad conveyed to your Qovem- 
ment the on^y significance and meaning of the Poarl Harbor concession by the 
Bawaiian Goveruraeut, aa provided in tlie late treaty of that Government with the 
United States, and that it contained nothing to impair the political sovereignty of 
Hawaii. 

The existing treaties of the United States and Hawaii create, as you are aware, 
g)eciidand important reciprocities, to which the present material prosperity of 



nay be said to owe its existence, and by ( 
oftheH— -" - " 



any part of the Hawaiian territory 
the United States is inhibited. 

In view of such existing arrangementa it does not seem needful for the United 
States to join with other govenunents in their guaranties to secure the neutraJi^ of 
Haw.Mian territory, nor to provide for that equal accessibility of all nations to those 
forts which now exists. 
I am, etc., 

T. F, Batard. 

The direct and immediate motive of Great Britain in tlds correspond- 
ence is not evident; bat it i8 obviously to be discovered in certain closely 
aiiterior events, suffi(uently well known at the time. But a little while 
befoifl an understanding had been reached between England and Ger- 
many relative to a division of a great area of the Pacific Ocean; the 
attitude then lately assumed by this Government respectiJig Samoan 
aft'airs had perhaps been the cause of some surprise and, it may be, a 
little apprehension in this direction on the part of Her Majesty's Gov- 
enimentj and the frankness with which we shall see the British consul- 
general m Hawaii cautioning the King's Governme]it against any ex- 
clusive concession of a naval station to any foreign power is no less 
useful a key to the action of Sir Lionel West. The causes, then, of 
this step were complicated; jealousy of the United States led to the 
inclusion of this G-overnmeut in a project for an agreement prompted 
by jealousy of Germany, and France was relegated to the convention 
of 1843 by force of more pressing circumstances. 

While Mr. Bayard, in February, 1888, was writing his answer to Sir 
Lionel, the British commissioner at Honolulu, formally protested against 
the grant to the United States of the exclusive use of Pearl Eiver Har- 
bor as a coaling and repair station, by Article II of the supplementary 
convention extending our reciprocity treaty, and argued that the 
Hawaiian Government was estopped from this action by the provisions 
of Article II of the Kiug-'s treaty with Great Britain, grauting to vessels 
of war liberty of entry to all harbors to' which such ships of other 
nations " are or may be permitted to come." And he said : 

Under instructions from Her Majesty's Government I have already pointed out to 
the Government of His Haivaijau M^estythst the aeqnieitiou by a foreign power 
of a harbor, or preferential concession In the Hawaiian Islands, would Infallibly 
lead to the loss of the independence of the islands; but this consideration has not 
prevented His Hawaiian Majestj-'s Government from proceeding to the ratification 
of the supplemeutnry convention with the United States, and although Her Maj- 
esi^y'a Goveramont are informed tliat by an exchange of notes between the Hawaiian, 
miniatw." at Washington and Mr. Bayard it is declared that the ai-ticle in question 
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(No. n) does not subtract tcora HaTcaiiaii juriafiiotion ; that it gives no riglit of 
property in the harbor or ceesion of territory: that no exolnsive right is oonferred 
commercially, aud that it termiiiatea with the original treaty of 1875, whenever 
notice of each a termination is given. (Appenilix.) 

The question was ably treated Ijy the Hawaiian minister ibr foreign 
aflhirs, and the privileges granted this G-overnment clearly defined. 
(Appendix.) 

On the 30th of July, 1889, an insurrection was set on foot by Robert 
W. Wilcox and Eobert Boyd, two hEdf-caste Hawaiians, who, on the 
afternoon of the same day, together with their adherents, about 100 in 
number, were defeated. The ringleader, with about 60 of his followers, 
was imprisoned. About 70 sailors and marines from the XJ. S. S. Admns, 
then in the harbor, were landed by permission with a machine gun to 
protect life and property at the legation and in the city, and their ap- 
pearance on the streets had a favorable effect on the populace. Re- 
maining over night, quartered at the armory, they returned on board 
the next morning when tranquility was restored. (Appendix.) 

A dispute between the King and the cabinet, of a constitutional scope, 
was decided by the supreme court, against the King, just after the 
attempt at revolution; audit was determined that his signature was 
subject to the direction of the cabinet whenever required on public 
documents, and that the Government in all its departments must be 
conducted by that council. This controversy received the attentive 
consideration of all the foreign representatives, and its termination, as 
recited, appears to have been accepted with general satisfaction. 

On the 20th of March, 1890, Mr. Blaine wrote inviting the King of 
the Hawaiian Islands to participate in the International American Con- 
ference, then ill session at Washington. This invitation was extended 
in pureuance of a resolution of Congress adopted upon the President?s 
recommendation. In consequence of the adjournment of the Conference 
sme die before Mr. Carter, the delegate from Hawaii, could present his 
credentials, he did not participate in its deliberations. Upon Mr- 
Elaine's invitation, however, Mr. Carter, on the 28th of April, after the 
adjournment, announced his appointment as delegate and expressed his 
regret at its arrival too late to permit his attendance on the Conference ; 
but at the same time signified the probable accession of his Government 
to its conclusions. 

In December, 1890, Kalakaua, the King, arrived in the United States 
on a friendly visit, and died at San Francisco, January 20, 1891. His 
body was returned to Honolulu on boai'd the U. 8. 8. Charleston, the 
flagship of Rear- Admiral Brown, which arrived in that harbor January 
29; whereupon the Princess Liliuokalani, regent during the King's 
absence, was proclaimed Queen. (Appendix.) 

Considerable doubt and fear seem to have prevailed with the better 
element of the people in regard to the course of the new Queen, a-s 
the matter is reported by Mr. Stevens. On the 22d of February, 1891, 
he wrote: 

The present ministry has been hut a few months hi office and the best men of 
Ute islands, including nearly all the principal businesa men, wish the present miu- 
istiy to remain, who, by the present constitution, are chiefly independent of the 
Crown; and can not he removed except by impeachment or by the votea of the 
legislntnTB. Under her extreme notions of sovereignty and the inflnence of her bad 
a^iaers, the Queen ia trying to force the resignation of the ministers and to get 
a cabinet composed of her tools. So far the miniBters have refused to resign, 
and the beat public opinion increaaes in their support. Should the supreme court 
sustain the right of the ministers, which ia very clearly and atrongly intrenched in 
iv. i.:,_i:_„ i, ;„.-.i. III i.g aupported by snch annitod determination 
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Queen to yield. If she should still persist aad iitteiiipt toformaministry of herown, 
witboat the conHent of tho legiHlatnre, she will surely imperil hor throne. She is 
well known to he niuoh more atnbhorn in charaotet than her brother, the late King, 
but my present belief is that she will finally yield to the legaland other legitimate 
forces operative againat her present course and place herself in the liands of the 
conservative and respectable men of the country as the only way to retain her 
throne. 

Early ill the spring of 1891 the supreme court decided that the Cabi- 
net of the late King ceaaed to have legal existence at his death. A 
new Cabinet was appointed which seemed to give general satisfaction 
and somewhat to allay earlier apprehensions touching the probable 
course of the Queen. Mr. Stevens, however, expressed some lack of 
faith in the minister of finance. 

In September, 1891, Mr. Stevens wrote that the prince consort, hus- 
band of Queen laliuokalani, a native of New York and strongly 
American in his sympathies, had died August 27, 1891. 

At the same time the minister reported a project for a revision of the 
reciprocity treaty between this Government and Hawaii, prompted by 
the removal of the taiiff on sugar, which materially, if not vitally, 
alTected the principal interests of the islands. Late in 1891, Mr, Mott 
Smith was appointed a special envoy to the United States to negotiate 
such an agreement, and a legislature favorable to the treaty was elected 
in Pebruaiy, 1892. 

In a confidential cominnnicatioii of March 8, 1892, Mr. Stevens re- 
ports revolutionary plans to be held in cheek solely by the presence of 
an United States naval vessel, and describes a very general sentiment 
of hostility to the succession of the "half English" heir to the throne — 
at the time being educated in England — and a growing incUnation 
among all classes towards annexation to the United States. (Appendix.) 

Mr. Stevens's disjiatches continue to be of the same tenor. The sub- 
jection of the queen to -the iniiuences of a half-caste Tahitian of the 
name of Wilson, and marshal of the Kingdom, since soon after her ac- 
cession, continued to excite considerable dissatis&ction, and revolu- 
tionary scheme* were rife throughout the year. The attitude of the 
Queen and her immediate entourage was one of arrogance. Late in 
August or early in September the cabinet was voted out, and a dead- 
lock followed between the Queen and the legislature. The new cabinet 
was objectionable to the better elements, but a vote of want of confl- 
denee aufiiciently decisive to bring on the crisis was not secured until 
the 17th October. The minister said in his dispatch of October 19, 
1892, on the situation — 



In his No. 74, of November 20. Mr. Stevens gave a full statement of 
the flnaiicial, agi'icaltural, social, and political condition of the islands, 
and said : 

One of Invo courses seems to me absolutely necessary to be fo]lo%yed r Either bold 
and vigorous measures for annexation or a "customs union," an ocean cable from tie 
Califomian coast to Honolulu, Pearl Harbor perpetually ceded t* the United States, 
wltii an implied but not neoessatiiy stipulated American protectorate over theislands. 

Reports to the Secretary of the Navy — especially those beginning 
with one from Eear-Adinlrl Brown, dated September 6, 1892 — corrob- 
orated the American minister's accounts and forecasts of events in Ha- 
waii until, on the 28th of January, telegraphic news was received from 
both sources of the accomplishment of a peaceful revolution at Hono- 
lulu and the dethronement of the Queen. (Appendix.) 
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The correspondence examined in the prepai'ation of this report in- 
dicates the general poJiey of this Government towards the HawaiiEtn 
Islands to Lave been, from 1S20 to 18&3, one of close friendship and 
protection, prompted by a desire for the welfare and antonomy of the 
islands and a careful preservation of American riglits and territory on 
this continent. The active intervention of foreign powers in the af&irs 
of Hawaii is shown to have been uniformly regmied with distrust, and 
a detei'iiiined attitude against it seems to have been frankly assumed 
whenever occasion called for an expression of purpose upon the subject 
from the United States. This view of the common interests of the two 
countries several times contemplated annexation as a necessity under 
apprehended foreign encroachment at Honolulu, and once, if not more 
than once, as the positive policy of this Government^-notably in the 
administration of President Pierce, 

Eespectfttlly submitted. 

Andrew H. Allen, 
Chief, Bureau of Rolls a/nA Library. 

[The narrative of events from the 17th of January, 1893, is continued 
in the report aceompanyiug the President's message of February 15, 
1893, sending to the Senate the treaty concluded and signed at Wash- 
ington, February 14, 1893, by the Secretary of State of the United 
States and the representatives of the I^covisional Government of the 
Hawaiian Islands.] 
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The time and assistance available in the preparation of the forejjoing 
report and this appendix have not been sufficient to render a fall pres- 
entation of the correspondence involved practicable here. The pur- 
pose of this supplement therefore is to give a general view of the 
progress of events and to submit copies of all papers of ascertained 
importance to & clear underBtandiug and reenforcement of the narrative, 
except those published in the volumes of Foreign Belations of the 
United States and other volumes, to which reference is noted in a 
bibliograpliical paragraph. 

It has been deemed neither necessary nor advisable to touch upon 
the subject of private claims of the citizens or subjects of either 
country against the government of the other, as none of the claims 
adverted to in the coneular or diplomatic correspondence appears to 
have become at any time matter of special or separate negotiation or 
to have reached a position of adequate moment to demand any further 
action than the exercise of good offices by the diplomatic representa- 
tive of the Government of the claimant. 

Three uuperfected treaties described in the correspondence are de- 
posited in this Bureau, those of 1849, 1855, and 1867, respectively. 

A considerable volume of correspondence upon Hawaiian relations will 
be found in the archives of the Navy Department, should it be regarded 
as desirable to examine letters of naval officers of the United States in 
support or elaboration of the consular and diplomatic letters given or 
referred to in tlie list of papers. 

The present report and appendix bring the narrative down to the 
revolution of January 17, 1893, from which point it is continued in the 
report accompanying the President's message of February 15, 1893, 
sending to the Senate the treaty concluded and signed at Washington, 
February 14, 1893, by the Secretary of State of the United States and 
the representatives of the Provisional Government of the Hawaiian 
Islands. 

A list of papers, chronologically arranged, follows, and is, in its turn, 
followed by a brief subject index for more convenient reference. 

A. H. A. 

Bureau of Rolls and Llbeaey, February 14, 1S93. 
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LIST OF PAPEES. 

[TbeiUTiaigeiientia chronologicBl.] 

Treaty of firlendship, commerce, awl navigation between the United Statea and tlie 
Sindwicli Islands, aigned at Honolu In, December 23, 1826. 

Letter to the Secretary of the Navy from Thomae ap Catesby Jones, December 25, 
1826. Eitract. 

Extract of letter to William Bolton Fincb, U. S. S. Vmcennes, Jannaty 20, 1829. 

Treaty between Great Britain and Hawaii of November 16, 1836, signed at Hono- 

Treaty between France and Hawaii, signed at Honolnlu, Jnly 12, 1839. 

Treaty between France and Hawaii, signed at Honolulu, Jnly 17, 1839. 

Message of the President of December 31, 1842. (H. E. Ex, Doe. No. 35, Twenty- 
seventh Con^e^ third session. ) 

Commercial Agent William Hooper's, No. 22, MarcU 7, 1843. 

Commercial Agent William Hooper's, No. 23, March 11, 1843. 

Commercial Agent William Hooper's, No. 28, August 15, 1813. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Brown, No. 7, March 15, 1843, 

Commercial Agent Hooper's No. 28, August 15, 1843. 

Mr. Brown to Mr. Webster, No. 5, October 26, 1843. 

Mr. Brown to Mr. Webster, No. 6, November 4, 1843. 

Deelarationof Great Britain andFrancerelating to independence of islands, London, 
November 28, 184S. 

Mr. CallJOQn to Mr. Brown, No. 4, January 30, 1845. 

Treaty of peace, amity, and commerce between France and Hawaii signed at Hono- 
lulu. March 26, 1846. 

Mr. BnchaiiantoMr. Ten.Eyct, Angust28, 1848. 

Article 6, treaty with France of Jnly 17, 1819. 

,Mr. Tan Eyot to Mr. Buchanan, No. 55, September 3, 1840. 

Mr. Turrin to Mr. Clayton, No. 30, September 4, 1849. 

Treaty of tWendship, commerce, and navigation between the United States and 
Hawaiian Islands, concluded at Washington 20tb December, 1849. 
. Messrs. Jndd and Jaives to Mr. Clayton, May 30, 1850. 

Mr. Clayton to Messrs. Judd and Jarves. Jnne 3, liffiO. 

Mr. Clayton to Mr. Eives, No. 15, July 5, 1850. 

Mr. Bives to Mr. Webster, No. 49, September 12, 1850. 

Mr. Severance to.Mr. Webster, No. 6, March 11, 1851. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Eivea, No. 28, June 19, 1851. 

Joint resolntioii of the nobles and representatives of June 21, 1851, 

Mr. Eives to Mr. Webster, No. 95, Jnly 8, 1851. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, No. 4, July 14, 1851. 

Confidential, Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, Jnly 14, 1851. 

Mr. Eives to Mr. Webster, No. 97, July 22, 1851. 

Mr. Eives to Mr. Seward, No. 109, October 30, 1851. 

Mr. Marcy to Mr. Mason, No. 3, December 16, 1853. 

Message of the President of March 3, 1854. 

Treaty of reciprocity, unperfecteil, 1855. 

(Bureau of Eolls and Library, Department of State.) 

Mr. McBride to Mr. Seward, No, 9, October 9, 1863. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. McBride, No. 10, January 14, 1864. 
Message of tie President, February 5, 18W. 
. Mr. McBride to Mr. Seward, No. 37, September 16, 1864. 
Mr. McCoolt tc) Mr. Seward, No. 6, September 3, 1866. 
Mr. McCook. to Mr. Seward, private, June 7, 1867. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. McCoot, No. 33, Jnly 13, 1S67. 
Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward, No. 31, Augusts, 1867. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. McCoofc, confidential, September 12, 1867. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. MoCook, No. 36, October 5, 1867. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Spalding, No. 42, July 5, 1888. 
Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward, No. 54, Augnat 14, 1868, with inclosnre. 
Message of President Johiwon, December 9, 1868. 

Mr. Z. S. Spalding to Mr. SpaJding, April 14, 1869. 

Mr. McCook and Mr. De Varigny, notw of conversations, September 14. 1869, andMr. 

McCook and the King. 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 189, February 7, 1873. 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 190, Febrnary 10, 1873. 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 191, Febrnary 17, 1873. 
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Gen, Sohofield to Gen. Belknap, May 8, 1873. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 241, February 11, 1874. 

Mr, Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 243, February 17, 1874. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 245, Febrnary 20, 1874. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 291, October 12, 1874. 

Treaty between the United States and the Hawaiian Islands, Commercial Reoiproo- 
itj, Jannary 30, 1875. 

Treaty: Protocol of Conference, September 9, 1876. (Entifi cation of Commercial 
Reciprocity.) 

Mr. Evaits to Mr. Comly, No. 28, August 6, 1878. (See Foreign Kclations of the United 
States, 1878.) 

Mr. Evarte to Mr. Comly, No. 83 , NoTcmber 13, 1880. 

Mr, Blaine to Mr. Comly, No. 102, June 30, 1881. (See Foreign Relations of the United 
States, 1881.) 

Mr. Blaine to Mr. Comly, No. 113, December 1, 1881. (See Foreign Relations of the 
United Staha, 1881.) 

Confidential, Mr. Blaine to Mr. Comly, December 1, 1881. 

Mr. Fre]ii;gnnyBen to Mr. Daggett, No, 42, December6, 1883. (See B'oreign Relations 
of the United States, 1883.) 

Treuty. Hawaiian lelands Supplementary Convention, December 6, 1884. Reciproc- 
ity and Pearl River Harbor Cession. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 78, September 2, 1886. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr.. Bayard, No. m, October 19, 1886. 

Mr. Hastings to Mr. Bayard, No. 89, October 28, 1886. 

Mr. Bayard to Mr. Merrill, No. 52, Jnly 12, 1887. (See Foreign Relations of tha 
United Stated, 1887.} 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 173, Febraary 24, 1888. (See Foreign Relations of the 
United State*, 1888.) 

Treaty: Parcels Post Convention between the United States and the Hawaiian King- 
dom, December 19, 1888. 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Bhune, No. 255, August 1, 1889. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 46, February 8, 1892. 

Mr, Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 48, March 8, 1893. 

AdiniralBrownto the Secretary of the Navy, September 6, 1893. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 74, November 20, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 65, September 14 1892. 

Capt. Wiltso to the Secretary of the Navy, October 13, 1892. 

Capt. Wiltse to the Secreta^ of the Navy, October 30, 1892, 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 72, October 31, 8892. 

Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navy, November 1, 1892. 

Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navy, November 9, 1892. 

Message of the President, Fehmary 6, 1893. Sen. Ex. Doc. No. 45, 52d Cong. 2d sess- 



Treaty of amity, commerce, and unavigation, unperfccteil, 1849. (Bureau of Rolls 
and Lilivary, Department of State.) 

Treaty of reciprocity, unperfected, 1867. (Bureau of Rolls and Library, Depart- 
ment of State.) 



SUBJECT INDEX. 

mexation to the United States : 
Mr. Severance to Mr. Webster, No. 6, March 11, 1851. 
Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, Jnly 4, 1851 (confidential). 
Mr. Marcy to Mr. Mason, No. 3, Decemtier 16, 1853. 
Mr. McCooh t-o Mr. Se\yard, Ho. 6, September 3, 1866, 
Mr. MoCooli to Mr. Seij?ard (private), June 7, 1867. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. MoCook, No. 33, July 13, 1867. 
Mr. Sewam to Mr, MoCook (confidential), September 13, 18G7. 
Mr. Seward to Mr. Spalding, No. 42, July 5, 1868. 
Mr. Z. S. Siiaiildiug to Mr. &paulding, April 14, 1869. 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 189, February 7, 1873. 
Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 191, February 17, 1873. 
Gen. Sohofield to Gen. Belknap, May 8, 1S73. 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 46, February 8, 1892, 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 48, March 8, 1892. 
Admiral Brown to Secretary of Navy, September 6, 1893. 
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Aunesatiou to tlie United States — Continued. 

Capt. WiltsB to the Secretary of Havy, October 12, 1892. 

Mr. Steveus to Mr. Foster, No. 74, November 20, ISDii. 

Message of tbe President, Febmary 6, 1893 <Seit. Ex. Doc. No. 45, Fifty-second 
CougreBs, socoud session). 

See Foreign Relations of the United States, 1881. 
Cession of territory to the United States : 

Proolamatlon of Kamehamcha III of March 10, 1851. 

Mr. Severance to Mr. Webster No. 6, March 11, 1851. 

Mr. MoBi-ide to Mr. Seward, No. S7, September 16, 18M. 

Mr. McCook and the King— conversation, September 14, 1869. 
Coolie trade : 

Mr. McCooh to Mr. Seward, No. 54, Awgnst 11, 1868, with inciosnre. 

See Foreign Relations of the United States, 1873, 1880, 1881, 1882, 1885, 1888, 1889. 
Declaration ot Great Britain and France relative to independence of islanda, Lou- 

. don, November 28, 1843. 
Hawaiian Islands: 

Statement of tinanciol, agricnltural, social, and political conditions. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No, 74, November 20, 1892. 
Independence of islands : 

Declaration of Great Britain and France, London, November 28, 1843. 

Mr. Bnchanan to Mr. Ten Eyofc, Ancnat 28, 1848. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, No. 4, Jnly 14, 1851. 

Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Ten Eyck, Angnat ^, 1848. 

Mr. Rives to Mr. Webster, No.97, J^y 22, 1851. 

Mr. Eives to Mr, Sewdtd, No. 109, October SO, 185L 
Japanese reoiprocity treaty r 

Mr. McCook to Mr, Seward, No. 32, Augnat 5, 1867. 
Kalatana, King — death of, in the United Stat-ea — (Foreign Relations United States, 

1891). 
" Lackawanna " (incident) : 

Mr, MoCook to Mr, Seward, No, 31, Angnst 5, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McCook, No, 36, October 5, 1867. 

Mr. McCook and Mr. de Vatigny — notes of conversations, September 14, 1S09. 
And Mr. McCook and the King. 
Landing of naval force : 

Mr, Pierce to Mr. Fish, No, 241, February 11, 1874, 

Mr, Pierce to Mr. Fish, Ko. 243, Febrnarv 17, 1874. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 245, February 20, 1874. 

Mr. MerriU to Mr. Blaine, No. 255, Augnat 1, 1889. 
LilionkalaMi, Queen, accession of. 

Foreign Relations of the United States, 1891. 
Liquoi; traffic: 

Article 6, treaty with France of July 17, 1849. 

Mr. Evarta to Mr. Comly, No. 81, Nov. 13, 1880, (Ealifc Islands,) 
Mess^e of tbe President of December 81, 1842: 

House of ReprcBentativesEi. Doo. No. 36, Twenty-seventh Congress, third session. 

Message of December 9, 1868, annexation. 

Message of December 9, 1868, reciprocity. 
Opposition of Great Britain to American interests : 

Mr, McBride to Mr, Seward, No, 9, October 9, 1863. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McBride, No. 10, January 14, 1864. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr, Fish, Ho, 391, October 12, 1874. 

Mr. Evarte to Mr, Comly, No, 28, Angnst 6, 1878, (See Foreign Relations of the 
United States, 1878,) 

Mr. Blaine to Mr. Comly, No, 102, June 30, 1881. (See Foreign Relations of the 
United States, 1881.) 

Mr. MerriU to Mr. Bayard, No. 78, September 2, 1S86. 

Mr, Merrill to Mr, Bayard, No. 85, October 19, 1886. 

Mr, Hastings to Mr. Bayard, No, 89, October 28, 1886. (See Foreign Relations 
of the United States, 1887,) 

Mr, Merrill to Mr. Bayard, No. 173, Febmary 24, 1888, (See Foreign Relations 
of the United States, 1888,) 

Mr, Stevens to Mr. Foster, No, 65, September 14, 1892, 

Mr, Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 72, October 30, 1892. 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No, 74, November 30, 1893. (See Foreign Relations of 
the United States, 1878, 1887, 1888.) 
Pearl River Harbor — 

Mr, Pierce to Mr. Fish, Ko, 190, Februaiy 10, 1873. 
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PeEtrl Eiver Harbor — Continued. 

General Sctoflelfl to General Belknap, May 8, 1873, repoi-t. 

Supploiiientary convention, Deceraljor 6, 1884. 

Mr. Morrill to Mr. Bay&rd, Ni}. 173, Febmary 34, 1888. (See Forcij;]i IJclsvtions 

of the United States, 1888.) 
See Foreign Kelationa of the United States, 1888. 
Policy of the IJnitcd States — 

President's Message December 31, 1842. (H. K.Es. Doe. No.Su, Twenty-soventh 

Congress, Third session.) 
Mt. Webster to George Brown, No. 7, Miirch 15, 1843. 
Mr. Brown to Mr. Webster, No. 5, October 3G, 1843. 
Mt. Brow]i to Mr. Webster, Ho. 6, November 4, 1843. 
Mr. Webster to Mr. Severanee, No. 4, July 14, 1861. 
Conflrtentiul, Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, Jnly 14, 1851. 
Mt. MoBridc to Mr. Seward, No. 9, October 9, 1863. 
Mr. McCook to Mr. Seward, Ifo. 6, September 3, 1866. 
Mr, Blftine to Mr. Conily, No. 113, December 1, 1881. (See Foreign Gelations of 

the United States, 1881.) 
Confidential, Mr. Blame to Mr. Comly, December 1, 1881. 

Mt. Frolinghuyaen to Mr. Daggett, No. 42, December 6, 1883. (See Foreign Re- 
lations of the United States, 1883.) 
Hawaiian-Samoan Convention. (See Foreign Relations of the United States, 

1887.) 
Mt. Bayatd to Mr. Merrill, Ho. 52, Jnly 12, 1887. (See Foreign Relations of the 

United States, 1887.) . 
Mt. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, Ho. 48, Match 8, 1892. 
Message of the Ptesident, February 6, 1893. (Sen. Ex. Doc. No. 45, Fiftj-seeona 

Congress, second session.) 
See Foreign Relations of the United States, 1881, 1883, 1888. 
. Ptesents sent to the chio& of the islands: 

Extract of letter to William Bolton Finch, U. S. S. Vineennes, 20th Jannarj, 1829. 
Protection of foreigners : 

Letter to the Secretary of the Navy from Thomas ap Catesby Jones, December 
25, 1821!. Estraot, 
Eeeiprooity — 

Unperfected treaty of 1855. (Bureau of Rolls and Librivry, Department of State.) 

Message of the President, Febmary 5, 1S64. 

Ml. McCook to Mr. Seward, private, June 7, 1867. 

Mr. McCook to Mr. Sewaril, No. 31, Angnst 5, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. McCook, confidential, September 12, 1867. 

Mr. Seward to Mr. MeCook, No. 36, October 5, 1867. 

Unperfccted treaty of 1867 (Buteaa of SoUs and Libr.ary, Depattoient of State). 

Mr. Z. 8. Spalding to Mr. Spalding, April 14, 1869. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 189, February 7, 1873. 

Mr. Pletec to Mr. Fish, No. 190, February 10, 1873. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 191, Febmaty 17, 1873. 

Gen. Sohoilcld to Gen, Belknap, May 8, 1873. 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 291, Ootober 12, 1874. 

Treaty of January 30, 1875. 

Protocol of Conference, September 9, 1876. 

Mr. Evarts to Mi'. Comly, No. 28_, August 6, 1878. Favored Nation clause. (See 

Foreign Relations of the United Slates, 1878). 
Mr. Blaine to Mr. Comly, No. 102, June 30, 1881* Construction of the treaty. 

(See Foreign Relations of the United Stites, 1881). 
Snpnlemcntary Convention, December 6, 1884. 
Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 46, February 8, 1892, revision. 
See Fereigii Relations of the Uniteil States, 1874, 1875, 1876, 1877, 1879, 1881, 
1887. 
Restoration of the islands in. 1843 — 

Commercial Agent Hooper's No. 28, August 15, 1813. 
Mr. Brown to Mr. Webster, No. 5, October 26, 1843. 
Mr. Brown to Mt. Webster, No. 6, November i, 1843. 
Revolution, organized party for— 

Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, No. 48, March 8, 1892. 
Mt. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 65, September II, 1893. 
Political sitnatinu— 

Capt. Wiltsc to the Secretary of the Navy, October 20, 1892. 
Mt. Stevens to Mr. Foster, No. 72, October 31, 1892. 
Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary or the Navy, November 1, 1893. 
Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Navy, November 9, 1892. 
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Seizure of tlie islauds liy tho Bi'itisli in 1843 — 

Commercial Agent Win. Hooper's No. 23, Maroh 7, 1843, 

Commercial Agent Wm. Hooper's No. 23, March 11, 1843. 

Commercial Agent Wm. Hooper's No. 28, August 15, 1813. 

Message of tiie President of March 3, 1854. 
Seizure of islanils liy tie French in 1849— 

Mr. Tea Eyct to Mr. Buolianan, No. 55, September 3, 18i9 

Mr. TnrriU to Mr. Clayton, No. 30, September i, 1849. 

Meaere. Judd and Jotves to Mr. Clayton, May 30, 1850. 

Mr; Clayton to Messrs, Jurtd and Jarves, June 3, 1850. 

Mr. Clayton to Mr. JUvm, No. 15, July 6, 1850. 

Mr. Rives to Mr, Webster, No. 49, September 12, 1850, 

Mr. Severance to Mr. Webster, No. 6, March 11, 1851. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Severance, No. 4, July 14, 1851. 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Rives, No. 28, June 19, 1851. 

Joint Resolution of the nobles and representativeB of June 21, 1851. 

Mr. Rives to Mr. Webster, No. 95, July 8, 1851. 

Mr. Woliatet to Mr. Severftuce, No. 4, July 14, 1851. 

Mr. Eives to Mr. Webster, No. 97, July 22, 1851. 

Mr. Eives to Mr. Seward, No. 109, October 30, 1851. 
Treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation between the United States a»d 

the Sandwieb Islands, signed at Honolulu, December 23, 1826. 
Treaty between Great Britain and Hawaii of November 16, 1836, signed at Houolulu, 
Treaty between France and Hawaii, signed at Honolulu July 12, 1839. 
Treaty between Frauoo and Hawaii, signed at Honolalu July 17, 1839. 
Treaty of peace, amity, and commerce between France and Hawaii, signed at 

Honolulu March, 26, 1846, 
Treaty of friendsliip, commerce, and navigation between the United States and 

Hawaiian Islands, concluded at Washington, December 20, 1849. 
Treaty of redptoeity, nnperfected, 1855. (Bureau of Rolls and Library, Depart- 
ment of State. 
Treaty, unperfected treaty of reciprocity, 1867. (Bureau of Hulls and Library, 

Department of State.) 
Treaty between United States and the Hawaiian Islands, Commercial Reciprocity, 

January 30, 1875. 
Treaty: Protocol of Conference, September 9, 1876. Ratilication of Conuoercial 

Reciprocity. 
Treaty, Hawaiian Islanda. Sujmlementary Convention, December 6, 1884. Reoi- 

frooity and Pearl River Harbor Cession, 
arcels Post Convention between the United States and the Hawaiian King- 
dom, December 19, 1888, 
Visit Of King Kalaliana: 

Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish, No. 291, October 12, 1874. 
Wiley case: 

Proceedings on appeal from judgment of the inferior court. Mr. Calhoun to Mr. 
Brown, Ho. 4, January 20, 1»K. 
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first session, Senate Ex, Doc. No. 27 ; Fiftry-second Congreiss, aeooud session, 
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Treaty of Friendship,. Commerce, and Navigation, hetween The United 
/States and the Sandwich Islands, signed at Sonolwlu, December 23, 
1826. 

Articles of agreement made and conclnded at Oahu, between Thomas 
ap Catesby Jones, appouited by the TJnited States, of the one part, 
and Kauikeaouli, King of the Sandwich Islands and his guardians, 
on the other part. 

Article I. The peace and friendship subsisting between the United 
States and their Majesties, the Queen Itegent and Kauikeaouli, King of 
the Sandwich Islands, and their subjects and people, are hereby con- 
firmed and declared to be perpetual. 

II. The ships and vessels of the United States (as well as their con- 
suls and all other citizens), within the territoriai jurisdiction of the 
Sandwich Islands, together with all their property, shall be inviolably 
protected against all enemies of the United States in time of war. 

III. The contractingpartie8,beiagdesirous to avail themselves of the 
bounties of Divine Providence, by promoting the commercial intercourse 
and friendship subsisting between the respective nations; for the better 
security of these desirable objects, their Majesties hind themselves to 
receive into tiieir ports and harboui's, all ships and vessels of the United 
States, and to protect to the utmost of their capacity all such ships and 
vessels, their cargoes, officers, and crews, so long as they shall behave 
themselves peacemlly, and not infringe the established laws of the land ; 
the citizens of the United States being permitted to trade freely with 
the people of the Sandwich Islands. 

IV. Their ME^esties do further agree to extend the fullest protection 
within their control to all ships and vessels of the United States which 
may be wrecked on their shores, and to render every assistance in their 
power to save the wreck and her apparel and cargo; and, as a reward 
for the assistance and protection which the people of the Sandwicli 
Islands shall afford to all such distressed vessels of the United States, 
they shall be entitled to a salvage or a portion of the property so saved; 
but such salvage shall in no case exceed one-third of the vessel saved, 
which valuation is to be fixed by a commission of disinterested persons, 
who shall be chosen equally by the parties. 

v. Citizens of the United States, whethei' resident or transit, engaged 
in commerce or trading to the Sandwich Islands, shall be inviolably 
protected in their lawful pursuits, and shall be allowed to sue for and 
recover by judgment all claims against the subjects of His Majesty the 
King according to strict principles of equity and the acknowledged 
practice of civilized nations, 

VI. Their Majesties do further agree and bind themselves to dis- 
countenance and use all practicable means to prevent desertion from 
all American ships which visit the Sandwich Islands; and to that end 
it shall be made the duty of all governors, magistrates, chiefs of dis- 
tricts, and all others in authority, to appreheml all de-serters and to 
deliver them over to the master of the vessel from which they have 
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deserted; and for the apprehension of every such deserter who shall 
be delivered over as aforesaid, the master, owner, or agent shall pay to 
the person or persons apprehending suoh deserter the sum of 6 dollars, 
If taken on the side of the island near which the vessel is anchored; 
hut if taken on the opposite side of the island the sum shall he 12 dol- 
lars, and if taken on any other island the reward shall be 24 dollars, 
a)id shall be a just charge against the wages of every such deserter. 

VII. No tonnage dues or impost shall be exacted of any citizen of 
the United States which is not paid by the citizena or subjects of tlie 
nation most favored in commerce with the Sandwich Islands; and the 
citizens or subjects of the Sandwich Islands shall be allowed to trade 
with the United States and her territories upon principles of equal 
advantage with the most favored nation. 

Done in council at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, this 23rd day of De- 
cember, in the year of our Lord 1826. 

Thos. Ap Catesby Jones. 

El-ISABETA KAAHUMAHU. 

Kabaikoku. 
Bom. 

HOAPILI, 

Libia Namahana. 



[From .Tones, December 25, 182B, <latc(f Honolulu.! 

Says that the state of affairs in regard to foreigners being protected 
is in a bad condition and that his services are really required at the 
islands to protect the seamen. 

"On the 23d instant I concluded some arrangements with the Gov- 
enjment of these islands calculated to secure our interest in this quarter 
and suppress the evils which have hitherto existed. I have also secured 
satisfactory pledges for the speedy payment of the large el aims held by 
American citizens against the islanders. In short, I hope it will be 
proved that the PeaeocVs visit to the Sandwich and Society Islands 
has in some degree accomplished the main object of the cruise." 



[To Wm. Bolton Fincli, U, S. S. Yinctnnee, Jannary 20, 1829.] 

" Chaplain Stewart has in his care and will deliver to you a letter to 
King Kamehameha, a few presents from our Government to the princi- 
pal chiefs of the Sandwich Islands. Tou will deliver them to the persons 
for whom they are intended. 

"Remain from two to three weeks, or as long as shall be thought 
expedient for eareftil to cultivate the most friendly relations and to 
procure from onr consular and commercial agent or from other sources 
every infqnnation respecting our commercial and other interests which 
may be practicable." 

Instructions to reclaim deserting sailors, and to make inquiries into 
the state of our commerce, etc. 

[No mention made of the ti'eaty of December 23, 1826.] 
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{2) English treaty of Lord Edward Bussell, Sovemb&r 16, 1836. 

Articles made and agreed on at Honolulu, island of OaLu, the IGtJi of 
November, 1836. 

AiiTiOLJi I. English subjects shall be permitted to come with their 
vessels, and property of whatever Itind, to the Sandmch Islands ; they 
shall also be permitted to reside therein, as long as they conform to the 
laws of these islands, and to build houses, and warehouses for their 
merchandise, with the consent of the King; and good friendship shall 
continue between the subjects of both countries. Great Britain and the 
Sandwich Islands. 

Aeticle II. English subjects, resident at the Sandwich Islands, are 
at liberty to go to their own country, or elsewhere, eitlier in their own 
or any other vessel; they may dispose of their effects, enclosures, 
h'/uses, &e,, with the previous knomedge of the King, and take the 
value with them, without any impediment whatever. The land on 
which houses are built is the property of the King, but the King shall 
have no authority to de.stroy the houses, or in any way iiyure the 
property of any British subject. 

Aeticle HI. When an English subject dies on the Sandwich 
Islands, his effects shall not be searched or touched by any of the 
governors or chiefs, but shall be delivered into the hands of his exec- 
utors or heirs, if present; but if no heir or executor appear, the consul 
or his agent shall be executor for the same; if any debts were owing to 
the deceased, the governor of the place shall assist and do all in his 
power to compel the debtors to pay their debts to the heirs or executor, 
or the consul, in ease no heir or executor appears, and the consul is to 
inform the King of the death of every British subject leaving property 
upon the Sandwich Islands. 

KAMEHAaiEHA. III. 

Edwaed Eussel, 
Captain of R, B. M. 8. Acteon. 



Treaty concluded July IS, 1839, ietwem the King of the Sandtuieh Tslcmds 
and Capt. Laplace, commanding the French frigate Artemise, acting in 
the name of the King of the French. 

Aeticle 1, The Catholic worship is declared free in all the islands 
subject to the King of the Sandwich (Islands); the members of that 
commitnion will enjoy there all the pri\ileges granted to Protestants. 

Aet. 2, A piece of ground for a Catholic church will be granted by 
the Government at Hohorourou, a port frequented by the French, and 
tliat Church wUI be served by priests of their nation. 

Art. 3, All the Catholics imprisoned on account of their religion 
KiiK'C the last persecutions exercised against the French missionaries 
will be immediately set at liberty. 

Aet. 4. The King of the Sandwich (Islands) will deposit in the hands 

of the captain of the Artemise the sum of twenty thousand dollars as a 

guarantee of his future ejinduct towards France, the Government of 

wiiich will restore him this sum when it shall deem that the clauses of 

S. ijx. 77—3 
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this treaty and those of the convention concluded ivith Captain I>ui)etit- 
Thouars in Jnly, 1837, have been faithfully executed. 

Art. 5, The treaty, together with the sum mentioned above, "will he 
brought on board the frigate Artemise by one of the principal chiefs of 
the country, and, at the same time, the batteries of Honorourou will 
ealnte the French flag with twenty-one guns, which will be returned by 
the frigate. 
Made and signed between the contracting parties July 12, 1839. 
Kamehameha ni. 
C. Laplace, 
Commanding tJie Artemise. 



Convention concluded July 17, 1839, between tlie King of the Sandwich 

Islands, Kamehmneha III, and Captain Laplace, comtnamding the 
French frigate Artemise, rffpresenti/ng his Government. 

Akticle 1. There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between 
the King of the French and the King of the Sandwich Islands. 

Abt. 2. Frenchmen shall be protected in an efQcieiit manner, In 
their persons and property, by the King of the Sandwich Islands, who 
will also grant them the necessary permission to prosecute those of Ms 
subjects against whom they may have just claims. 

Aet. 3. Such protection shall extend to French vessels, their crews 
and their oflScere. In case of shipwreck, the chiefs and inhabit- 
ants of the various parts of the archipelago must lend them assistance 
and protect them from pillage. The salvage dues will be settled, in 
case of diffleully, by umpires appointed by both parties. 

Abt. 4. No Frenchman accused of any crime can be tried other- 
wise than by a jury composed of foreign residents, proposed by the 
consul of France and accepted by the trovemment of ttie Sandwich 
Islands. 

Abt. 5. The desertion of sailors employed on board the French ves- 
sels will be severely repressed by the loi^ authorities, who must em- 
ploy every means at their command to have the deserters arrested; and 
the expenses of capture will be paid by the .captains or owners of the 
said vessels, in accordance with the tai-iff adopted by the nations. 

Aet. 6. French goods, or those recognized as being of French origin, 
and especially wines and brandies, can not be prohibited, nor pay an 
import duty of more than five per cent ad valorem. 

Aet. 7. No tonnage or import duties can be required of French mer- 
chants, unless they are paid by the subjects of the most favored nation 
LQ its commerce with the Sandwich Islands. 

Art. 8. The subjects of ^King Kamehameha III shall be entitled, in 
the French Possessions, to" all the advantages enjoyed by the French 
in the Sandwich Islands, and they shall be considered, moieover, as 
belonging to the most favored nation, as regards its commercial rela- 
tions with France. 

Made and signed between the contracting parties, July 17, 1839. 
Kamehameha m. 
0. Laplace, 
Captain, Commanding the Artemise, 
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(Eonee Bi. Ko. 35, Twentj-aeventli CoDgresB, tiiird seBSioii.] 

SAKBWIOH ISLANDS AND CHINA. 

Message fi-om the President of the United States, rejecting the trade and 
commerce of the Umted States tP*(& ths Sa/ndictoh Islands and with dip- 
lomatic intercourse tpith their Government ; also in relation to the new 
position of affairs in China, growing out of the late war between Great 
Britain and China, and recommending provision for a diplomatic agent. 

Deobmbee 81, 1842.— Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

To the House of Representatines of the United States: 

I <;ommunieate herewith to Congress copies of a correspondence which 
has recently taken place between certain agents of the Government of 
the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands and the Secretary of State. 

The condition of those islands has excited a good deal of interest, 
which ia increasing by every saeceasive proof that their inhabitants 
are making progress in civilization, and becoming more and more com- 
petent to maintain regular and orderly civil government. They lie in 
the Pacific Ocean, much nearer to this continent than the other, and 
have become an important place for the refitment and provisioning of 
American and European vessels, 

Owing to their locality and to the coarse of the winds which prevail 
in this quarter of the world, the Sandwich Islands are the stopping- 
place for almost all vessels passing fi-om continent to continent, across 
the Pacific Ocean, They are especially resorted to by a great number 
of vessels of the United States, which are engaged in the whale fishery 
in those seas. The number of vessels of all sorts, and the amount of 
property owned by citizens of the United States, which are found in 
those islands in the course of a year, are stated, probably with sufBcient 
accuracy in the letter of the agents. 

Just emergingfrom a state of barbarism, the Government of the is]a.nds 
is as yet feeble; but its dispositions appear to be just and pacific, and 
it seems anxious to improve the condition of its people, by the intro- 
duction of knowledge, of religious and moral instiiiitions, means of 
education, and the arts of civilized life. 

It can not but be in conformity with the interest and wishes of the 
Government and the people of the United States that this commnnity 
thus existing in the midst of avast expanse of ocean should be re- 
spected, and all its rights strictly and conscientiously regarded. And 
this must also be the true interest of all other commercial state*. Far 
remote from the dominions of European Powers, its growth and pros- 
perity as an independent state may yet be in a high degree useftil to 
all whose trade is extended to those regions, while its near approach 
to tills continent, and the interconrse which American vessels have with 
it — sneh vessels constituting five-sixths of all which annually visit it — 
could not but create dissatisfaction on tlie part of the United States at 
any attempt by another power, should such attempt be threatened or 
feared, to take possession of the islands, colonize them, and subvert the 
native Grovemment. Oousidering, therefore, that the United Sta-tfts 
possesses so very large a share of the intercourse with those islands, it 
is deemed not unfit to make the declaration that their Government 
seeks nevertheless no peculiar advantages, no exclusive control oyer 
the Hawaiian Government, but is content with its independent exist- 
ence, and anxiously wishes for its security and prosperity. Its tbrbear- 
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ance in this respect, under tlie circumstancea of the very large inter- 
conree of their citizens with the islands, would justify the Government, 
should events hereafter arise, to reqnire it, in making a decided remon- 
strance against the adoption of an opposite policy by any other power. 
Under the circumstances, I recommend to Congress to provide for a 
moderate allowance to be made ont of the Treasury to the consul resid- 
ing there, that in a Government so new and a country so remote 
American citizens may have respectable authority to which to apply 
for redress, in case of injury to their person and property, and to whom 
the Government of the country may also make known any acts com- 
mitted by American citizens of which it may think it has a right to 
complain. 

Events of considerable importance have recently transpired in China. 
The military operations carried on against the Empire by the English 
Government have been terminated by a treaty according to the terms 
of which four important ports hitherto shut against tbreign commerce 
are to be open to British merchants, viz, Amoy, Foo-Choo-Foo, Ningpo. 
and Chinghai. It can not but be interesting to the mercantile interest 
of the United States, whose intercourse witti China at the single poi-t 
of Canton has already become so considerable, to ascertain whether 
these other ports now open to British commerce are to remain shnt, 
nevertheless, against the commerce of the United States. The treaty 
between the Chinese Government and the British commissioner pro-, 
vides neither for the admission nor the exclusion of the ships of other 
nations. It would seem, therefore, that it remains with every other 
nation having commercial intercourse with China to seek to make 
proper arrangements for itself with the Government of that Empire in 
this respect. 

The importations into the United States from Chiina are known to be 
large, having amounted in some years, as will be seen by the annexed 
tables, to $9,000,000. The exports, too, from the United States to China, 
constitute an interesting and growing part of the commerce of the 
country. It appears that in the year 1841, in the direct trade between 
the two countries, the value of the exports from the United States 
amounted to $713,000 in domestic products and $485,000 in foreign 
merchandise. But the whole amount of American produce which 
finally reached China and is there consumed is not comprised in these 
tables, which show only the direct trade. Many vessels with American 
products on board sail with a primary destination to other countries, 
but ultimately dispose of more or less of their cargoes in the port of 
Canton. 

The pecuharities of the Chinese Government and the Chinese char- 
acter are well known. An Empire supposed to contain 300,000,000 
ofsubjects,fertil6 in various rich products of the earth, not without the 
knowledge of letters and of many arts, and with large and expensive 
accommodations for internal intercourse and traflc, has for ages sought 
to exclude the visits of strangers and foreigners from its dominions, 
and has assumed for itself a superiority over all other nations. Events 
appear likely to break down and soften this spirit of nonhitorconrse, 
and to bring China ere long into the relations which usually subsist 
between civilized States. She has agreed, in the treaty with England, 
that correspondence between the agents of the two Goveniments shall 
be on equal terms — a concession which it is hardly probable will here- 
after be withheld from other nations. 

It is true that the cheapness of labor among the Chinese, their inge- 
nuity In its application, and the fixed character of their habits and 
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pursuits may discourage the hoi>e of tbe opening of any great and 
sudden demand for the fabrics of other countries; but experience 
proves that the productions of Western nations And a maiket, to some 
extent, among the Chinese; that that market, so far as respects the 
productions of the United States, although it has considerably varied 
in successive seasons, has on the whole more than double^l within the 
last ten years; and it can hardly be doubted that the opening of sev- 
eral new and important ports, connected with parts of the Empire here- 
tofore seldom visited by Europeans or Ameiicans, wonld exercise a 
favorable influence upon the demand for such products. 

It is not understood that the immediate establishment of corre- 
spondent embassies and missions, or the permanent residence of diplo- 
matic functionaries, with full powers, of each country, at the court ot 
the other, is contemplated between England and Ohina, although, as 
has been already observed, it has been stipulated that intercourse be- 
tween the two countries shall hereafter be on equal terms. An am- 
bassador or envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary can 
only he accredited, according to the usages of western nations, to the 
head or sovereign of the state. And it may be doubtful whether the 
court of Pekin is yet prepared to conform to these usages so far as to 
receive a minister plenipotentiary to reside near it. 

Being of opinion, however, that the commercial interests of the 
United States, connected with China, require at the present moment a 
degree of attention and vigiltmce such as there is no agent of this Gov- 
ernment on the spot to bestow, I recommend to Congress to make ap- 
propriation for the compensation of a commissioner to reside in China, 
to exercise a watchful care over the concerns of American citizens and 
for the protection of their persons and property; empowered to hold 
intercourse with the local authorities, and ready, under instructions 
from his Government, should such instructions become necessary and 
proper hereafter, to address himself to the high functionaries of the 
Empire, or through them to the Emperor himself. 

It wiU not escape the observation of Congress that, in order to secure 
the important objects of any such measure, a citizen of much intelli-^ 
gence and weight of character should be employed on such agency; 
and that, to secure the services of such an individual, a compensation 
should be made corresponding with the magnitude and importance of 
the mission. 

John Tylee. 

Washikgton, Deeeniber 30, W43. 



Messrs. Bivltards and Saalilio to the Secretary of State. 

Washington, December 14, 1842. 

Sib: The undersigned having been duly commissioned by His M^- 
esty Karaehameha III, King of all the Hawaiian Islands, to represent 
his Government and promote its interests in the United States, wish 
to call the attention of your Government to the existing relations be- 
tween the two countries. 

In the year 1826 articles of agreement, in the form of a treaty, were 
entered into between His Majesty's Government andThomas ap Cates- 
by Jones, commanding the United States sloop of war Peacock. His- 
Majesty has never received any notice of that treaty's being ratiAed, 
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nor intimation that it was approved by tlie Government of the Uuitcd 
States. His Majesty has, nevertheless, during the last sixteen years, 
governed himself by the regTilations of that treaty in all his intercourse 
with fiitiaens of the United States. 

Subsequently to the above similar forms of agreement have been 
entered into between His Majesty and offtcers commanding vessels of 
war of different nations of Europe; but, so far as is known to the un- 
dersigned, those agreements have never received the sanction of their 
several Governments. 

These facts, viewed in connection ivith their attendant circumstances, 
have led His Majesty to feel considerable embarrassment in managing 
his foreign relations, and have awakened the very strong desire that his 
Kingdom shall be/or»ia% acknowledged by the civilized nations of the 
world as a sovereign and independent State. 

His Majesty considers that this acknowledgment has already been 
tacitly but virtually made, both in the United States and Europe, by the 
appointment of consuls and commercial ageiits to reside in his domin- 
ions and by the formal manner in which the commanders of national 
vessels have transacted business with him, many of whom have profess- 
edly acted under the express instructions of their several Governments. 
But he is nevertheless of opinion that the time bas now arrived whea 
both the interests and the honor of his Kingdom demand a more formal 
acknowledgment than has hitherto been made by any foreign gov- 
ernment. It is His Majesty's request that the Government of the 
United States will take into consideration the natui-e, extent, and the 
rapidity of those changes which have taken place in his dominions dur- 
ing the last few years — changes which he has the happiness to believe 
are honorable both to his Government and to the peojjle over whom it 
rules. 

Twenty-three years ago the nation had no written language and no 
character in which to write it. The language had never been systema- 
tized nor reduced to any kind of form. The people had no acquaint- 
ance with Christianity nor with the valuable institutions or usages of 
civilized life. The nation had no fixed form or regulations of govein- 
ment, except as they were dictated by those who were in authority or 
might by any means acquire power. The rightof property was not ac- 
knowledged, and was therefore but partially enjoyed; there were no 
courts of justice and the will of the chieftains was absolute. The prop- 
erty of foreigners had no protection except in the kind (lisposition of 
individuals. But under the fostering influence, patronage, and care of 
His Majjesty and of his predecessors the language has been reduced 
to visible and systematized fbrni and is now written by a large and re- 
spectable proportion of the people. Schools have been established 
througliont his dominions and are supported principally by the Gov- 
ernmeut, and there are but few among the younger people who are 
unable to read. They have nofr, in their own language, a library, em- 
bracing a considerable variety of books on a variety of subjects, includ- 
ing the Holy Scriptures, works on natural history, civil history, church 
history, geography, political economy, m;ttliemaiics, and statute law, 
besides a number of elementary books. A regular monarchical Gov- 
ernment has been organized, of a limited and representative character, 
a translation of the constitution of which we herewith transmit, A 
code of laws, both civil and criminal, has been enacted and published. 

The legislature holds an annual meeting, for the purpose of adding 
to and amending this code. Courts of justice have been established 
and regular trials by jury required in all important cases. Foreigners 



d by Google 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 39 

of different nations have testified their coufldence in these conrts by 
bringing suits in cases where many tliousands of dollars' worth of 
property was involved, and that, too, iu cases when, with but very 
short delay, they would have been carried before the courts of other 



It has, moreover, been the uniform practice of consuls and commer- 
cial agents, resident in His Majesty's dominions, and also of all com- 
manders of national vessels visiting those dominions, to demand all 
that protection, both of persons imd property, which is demanded of 
sovereign and independent States, and this His Majesty believes has 
been duly and efiSoiently extended. WhUe, therefore, e^ is demanded 
of his Government, and all is rendered by it which is demanded of or 
rendered by the governments of sovereign and independent states, he 
feels that he has a right to expect his state to be acknowledged as 
such, and thus be formally received into the general compact of sov- 
ereign nations. In the request which His Majesty hereby makes to 
the Government of the United States, he has of course for his direct 
object the promotion of the interest of his own Kingdom, but he is also 
very &lly convinced that the important interests of all the great com- 
mercial nations will also be materially subserved by his dominions re- 
maining, as they have hitherto been, independent. 

Their position is such that they constitute the great center of the 
■whale fishery for most of the world. They are on the principal line of 
communication between the western continent of America and the east- 
em continent of Asia; and such are the prevailing winds on that ocean 
that all vessels requiring repairs or supplies, either of provisions or of 
water, naturally touch at those islands, whether the vessels sail from 
Columbia Itiver on the north, or from the far distant ports of Mezic«, 
Central America, or Peru, upon the south; -and it should be further 
added, that there is no other place in all that part of the Pacific Ocean 
where repairs of vessels can be made to so good an advantage, or sup- 
plies be obtained in such abundance, and on so favorable tei-ms. 

His Majtefty wishes also to remind the Government of the United 
States that the amount of property belonging to their citizens, which 
is either landed at or enters the various harbors or roadsteads of his 
dominions, and is consequently more or less dependent on the protec- 
tion of his Government, can not be less than from five to seven millions 
of dollars annually. This property lies in some 90 or 100 whaling 
ships and their cargoes, and in some 12 or 15 merchant vessels, besides 
also a tx)n8iderable amount of other property beloiigiiig to American 
citizens on shore. At some seasons there have been not less than three 
or four millions of dollars worth of American property, and some 1,400 
American citizens at the same time, at the various ports of the islands, 
Teqniring constantly, in some degree, the prote<;iion of His Majesty; 
and he has the happiness of believing that efftcient and satisfactory 
aid has always been extended to those who have required it. In evi- 
denee corroborative of many of the facts herein stated, the undersigned 
do not hesitate to refer to documentary evidence, wiiich they believe 
must be among the papers in your Department of State, recently fur- 
nished by masters of national vessels, but more especially by the United 
St-ates commercial agent at Honolulu. 

Hfe Majesty is also desirous tiiat there should be a definite arrange- 
ment for the settlement of any future difficulties which may unhappily 
arise and which, between sovereign and independent nations, would 
ordinarily be the subject of diplomatic correspondence. To carry into 
effect these desirable objects the undersiguetl are authorized by His 



d by Google 



40 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

Majesty Ka]nebamelia III to enter into negotiation with the authori- 
ties of the TTiiit«d States, by conventionj treaty, or otherwise, whenever 
the latter shall acknowledge the sovereignty of the former; and as evi- 
dence that the undersigned are thus authorized, they are prepared to 
present official papers from His Majesty whenever the way is open for 
them to be received. 

The undersigned will fai'ther state that they are directed to proceed 
from the TTnited States to Europe for the purpose of oLtaining from 
some of the principal governments there the same acknowledgments 
which it is the object of this letter to obtain from the Government of 
the United States. 

Accept, sir, the assurances of the high consideration with which the 
undersigned have the honor to be your obedient servants, 

TiMOTBO HAAIILIO. 

Wllliam Ejcsaeds. 
Hon. Dahiel Webster, 

Secretary of State. 



The Secretary of State to the agents of the Sand:icick Islands. 

Depabtment op State, 

WashingtMi, December 19, 1843. 

Genti^men; I have received the let1;er which you did me the honor 
to address to uie, under dat« of the 14th instant, stating that you had 
been commissioned to represent in the United States the Government 
of the Hawaiian Islands, inviting the attention of this Government to 
the relations between the two countries, and Intimating a desire for a 
recognittcn of the Hawaiian Government by that of the United States. 

Tour eoiamunieation has been laid before the President, and by him 
considered. 

The advantages of your country to the navigators in the Pacific, and 
in particular to the numerous vessels and vast tonnage of the United 
States frequenting that sea, are fully estimated; and just acknowledg- 
ments are due to the Government and inhabitants of the islands for 
their numerous acts of hospitahty to the citizens of the United States. 

The United States have regarded the existing authorities in the Sand- 
. wich Islands as a Government suited to the condition of the people, and 
resting on their own choice; and the President is of opinion that the 
interests of all the commercial nations require that that Government 
should not be interfered with by foreign powers. Of the vessels which 
visit the islands, it is known that a great majjority belong to the United 
States. The United States, therefore, are more interested in the fate 
of the islands, and of their Government, than any other nation can be; 
and this consideration induces the President to be quite willing to de- 
clare, as the sense of the Government of the United States, that the 
Government of the Sandwich Islands ought to be respected; that no 
power ought either to take possession of the islands as a conquest, or 
for the purpose of colonization, and that no power ought to seek for any 
undue control over the existing Governmant, or any exclusive privi- 
leges or preferences in matters of commerce. 

Entertaining these sentiments, the President does not see any pres- 
ent necessity for the negotiation of a formal treaty, or the apjiointment 
or reception of diplomatic characters. A consul or agent from this 
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Government will continue to reside in tlie islands. He will receive 
paxtaealat inatractions to pay just and careful attention to any claims 
or complaints which maybe brought against the Government or people 
of the islands by citizeus of the United States, and he will also be in- 
structed to receive any complaint which may be made by that Govern- 
ment for acts of individuals (citizens of the United States) on account 
of which the interference of this Qovernmeut may be requested, and to 
transmit such complaint to this Department. 

it is not improbable that this correspondence may be made the sub- 
jectof a communication to Congress, and it mil beofficiaUy made known 
to the govenimeuts of the principal oommeroial powers of Eui'ope. 
1 have the honor to be, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Dakiel WsbSTEE, 

Messrs. Timoteo Haalilio and "William Eiohaeds, 

WasMngton. 



So. 32. 



U. S. COMMBBCIAL AGENCT, 
Oahw, SoMdwich Islands, March 7, 1843: 

SiE: I have the honor to inform you of the arrival at these islands; 
of the British fl?igate Varysfort, Capt. Loi'd Geo. Paulet, on the 11th. 
ultimo, dispatched from San Bias by Admiral Thomas to inquire into i 
certain charges alleged against this Government by Mr. Charlton, latct 
English consul for these islands. Copies of the correspondence which: 
took place between Cai)t. Paulet and His Majesty the King are here- 
with inclosed. 

The nature of the demands made by Capt. Paulet were such as 
rendered it utterly impossible for the King to comply with them with- 
out completely subverting the established laws of the land and sacri- 
ficing the interests of many citizens of the United States, resident here„ 
by setting aside decisions of juries in cases in which they were inter- 
ested. In this dilemma he chose the only alternative proffered by Capt. 
Paulet, which was to cede the islands to Great Britain; accordingly a 
provisional cession was made, a copy of which I have the honor to in- 
close to you. 

I would, observe in regard to the first of the demands made by Capt. 
Panlet, that the attaclinient on the property of Mr. Charlton was 
made by virtue of a judgment rendered against him in the regular es- 
tablished courts of these islands, Tlie Government, however, fearing 
that the result of an immediate prosecution of the judgment might be 
consti'ued into an infringement on the privileges claimed by miiustere,, 
simply caused the sheriff to issue public notice that the property could 
not be transferred, by which measure the flill occupation and enjoy- 
ment of the property was secured to Mr. Charlton. Sot the shadow of 
a loss, therefore, was sustained by him in consequence of the proceed- 
ings. 

By the second demand it will b# perceived that Capt. Paulet denies . 
the right which this Government claims, in common with other nations, 
of receiving or rejecting consuls or their agents, even when good and 
sufflcient cause for rejection can be adduced, 

The punishment of foreigners who have committed crimes by putting 
them in irons has only occasionally been resorted to, to prevent oft'end- 
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ers from leaving the port; indeeii so slack has the Government 1] 
in awarding punishment to merited offenders (foreigners) that I have 
formally declared to the governor of this Island that, unless some le- 
tbrm should take place in that particular, I should foci it my duty to 
represent it to Com. Jones of the Pacific squadron. 

The promise made by the King to Capt. Jones, referred to in the 
fourth demand, has been moat religioasly complied with, and the par- 
ties interested in the matter having voluntarily left their case with 
Sir George Simpson as arbitrator, the business has been fully and de- 
finitely settled, and is now only brought forward among other equally 
frivolous charges in order to swell the amount of "grievances" of Brit- 
ish subjects. 

In an interview between Mr. Simpson and the King, after he had 
formally acceded to the demands made by Cap't. Paulet, he, Mr. Simpson, 
demanded that new trials should be granted in every instance in which 
decisions had been made affecting British subjects, since Mr. Charlton, 
the late consul, left, and this he contended was granted him by the 
King in acceding to the two last demands made by Capt, Paulet. The 
King, overwhelmed with this and similarunjust and exorbitant demands, 
gave up in despair. The final result of the business terminated in the 
provisional cession of the islands, before referred to. 

I have thus briefly reviewed the character of the " demands" made 
on this Government by Capt. Paulet under the direction of Mr. Simpson ; 
of the injustice of them no one conversant with the facts for a moment 
doubts. 

I would observe in passing that Lord Paulet is a young man of whose 
intellectual capacities very little can be said, and could the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain be induced to send out a commission for the 
purpose of instituting an inquiry into the causes which led him to pur- 
sue the course he has, the result would by no means be creditable to 
him. Such a commission the King most devoutly wishes might be sent, 
and it is intended, I learn, to solicit the Governments of France and the 
United States to use their influence in bringing it about. 

The geographical situation of the islands is such as to render it 
highly desirable that they should be neutral and their ports accessible 
at all times, in peace or war, by vessels of evwy nation. 

Of their value to American interests the Department must be fully 
aware from repeated communications and returns from this agency, 

A census of American citizens resident at these islands taken under 
my direction gives the Jiumber of 404, a large proportion of which are 
more or less interested in landed property, and they are not a little 
solicitous as to the national character they shall have to assume in 
order to retain their estates, should the islands become British terri- 
tory. So, also, in regard to the titles of their estates, a majority of 
which are held simply by the right of gift from some chief, now de- 
ceased, to some person, also deceased, and from whom the estate has 
passed without that formality which an English court of law would 
deem requisite in order to establish a valid title. 

It will be perceived on refening to the King's letter of February 18, 
(No. 7) to Capt. Paulet, that he complies with his demands only under 
protest; this was undoubtedly done -with the hope of exciting the sym- 
pathies of foreign governments, but are there not other considerations 
which should induce the Government of the United States to exert its 
influence to secure the recognition of the independence of these islands 
by the European powers. 
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Tlie subject is, indeed, one wliicli deserves the profound coneidera 
tjou of the Goveniinent. 

The British commissioners have assessed an additioniQ duty of 1 per 
cent on all merchandise imported after tliis date. 
I have the honor to "be, etc., 

"Wm. Hooper, 
Acting U, 8. Gomniercial Agent. 
To the Hon. Danibl Webstee, 

y of (State, Washmgto>i City. 



Hee Bbitamnio Majesty's Ship Caetsfoet, 

Woahoo, February 11, 1843. 
Snt; Having arrived at this port, in her Britannic Majesty's ship 
Carysfort, under my command, for the purpose of affording protection 
to British subjects, as likewise to support the position of Her Britannic 
Majesty's representative here, who has received repeated insults from 
the Government authorities at these islands, respecting which it is my 
intention to communieat* only with the King in person. 

I require to have immediate information by return of the ofncer con- 
veying this dispatch whether or not the King (in consequence of my 
arrival) has been notified that his presence will be required here, and 
the earliest day on which he may be expected, as otherwise I shall be , 
compelled to proceed to his residence, in the ship under my command, 
for the purpose nf communicating with him. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Geokge Paulet, 
Captain. 
To Kekuanoa, 

Governor of Woahoo, etc. 



[Translated hj G. P. Judd, translator to the GoTemwent.] 

HONOLULTT, Oaht, February 11, 1843. 
Salutations to you. Lord George Paulet, captain of Her Britannic 
M^esty's ship Garysfort. 

I have received your letter by the hand of the ofBcer, and, Witt 
respect, imform you that we have not as yet sent for the King, as we 
wei'e not informed of the business, but, having learned from your com- 
munication that you wish him sent for, I will search for a vessel and 
send. . , . 

He is at WaUukn, on the eastern side of Maui. In case the wind is 
favorable he may be expected in sis days. 
Yours, with respect, 

M. Kekuanoa. 



Hee Britannic JIajbsty's Ship Oaetsport, 

Honolulu Harbor, February 16, 1843. 
Sm : I have the honor to acquaint your Majesty of the arrival in this 
port of Her Britaunic Majesty's ship, under my command, and, aeeord- 
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ing to my inetructions, I am desirett to demand a private interview 
with, you, to wMch I shall proceed with a proper and competent inter- 
preter. I therefore request to be informed at what Lour to-morrow it 

will be convenient for your M^eaty to grant me that interview. 
I have the honor to remain your Maijesty's 

Most obedient and humble servant, 

Geo. Patjlbt, 

Captain. 
To His Majesty KLamehameha III. 



noNOLiTLiT, February 17, 1.843. 

Salutations to you, Lord George Paulet, Captain of Her Britannic 
Majesty's ship Carysfort. 

Sib: We have received your communication of yesterday's date, and 
must decline having any private interview, particularly under the cir- 
cumstances which you propose. We shall be ready to receive any 
written communication &om you to-morrow, and will give it due con- 
sideration. 

In case you have business of a private nature, we will appoint Dr. 
Judd our confidential agent te confer with you, who, being a person of 
integrity and fidelity to our Government^ and perfectly acquainted with 
an our affairs, will receive your communications, give you all the infor- 
mation you require (in confidence), and rejiort the same to us. 
With respect, 

KAJfEHAMEHA III, 

Kekatjlouhi, 
I hereby certify the above to be a faithful translation, 

G. P. Judd, 
Translator and Interpreter for the Government. 



Her Beitaknic Majesty's Ship Oaetspoet, 

Woahoo, February 17, 1843. 
Sni: In answer to your letter of this day's date {which I have too 
good an opinion of your majesty to allow me to believe ever emanated 
from yourself, but from your ill-advisers) I have to state that I shall hold 
no communication whatever with Dr. G. P. Judd, who, it has been satis- 
factorily proved to me, has been the punic mover in the unlawful pro- 
ceedings of your Government against British subjects. 

As you have refiised me a personal interview, I inclose you the de- 
mands which I consider it my duty to make upon your Giovernmeut, 
with which I demand a compliance at or before 4 o'clock p. m. to-morrow 
(Saturday); otherwise I shall be obUged to take immediate coercive 
steps to obtain these measures for my countrymen. 
I have the honor to be your majesty's most obedient, humble servant, 
Geo. Paulet, 

Captain. 
His Majesty KAMBHAMEnA in. 
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Demand made by the Right Honorable Lord George Paulet, captain, M. 
Jf., comfaa/ading Her Brittmnio M. Skip Carys/ort, v/pon the King of the 
Sandwich Islands. 

First. The immediate removal ty public advertisement, written in 
the native and English languages and signed by the governor of this 
island and ¥. W. Thompson, of the attachment placed upon Mr. Charl- 
ton's property, the restoration of the land taken by the Government 
for its own nse and really appertaining to Mr. Charlton, and reparation 
for the heavy loss to which Mr. Ohanton'a representatives have been 
exposed by the oppressive and unjust proceediugs of the Sandwich 
Island Government. 

Second. The immediate acknowledgment of the right of Mr. Simp- 
son to perform the functioDS delegated to him by Mr. Chariton, namely, 
those of Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul until Her Eritannio 
Majesty's pleasure be known upon the reasonablness of your objections 
to him, the acknowledgment of that right, and the reparation for the 
insult offered to Her Majesty through her acting representative, to be 
made by a public reception of his commission and the saluting the 
British flag with twenty-one guns, which number will be returned by 
Her Britannic Majesty's ship under my command. 

Third. A guarantee that no British subject shall in future be sub- 
jected to imprisonment infetters, unless he is accused of a crime which 
by the laws of England would be considered a felony. 

Fourth. The compliance with a wiitten promise given by King 
Kamehameha to Capt. Jones, of Her Britannic Majesty's ship Gura- 
coa, that a new and a fair trial would be granted in a ease brought by 
Henry Skinner, which promise has been evaded. 

Fifth. ITie immediate adoption of firm steps to airange the matters 
in dispute between British subjects and natives of the country or 
others residing here, by referring these eases to jnries, one-half of 
whom shall be British subjects, approved of by the consul, and all of 
whom shall declare on oath their freedom fcom prejudgment upon or 
interest in tlie case brought before them. 

Sixth. I direct communication between His M^qesty Kamehameha 
and her Britannic Majesty's acting consul for the immediate settlement 
of all cas^ of grievance and complaint on the part of British subjects 
against the Sandwich Island Government. 

Oated on board her Britannic Majesty's ship at Woahoo this 17th 
day of February. 

George Patjlet, 



Salutations to Eight Honorable Lord George Paulet, captain of Her 
Britannic Majesty's ship Curysfort. 

"VVe have received your letter and the demands which accompanied, 
and in reply would inform your lordship that we have commissioned 
Sir George Simpson and William Eichards as our ministers plenipo- 
tentiary and envoys extraordinary to the court of Great Britain, 
witli fi:dl powers to settle the difflculties which you have pr^ented be- 
fore us ; to assure Her Majesty the Queen of our uninterrupted aifection 
and confer with her ministers as to the best means of cementing the 
harmony between us. 

Some of the demands which you have laid before us, are of a nature 
calculated seriously to embarrass our feeble Government, by contraven- 
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ing tlie laws established for the beuefit of all. But we shall comply 
with your demands as it has never been our inteutiou to insult Her 
Meyesty the Queen or injure any of her estimable subjects; but we . 
must do so under protest, and shall embrace the earliest opportunity 
of representing our case more fully to her Britannic Majesty's Gov- 
ernment tiirough our ministry. 

Trusting in the magnanimity of the sovereign of a great nation 
whom we have been taught to respe.ct and love, that we sliall there be 
justified. 

Waiting your farther order with sentiments of respect, 

KA3rEHAMEHA. 

Kekauluohi. 

I hereby certify the above to be a faithful translation. 

a. p. JUDD, 
Translator for the Oovermnent. 



Hee Beitawnic Majesty's Sh!P Oaeysport, 

Woahoq, February 18, 184,3. 
Snt: I have had the honor to acknowledge Tour M^esty's letter of 
this day's date, wherein yon intimate your intention of complying with 
my demands, wliieh I have considered my duty to make on Tour 
Majesty's Government, I appoint the hour of 2 tfclock this afternoon 
for the interchange of salutes, and I shall expect that you wifl inform 
me at what hour on Monday you will be prepared to receive myself 
and Her Britannic Majesty's Representative. 
I have the honor to he Your Majesty's most obedient humble servant, , 

George Paulet, Caj^tain, 
His Mfgesty Tawuhameha III. 



Honolulu, Oahu, Fehruary 18, 1843. 
Salutations to Lord George Paulet, captain of Her Britannic Majesty's 
ship Garysfort. 

I have received your communication and make known to you that I 
will receive yonrself and Her Britannic Majesty's representative on 
Monday, the 20th of Febmary, at 11 o'clock a. m. 
Yours respectfully, 

KAMBnAStEHA III. 
I hereby certify the above to be a faithful translation. 

G. P. JUDD, 

Translator for the Government. 



Hee Beitannic Majesty's Ship Caeysfobt, 

Woakoo, February 17, 1843. 
SiE: I have the honor to notify you that Her Britannic Majesty's 
ship Garysfort, under my command, wil! be prepared to make an im- 
mediate attack upon this town at 4 p. m. to-morrow (Saturday) in the 
event of the demands now forwarded by me to the King of these islands 
not being complied with by this time. 
I have tJie honor to be, etc., 

Qeokgb Paijlet, 

Captain. 
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CAPTAIN Long, 

Commanding TJ. 8. 8. Boston, Honolulu: 
Where are you, chiefs, people and commons from my ancestor, and 
people from foreign lands! 

Hear ye ! I make Icuown to you that I am in perplexity by reason of 
difticnlties into -which I liave been brought withont cause; therefore, I 
have given away the life of our laud, hear ye ! But my rule over you, 
my people, and your privileges will continue, for I have hope that the 
life of the land will be restored when my conduct is justified. 
Done at Honolulu, Oahu, this twenty- fifth day of February, 1843. 
Kambhameha III 
Kekauluohi. 
Witness, 

John D. Paalua. 

I hereby certify the above to be a faithful translation. 

Or. P. JUDD, 

Recorder and Translator /or Government. 



In consequence of the difficulties in which we find ourselves involved, 
and our opinion of the impossibility of complying with the demands in 
tlie manner in which they are made by Her Britannic Majesty's rep- 
resentative upon us, in reference to the claims of British subjects, we 
do hereby cede the group of islands known as the Hawaiian {or Sand- 
wich) Islands, unto the Eight Honorable Lord George Paulet, captain 
of her Britannic Majesty's ship of war Carysfort, representing Her 
Majesty, Victoria, Qneen of Great Britaiu and Ireland, from this date, 
and for the time being: the said cession being made with the reserva- 
tion that it is subject to any arrangements that may have been entered 
into by the representatives appointed by us to treat with the Govern- 
ment of Her Britiaiinae Majesty; and in the event that no agreement 
has been executeil previous to the date hereof subject to the decision of 
Her Britannic Majesty's Government on conference with the said repre- 
restmtatives appointed by us; or in the event of our representatives 
not being accesBible, or not having been acknowledged, subject to the 
decision which Her Britannic Majesty may pronounce on the receipt of 
full informatioii from us, and from the Eight Honorable Lord George 
Panlet. 

In confirmation of the above we hereby afBx our names and seals 
this twenty-fifth day of February, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
n;i!n1 i'igiit hundred and forty-three, at Honolulu, Oahu, Sandwich 
Islands. 

Kambhameha III. 
Kekauluohi. 

Signed iu the presence of— 

G. P. JUDD, 
Recorder and Translator /or the Government. 
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A pro-riaional cession of the Hawaiiain or Sandwich Mauds having 
^been made tliis day by Kamehamelia ni, King, and Kebauluolii, pre- 
■'loier thereof, uvito mej tlie Eight Honorable Lord George Paulet, coni- 
imaiiding Her Britannic Majesty's slilp Carysfort, on the part of Her 
'Britannic Majesty, Victoria, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland ; sab- 
.ject to arrangements which may have been made or ehall be made in 
;Great Britain with the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, I do 
ihereby proclaim. 

First. That the British flag shall be hoisted on aU the islands of the 
.'group, and tlie natives thereof shall enjoy the protection and privileges 
of British sabjects. 

Second. That the government thereof shall be executed, nntU the 
receipt of communications from Great Britain, in the following manner, 
namely: By the native King and chiefs and the officers employed by 
them, 80 far as regards the native population, and by a commission con- 
sisting of King Kamehameha III, or a deputy appointed by him, the 
Bight Hoiiorabfe Lord George Paulet; Duncaji Porbes Mackay, esquire, 
and Lieut. FrerejE-H., in all that concerns relations with other powers 
" (save and except the negotiations with the British Government), and 
the arrangements among foreigners (others tliau natives of the Archi- 
pelago) resident on these islands. 

Third. That the laws at present existing or which may be made at 
the ensuing council of the king and chiefs (after being communicated 
to the commission) shall be in ihU force so far as natives are concerned; 
and shall form the basis of the administration of justice by the com- 
mission in matters between foreigners r^ident on these islands. 

Fourth. In all that relates to the collection of the revenue, the 
present officers shall be continued at the pleasure of the native King- 
and chiefs, their salaa-ies for the current year being also determined by 
them, and the archives of Goverment remaining in their hands; the 
accounts are, however, subject to inspection by the commission hereto- 
fore named. The Government vessels shall be in. like manner subject, 
however, to their employment if required for Her Britannic Majesty's 



Fifth. Tliat no sales, leases, or transfers of land shall take place by 
the action of the commission appointed as aforesaid, nor from natives to 
foreigners, during the period intervening between the 24th of this 
month and the receipt of notification from Great Britain of the arrange- 
ments made there; they shall not be valid, nor shall they receive the 
signatures of tlie King and premier. 
.-Sixth. All the existing and bona Me engagements of the native King 
and premier shall be executed and performed as if this cession had 
never been made. 

Given under my hand this 25th day of February, in the year of our 
Lord 1843 at Honolulu, Oahu, Sandwich Islands. 

Geoeg-e Paui-et, 
Captam of H, B. M. 8. Carys^ort. 
Signed in the presence of 

G. P. JUDB, 

Recoriisr and Interpreter to the Government, 

Albxe. Simpson, 
jff. B, M, Aeting Consul, 
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No. 23. 

U. S. Commercial A»enot, 
Oahu, Sandwich Islands, Ma/rch 11, 1843, 
Sib: The documentherewitb inclosed has been received at this office 
from His Majesty tlie King of these islands, with a request that it be 
forwarded to the President of the United States by the earliest oppor- 
tunlcy. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, etc., 

Wm. Hooper, 
Acting JT. S. Commercial Agmt, 
Hou. Daniel "Webster, 

Secretary of State, Washington City. 

[Inolosure in No. 23. — Translation,] 

Kamehameha ITT, native King of the Sandwich Island, to Eis HxceUeney 
John Tyler, the President of the United States of America. 

Great and Good Friend: In trouble and difficulty we present for 
consideration to the Piesident the unfortunate situation in which we 
and our Government are placed. 

Demands upon ua unsustained by the acknowledged laws of nations 
and unfounded in justice were for the first time presented by Lord 
George Paulet, captain of Her British Majjesty's ship Ca/rysfort, then 
lying in the harbor of Honolulu, with a threat of coercive measures 
in ease of noncompliance within nineteen hours. Our proposals for 
discussion and negotiation through our principal adviser were declined 
with rudeness, and we were compelled without a bearing to yield to 
demands which we believed to be arbitrary and unjust eis regards our- 
selves, oppressive and illegal as regards foreign residents. 

We have been compelled to acknowledge an acting consul of Her Brit- 
annic M^esty against whom there were positive objections susceptible 
of explicit proof, without the grounds of our refusal being heard or con- 
sidered. The acknowledged consul of Her Britannic Majesty had sud- 
denly and secretly withdrawn from these islands without soliciting an 
iaterview or giving us any sort of notice of his intentions previous to 
his departure. After his departure, we received notice that he had 
delegated his consular fiinctions to Alexander Simpson, who was a 
known and declared enemy of our Government, who haid openly insulted 
the ciiief magistrate of this island and other high officers of our appoint- 
ment, who had publicly threatened to involve us in difficulties, and 
whose recognition as consular agent was protested against by two 
British subjects who represented l^e chief commercial interests in these 
islands. 

Compliance has been compelled with demands, violating the obliga- 
tions of contracts and contravening laws for the collection of debts, 
which have been established for the genei-al benefit in accordance with 
the statutes of civilized nations, by compelling ua to annul the decision 
of jtiri^ after the cases had been dismissetl, and to grant new trials 
contrary to law, and by compelling us to remove attachments levied by 
one British resident on the property of another in due course of law 
and under the usual formalities- 
Precluded from negotiation and unable to repel by force, we yielded 
to these requisitions, under protest, of eutbracing the earliest opportu- 
nity of representing them more fully to Her Britannic Majesty. 
S. Es. 77 4 
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Conipliatice having been tlius procured to the foregoing demands, 
others were preferred by Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul (now 
acknowledged) morennjust, exorbitant and arbitrary; claims for heavy 
indemnities where no damage was proven, and only alleged on frivo- 
lous pretexts, and demands for damages in a case still pending under 
the previous protest to Her Britannic Majesty. We were called upon 
to violate every principle of equity, by setting aside the decision of 
juries inseverfd eases without any just cause being pretended why new 
trials should be granted; these demands were enforced at private in- 
terviews between ourselves, his lordship and Her Britannic Majesty's 
acting consul. The subject was only verbally canvassed, written ne- 
gotiationa were positively refused, and even written statements and 
proof and copies of the claims preferred were denied. The only alter- 
native offered us were immediate resolve t« violate the laws by acts 
illegal and oppressive, immediate admission and payment of claims to 
indemnity so loosely supported, or immediate hostilities. 

Without force to resist hostilities, without resources to meet the 
payment of the heavy ijidemnities demanded, and firmly resolved to 
support law and justice, we adopted the only peacefal alternative left, 
to tbrow ourselves upon the generosity of the British nation by a con- 
ditional cession of these islands to Her Britannic Majesty. To have 
awaited hostilities would have been to expose to destruction the prop- 
erty and jeopardize the lives of a large number of foreign residents 
who are American citizens; to have complied with the demands urged 
would have been to sanction oppressive and illegal acts affecting the 
rights and prospects of American citizens also, and an open violation 
of the stipulations with the United States in 1826. 

Placed in difficulties &om which we could not extricate ourselves 
with honor and justice, compelled to immediate decision, and threat- 
ened with immediate hostilities we have, with the advice and consent 
of our chiefe, signed with a lieavy hand and many tears the deed of 
provisional cession and have permitted the British flag to be planted 
in all onr islands, but under the gnus of a frigate and at the point of 
the bayonet. 

Belying on the magnanimity and firmness of the United States, we 
appeal to the President to interpose the high Influence of the United 
States with the court of England to grant us an impartial hearing and 
procure us justice, to induce Her British Majesty to withdraw from the 
sovereignty of these islands and leave us as we have been — an inde- 
pendent government supported in our right. 

We have labored to civilize and improve our islands; we have 
adopted the laws of the United States and of Britain ; we have appointed 
upright and capable American citizens and British subjects to offices 
of trust and responsibility, in order that their fiinctions might be exer- 
cised with energy and fidelity; we have adopted all suggestions which 
woidd tend to put the commercial intercourse of American citizens 
with us upon the best footing; we have been gratified with the large 
and increasing number of American residents. We confidently appeal 
to the Americans on these islands engaged in mercantile and commer- 
cial pursuits to testify to the honesty of our intentions and our capa- 
bilities for self-government, and we acknowledge them to have been 
the most consistent and efficient supporters of our Government. 

We look to the United States witii peculiar feelings of r^pect and 
gratitude. To the benevolence and enterprise of that great people we 
owe the introduction of the Christian religion, of eiviUzation and laws 
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of conmierce aud agriculture, and the large and respectable number of 
our foreign residents. 

We ask of you to secure and preserve the great interests common to 
us and you, and arrest the course of events so prejudicial to both; and 
we shall never cease to be grateful for your aid. 

And we pray to the Almighty God to have your excellency, our great 
and good friend, in his most holy keeping. 

Written at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, Hawaiian (Sandwich) Islands, 
this 10th day of March, anno Domini one thousand eight hundred and 
forty three. 



By your good friend. 



KAMEHAMEHA III. [SEAL.] 

Premier Kekatjltjohi. [seal.] 



Ho. 28.] "U. S. Commercial Agency, 

Sandwich Islands, August 15, 1843. 

SiE : I have the honor to announce to you the arrival at this port, on 
the 26th ultimo, of H. B. M, Frigate Dublin, from Talpao, and of the 
restoration of the sovereignty of this group of islands to His Majesty 
the King thereof by Hear Admiral Thomas. 

It appears that the acts of Oapt. Paulet were entirely unauthorized by 
the British Government, or the commander of the British naval force 
in the Pacific, 

The U. 8. Ship ComtelUiUon arrived at these Islands sometime prior 
to the restoration of the Hawaiian flag by Admiral Thomas, and Com. 
Kearny receiving ofBcial information from me of the transaction of 
Capt. Paulet issued a protest, a copy of which is herewith inclosed. 

The protest of the King against Lord Paulet, A, and the declaration 
of Admiral Thomas, Doc. C, are herewith inclosed for the information 
of the State Department. 

The restoration of the Government of these islands to the native 
chiefs is as gratifying to the American residents here as it must be to 
the Government of the United States. 

With sentiments of the highest consideration, etc. 

Wm. Hooper, 
Acting If, S. Commercial Agent. 

Hon. Daniel Websxeb, 

Secretary of State, WasMngton. 



Know all men that, according to private instructions given to our 
deputy, he on the 10th of May, issued a jjrotest on our behalf iu the fol- 
lowing words: 

"Whereas the undersigned wa-a, by commission dated February 27, 
1843, apxK)inted deputy for His Majesty Kamehameha III to the British 
Commission for the Government of tlie Saudwich Islands, under the pro- 
visional cession thereof unto Her Most Gracious Majesty Victoria, 
Queen of the United Kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland; 

" And whereas in the prosecution of business by the commissioners 
many acts have been passed and consummated affecting the interests of 
foreigners residing on the islands, and by acts which virtually abrogate - 
the bona fide obligations of the Government existing at the period of 
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the provisional cession, to wbich acts the said Kamebameha III did 
refuse through me, his deputy; 

" And whereas, by an order issued April 27, 18i3, to the acting gover- 
nor of Oahu, and hj subsequent orders dat«d May 8, 1843, issued to all 
the governors of these Sandwich Islands, the commissioners, to wit, 
the Et. Hon. Lord George Panlet, captain of H. B. M ship Ca/rysfort, 
and iiieut. John Frere, E. N,, did virtually abrogate one of the exist- 
ing laws of these islands by forbidding the imprisonment of persons 
found guilty of fornicatioD, except in certain cases not speciiied in the 
laws, as will appear more fttUy npon reference to said orders, violating 
thereby the solemn compact entered into under the provisional cession ; 

" Now, therefore, be it known to all men that I, the said deputy for 
the said King Kamehameha III, do by these presents enter this ray 
most solemn protest against the acts, especially those above recited, of 
the said commissioners, which have not the signature and approbation 
of me, the said deputy, as will appear more fully upon reference to the 
records of said commission. 

"And I do hereby most solemnly protest against the said Et. Hou. 
Lord George Paulet and Lieut. Prere, commissioners aforesaid, and all 
others whom it may concern, holding them responsible for their viola- 
tion of the solemn compact or treaty entered into on the 35th day of 
February, 1843. 

"G. P. JUDD, 

^^for the King, 
" HoNOLTiT^u, Oahu, Sahdwice Islands, May 10, 1843." 

On the next day our deputy withdrew from the British commission 
by the following document, acting in our place and stead: 

" Whereas the undersigned deputy for the King Kamehameha III 
did, on the 10th day of May, instant, enter his protest against certain 
acts of the British commission for the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands ; 

"And whereas the undersigned has been verbally informed this day 
by the Et. Hon. Lord George Paulet and Lieut. Frere that one of the 
laws as made at the recent Council of the King and Chiefs, viz, ' A 
law for the licensing of pnblie auctioneers,' shall not go into opera- 
tion; 

"And whereas it now appearing evident to the undersigned that 
the terms of the compact or treaty entered into on the 25th February, 
1843, will not in future be respected by the British commission; 

"Therefore be it known to all men that I, the said deputy, do by 
these pi-esents resign my seat in the said commission, thereby with- 
drawing the said King Kamehameha III from aU future responsibili- 
ties in the acts of the said commission. 

"Done at Oahu Sandwich Islands, at the offlce of the British com- 
mission for the Government of the Sandwich Islands, this lltb day of 
May, A. D 1843. 

"G. P. JUDD, 

^^Seputyfor the KingJ' 

"We therefore publicly make known that we, Kamehameha III, the 
King, fully approve and acknowledge the protest and withdrawal of 
our deputy as our own, and declare that we will no more sit with the 
British commissioners, or be responsible for any act of theirs which 
may encroach on the rights of foreigners. 
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The Et.Hoit, Lord George Paulet and his Lieutenant, -ToliuFrcre, hav- 
iag enlisted eoldiere under the titleof "the Qaeen'aKegiment", maiBtaiu- 
jngthemasa standing army out of funds appropriated by us for the 
payment of our just debts, which expense we consider quite uncalled 
for and useless ; they having fnfore«d their demand for the payment 
of the money by a threat of deposing from his trust an officer of the 
treasury, although contrary to the orders of the King and premier to 
him, made known to the British Commissioners ; 

By these oppressions, by the trial of natives for alleged offenses 
against the native (iovernment, cases which come not properly under 
tlieir cognizance, and by their violating the la ^s which, by the treaty, 
were to have been held sacred until we hear from England; we are 
oppressed and injured, and feel confident that all good men will sym- 
pathize with us in our present state of distress; and now we protest 
in the face of all men against all such proceedings both towards our- 
selves and foreigners, subjects of other governments, on the part of 
the Et. Hon. Lord George Paulet, captam of H, B. ship Carys/ort, 
and his lieutenant, John Prore, B. N., and take the world to witness 
that they have broken Mth with us. 

Laraina Maui, Sakowich Islands, June 34, 18d3. 

By me, (Signed) Kahehambha IEI. 

By me, (Signed) Kbeauluohi, 

Fremier, 



His Majesty KAMEHAllCBHA HI, 

King of the Sandwich Islwnds: 

In the name and on behalf of the people of the United States of 
America and their Government, which the undersigned has the liojior 
to represent, and in order to explain clearly for the information of all 
concerned is issued a protest. 

Whereas a provisional cession of the Hawaiian or Sandwich Islands 
was made by His Majjesty Karaehameha HI and Kekauluohi, premier 
thereof, unto the Hon, George Paulet, commanding Her Britannic 
Majesty's stiip Oarysfnrt {to wit) on the 25tli day of Febniaiy, 1843, 
and whereas, the United States' interests and those of their citizens 
resident on the aforesaid Hawaiian Islands are deeply involved in a 
seizure of His Majesty's G^)veminent under the circumstances; as well 
as in the act of the aforesaid King and premier acceding thereto under 
protest or otherwise, to affect the interests before cited: Now, there- 
fore, be it known that I solemnly protest against every act and measure 
in the premises; and do declare that fii>m and after the day of said 
cession until the termination of the pending negotiations between His 
M^jesty's envoys and the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, 1 hold 
His Majesty Kamehameha III and Capt. Lord George Paulet answer- 
able for any and every act, by widch a citizen of the United States 
resident as aforesaid shall be restrained in his just and undisputed 
rights and privileges, or who may suffer inconvenience or losses, or be 
forced to submit to any additional charges on imports or other revenue 
matters, or exactions in regard to the administration of any municipal 
laws whatevei' enacted by the "Commission" eonsistiugof His Majesty 
King Kamehameha III, or his deputy of the aforesaid islands and the 
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Eight Hon. Lord George .Paulet, Duncan Forbes Macfeay, esq., and 
Lieut, Johu Frere, E. N. 

UivBii under my liand ou board the TJ, S. Ship OomteUaUon, at 
anchor off Honolulu, Oalin, this llth day of July, 1843. 

Lawrence Keaknbt, 
Commander-in-Chief of the TJ. 8. Wavalforec in theJEast Indies. 



Her Beitannic Majesty's Snrp Dublin, 

OffSomluln, July 36, 1843. 
Sir: It beingmy desire to obtain the honor of a personal interview 
with His Mnjesty King Kamehamelia III, for the purpose of confer- 
ring with Hts Majesty ou the subject of the provisioual cession of his 
dominions, I have to request that you will be pleased to intimate my 
wishes to His Majesty in order that he may appoint the time and place 
where such interview may be held. 

I have the houor to be, air, your most obedient humble servant, 
EicHAED Thomas, 
Rear Admiral and Commander-in- Chief of H. B. M. 
Ships and Vessels in the Paoijic. 
To Kekuanaoa, 

Governor of Oahu. 



[Witli Mr. Hooper'a No. 28.J 
DECLARATION. 

Of Bear-Admiral Tliomas, Commander in Chief of Ser Britannic 
Majesty's sAip and vessels in tlte Pacific, in relation to ike events which 
transpired at the Sandwich Islands, and consequmi upon the visit of 
Ser Britannic Majesty's Ship Carysfort in February, 1843. 

To King Kaihehasieha III abd the Principal Chiefs op the 
Sandwich Islands: Immediately that the commander in chief was 
made acquainted in Valparaaio iu Junejl843, of the provisional cession 
of the Hawaiian Islands nnto the Eight Honorable Lord George Paulet, 
as the then aud there representative of Hei- Majesty, Queen Victoria, 
he hastened to the spot to make himself fully acijuainted with all the 
circumstances and, if possible, the motives which led to such an un- 
looked for event. 

His first duty on arrival was to seek a personal interview with His 
Majesty Eamehamehain, and to ascertain whether these difficulties 
iu which he found himself involved, and the opinion which His Majesty 
appeared to entertain of the impossibility of complying with certain 
requisitions which had been made, were so utterly insurmountable aa 
to call upon him to renounce the sovereignty of these islands for the 
time being, likewise whether the cession was a free unbiased and un- 
solicited act of sovereign power. 

The rear-admiral having ascertained that the difficulties to which al- 
■ lusion is made in the deed of cession might be surmounted, having con- 
vinced His Majesty that he had not properly understood the principles 
of justice and good fitith which invariably guide the councils of Her 
M^eety, the Queen of Great Britain, in all ttieir deliberations, partie- 
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ulftrlyrcspectiDg their relations witli foreign powers, and tbat wlienever 
it becomes necessary to vindicate the rights of British subjects or re- 
dress their wrongs the goveruinent scrupulously respects those rights 
which are vested in all nations in an equal degree, whether they be 
powerful or weak, making it, therefore, a rule not to resort to force un- 
til every expedient for anaraicable adjustment has failed, having, more- 
over, learned that His Mfy^ty entertained the hope that his coudact 
was capable of justification, and that such justification he thought 
would restore to him the authority he had ceded under supposed diffi- 
culties, and having, moreover, assured His Majesty that whilst it 
is the earnest desire of the Government of Great Britain to cul- 
tivate by every means a good understanding with every independ- 
ent nation, and to prevent any of its subjects from injuring those 
of other sovereigns, either in person or property, wherever they 
may be located, and that when it can be avoided rather than 
urge compliance with demands which are hkely to embarrass a feeble 
Government, its object is to foster and even assist by kind advice or 
good ofBces such as may be disposed to seek its friendly interposition, 
requiring in return only equal privileges for such British residents as 
may have been granted to the subjects of the most favored nation. 
Lastly, His Majesty has given his assent to new proposals submitted 
to hjm for the amicable adjustment of the i>ending differences which 
led to the temporsiry cession of his authority. The commander-in-chief 
of Her Britannic Majesty's ships and vessels in the Pacific, for the 
reasons herein stated and as the highest local representative of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, hereby declares and makes manifest that he does 
not accept of the provisional cession of the Hawaiian Islands, made 
on the 25th day of February, 1843, but that he considers His Majesty 
Kamehameha III the legitimate King of those islands, and he assures 
His MEgesty that the sentiments of his Sovereign towards him are those 
of unvarying friendship and esteein, that Her Majesty sincerely deaires 
King Kamehameha to be treated as an independent sovereign, leaving 
the administration of justice in his own hands, the faithful discharge 
of which will promote his happiness and the prosperity of his do- 



Although it is the dnty of every sovereign and his ministers and 
counselors to do all in their power to prevent any of their subjects 
from injuring those of any other nation residing among them; nay 
more, that he ought not to permit foreigners to settle in his territory 
unless he engages to protect them as his own subjects, and to afford 
them perfect security as far as regards himself; yet Great Britain wiU 
not consider the public character of the legitimate sovereign of a state 
but recently emerged from barbarism, under the fostering care of eiv- 
ilized nations, as at all implicated by the aggression of some of his sub- 
jects, provided the Government does not directly or indirectly sanction 
any acts of partiality or injustice, either by conniving at whilst they 
are planning or being executed or by allowing the perpetrators to re- 
main unpunished. 

If, unfortunately, a case should occur in which there is an evasion or 
denial of justice on the part of the Government towards British sub- 
jects, the course to be pursued is clear, and it would then be the duty 
of the commander-in chief, in such case of real grievance which shall 
remain unredressed, to obtain that which bad faith and injustice have 
denied. 

The commander-in-chief confidently hopes that this act of restora- 
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tion to the free exercise of his sovereign authority wiQ be reeeiYCd by 
the King of the Sandwich Islands as a most powerful and convinciug 
proof, not only of the responsibiUty he is under to render immediate 
reparation for real wrongs committed upon British subjects or their 
property, but also of the importance which attaches to the maintenance 
of those iriendly and reciprocally advantageous relations which have 
for so many years subsiflted between the two nations; and he fiirther 
hopes that neither His Majesty nor his successors will ever forget that 
to the illustrious circumnavigator Capt. Cook, as the first discoverer, 
the inhabitants of the Sandwich Islands owe their admission into the 
great family of civilized man, and from the lips of Vancouver (another 
Englishman) Kamehameha I heard mention for the first time of the 
true God, which ultimately led to the abrogation of a false worship, 
idolatry, and human sacrifices, and by the well-directed energies, the 
ceaseless perseverance of the American missionaries to the establish- 
ment of a religion pure and undeflledj accompanied by the advantages 
of instruction and civilization, the which combined and duly cultivated 
bring in their train security of life and property, social order, mental 
and moral improvement, internal prosperity, and the respect as well as 
good will of other nations more advanced in the knowledge of the true 
&ith and the science of good government. 

Blessings and advantages of this nature the government of Great 
Britain is desirous of increasing and promoting among the inhabitants 
of the Sandwich Islands by every honorable and praiseworthy means 
In its power, and thus to enEst the sympathies of the sovereign and 
his ministers on the side of justice, which is the basis of all society 
and the surest bond of aU commerce. 

Given on board Her Britannic Majesty's ship DuMin, at Honolulu, 
island of Oahu, this thirty-first day of July, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-three. 

ElCHAED ThOSIAS. 



No. 1.] Dbpabtmeht of State, 

WasMngton, IStli March, 1843. 
Sib : The aceompanj-ing message of the President to Congress of 
the 30th of December last, transmitting a correspondence between 
this Department and certain agents of the Sandwich Islands then in 
this city, will acquaint you witi the view which he entertains of the 
relations between the United States and those islands, imd mih the 
objects and motives of this Government for cultivating and strength- 
ening those relations. Congress having complied with his suggestions 
by providing for a Commissioner to reside at the islands, you have been 
chosen for that purpose. A commission appointing you to the ofSce 
will be found among the papers which yon will receive herewith, and 
a letter from this Department addressed to that minister of the King 
of the islands who may be charged with their foreign relations, acered- 
iting you in your official character. The title selected for your mission 
has reference in part to its purposes. It is not deemed expedient at 
this juncture fully to recognize the independence of the islands or the 
right of their Government to that equality of treatment and consider- 
ation which is due and usually allowed to those Governments to which 
we send and from which we receive diplomatic agents <ftf the ordinary 
raaks. By this, however, it is not meant to intimate that the islands, 
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SO far as regards all other powers, are uot entirely inilependent; on 
the contrary, this is a fact respecting wldch no doubt is felt, and the 
hope that through the agency of the Oommissioner that independence 
might be preserved, has probably, in a great degree, led. to the com- 
pliance by Congress with the reeomnieudation of the President. 

It is obvious, ftora circumstances connected with their position, that 
the interests of the United States require that no other power should 
possess or colonize the Sandwich Islands, or exerciBe over their Gov- 
ernment an influence which would lead to partial or exclusive fiivors in 
matters of navigation or trade. One of your principal duties therefore, 
will be to watch the movements of such agents of other Grovernments 
as may visit the islands. Ton will endeavor to obtain the earliest in- 
telligence respecting the objects of those visits, and if you should think 
that, if aceompliehed, they would be derrimental to the interests of the 
United States, you wiU make such representations to the authorities 
of the islands as in your judgment would be most likely to further 
them. Ton will also endeavor to, impress upon those authorities the 
necessity of abstaining irom giving just cause of complaint to the Gov- 
ernments of those powers whose policy is to increase their possessions 
and multiply their colonies abroad. This duty can best be performed 
by the prompt and impartial administration of justice according to the 
laws and customs of the islands, in such eases of difference as may 
occur between their officers and citizens and the officers, citizens, or 
subjects of other Governments. 

Ton will give the Government of the Sandwich Islands distinctly 
to understand that the Government of the United States in all its pro- 
ceedings, and in setting on foot your mission, has not in any degree 
been actuated by a desire or intention to secure to itself exclusive 
privileges in matters of navigation or trade, or to prevent any or aU 
other commercial nations irom an equal participation with ourselves in 
the benefits of an intercourse with those islands. We seek no control 
over their Government, nor any undue influence whatever. Our only 
wish is that the integrity and independence of the Hawaiian territory 
may be scrupulously maintained and that its Government should be 
entirely impartial towards foreigners of every nation. In making reso- 
lute and stem resistance, therefore, to any claim of favor or exclusive 
privilege by other powers, you will at all times frankly disavow any 
desire that favors or exclusive privileges should be granted to the 
United States, their ships, commerce, or citizens. 

Ton will transmit to the Department full and exact information 
respecting the trade of the United States andof other nathms with the 
islands. Any suggestions which may occur to you having in view any 
improvement of the commerce of tlie United States with the islands 
will be acceptable. Tour attention is particularly requested to the 
nature of the fiscal regulations in ibrce there, to their effects upon for- 
eign commerce genei'aUy, and to the policy of the Government in regard 
to this subject. If those regulations should be frequently changed, or 
if there should be cause to apprehend the imposition of discriminating 
duties upon our navigation and trade, the expediency of negotiating a 
treaty with that Government which would determine for a series of years 
the reciprocal rights and duties of the parties in regard to those sub- 
jects will be taken into consideration. 

After you shall have resided long enough at the Sandwich Islands 
to liave made yourself familiar with the state of public affairs there, and 
sliiiil have communicated to the Department the results of your obser- 
Viitions, you may make a visit to the Society Islands for the purpose of 
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examining and reporting npon tlieir condition and prospects. It is 
advi&able, liowe\er, that your absence from yonr post should not be 
prolonged beyond the period absolutely necessary for that purpose. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Kahiel Wbbstee. 
Georg-b Beoww, Esq., 

A^pjiointed Commissioner of ike United States 

for the Sandwich Islands. 



[From Mr. Brown's dispatoi, No. 5, of October 20, 18i3-] 

Sir: I arrived here on the 16th instant, and found here Commodore 
Dallas, who arrived in the ^rie a, few days before me, also the Opane, 
Commander Stribling. Admiral 'Thomas, commanding the English 
naval forces in the Pacific, was also here, having, as you must have 
learned ere receiving this, restored the flag to the King of. Hawaii. 

Commodore Dallas having offered me the Gyame to carry me to 
Lahaina, Maui, the residence of the King, for the purpose of present- 
ing my credentials to the Government, I visited her yesterday and 
was received with a salute of thirteen guns. This morning, on arriv- 
ing on board, was informed that the admiral intended to dispatch the 
corvette Hazard for Mazatlan on Saturday, and, as we are under way, 
have no time to write as I could wish, being obliged to send this back 
by the pilot. Everything, however, appears to be going on as we could 
wish. The admiral appears to have done everything that could have 
been required to satisfy the King, He appears to be a very fine man, 
and the conduct of I^ord George Paulet is a sore subject to him. The 
most charitable construction I have heard put upon the conduct of 
Lord George is that he was partially deranged. 

Mr, Hooper, United States commercial agent, informs me that he 
has sent to the State Department a fiill account of aJl that has hap- 
pened previous to my arrival. The meagemess of this dispatch I hope 
therefore will be excused. The English corvette Champion arrived 
yesterday from Valparaiso, which is the occasion of the Hazard being 
ordered to Mazatlan so soon, thereby giving me so little time to write. 
On my return from Mani wiU write you fully of all my proceedings. It 
affords me much pleasure to know that the President has availed him- 
self of your talents and services in the State Department. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, yourvery obedient 
servant, 

Geo. Browh. 

Hon. Abel P. Upshur, 

' y of State, Washington, 



[From Mr. Erown'a diapatoh No. 6, of NoTemter 4, 1843.] 

Honolulu, Kovemher 4, 1843, 

Sir: I last had the honor of addressing you on the 20th ultimo from 

on board the U. 8. S. Gyane, on my passage from this place to Lahaina. 

Not being informed until after the ship was under way that the English 

admiral was about dispatching a vessel tor Mexico, I had. only time to " 
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inform'you of my arrival here, and of my being on my ■way to present 
my credentials to tbe premier who was resiftiiig at Lahaiiia, Maai. 

I arrived hei'e from Tahiti in the brig Catharine on the 16th ultimo, 
after a passa.ge of 28 days, and found, much to my gratification, that 
the English admiral, Thomas, had restored the flag to the King, and 
placed the islands again under its native government. It willbe unneces- 
sary for me to give you a history of the doings of Lord George Paulet 
previous to the arrival of the admiral, or of the proceedings of the 
latter, as I am informed by Mr. Hooper, our acting commercial agent 
here, that he has written you fully on the subject, giving you every 
information requisite. I will therefore only say that, ftom what I have 
so far learned, both the Government here and the American residents 
are perfectly satisfied with what the admiral has done. There are 
some questions and cases arising out of the usurpation of Lord George 
which are not yet settled, but will have to wait for the arrival of the 
British commissioner or for the action of the British Government, but 
there appears no doubt ihat everything will be amicably and properly 
arranged. 

Learning on my arrival that the King was absent from his usual resi- 
dence at Lahaina, on a visit to the island of Hawaii, and that he would 
not return until the 27th, 1 remained here until the 2(ith, when I took 
passage on board the Gyane, which ship had been placed at my disposal 
by Commodore Dallas, for Lahaina. 1 arrived there on the 3(lth at 8 
a. m,, accompanied by Dr. Judd, the Government interpreter, and 
wrote a note to the premier, informing her (him ?) of my arrival, and re- 
questing to know at what time it would be convenient for her to re- 
ceive me. I received an answer that she would be ready at half past 
twelve. 

On leaving the ship I was sainted with thirteen guns, and on land- 
ing was received by a number of the high chiefs and conducted to the 
house of Kekaumohi, the premier, whom, on introduction by Mr, Judd, 
I addressed as follows : 

I have the honor to present to yonr excellency my credentials as comtnissiooei 
from the Government of the Uuitud States Ui the Kinf? of Hawaii, and I beg to asBure 
yonr excellency that it will afford me ninth pleasure in carrying oat the instractionB 
of my Government to cnltivate the friendship of the Hawaiian Government and to 
deserve it by all the good offlcea in my power. 

After the credentials were read the premier replied in the following 
terms as interpreted to me: 

I am happy to see yon here as the representatiTe of a nation to -whom we owe so 
mnch and whose friendship and good wiD we so highly value and that we shall 
always endeavor to retain. Your credentials are MgUly satisfactory. 

I was then asked whether I wished to be introduced to the King, 
jmd on replying in the affimative, the premier handed me a letter of 
introduction, observing that on account of lameness she could not ac- 
company me. I was attended, as heretofore, by a number of the high 
officers of Government, and on arriving at the house of the King found 
him waiting for me dressed in regimentals and attended by the gov- 
ernor of Mani and his aides. On entering he came forward and took 
me by the liand, requesting me to be seated. I handed him the pre- 
mier's letter, which he read. I then rose and addressed him as follows, 
which was translated by Mr. Judd: 

8m: Having been appointed by the President oftheTJnUed States of Ainerica a 
eommissioner to reside in the dominions of Yoat Majesty, I have taken the earliest 
opportunity to nay joa my respects. WhUe my Government expects no exclusive 
privileges, and has no desire or intention to prevent any or all other commercial na- 
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tionB from an equal participation in the benefits to be deriTed from an in'^eroonrse 
■vrtl^i yonr islands, ami seeks no control or nndiie influence whatever, it has a right 
to exijeut that uo partial or exclusive tavors be axanted to other nations. Tlie wish 
of my Government is that the independence of the Hawaiian territory may be seru- 
pnlonsly maintained, and that its Government should be impartial towards foreign- 
ers of every nation. 

Allow me to eongratnlate Tour Majesty upon the interest taken in you and yonr 
people by one of the moat powerful and free nations of the earth, as evinced by the 
unanimous vote of its representativeB that a diplomatic interoonrse should be opened 
with you. It must be a matter of Rreat satisfaction to Yonr M^esty to think that 
while not a quarter of a century has elapsed since your country was in a state of 
lieathenism, such progress has been mnde in civilization and Christianity that you 
are about to be admitted, into the communion of nations who for ages have liad ad- 
vantaRes which have made them powerful and happy. 

Sext to the gratitude dae from you to the Almighty Disposer of Events, you owe 
under Him, to those who, for the welfare of your people, left their friends and 
country to teaohthem (you) tlie blessings of Christianity and the arts of civilization, 
a debt whloh can only he paid by the luiowledge that tneir efforts have not been in 

I assure Your Majesty that itwillaffordmogreat pleasure to be the means of unit- 
ing more closely the relations heretofore of the most friendly kind between tie Gov- 
erniuent of the Hawaiian Archipelago and my own, and to farther by everything in 
my power a reciprocal feeling of friendship and good will. 

To ■which His Majesty replied as follows, which was also translated 
by Mr. Judd : 

I am much gratified at being informed by the premier of your arrival, and am 
happy to receive you as a representative of the United States of America whose 
Government is much respected by me, and whose people have made great efforts to 
promote civilization and Christianity among my people. 

I thank yon for libe kind sentiments yon have expressed, and trust there will never 
be any alienation between mj Government and yours. Yon may assure yonr Gov- 
ernment that I shall always consider the citizens of the United States as entitled to 
equal privileges with those of the most favored nations. 



Declaration of Great Britmn and France relative to the ind^endenee of 
the Sandwich Islands, London, Ifovember 38, 1843. 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the French, taking into con- 
sideration the existence in the Sandwich Islands of a government 
capable of providing for the regularity of its relations ■with foreign 
nations, have thought it right to engage, reciprocally, to consider the 
Sand'wich Islands as an independent state, and never to take posses- 
sion, either directly or under the title of protectorate, or under any 
otlier form, of any part of the territory of which they are composed. 

The undersigned, Her Majesty's principal secretary of state for for- 
eign affairs and the ambassador extraordinary of His Majesty the 
Kmg of the French, at the court of London, being furnished with the 
necessary powers, hereby declare in consequence that their said maj- 
esties t^e reciprocally ^at engagement. 

In ■witness whereof the undersigned have signed the present declar- 
ation, and have afflsed thereto the seal of their arms. 

Done in duplicate at London, the 28th day of November, in the year 
of our Lord, 1843. 

[l, S.1 Aberdeen. 

[L. s.J . St. Aulaire. 
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Convention of commerce, navigation, etc., between Great Britain and the 
8a/ndmek Islands* Signed at Lahainxi, February 13, 1844A 

The dififerences which existed between the governments of Great 
Britain and of the Sandwich Islands having been happily settled, the 
following articles of agreement have been mutually entered into be- 
tween'the King of the Sandwich Islands, on the one part, and William 
Miller, esq., Her Britannic Majesty's consul-general for the Sandwich 
and other islands in the Pacific, in the name and on the behalf of Her 
Britannic Majesty, on the other part, for the pr^ervatlou of harmony, 
and the prevention of fntuie misnnderstanding between the two parties. 

Aeticlb I. There shall be perpetual peace and amity between Her 
Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
and iJie King of the Sandwich Islands, their heirs and successors. 

II. The subjects of Her Britannic Msyesty shall be protected in an 
efficient matmer in their persons and properties by the King of the 
Sandwich Islands, who shall cause them to enjoy impartially, in aU 
cases in. which their intereeis are concerned, the same rights and privi- 
leges as natives, or as are enjoyed by any other foreigners, 

III. ITo British subject accused of any crime whatever sballbe ju<lged 
otherwise than by a jury composed of froeign residents, proi)osed by 
the British consul and accepted by the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands. 

IV. The protection of the King of the Sandwich felands shall be ex- 
tended to all British vessels, their officers, and crews. In case of ship- 
wreck, the chiefs and inhabitants of the difterent parts of the Sand- 
wich Islands shall succour them and secure them from plunder. 

The salvage dues shall be regulated, in case of difficulties, by arbi- 
trators freely chosen by both parties. 

T. The desertion of seamen embarked ou board of British vessels 
shall be severely repressed by the local authorities, who shall employ 
all the means at their disposal to arrest deserters; and all reasonable 
expenses of capture shall be defrayed by the captains or o'miers of the 



VI. British merchandise, or goods recognized as coming from the 
British dominions, shall not be prohibited, nor shall they he subject to 
an import duty higher than 5 per cent ad valorem. 

VII. No tonnage, import, or other duties shall be levied on British 
vessels or goods, or on goods imported in British vessels, beyond what 
are levied on the vessels or goods of the most favored nation. 

VIII. The subjects of the King of the Sandwich Islands shall, in their 
commercial and other relations with Great Britain, be treated on the 
footing of the most favored nation. 

Done at Lahaina, the 12th day of Febmary, 1844. 

[L. s.] Wm. Milleb. 

[l,. S.] KAJIBTIiSrEHA III. 

[L. S,] Kekauluohl 
Signed in the presence of; 

G. P. JUDD, 

Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

EOBEET C, WYLLIB, 

Secretary to Consul- Geiwral Miller. 
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ADDITIONAL ABTICLE. 

His Majesty the King of the HawaiiaQ Islands being anxious to 
sappress intemperance within his dominions, and with that view hav- 
ing taken measares to obtain the consent of the French Government to 
the abrogation of Article "VI of the treaty of July 17, 1839,* which ad- 
mits the introduction of spirits and wine, on payment of a duty of 5 
per cent; it is hereby farther agreed, that if His Majesty the King of 
the French should consent to the abrogation or to any alteration of the 
said article, Her Majesty the Qneen of Great Britain will likewise 
consent so to alter Article VI of the foregoing treaty as that it may 
have precisely the same effect in what relates to intoxicating liquors; 
and that this additional article shall be referred to the British Govern- 
ment for approval, to be afterward appended to the convention at pres- 
ent agreed to. 

[L. s.l "Wm. Millee. 
L. s.j Kamehamera hi. 
.] Keeauluohl 



CASE OP JOHN "WrLET. 



Jolm Wiley, plaintiff on appeal, vs. The Hawaiiam Government. 

This was an appeal from the judgment of the inferior judges of Hon- 
olulu. The present plaintiff in error had been charged before the court 
below with the commission of a rape upon the body of , an Ha- 
waiian girl, a subject of His Majesty; and proof having been adduced 
to the satisfaction of the inferior judges, they condemned the ]>resent 
plaintiff in error to pay the statute fine of $50, This line the plaintiff 
having paid, he appealed to the governor, and demanded a jury under 
the Hawaiian statute law, complying therewith by depositing the supi 
of $25, required by the statute to entitle him to a jiu"y. The governor 
having given the usual notice of drawing the jury of appeal, he pro- 
ceeded on the day appointed to draw a mixed jury of half Hawaiian 
suttjects and half foreignerSj required in such cases by the printed stat- 
ute law. In the interval WilUam Hooper, esq., claimed for his Govern- 
ment the right of selecting and proposing to the governor an entire 
panel of foreign jurors, to try the accused for the crime charged against 
Mm, which the governor declined on the ground that he was governed 
in bis administration of justice by the printed law of the land and that 
there wi»s no treaty extant between His Hawaiian Majesty and the 
United States of America which authorized him to deviate from the 
statute. 

On the day of trial above named the plaintiff WUey appeared by 
his attorney, Richard Ford, and in person, and expressed his readiness 
to pioceed to trial, but before the jury were actually impaneled Wil- 
liam Hooper, esq., United States commercial agent, appeared before 

"VI. Les msTohani^-ses franfaiaes, oh 
notamment lea viiiB eWee eanx-tle-vie, ne poun 
d'eutr^e plus 6lov6 qae 5 pour ceat act iialorem. 
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the court and made out and desired to lave entered on its minutes the 
foUowing protest: 

Before the ooart proceeds to tbe trial of Mr. Wiley, I beg to state that !iy a treaty 
entered into between this GovBriiment and that of Great Britain, on the 12th Febru- 
ary last, the subjecte of the latter were secured in the privilege of being tried, when 
ehaiged with crime against the laws of this couutr.v, by a jury appointed by their 
consul, that I claim, in virtne of tlie assurance given to Mr. Brown, the United 
States ooinniissioner, by His M^esty the King in October last, which seenred to 
citizens oi the United States equal privilegiis with those of the most favored nation, 
that Mr. Wiley, the defendant, is eutitled to a Jury appointed by me, as acting 
United States con sol. 

The oonrt, aa at present constituted, I protest against, and request that it may be 
entered on 'Hie records of the court. 

Wm. Hooper, 
Acting United States Coneatar Agtnt. 

HoNOLUi.fJ, September i, ISM. 

Upon which protest the coiirt decided as follows: 

The decision of this court upon the protest of William Hooper, esq., vice-commer- 
cial agent of the United States, now entered on the minutes, is, that there is a law 
in the statute books of this Government, which the accnsed is charged with having 
violated, and that at the time of violating that statute tliere was and still is, also in 
the statute book, a law regulating the drawing of juries iu the Hawaiian Islandsj 
which is obligatory npon this court. This court knows of no treaty extant with the 
United States that authorizes it, under tbe oaths of the judges, to depait from the 
law concerning juries, and it can not conscientiously take cognizance ot any diplo- 
matic correspondence between the Secretary of State for foreign affairs and the 
resident ministers of otlier powers ; nor is this court anthotiKed to look into treaties 
with other powers for the purpose of according analogous privileges to a nation not 
actually in treaty with His Hawaiian Mfqestjj especially when according them 
would infract a statute law by which this court is clearly bound. 

The plaintiff, John Wiley, is under the protection of this court, who are bound to 
give him the chances of the jury bos, and not suffer a foreign consul to pick a jury 
who might be selected to convict him. 

Hereupon, before the jury were actually sworn, the United States 
vice-commercial agent advised the plaintiff to withdraw his appeal, 
which he accordingly did, and the court thereupon nonsuited the plain- 
tiS' and decided that his withdrawal was, In law, tantamount to an 
affirmance of the judgment of the intterior judges, which had been 
already satisfied, and they further adjudged the idaintiff to have for- 
feited the $25 deposited for drawing the jury of appeal. The court inti- 
mated that WilUam Hooper, esq., was liable to the plaintiff in error 
for having misguided him in a manner priyudicial to his private rights, 
and left Mm to Ids remedy. 



Mr. Calhoim to Mr. Brown. 

No. 4.] Depaetuiest of State, 

Washington, January 30, 1845. 
Sib : Your dispatches to No. 16, inclusive, have been received. It is 
to be regretted that a ease like that of Mr, John Wiley, to whieh the 
last principally relates, should have occurred so soon after the recog- 
nition of the Hawaiian Government by that of the United States. Your 
course in regard to it is approved by the President, who concurs in the 
views which you express. Notwithstanding the United States have no 
treaty stipulation with the Government of the islands, they can not, 
uuder the circumstances, consent that the privilege of being tried by a 
jury of foreigners shall be withheld from our citizens while it is accorded 
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to the subjects of Great Britain aud France. We have STery reason to 
expect our citizens shall have, in the dominions of that Government, the 
same privileges as the citizens or subjects of the most favored nation. 
Ton will accordingly communicate these views to the minister for for- 
eign af&irs and repeat, in the name of the Government of the United 
States, your firm protest against the proceedings of the Hawaiian au- 
thorities in regard to Mr. Wiley, assuring him in the strongest terms 
that the United States will not submit to discrimination so unjust in 
their nature and so unfriendly iu spirit as respccbi tlteir citizens, and 
that the Government of the islands wHl be held responsible for all 
damages which may have been sustained in this case, or which may 
hereafter be sustained by citizens of the United States under similar 
circumstances. 

The United States, if it be desired by the Hawaiian Government, 
are willing to enter into treaty stipulations on the basis of those now 
existing between it and Great Britain, and I herewith transmit to you 
fall powers to conclude such a convention. But it is to be understood 
that the treaty is not to bar the , claim for damages in the case of Mr. 
Wiley (if any have been sustained}, nor of any citizen or citizens of the 
United States for injuries accruing prior to its adoption, should it be 
made. I have further to say that if Great Britain or France should 
hereafter consent, in cases involving the rights of their respective citi- 
zens, to a trial by jury ds medidtate lingua, the United States would be 
willing to make the same concession. But, whether there be or be not 
treaty stipulations between us and the Islands, the United States can 
never consent that their citizens should be put on any other footing 
than those of the most favored nations. 

I have the honor to be, with highest respect, sir, your obedient serv- 
ant, 

J. 0. Calhoun. 



Treaty of peace, amity, and commerce between France and the Sandwich 
Islands, signed at Sonolulu, March 26, 1846. 

Time having shown the espediency of substituting a general treaty 
for the various conventions mutually concluded heretofore by France 
and the Sandwich Islands, the French and Hawaiian Governments 
have mutually agreed upon the following articles, and have signed 
them, after acknowledging and decreeing that all other treaties and 
conventions now existing between the contracting parties, shall be 
hereafter considered as void and of no effect, 

Abtiolb 1. There shall be perpetual peace and friendship between 
His Majesty the King of the French and the King of the Sandwich 
Islands, and between their heirs and successors. 

Art. 3. The subjects of His Majesty the King of the French, resid- 
ing in the possessions of the King of the Sandwich Islands, shall en- 
joy, as to civil rights, and as regards their persons and their property, 
the same protection as it' they were native subjects, and the King of 
the Sandwich Islands ciigages to grant them the same rights and priv- 
ileges as those now granted, or which may be granted hereafter, to the 
subjects of the most favored nation, 

Abt. 3. Any Erenchmean accused of any crime or offense shall be 
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tried only by a jury composed of native residents, or of foreigners pro- 
posed by tlie consul of fiance, and accepted by tlie Government of the 
Sandwich Islands. 

Akt. 4. The King of the Sandwich Islands will extend his protec- 
tion to French vessels, their officers and crews. In case of shipwreck, 
the chiefs and inhabitants of the varioas parte of the Sandwich Islands 
must lend them assistance and protect them from all pillage. 

The salvage dues will be settled, in case of difSoulty, by umpires ap- 
pointed by both parties. 

Aet. 5. Desertion of sailors employed on board French vessels, will 
be severely repressed by the local authorities, who must use every 
means at their command to arrest the deserters. All expenses, within 
just limits, incurred in their recapture, will be refunded by the captain 
or owners of the said vessels. 

Art, 6. French goods, or those recognized as coming from French 
possessions, can not be prohibited nor subtected to a higher import 
duty than five per cent ad valorem. Wines, brandies, and other spirit- 
uous liquors are excepted, and may be subjected to any just duties which 
the Government of the Sandwich Islands may think proper to impose 
upon them, but on condition that such duty shall never be high enough 
to become an absolute obstacle to the importation of the said artides. 

Art. 7. Tonnage and import duties and all other duties imposed upon 
French vessels, or upon merchandise imported in French vessels, must 
not exceed the duties imposed upon the vessels or merchandise of the 
most favored nation. 

Art, 8. The subjects of the King of the Sandwich Islands will be 
treated upon the footing of the most favored nation in their commercial 
or other relations with France. 

Made at Honolulu, March 26, 1846. 

[L. s.] Em, Peebin, 

Consul of France, 
Charged tvith a s;pecial mission to the Sandwich IsUmds. 

fL. s.] E. 0. Wtllie, 

Sis Hawaiian Majesty's Minister of Foreign Relations. 



Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Ten FycJc, August 28, 1818. 
[Extracts.] 

Mr, Calhoun, in a note addressed to Messrs. Eichards and Haalilio, 
the Hawaiian cojumissioners, dated on the 6th July, 1844,iuformed theia 
that " tlje President regarded his message to Congress of the Slst De- 
cember, 1842, the proceedings of the HouseofEepresentatives thereon, 
and the appropriation made tbr the compensation of a comnnssioner of 
tlie United States, who was subsequently appointed to reside in the is- 
liinds, as a full recognition on the part of the United States of the in- 
dependence of the Hawaiian Government." Besides, the letter of Presi- 
dent Polk to the King which you bore with you, dated on the 10th Sep- 
tembei', 1845, treated him as an independent sovereign. 

This Government, having thus pledged itself to accord to that of the 
Hawaiian Islands the rights and privileges of a sovereign state, can 
not in honor or justice demand from it anything which, under like cir- 
cumstances, it would not demand from the most powerfttl nations. I 
B. Jix, 77-—^'} 
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can discover nothing which would justify this Government in objecting 
to the decisions of the Hawaiian courts in ordinary eases arising under 

the municipal laws of the country or in dictating the policy whieh that 
Government should pursue upon any domestic subject, and especially 
that of the tenure of real estate by resident foreigners. 

For these reasons it is my conviction that if, in, a conciliatory spirit, 
you would devote your efforts to acquire a just and honorable influence 
over the Hawaiian authorities, you might accomplish the object. Such 
a result would be highly advantageous to both countries. Tou might 
thus by your counsel and advice render the Hawaiian Government as 
well as the citizens of your own country iniiMJrtant services. We ar- 
dently desire that the Hawaiian Islands may maintain their independ- 
ence. It would be highly injurious to our interests if, tempted by their 
weakness, they should be seized by Great Britain or France; more es- 
pecially so since our recent acquisitions from Mexico on the Pacific 
Ocean. 

Having been the first to welcome the Hawaiian Islands into the com- 
munity of nations, it is our true policy, weak and feeble as they are, to 
treat them with as much kindness and forbearance as may be consist- 
ent with the maintenance of our own just rights. Such is the opinion 
of the President. 



Mr, Ten Eyck to Mr. Buchanan. 

No. 55.] Office IThited States Commission, 

Honolulu, September 3, 1849. 

Bib: 

■ #••«*• 

Having waited until the 1st of August last, and the Savannah not 
yet arriving, and a good opportunity offering to return, I left San Fran- 
cisco at that time and reached this place on Saturday, the 2oth ultimo, 
in time to witness the landing of an armed force from the French men- 
of-war in and oft' the harbor, who took possession of the fort and other 
public buildings and property belonging to the Sandwich Islands Gov- 
ernment in consequence of the Government having refused compliance 
with certain demands made upon it by the French admiral and the 
resident French consul. I have in my letter to Commander Jones, of 
the 3lst ultimo (copy of whieh is hereto annexed), given a brief history 
of the proceedings of the French. 

Mr. TurriU, our consul (with whom this Government has held official 
correspondence since its resolutions of December last, suspending offi- 
cial intercourse with the U. 8. Commissioner), has neglected to furnish 
me with any documents or correspondence received by him in relation 
to the difficulties between the French and the islands' Government, 
although I have made a written request upon him therefor, " in order," 
as I stated to him, " that I might be enabled to determine whether the 
dignity and honor of the Government I serve, her rights, or the rights 



d by Google 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 67 

and interests of her citizens reqiairedany, and if any TPliat, official action 
at my bauds, and also tliat I might be enabled understandingly to ad- 
vise the State Department fiilly upon the matter." In conseqnence I 
am unable to state to you the demands made by the French , the grounds 
upon which they are based, the reasons for noncompliance on the part 
of the islands' authorities, or to give any opinion upon the merits of the 
controversy between the parties. 

I am advised by Mr. TurriU that aa expose of the whole difficulty 
will be published in a ffew days by the authorities here, in pamphlet 
form, when I willforward a copy. Mr. TurriU advises me, also, that he 
intends forwarding manuscript copies of all the correspondence to your 
Department. 

I am waiting very anxiously the arrival of my successor, that I may 
be relieved and get finally away from all connection with this Govern- 
ment. If ever a foreign representative has been neglected and abused 
by the administration at Washington then have I been by Mr. Polk's, 
and all simply because Mr. Buchanan had the manliness to sacriflce me 
by censuring my official conduct (in laboring to follow out his in- 
"structionsi in the vain hope of advancing his own political interests 
with the Xmerican Board of Foreign Missions, and of secnring himself 
from the just charge of neglect and inattention to his public duties in 
connection with this legation. 

I hope, most certainly-, to see Mr. Fames here in all this month. If 
he does not reach here by the 1st October I shall feel that I am under 
no obligation to remain longer, and shall leave the archives of the 
legation in the hands of some trusty American resident, to be delivered 
to my successor on his arrival. 

During my absence from here nothing of any public interest had oc- 
curred up to the time of the arrival of the French admiral. Three or 
four of our whale fleet have returned here from their huntiag grounds 
near the Japan and Northwest Coast. Those now here are bound home, 
having met with good success. Within the next six weeks 100 or 200 
whaleships will have arrived at the diflferent ports of these islands for 
recruits. The native population continues to disappear very rapidly. 
It is estimated Jhat 16,000 or 18,000 have died within the last tea or 
eleven months, out of a population not exceeding 70,000, 
I have the honor, etc., 

A, Ten Eyck, 

September 4, 1849, 
P. S, — I was just on the point of closing this dispatch when I re- 
ceived a' note from the French consul (copy of which is hereto an- 
nexed). Mr. Turril not having condescended to furnish me with a copy 
of his correspondence with the French admiral, to which allusion is 
made in the Fi'ench consul's note, I can do no more than simply ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the French consul's note, wiih the assurauce 
that a copy will be forwarded to the proper department of the G-overn- 
meut of the United States. 

A. T. E. 
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Mr. Ten Hyoh to Commodore Jones. 



Ofeice TlHiTKn States Commission, 

Honolulu, Augvst 31, 1849. 

Sir: On Saturday last, the 25th inst., I reached this place on my 
return &om Calilbmia, just in time to witness the landing of a body of 
. armed men from the French frigate the Poursnivant and the French 
Btea,mer Gassenii. 

.It seems that the Admiral de Tromedin had arrived here about the 
18th instant from Callao, and the day after the steamer arrived from 
Tahiti. Under the advice of M. Dillon, the resident French consul, the 
admiral requested an andience of the King for the purpose of discuss- 
ing certain ditferences existing between the French <;onsul and the 
King's Government. This request the King, by the advice of his min- 
isters, refused. The admiral then, as I understand it, made ten formal 
demands in writing upon the King's Government and gave them three 
days to consider and accede to them, advising the King that if they 
were not complied with within that time he should land a force and 
take possession of* the fort and other Government propeiiy. The Gov- 
ernment refiised compliance with the admiral's demands, and accord- 
ingly, on Saturday last, at 3 p. m., he landed -a force and took posses- 
sion of the fort, the custom-house, and the Honolulu House (where the 
ministers have their otfices). He also took possession of the Govern- 
ment schooner, the Kamekameka, and all the small craft in port under 
the Sandwich Islands flag. All this was done without the slightest 
, opposition being oftfered by the authorities, the Government, in fact, 
having ordered that no resistance should.be made to any proceedings 
instituted or conducted by the French forces. 

Thus matters continued until Wednesday last, when the French 
guards were withdrawn from the custom-house and the Honolulu House, 
and all the vessels seized, except the Government schooner, were re- 
leased. During this day the marines in possession of the fort amused 
themselves by destroying the powder, the large and .small firearms, 
and whatever property they could find, and towards evening finally 
marched out and returned on board their vessels. While the French 
forces were on shore a deputation from the Government visited the 
, admiral on board the steamer, but without any favorable result, 

M. DiUon had only on Saturday placed his family on board the 
steamer, and at 3 p. m. hauled down the flag of the consulate, and him- 
self went on board the same vessel. This was the signal for the land- 
ing of the French forces. 

The demands made by the admiral, the response of the Government, 
and all the correspondence is, I understand, in process of publication; 
as soon as I can procaine a copy 1 will forward it, I understand from 
Mr. TurriD, our consul, that this Govemmeut have furnished him 
manuscript copies, which, with a protest sent by him to the admiral, 
against his proceedings, he will forward you and the Secretary of State. 

M, Dillon and family leave for France in the admiral's ship early next 
week, via San Francisco. I forward this by him. What the result of 
this proceediugon the part of the French forces maybe, or what effect 
it may have upon the future political interests and independence of this 
Government, is a matter of uncertainty. 

I fear it will tend to hasten the consummation of the intrigues of Mr. 
W;?llie, the King's nunister of foreign relations, and General Mill er, 
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tLe English consul-general, by indacing the King, ere long, to place 
himself under the protection of the English. Dr. Judd and the Amei-- 
ican missionaries will, I believe, counsel this course rather than permit 
the King to submit to any exactions conflicting with his and their views 
and policy. Dxiring all this proceeding, and while negotiations were 
being attempted, the English consul-geiteral was constantly consulted 
and his advice generally followed by the Islands authorities. 

Mr. Turrill having fail^ to put me in possession of the papers re- 
ceived by him from this Government, or of copies of his correspond- 
eitce relating to these difficulties, although I had requested them from 
him, I am unable to express any opinion upon the merits of the contro- 
versy between the French and the Sandwich Islands Government. 

So far as the condact of tlis French in destroying the Government 
property in the fort is concerned, I do not hesitate to condemn it. 

The Preble is still here. Capt. Glyiui will, of course, report to you 
the condition of his crew. It must be anything but encouraging, judg- 
ing from what I have seen and hear of their sickness. The French 
steamer will leave for Tahiti, taking the King's schooner in company, at 
the same time tliat the frigate sails for San Francisco. 
I have the honor, etc., 

A, Ten Eyck. 

SbptembeBt 4, 1849. 
P. S. — I have opened this to say that the United States revenue brig 
0. W. Lawrence, Capt. Eraser, hae just arrived, forty-five days from 
Valparaiso. 

A. T. E. 



H"O.30.] CONSULATK OP 'XEB UNITED STATES 

FOB THE HAWAHAN ISLANDS, 

Honolulu, September 4, 1849. 

SfE: Bear- Admiral Tromelin arrived here on the 13th August, in the 
frigate La Powsuivante. The French steamer Gassendi entered this 
port on the day following. 

The admiral, on his flrst arrival, evinced a most friendly disposition, 
and it was for a while confidently believed that, notwithstanding the 
embltteredfeelingsof the consul of France, no hostile demonstrations 
would be made. It was soon apparent, however, that the admiral had 
placed himself under the control of the consul and would be merely an 
instrument in his hands, 

On the 22d of last mouth demands were made upon this Government 
jointly by the admiral and the consul. On the 25th this Government 
sent answers to these demands, declining to comply with the same. 
On the afternoon of that day troops were landed, the fort taken pos- 
session of, and a guard stationed around two public buildings. So 
opposition whatever was made to the troops. The French held the 
fort until the 30th, when they abandoned it, destroying everything con- 
nected therewith, and doing much damage to the governor's house and 
the furniture in it. 

During the time the fort was thus occupied by the French unavail- 
ing efforts were made, through the medium of commissioners, to effect 
an amicable settlement of existing difficulties. 

I herewith inclose a copy of the correspondence between Admiral 
Tromelia and myself, also a copy of the proceedings between this Gov- 
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emment ami the admiral and consul, so far as they have been printed. 
I also send a copy of a letter addressed to uie by the minister of foreign 
affairs, in relation to the mediation of the President of the United States, 
and my answer to the same. 

. H. B. M. consul-general protested in strong terms against the pro- 
ceedings of the admiral, and three consuls of the smaller powers also 
remonstrated against the same. The course taken by the consuls no 
doubt had a very beneficial effect. Supposing that you may receive a 
communication upon that subject, I send herewith a copy of the cor- 
respondence between Mr. Ten Eyck and myself. 

It has ever been the desire and aim of this Government, I beleive, to 
observe faithfully all the provisions of the treaty with France, and they 
have undoubtedly done so. Why, then, have these demands been made? 
To one residing here, who has noticed passing events attentively for a 
year or two past, this question is by no means difficult of solution. 
Soon after his ai-rival in Honolulu, the consul of France set on foot cer- 
tain political intrigues, the object of ■which was to eject from office one 
of the King's ministers, for the purpose, as is confidently believed, 
of providing a place for himself. Failing in these efforts he became 
embittered against the King's advisers, and seemed determined to 
gratiiy bis feelings at the expense of this nation. 

The assault m^le by the admiral upon this weak, this Ohristiau na- 
tion, was unprovoked, and admits of no excuse. There is not one pal- 
iating circumstance attending it. When the facts and circnmstances 
connected therewith shall be fnlly known, the whole civihzed world 
will place upon it the mark of condemnation. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. TuilitiLL. 

Hon. John M. Clayton, 

Secretary of l^tate, WasMngton, D, G, 



[Traiislation-l 



Admieal's Frigate of the French Eepurmo, 

La Poursuivan'IB, 
Nmal Station of the French Mepublie in the PaaJiB Ocean, 

Honolulu, August 23, 1849. 

Mr. the Consul : The Hawaiian (iovemment, especially in latter 
times, violated the treaty concluded between France and the Sandwich 
Islands in a manner which requires a prompt and complete reparation, 
which divers acts of which some French citizens have been the victims 
render still indispensable. 

I have taken, in concert with Mr. the consul of the French Republic 
in the Sandwich Islands, all the measures compatible with the dignity 
of France to obtain ttn amicable arrangement, but the obstinacy of the 
Hawaiian Government appeared to wish to force me to make use of the 
means at my disposal to oblige it to understand the voice of reason and 
justice. 

In tills circumstance and agreeably to the conclusions of the ultima- 
tum sent by me, in concert with Mr. the Consul Billon, I have the honor 
of advising you that the delay for the Hawaiian Government to make 
its answer known will expire on August 25, instant, Saturday, at 3 
p. m., after which delay, if the Government of His Majesty Kam^ameha 
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III does Qot give me a complete satisfaction, it will only remain for me 
to reclaim by force what I have demanded at first through the pacific 
way of correspondence, and which I have not been able to obtain by 
means of a conference, which has been refused to me. 

In informing you. of their disposition, Mr. the Consul, I ought to give 
you here the assurance that the French Republic neither looks to an 
occupation or a protectorate of the Hawaiian archipelago, but to a com- 
plete reparation. I shall give the necessary orders that, in the case of 
hostilities tailing place, the commerce of American proprietors shall be 
respected as ought to be that of a friendly nation. 

I have the honor to invite you to malte these dispositions known to 
your fellow citizens, in order that they may take from this day the 
necessary measures, on their part, to put themselves out of the risk of 
all hazards that may result from the operations which I may have to 
order against Honolula. 

I pray you to acknowledge the receipt of this notification. 

Mr. the Admiral, commander-in-chief of the naval station of the 
French Republic in the Pacific ocean. 

Legoaeant db Tromelin. 

To Mr. the Consul of tlie United States of America in the Sandwich 
Islands, at Honolulu. 



United States Consulate eor the Hawaiian Islands, 
Honolulu, August S4, 1849. 

SiE: I did myself tlie honor this morning of acknowledging the 
receipt of yours of yesterday and in doing so I took occasion to remark 
that I would reply to your communication as soon as I could procure 
a correct translation of the same. 

As far as I have been able to do so, I have communicated the con- 
tents of your letter to my countrymen, but I can not well advise them 
whattodo, as I am not made acquainted with the nature of the hostile 
measures, if any, that are to be used. If the town is to be bombarded, 
it will be necessary for them to remove their families and valuable 
effects, to places of safety ; but I do not wish to have them put to the 
great expense and inconvenience of doing so unless the course you 
may ultimately take shall render that necessary. 

Since the receipt of your letter, I have examined with much care the 
several demsinds which, in connection with the consul of France, yon 
have thought projier to make upon the Hawaiian Oovernment, and I 
have heretofore read attentively the voluminous correspondence of 
Fiance and this Government in relation to the claims upon which 
those demands rest. 

By that correspondence I am informed that as early as last April a 
large proportion of those claims, and I believe all that had then been 
agitated, were, by a resolution of the King in council, refeiTed for final 
adjustment " direct to the miuister of foreign affairs of France," and, 
although the fact be not material to perfect the case, I will add that it 
appears from the same correspondence that the consul of France as- 
sented to that reference. 

I am also advised from a source entitled to full credit that some 
months ago — tlie exact time I do not recollect — the King appointed a 
special commissioner to proceed to France for the express purpose of 
effecting an amicable adjustment of those claims. This reference, be- 
yond all question, removed the claims direct to France for settlement, 
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and placed them entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the consnl or of any 
other subordinate agent of the French Eepiiblic. 

But, viewing the case as disconnected with the reference, I beg leave 
to remark that I have searched through the whole of that correspond- 
ence in vain to discover a single instance in which either the letter or 
the spirit of the existing treaty has been violated by the Hawaiian 
Government. If there be such an instance, the consul of France has 
failed to point it out. 

The demands which have been thus made upon this Government are, 
in my judgeuient, in direct opposition to the plain pro^'isions of the 
treaty, and the enforcing them in the manner indicated would be a 
palpable violation of the law of nations. 

As the course you have advised me that eircumstattces may induce' 
you to pursue must of necessity seriously affect the great American in- 
terests connected with these ielauds, it becomes my imperative duty aa 
a representative of the United States to interpose my solemn protest 
against it, which I now do, and I shall lose no time in communicating 
to the President of the United States the facts and circumstances at- 
tending this ease. 

With the ardent hope that the pending dif&cidties may yet be ami- 
cably disposed of, 

1 have the honor to remain, sir, ete., 

J. TUEBILL, 
United States Consul. 
Legoaeant db Teomblin, 

Hear-Admiral tmd Gommander-m-Ckief 

of the Wo'oal Forces of the RitpitbKc of France 

in the Faeijie Ocean. 



[Trail elation.] 



Admirai.'s Frigate or the Pbenoh XtBPUBLiO, 

The POURSUIVAMTB, 

Nweal Station of the French Bepi^Uc in the 
Facijic Ocean, off SonOltdu, the 25th August, 1849. 

Mb. the Consul: In acknowledgingreceiptof your letter of yester- 
day's date, I have the honor of testifying to you the surprise which its 
perusal has occasioned to me. I had not only not given you any com- 
munication of my demands on the Hawaiian Government, but farther, 
the policy of the American Goverameot made it your duty to not in- 
terfere officially in our affairs with the administration of His Majesty 
Kamehameha III, for you know as well as I that the United States of 
America has made it to themselves a law of not mixing ever in the 
affairs of other nations, and especially tliose of France, their ancient 
and their most fe<itlifiil ally. 

I ought to advise you that I beheve it to be my duty to communicate 
your precited dispateh to the Goverament of the French Eepubhc. 

I renew to you, Mr. the Consul, the assurance of my very distinguished 
consideration. 

The rear admiral, commander-in-chief of the naval forces of the French 
Eepubhc in the Pacific Ocean, 

Le&oeant db Teomblin. 

To Mr, the Consul of the United States of America in the Sandwich Is- 
lands, Ronolulu. 
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TJkited States Consulate, 
PoB THE Hawaiian Islands, 

Honolulu, August 37, 1849. 
SiE: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ofyoursof the 25tli 
iustant, a translation of which was not obtained in time to give it an 
answer on Saturday, the day it bears date. 

You are right in supposing it not to be the policy of the United 
States to mix in the affairs ot other nations. But when a case like the 
one ander consideration occurs, and I clearly see that the course raili- 
itary power is to take against this weak nation must greatly injure my 
countrymen and seriously embarrass the extensive American commerce 
connected with these islands, it becomes my duty so far to interfere offi 
cially as to interpose luy protest; and in doing so 1 doubt not my course 
will meet the entire approbation of the President of the United States, 
I have the honor to remain, sir, etc., 

j. turiiill. 
Legoeant de Teomelin, 

Bear-Admiral and Oommwnder in Chief 

of the N'avai Forces of the French Bepublic 
in the Facifie Ocewn. 



SEPARATE A^jy TIEGENT.] FOEEIGN OFFICE, 

August S5, 1849. 

SiE: The King, my master, commands me to convey to you, for your 
information, and that of your Government, the inclosed copies of the 
peremptory demands made on the 22d instant by the admiral and the 
consul of France, and of the replies to the same, which 1 have sent by 
His Ma.iesty's command. 

It is not believed that any consequences can justly ensue endanger- 
ing the lives and properties of American citizens, wMch His Majesty 
will protect, so long as His Sovereign authority and the empire of his 
laws are respected. When that period ceases, His Majesty's power to 
protect will cease also, and it will be for you, as consul of the United 
States, representing that Government, to act as you may consider to 



It may be of importance for you to know that by command of the 
King I addressed, on the 32d instant, by the James Monroe a re- 
quest in His Majesty's name, through his special commissioner, Ja.mes 
Jackson Jarves, esquire, for the fnendly mediation of his excellency 
the President of the United States witli tiie Government of France, in 
regard to all demands made or that may be made upon the Govern- 
ment by the consul and admiral of the French Eepublic, and t-o obtain 
this favor the King commands me to request your good oflces. 
With the highest respect, etc., 

K. C. Wn^LiE. 
Joel Tueeill, Esq., 

United States Consul, etc. 

P. 8. — In case His Exeelleiioy the President of the United States 
should be objected to as a mediator, or decline to act aa such, a similar 
note, with a similar intent, is now passed to H. B. M. consul-generaL 
The King engages to ratify and abide by the award of His Excellency 
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the President of the United States, or of the British Government, act- 
ing either solely or jointly npon all points that may not be agreed upon 
between the French G-overnment and the King's special commiasionerj 
James Jackson Jarves, esq. 

E. C. "W. 



United States Consulate, 

Honolulu, Awju&t 35, 1849. 

Sir- I have the honor of acknowledging the receipt of your despatch 
bearing even date herewith, inclosing copies "of the peremptory de- 
mands made on the22d instant by the admiral and the eonsxil of France, 
and of the replies to the same," and informing me that you had by com- 
mand of the King, on the 22d of this month, addressed a request in His 
Majesty's name, through his special commissioner, James Jackson 
Jarves, esq., for the friendly m^iation of His Escellency the Presi- 
dent of the United States with the Government of France, in regard 
to all demands made or that may be made upon this Government by 
the consul and admiral of the French Eepublic, and to obtain this favor 
the King commands yon to request my "good offices." You also in- 
form me tbat a similar note has been addressed by you to H. B. M. con- 
sul-general, soliciting the mediation of England, stating that the King 
engages to ratify and abide hy the award of the President of the 
United States or of the British Government, acting either solely or 
jointly on all points that may not be agreed upon between the French 
Government and the King's special commissioner. You may assme 
His Majesty the King, that I will cheerfully do anything in my power 
to aid in bringing about an amicable adjustment of existing difliciilties, 
and for that purpose shall lose no time in sending to the President of 
tlie United States a copy of your despatch, accompanied with such re- 
mai'kg as I may deem necessary. 

I received a letter from Rear- Admiral Legoarant de Troraelin on the 
24th instant, bearing date the 23d, in which he states that " the Haw- 
aiian Government, especially in latter times, violated the treaty 
conducted between France and the Sandwich Islands in a manner 
which requires a prompt and complete reparation, which divers acts, 
of which some French citizens have been the victims, render-still indis- 
pensable," 

And the admiral advised me, among other things, that unless the 
Hawaiian Government should eomply with the ultimatum sent by him 
in concert with the consul of France, by 3 o'clock p. m. this day, that 
force would be used. 

Believing that the admiral had been misinformed in relation to the 
violation of the treaty, and knowing that the use of force for the pur- 
pose and in the manner indicated by him wonld greatly injure Anifcri- 
can commerce In the Pacific Ocean, I expressed in decided terms in my 
answer to the admiral's letter, w^hich bears date of the 24th instant, the 
opinion that neither the letter nor spirit of the treaty had been vio- 
lated by the Hawaiian Government^ and I protested against the enforc- 
ing of the demands in the manner indicated by the admiral. 

I shall lose no time in making the President of the United States 
fiilly acquainted with the course I have taken in relation to the pro- 
ceedings of the admiral and the consul of France, 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

J. TURGILL. 
His Bxcellency E, C, Wyllie, 

Minister of Foreign Relations, etc., Honolulu. 
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A treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, between the United 
States of America and Sia Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, 
concluded at Washington, SOth Deeeraber, 1849 — HaUfled 4th February, 
1850 — Exchanged 34th August, 1850 — Proclmmed JIh JSfovember, 1850, 

Whereas a treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, between 
the United States of America and His Majesty the King of the Hawa- 
iian Islands, "was concluded and signed at Washington on the twen- 
tieth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and tbrty-nine, the original of which treaty is, word ibr word, 
as follows: 

The Uuited States of America and His Majesty the King of the 
Hawaiian Islands, equally animated with the desire of maintaiBing the 
relations of good understanding which have hitherto so happily sub- 
sisted between their respective states, and consolidating the commer- 
cial intercourse between tiiem, have agreed to enter into negotiations for 
the conclusion of a treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation, for 
which purpose they have appointed plenipotentiaries, that is to say: 
The President of the United States of America, John M. Clayton, Sec- 
retary of State of the Uuited States, and His Majesty the King of the 
Hawaiian Islands, James Jackson Jarves, accredited as his special 
commissioner to the Government of the United States, who, after hav- 
ing exchanged their full powers, found in good and due form, have 
concluded and signed the following articles. 

Article I. 

There shall be perjietual pea«e and amity between the United States 
and the King of the Hawaiian Islands, his heirs and his successors. 

Abticlb II, 

There shall be reciprocal liberty of commerce and navigation between 
the United States of America and the Hawaiian Islands. No duty of 
customs or other Impost shall be charged upon any goods the produce 
or manufacture of one country, upon importation from such country 
into the other, other or higher than the duty or impost charged upon 
goods of the same hind the produce or manufacture of or imported 
from any other country; and the United States of America and His 
Maiesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands do hereby engage that the 
sul)je<;ts or citiKcns of any other state shall not enjoy any favor, privi- 
lege, or immunity whatever, in matters of commerce and navigation, 
which shall not also at tlie same time be extended to the subjects or 
citizens of tlie other conti'acting party, gratuitously, if the concession 
in favor of that other state shall have been gratuitous, and in return 
for a compeiiMiition, as nearly as possible of proportionate value and 
effect, te be adjusted by mutual agreement, if the concession shall have 
been conditional. 

Aeticle ni. 

All articles the produce or manufacture of either country, which can 
legally be iinpoi'tcd into either country from the other, iu ships of that 
other country, and theiice coming, snail, when so imported, be subject 
to the same duties and enjoy the same privileges, wliether imported in 
ships of the one country or in ships of the other; and, in like manner, 
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all goods which can legally be exported or reexported from either coun- 
try to the other, in ships of that other country, shall, when so exported 
or reexported, be subject to the same duties and be entitled to the same 
privileges, drawbacks, boaiitiea, and allowances, whether exported in 
ships of the one country or in ships of the other; and all goods and 
articles, of whatever description, not being of the produce or manufac- 
ture of the TTnited States, which can be legally imported into the Saud- 
wieh Islands, shall, when so imported in vessels of the United States, 
pay no other or higher duties, imposts, ox charges than shall be payable 
upon the like goods and articles when imported in the vessels of the 
most iavored nation, other than the nation of which the said goods and 
ariiclps are the prodnce or maniifa,eture. 

Article IV. 

TSo duties of tonnage, harbor, light-houses, pilotage, quarautinej or 
other similar duties, of whatever nature, or under whatever denomina- 
tion, shall be imposed in either country upon the vessels of the other. 
In respect of voyages between the United States of America and the 
Hawaiian Islands, if laden, or in respect of any voyage, if in ballast, 
which shall not be equally imposed in the hke ca^es on national vessels. 

AeTIOLB V. 

It is hereby declared that the stipulations of the present treaty are 
not to be understood as applying to the navigation and carrying trade 
between one x>ort and another situated in the States of either contract- 
ing party, such navigation and trade being reserved exclusively to 

national vessels. 

Article VI. 

Steam vessels of the United States, which may be employed by the 
Govemmentof the said States in the carrying of their public mails across 
the Pacific Ocean, or from one port in thatocean to another, shall have 
free access to the ports of the Sandwich Islands, with the privilege of 
stopping therein to refit, to refresh, to land passengers and their bag- 
gage, and for the ti'ansaction of any business pertaining to the public 
mail service of tha United States, and shall be subject, in such ports, 
to no duties of tonnage, harbor, lighthouses, quarantiue, or other simi- 
lar duties, of whatever nature or under whatever denomination. 

Aeticj,e VII. 

The whale ships of the Unit-ed States shall have access to the ports 
of Hilo, Keaiakekua, and Haualei, in the Sandwich Islands, for the 
purposes of refitment and refreshment, as well as to the ports of Hono- 
lulu and Lahaina, which only are ports of entry for all merchant ves- 
sels ; and in all the above-named ports they shall be permitted to trade 
or barter their supplies of goods,, excepting spiritiious liquors, to the 
amount of two hundred doUars ad vahrem for each vessel, without pay- 
ing any charge for tonnage or harbor dues of any description, or any 
duties or imposts whatever upon the goods or articles so traded or bar- 
tered. They shall also be permitted, with the like exemption from all 
charges for tonnage and harbor dues, farther to trade or barter, with 
the same exception as to spirituous liquors, to the additional amouut of 
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one thousand dollars aA. valorem for each vessel, paying upon the addi- 
tional goods and articiea so traded and bartered no otber or higher 
duties than are payable on like goods and articles when imported in the 
vessels and by the citizens or subjects of the most tiivored foreign na- 
tion. They shall also be permitted to pass from port to port of the 
Sandwich Islands for the purpose of procuring refreshments ; but they 
shall not discharge their seamen or land their passengers in the said 
islands, except at Lahaina and Honolalu ; and in all the ports named in 
this article the whale ships of the United States shall enjoy, in all re- 
spects whatsoever, all the rights, privileges, and immunities which ar- 
enjoyed by, or shall be granted to, the whale ships of the most favoree 
foreign nation. The like privilege of frequenting the three ports of the 
Sandwich Islands above named in this article, not being ports of entry 
for merchant vessels, is also guarantied to all the public armed vessels 
of the United States. But nothing in this article shall be construed as 
aathorieing any vessel of the United States having on board any disease 
usually regarded as requiring quarantine to eriter, during the continu- 
ance of such disease on board, any port of the Sandwich Islands other 
than Lahaiua or Honolulu. 

Article VIII. 

The contracting paities engage, in regard to the personal privileges, 
that the citizens of the United States of America shall enjoy in the do- 
minions of His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, and the 
subjects of his said Majesty in the United States of America, that they 
shall have iree and undoubted right to travel and to reside in the states 
of the two high conti'acting parties, subject to the same precautions of 
police which are practiced towards the subjects or citizens of the most 
favored nations. They shall be entitled to occupy dwellings and ware- 
houses, and to dispose of their personal property of every kind and de- 
scription, by sale, gift, exchange, will, or in any other way whatevei', 
without the smallest hindrance or obstacle; and their heirs or repre- 
sentative.^, being subjects or citizens of the other contracting party, 
shall succeed in their personal goods, whether by testament or ab in- 
testato; and may take possession thereof, either by themselves or by 
others acting for them, and dispose of the same at will, paying to the 
profit of the respective Governments such dues only as the inhabitants 
of the cottutry wherein the said goods are shall be subject to pay in 
like cases. And, in case of the absence of the heir and represen- 
tative, such care shall be taken of the said goods as would be taken 
of the goods of a native of the same country in like case, until the 
lawful owner may take measures for receiving them. And if a ques- 
tion should arise among several claimants as to. which of them said 
goods belong, the same shall be decided finally by the laws and judges 
of the land wherein the said goods see. Where, on the decease of any 
person holding real estate within the territories of one party, such reiu 
estate would, by the laws of the laud, descend on a citizen or subject 
of the other, were he not disqualified by alienage, such citizen or sub- 
ject shall be allowed a reasonable time to sell the same, and to with- 
draw the proceeds without molestation, and exempt from all duties of 
detraction on the part of the Government of the respective states. 
The citizens or subjects of the contracting parties shall not be obliged 
to pay, under any pretence whatever, any taxes or impositions other 
or greater than those which are paid, or may hereafter be paid, by the 
subjects or citizeas of tbe most favored nations, in the res 
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states of the "high contracting parties. They shall be exempt from all 
military service, whether by land or by sea; from forced, loans; and 
from evei'y extraordinary contribution not general and by law estab- 
lished. Their dwellings, warehouses, and all premises appertaining 
thereto, destined for the purposes of commerce or residence, shall be 
respected. No arbitrary search of or visit to their houses, and no arbi- 
trary examination or inspection whatever of the books, papers, or ac- 
counts of their trade, shall be made; but such measures shall be exe- 
cuted only in conformity with the legal sentence of a competent tri- 
bunal; aud each of the two contracting parties engages that the citi- 
zens or subjects of the other residing in their respective states shall 
enjoy their property and personal security in as full and ample manner 
ae their own citizens or subjects, or the subjects or citizensof the moat 
favored nation, but subject always to the laws and statutes of the two 
countries, respectively. 

Aetiole IX. 

The citizens aiid subjects of each of the two contracting parties shall 
be free in the States of the other to manage their own affairs them- 
selves, or to commit those afl'airs to the management of any persons 
whom they may appoint as their broker, factor, or agent ; nor shall the 
citizens and subjects of the two contracting parties be restrained in 
their choice ofpersonsto act iu such capacities; nor shall they be called 
upon to pay any salary or remuneration to any person whom they shall 
not choose to employ. 

Absolute freedom shall be given in all eases to the buyer and seller 
to bargain together and to fix the price of any goods or merchandise 
imported iut«, or to be exported from, the States and dominions of the 
two contracting parties, save and except generally such cases wherein 
the laws and usages of the country may require the intervention of any 
special agents in the States and dominions of the contracting parties. 
But nothing contained ia this or any other article of the present treaty 
shall be construed to authorize the sale of spirituous liquors to the na- 
tives of the Sandwich Islands, further than such sale may he allowed by 
the Hawaiin laws. 

Artici:b X. 

Bach of the two contracting parties may have, in the ports of the 
other, consuls, vice-consuls, and commercial agents of their own ap- 
pointment, who shall enjoy the same privileges and powers with those 
of the most favored nations ; but if any such consuls shall exercise com- 
merce, they shall be subject to the same laws and usage to which the 
Ittivate individuals of their nation are subject in the same place. The 
said consuls, vice-consuls, aud commercial agents are authorized to re- 
quhe the assistance of the local authorities for the search, arrest, deten- 
tion, and imprisonment of the deserters from the ships of war and mer- 
chant vessels of their country. For this purpose they shall apply to 
the competent tribunals, judges, and officers, and shall, in writing, de- 
mand the said deserters, proving, by the exhibition of the registers of 
the vessels, the rolls of the crews, or by other official documents, that 
such individuals formed part of the crews ; and this reclamation being 
thus substantiated, the surrender shall not be refused. Such desert- 
ers, when arrested, shall he placed at the disposal of the said consuls, 
vice-consuls, or commercial agents, aud may be coniined in the pubho 
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prisons, at the request and coat of those who shall claim them, in order 
to be detained until the time when they shall be restored to the vessel 
to which they helonged, or sent back to their own country by a vessel 
of the same nation, or any other vessel whatsoever. The agents, own- 
ers, or masters of vessels on account of whom the deserters have been 
apprehended, upon requisition of the local authorities, shall be reqnired 
to take or send away such deserters from the States and dominions of 
the contracting parties, or give such security for their good conduct as 
the law may require. But if not sent back nor reclaimed within six 
months from the day of their arrest, or if all the expenses of such im- 
prisonment are not defrayed by the party causing such arrest and 
imprisonment, they shall be set at liberty, and shall not be again ar- 
rested for the same cause. However, if the deserters should be found 
to have committed any crime or ofi'ence, their surrender may be de- 
layed until the tribunal before which their case shall be depending 
shall have pronounced its sentence, and such sentence shall have been 
carried into effect. 

Article XI. 

It is agreed that perfect and entire liberty of conscience shall be en 

joyed by the citizens and subjectsof both the contracting parties, in the 
connti'ies of the one and the other, without their being liable to be dis- 
turbed or molested on accoxmt of their religious beliet But nothing 
contained in this article sliall be construed to interfere witli the exclu- 
sive right of the Hawaiian Government to regulate for itself the schools 
which it may establish or support within its jurisdiction. 

Article XII, 

If any ships of war or other vessels be wrecked on the coasts of the 
States or Territories of either of the contracting parties, such ships or 
vessels, or any parts thereof, and all furniture and appurtenances be- 
longing thereunto, and all goods and merchandise which shall be saved 
therefrom, or the produce thereof, if sold, shall be faithfully restored 
with the least possible delay to the proprietors, upon being claimed by 
them or by theii' duly authorized factors; and, if there are no such 
proprietors or factors on the spot, then the said goods and merchan- 
dise, or the proceeds thereof, as well as all the papers tbund on board 
such wrecked ships or vessels, shall be delivered to the American or 
Hawaiian consul or vice-consul' in whose district the wreck may have 
taken place; and such consul, vice-consul, proprietors, or factors, shall 
pay only the expenses iiujurred in the preservation of the property, 
together with the rate of salvage and expenses of quarantine which 
would have been payable in the like case'of a wreck of a national ves- 
sel; and the goods and merchandise saved from the wreck shall not be 
subject to duties unless entered for consumption, it being understood 
that in case of any legal claim upon such wreck, goods, or merchandise, 
the same shall he referred for decision to the competent tribunals of 
the country. 

Article XIII. 

The vessels of either of the two contracting parties which may be 
forced by stress of weather or other cause into one of the ports of the 
other shall be exempt from all duties of port or navigation paid for the 
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benefit of the State, if the motives which led to their seeking lefiige be 
real and evident, and if no cargo be discharged or taken on board, save 
snch as may relate to the subsistence of the crew, or be necessary for 
the repair of the vessels, and if they do not stay in port beyond the 
time necessai'y, keeping in view the cause which led to their seeking 



AniicLE XIV. 

The contracting parties mutually agree to surrender, upon official 
requisition, to the authorities of each, all persons who, being charged 
with the crimes of murder, piracy, arson, robbery, tbrgery, or the utter- 
ance of forged paper, committed within the jurisdiction of either, shall 
be found within the territories of the other, provided that this shall 
only be done upon such evidence of criminality as, according to the 
laws of the place where the person so charged shall be found, would 
justify his apprehension and commitment tor trial if the crime had 
there been committed ; and the respective judges and other magistrates 
of the two Governments shall have authority, upon complaint made 
under oath, to issue a warrant for the apprehension of the person so 
charged, that he may be brought before such judges or other magis- 
trates, respectively, to the end that th« evidence of criminality may be 
heard and considered; and if, on a^BBearing, the evidence be deemed 
sufficient to sustain the charge, ^^^1 be the duty of the examining 
judge or magistrate to certify tlii^ame to the proper executive author- 
ity, that a warrant may issue for the surrender of such fugitive. The 
expense of such apprehension and delivery shall be borne and defrayed 
by tiie party who makes the requisition and receives the fugitive. 

Article XV. 

So soon as steam or other mail packets under the flag of either of the 
contracting parties shall have commenced running between their re- 
spective ports of entry, the contracting parties agree to receive at the 
post-offices of those ports all mailable matter, and to forward it as 
directed, the destination being to some regular post-office of either 
country, charging thereupon the regular postal rates as established by 
law in tie territories of either parly receiving said mailable matter, in 
addition to the original postage of the office whence the mail was sent. 
Mails for the United States shall be made up at regular intervals at 
the Hawaiian post-office, and dispatched to ports of the United States, 
the postmasters at which ports shall open the same, and forward the 
inclosed matter as directed, crediting the Hawaiian Government with 
their postage as established by law, and stamped upon each manuscript 
or printed sheet. 

AU mailable matter destined for the Hawaiian Islands shall be re- 
ceived at the several post-offices in the United States and forwarded 
to San Francisco, or other ports on the Pacific coast of the United 
States, whence the postmasters shall dispatch it by the regular mail 
packets to Honolulu, the Hawaiian Government agreeing on their part 
to receive and collect for and credit the Post-Office Department of the 
United States with the United States' rates charged thereupon. It 
shall be optional to prepay the postage on letters in either country, 
but postage on printed sheets and newspapers shall, in all cases, be 
prepaid. The respective Post-Office Pepaitments of the contracting 
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parties aball in their accounts, wliicb are to bo udjusted anuaally, be 
credited with all dead letters ruturiied. 

Article XVI, 

The present treaty shall be in force from the date of the exchange of 
the ratificatioiiB, for the term of ten years, and further, until the end ot 
twelve months after either of the contracting parties shall have given 
notice to the other of its intention to terminate the same, each of the 
said coutnustiug parties reserving to itself the right of giving such no- 
tice at the end of the said term often years or at any subsequent term. 

Any citizen or subject of either party infringing the articles of this 
treaty shall be held responsible for the same, and the harmony and 
good con-espondence between the two Governments shall not be inter- 
nipted thereby, each party engaging in no way to protect the offender 
or sanction such violation. 

ARriCLB XVII. 

The present treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United 
States of America, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 
of the said States, and by His Maj esty the King of the Hawaiian Isl- 
ands, by and with the advice of^Btajrivy council of state, and the rati- 
fication shall be exchanged at H^^Llu within eighteen months from 
the date of its signature, or sooner, iWossible. 

In witness whereof the respective pleuipotentiaries have signed the 
same in triplicate and have thereto affixed their seals. 

Done at Washington, in the English language, the twentieth day of 
December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine. 
John M. Clayton, [seal.] 

James Jackson Jaeves. [seal.] 

And whereas the said treaty has been duly ratified on both parts and 
the respective ratifications of the same were exchanged at Honolulu on 
the 24th day of August last, by Charles Bunker, consul of the United 
States at Lahaina, and E, C. WyUie, minister of foreign relations of His 
Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, on the part of their respec- 
tive governments: 

liTow, therefore, be it known that I, Millard Fillmore, President of the 
United States, have caused the said treaty to be made public, to the 
end that the same, and every article and clause thereof, may be ob- 
served and fulfilled with good faith by the United States and the citi- 
zens thereof. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this &th day of November, in the 
year of our Lord 1850, and of the Independence of the XJuited States 
the seventy-fifth. 

[l. 3. 1 MiLLAKD FiLLMOEE. 

By the President; 
W. S. Deebiok, 

Acting Secretary/ of State, 
S. Ex, 77 6 



d by Google 



8a. HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

Mr, G. P. Judd and Mr. James J. -larves to Mr. Clayton. 

Washington, May 30, 1850. 

Sib: We have the honor to inclose for your perusal copies ol certain 
docuiuMits relative to the iate diflBculties which have arisen between 
the Governments of France and the Hawaiian Islands. 

Nos. 17, 18, and 19 relate to an application to the Government of Her 
Britannic Majesty in order to obtain their good offices in the ad^just- 
ment of the poiuts at issue, Nos. 20 and 21 relate to a new treaty with 
France, 

From these you will perceive that the Britiah Government have con- 
sented to use their good offices in feivor of our Government, We are 
instructed to request the friendly interposition of the United States 
towards a satisfactory settlcmentof the difficulties with France, and we 
invite the cooperation of your excellency, particularly with reference 
to the adoption by both England and France of treaties similar to that 
negotiated by the United States. It is the earnest desire of Bis 
Hawaiian Majesty that the United States become party to an arrange- 
ment with those two powers to secure his, neutrality in all wars and 
provide for the settlement of any future difficulty which may arise be- 
tween the Hawaiian Islands and either of the three x>owers by a refer- 
ence to the other two. 

Trusting that onr communication may meet with a favorable con- 
sideration, we subscribe ourselves, 

Tour excellency's most obedient servants, 

G. P. Judd, 

jAJtES J. JAEVES. 
[Inclosures not found with note.] 



Mr. Clayton to Mr. Judd a/ad Mr. Jarves. 

Department op State, 
Washington, June 3, 1850. 
To Messrs. G. P. Judd and James J. Jabves, 

Waalhington : 
Gentlemen: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 30th ultimo, with the accompanying documents, relative to 
the difference between His Hawaiian Majesty's Government and the 
Government of France, growing out of certain proceedings of the late 
consul-general of France and of the naval commander of that Eepublic 
at the Hawaiian Islands, Your note has been submitted to the Presi- 
dent, who has directed me to state, ia leply, that as the United States 
have strong motives both of sympathy and interest, for desirtiig that 
His Hawaiian Majesty's Government should be upon the most fiieudly 
terms with all others and especially with thos<> of powerful commercial 
States, he ardently hoi)es that the misunderst#uding adverted to may 
be adjusted to the mutnttl satisfaction of the parties, and will cheer- 
fully do anything in his power, compatible with the cardinal poUcy of 
this Govei'nment, to bring about that desirable result. An inetmction 
will accordingly be addressed to Mr. Eives, the United States minister 
at Paris, directing him to employ his good offices, either separately or 
in, conjunction with the British minister, for the purpose of accommo- 
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dating the dispute between His Hawaiian Majesty's Government and 
that of France. 

The desire which yon express in behalf of His Hawaiian Majesty that 
the United States should become a party to an arrangement with Great 
Britain and. France to secure His Majesty's neutrality in all wars and 
provide for the settlement of any future difficulty which may arise be- 
tween the Hawaiian Islands and either of the three powers, by a ref. 
ereuce to the other two, shall be ^akeii into respectful consideration. 

I avail myself of the occasion, gentlemen, to oifer to you the assurance 
of my very high regard. 

John M. Claytoh. 



Mr, Clayton to Mr. Bives. 

No. 15.] Department op State, 

Washington, July 5, 1850. 
To William C. Eiybs, Esq., etc.: 

SiB: I transmit a copy of a note and of the accompanying papers 
addressed to this Department, under date the 30th of May last, by 
Messrs. G. P. Judd and James Jackson Jarves, accredited to this Gov- 
ennent as special commissioners of His Hawaiian Majesty, requesting 
thefriendly interposition of the United States towards a satisfactory 
settlement of the differences between the Hawaiian Government and 
that of France. A copy of my answer to the application is also 
inclosed. 

It certainly is very desirable tliat the relations between France and 
the Hawaiian Islands should be of an amicable character. We desire 
that those islands should maintain their independence. We believe 
that their existing government is competent to discharge the duties of 
a sovereign state, and that if any of its acts or omissions with reterenee 
to other governments, or to the citizens or subjects owing them alle- 
giauce, have been of questionable propriety, this should be imputed to 
the inexperience of the Hawaiian functionaries, and to tlie difficulties 
arising from the peculiarities of their position. 

It undoubtedly behooves the governments of older and more powerful 
states who hold official intercourse with the Hawaiian Government to 
view with indulgence any delinquencies which they may commit clearly 
resulting from the causes just hidicated. The occasion is not considered 
to call for an expression of an opinion by this Department in regard to 
the merits of the controversy betweepi the JiVencb and the Hawaiian 
authorities. The Department, however, will not hesitate to express 
its belief that whatever may have been the convictions of the French 
officers as to the justice of their cause, the measures adopted to obtain 
redresswere unnecoasarily harsh. It is hoped that this will ultimately 
be the conclusion of the French Government itself; and that, in that 
event, it will make such amends to the Hawaiian Government as a great 
and magnanimous nation can not fail to consider as due in such case to 
a feeble and iiijured state. 

The Department will be slow to believe that the French have any 
intention to adopt, with reference to the Sandwich Islands, the same 
policy which they have piu-sned in regard to Tahiti. If, however, in 
your jnrtgment it should be warranted by circximstances, you may take 
a proper opjwrtunity to intimate to the minister for foreign afiairs of 
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France that the situation of tiie Sandwicli Islands, ta respect to onr 
possessions on the I'aci&c and the bonds commercial and of other de- 
scriptiona between them and the United States, are such that we could 
never with indifference allow them to pass under the dominion or ex- 
clusive control of any other i>ower. We do not ourselves covet sov- 
ereignty over them. We would be content that they should remain 
tmder their present mlere, who, we believe, are disposed to be just and 
impartial in their dealings with all nations. 

The President is not prepared to comply with the request of Messrs. 
Judd and Jarvea, that the United States should become a party to an 
arrangement with England and Prance to secure the neutrality of the 
Hawaiian Government in all wars, and to provide for the adjustment 
of any future misunderstanding between that Government and either 
of the three by a reference to the other two. But although a formal 
treaty for these purposes would be too little in consonance with our 
usual iH>licy to be entered into without great deliberation, our interests 
involved in the independence of the Sandwich Islands are of sufficient 
importance to require and warrant ns in adopting other measures for 
the purpose of restoring aud preserving haimony between their Uovem- 
ment and that of either England or Prance. The President conse- 
quently hopes for the best results from your zealous, yet piiident, en- 
deavors toward a satisfactory accommodation of the dispute which is 
the immediate occasion of this dispatch, 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

John M. Clay ton. 



. Mr. W. C. Eives to Mr. Webster. 

Ifo. 49.] Legation of the Umitbd States, 

Paru, September 13, 1830. 
Sib : I omitted in my last dispatch to acknowledge the receipt of 
dispatch So. 15 from the State Department, addressed to me by the late 
Secretary of State, aud which was not received here until IhadleftParis 
on my recent excursion, I shall in the ezercise of the discretion it com- 
mits to me profit of the first occasion which may seem suitable and 
proper to bring the views and considerations it suggests to the aid of 
an amicable adjustment of the difficulties between the Sandwich Islands 
and this Government, without intruding officiously or offensively in the 
controversy between the parties. The minister of foreign affairs left 
here ten or twelve days ago to accompany the President in his visit 
to Cherbourg and some of the neighboring departments, and is not ex- 
pected baclc for several days yet to come. I have therefore had no 
opportuiiity of personal communication with him since my return to 
Paris. 

I have the honor, etc., 



We, Kamehanieha III, by the grace of God of the Hawaiian Islands, 
King: By and with the advice of our kuhina nui and counsellors of 
native chiefs, finding our relations with Prance so oppressive to my 
Kingdom, so inconsistent with its rights as an independent State, and 
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80 obstructive of .all our endeavors to artmiuister tho government of 
our ialands with equal justice with all nations and equal indepeudenc« 
of all tbreigB control, and despairing of equity and Justice from Prance, 
liereby proclaim as our royal will and pleasure tbat all our islands and 
all our rights as sovereign over them are from the date liereol placed 
under the protection and safeguard of the United States of America 
uutil some arrangements can be made to place our said relations with 
France upon a footing compatible with my rights as an independent 
sovereign under the laws of nations and compatible with my treaty en- 
gagements with other foreign nations; or, if such arrangements be 
found impracticable, then is our wish and pleasure that the protectioJi 
aforesaid under the United States of America be perpetual. 

And we further proclaim as aforesaid that from the date of publica- 
tiou hereof the flag of the United States of America shall be hoisted 
above the national ensign on all our forts and places and vessels navi- 
gating with Hawaiian registers. 

Done at our palace at Honolulu this 10th day of March, A. D. 1851, 
and in the twenty-sixth year of our reign. 

[l, s.] Kambhajibha. 

Kboni Ana. 



Mr. Severance to Mr. Webster. 

' United States Commission, 
No. 6.] Somlulu, Mmch 11, 1851. 

SiE : I wrote yon yesterday and sent the letter by mail in a vessel 
which sails on Wednesday, in relation to the negotiations with M. 
Perrin, the French consul-general, and that there was little probability 
of an amicable conclnsion. What will follow we can not tell, but in 
case of another hostile attack from the French, the King, with the ap- 
probation of his clilefs, and I believe nearly all the principal officers of 
the Government, have it in contemplation to talte down the Hawaiian 
flag and run up that of the United States. They contemplate annexa- 
tion to our Eepublie, and have already consulted me about it. They 
would prefer a guaranty of proteciion from En^and and the United 
States, andliave consulted with Gen. Miller, the British consul-general 
here. He gives them no satisfaction, having written to his Govern- 
ment on the same topic before and received no reply. He is bonud by 
the joint declaration of 1843, that Great Britain shall not talie posses- 
sion, either as a protectorate or otherwise. 

Tliere is considerable British interest here. Fonnerly the King and 
chiefs put great reliance on the protection of England, which was 
promised verbally to Liholiho, the immediate predecessor of the present 
King, when he visited Englsuid with several of his chiefs, William IV 
was then on the British throne, I believe; but since then they have 
had a great deal of difficulty with Mr. Charlton, the British consul, and 
some with Geo. Miller, the present consul. So they have also with jny 
predecessors, Brown and Ten Eyck; yetthe American interest, mission- 
ary, mercantile, and otherwise, is altogether parjmiount. 

The popular representati^'e body recently elected by native votes ia 
for the most part composed of natives of the United States, and so is 
the executive part of the Government, as well as the judiciary, at least 
in the high courts. The other branch of the legislature is composed of 
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a conncil of native chiefs, retaiEiug so far their ancient privileges. 
During tie last year or two there ha-s been a considerable immigration 
from Sidney, but mot an influential or desirable popnlation. Three- 
fourths, at least, of the business done here is by Americans, and they 
already own much of the real estate. The sugar-planters are nearly all 
Americana, and have a strong interest in annexation to the Fnitetl 
States, as in that event they will supply our Pacific coast with sugar 
at an advantage of 30 per cent over all other sugars irora the East 
Indies or elsewhere. The subject of annexation is here often hinted at, 
and sometimes freely discussed in private; but it is known only to a 
very few that the King and his Government have the matter under 
consideration. If the action of the French should precipitate a move- 
. iueut here, I shall be called on, perhaps, to protect the American flag. 
I was indeed requested to go and see the King on Monday night, and 
in the presence of the council to give him assurance of protection 
should he raise the American ilag instead of his own ; but I preferred 
to keep away, so as to avoid all appearance of intrigue to bring about a 
result which, however desirable, and as many believe ultimately inevi- 
table, must still be attended with dlfBeulties and embarrassments. It 
was a week before this that I was applied to by the King to prevent 
the sailing of the Vandalia, as was contemplated by Capt. Gardner. It 
was his wish to go on Saturday last. The letters of the premier, min- 
ister of the interior, and vice-regent will be found on sheet annexed, 
marked A. 

To the letter of the regent I replied as on sheet marked B. I then 
addressed a letter to Capt. Gardiner, after first having a free confer- 
ehce with him and with Mr. Allen, the American consul. Tlie letter 
is marked 0. To this Capt. Gardiner replied as marked D. 

Capt. Oosnier, commander of the Serieuse, appears to be a very 
worthy man and takes no part in the controversy, as fiir as known. He 
can not speak English. I can not yet believe Mr, Perrin will require 
him to commeiic« war or reprisals, or even blockade. I am, however, in 
the highest degree anxioua to have your instructions how far I may go 
in protecting the American flag if it shall be raised here. There will 
be no lack of volunteers to defend it on shore, and a host will soonrnsh 
here from California to uphold the stars and stripes. But then if the 
French should flre upon the town from the corvette, might not Capt. 
Gardiner interpose to protect American property which is to be found 
on both sides of every street in town, and all along the wharves? 
Under the circumstances I am strongly inclined to this opinion, but it 
requires very serious reflection. I hope no outbreak may change the 
present state of things till I can hear from you and know how far lean 
be justified iu calling upon a volunteer force or any of our vessels of 
war to defend the American flag should it be raised here by the con- 
sent or desire of the existing Government. 

The Serieuse may now go away without committing any act of hos- 
tility, but the difficulties are not settled. The French may return with 
a larger force. They have more ships of war in the Pacific — one frigate 
and a brig, I believe. The natives look upon them as enemieix and if 
they come again on a like errand we shall be again api)ealed to for pro- 
tection and the subject of annexation will come up again with added 
force. 

I hope the exigency will not arrive till after I have heard from you, 
as I greatly fear my inclination may lead me to transcend my authority. 
Meantime I shall endeavor to retain the confidence of the King, the 
chiefs, and the cabinet. Of the Latter, John Young, minister of the in- 
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terior, is tlie son of an EnglTShmaii by a native woman, Mr. Wylie, 
iitlDister of foreign relations, is a ScotcliiDan, liberal and learned. Dr. 
Judd, minister of finance, is from New York; so is the chief justice, 
W, L. Lee; and so is Mr. Bishop, the collector -general, who boards at 
the same table with me. Mr. Bates, the attorney-general, is from 
Michigan. Mr. Armstrong, minister of public iustructiou, is ftom 
Pennsylvania; Judge Andrews is from Ohio, These Americans are 
now Hawaiian subjects, but they retain their afl'ection for their native 
land. 

Webnesday, March JH. 
The King, his chiefs, and ministers, had a consultation at the palace 
on Monday night, and again on Tuesday night. It was the desire of 
the chiefs to appeal to Geu. Miller for British protection. This was 
promised them verbally by William IV, when they were in England. 
They have never forgotten It; but the general gave them no iiromises. 
At the same time he cautioned them against transferring their author- 
ity to any other power, evidently meaning the United States. I find 
he is beginning to be a little jealous of us. They say he complains of 
the partiality of the Government to Americans, He breakfasted with M. 
Perrin a few days ago, and though he declares the French demands pre- 
posterous, he still seems little disposed to do much to oppose them. 
Perrin will doubtless inflame his jealousy of us as much as possible. 
Already I hear through a French channel that Perrin has no fear of 
England in this business. They both see that the natural tendency 
of events will be to thoroughly Americanize the islands, a process 
which will go on more rapidly when we get a steam commnnication 
with San Francisco, 

The tone of the California newspapers just received, too, will quicken 
these jealousies and apprehensions, if they are felt. But what is most 
important for you to know is that a i>apet has actually been drawn up 
and executed transferring the sovereign authority of the Islands to the 
United States with the design of having the fiag of the United States 
above the Hawaiian. This is only to be used in ease of hostilities by 
the French; otherwise to be a dead letter. I am not committed to this 
proceeding by any writing, nor liave I been present, but have my in- 
formation from one who was presont. The most I have said in private 
conversation is, that if the King cedes the islands to the United States 
and puts up the American flag, I will do what I can to protect it' for 
the time being, until the pleasure of my Government sliall be known. 
Leaning upon us as they do, and sympathizing with them under aggra- 
vated wrongs and repeated insults, I could not tell them we should re- 
ject their proffered allegiance, and stand pas8i'\'e while they, with the 
American flag in their hands, should be trampled under tbot by the 
French, If in this I have said too much, I am willing to be sacrificed 
if I can be the means of bringing about ultimate fevorable results. 

The Fuhnouth is expected here shortly, and I am in hopes that when 
the news of difficulties here reaches Com, McAuley he will come here 
with the Baritan. There ought to be an American ship-of-war here most 
of the time; its presence will have a salutary effect in preventing mis- 
chief The English hare had none liere for some time. The fear of 
disturbances here operates injuriously upon our oommei'ce, checks em- 
igration hither, and retards the purchase of lands here by Americans. 

Ton will get a pretty accurate view of these islands, their resources, 
and their politics, from Mr. Jarves' History, latest edition. Com. 
Wilkes, and Com. Jones too, understood the uiatter very welL 
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MTien Capt. La Place was here, in 1839, the Frencli consul was Jules 
Dudoit; he has remained here, and is now a lesident of the Ibland of 
Kani. I airi told on good authority that he says it was the intention 
of La Place to seize and retain the islands, and that in demanding the 
sum of $2ft,000, in default of which he would take possession, he had 
no idea the King could i^aise the money, and was much disappointed 
when he did so by borrowing it of the foreign residents. M. Dudoit 
has now laige interests here and entirely disapproves the present con- 
duct of the French. 

The Government here has long been harassed by the continued inter- 
ference of foreign consuls. The English consuls have been as dicta- 
torial as the French in sbme things, especially in the matter of land 
claims. If an English subject had any sort of claim to a piece of land, 
he was pretty sure to get through the interference of the consul, who 
paid little respect to native courts. Property of great value in this 
town was given to Mr. Charlton by a decision of the law advisers of 
the British crown in London on a case made up by the consul. In fact, 
the independence of the Islands has not been practically acknowledged. 
The Goveroment has been compelled to yield to every capricious de- 
mand whlcJi a British or French foreign resident chose to make, if he 
could get his consal by any means to take up bis casa He had only 
to point to the guns of a ship of war, and the trembling Government, 
conscious of its weakness, was forced to yield. The Government has 
sought guarantees of protection but has not obtained them. Mutual 
jealousy of each other, cooperating with more generous motives, dic- 
tated the joint declaration of 1843 by England and France; but this 
does not secure the Islands from continued annoyance by the latter, 
and hence the people here want a flag over tliem which will protect 
them. 

Wednesday (2 o'clock p. m). 
John Toung, minister of the interior, and Dr. Gerret P. Judd, minis- 
ter of finance, have just called on me at my office, and delivered to me 
-a paper, which, after allowing me to read, they sealed in my presence 
and delivered to me to be kept among the archives of the legation. It 
contains this indorsement upon the envelope in the native language, 
which Dr. Judd translated to me as follows: 

The King requcBtB the Commissioner of the United States in case the flag nf the 
United States is raised above the Hawaiian, that he will open the inelosed and act 
aiccordingly. 

The paper thus sealed is a cession of the sovereignty of the Islands 
to the United States by proclamation of the King, to be held nntO 
some arrangement satisfaetory to all parties can be made consistent 
with the treaty obligations already existing; and in case none such 
can be made, then the transfer of sovereignty to be perpetual. 

This, of course, requires the consent of the United States, which I 
have not the authority to pledge, but I shall keep the paper and be 
governed by circumstances. The most I can do is to a«eept the trans- 
fer provisionally and wait for the decision of my Government there- 
upon. The proclamation also authorizes vessels with Hawaiian regis- 
ters to carry the flag of the United States. 

Dr. Judd, in the presence of Mr. Toung, assured me that the King 
and his chosen and constitutional advisers were unanimous in agreeing 
to the coui'se they had taken. 
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March 16. 

I undorstjind from Mr. Wyllie this morning, that M. Perria baa 
returned to Mm tlie copy of my letter setting forth the claim of Ladd & 
<jo. for violation of the La Place treaty, deeming it to contain an often- 
aive imputation on La Place, and also the correspondence between Mr. 
Bates and myself in relation to the treaty of 18i6, You wiU have here- 
with copies of the correspondence so returned, and judge whether I have 
transgressed the rules of diplomatic decorum, 

Li relation to the La Place treaty I have stated the literal truth. It 
"was extorted at the mouth of cannon, and the world ought to know it, 
if it does not already. The official correspondence at the time deiaon- 
sttates this, and M. Perrin can not deny ifc. Perhaps he tabes this course 
to evade a demand which he can not meet by argument, for he has him- 
self admitted that the La Place treaty was in force from 1839 to 1846. 

I learned last night from undoubted authority (an American resident 
who has long been opposed to the Government here) that tbe few French 
and Engbsli residents here are trying to get up another opposition 
paper in place of one recently stopped for want of support. The pro- 
posed editor is an Englishman; the prospectus which has been pri- 
vately circulated denounces the missionaries and the Government. 
Funds wDl probably be raised and the paper started. You are aware 
that many Americans who hate the missionaries for reasons yon no 
doubt understand and hate the Government for the same and other 
reasons have heretofore fallen into the opposition, but they have no 
intention of playing into the hands of the British or French leaders, 
and when the flag of the United States shall be raised every man of 
them wUl rally under ik The restraining moral and religious influence 
of the missionaries is odious to many here, and this is inflamed by for- 
eigners who see that these missionaries are all Americans, and con- 
versing as they do in the native language and mingling with the na- 
tives have a powerful influence over them. The same remark applies 
to the officers of the Government. They are now all with us, and we 
must keep them so. It has been otherwise. 

I refer to the nature of the American opposition to the Government 
here to let you see clearly what elements British or J^ench inflxiences 
have to work upon. But these will be swept away in a moment when 
the question lies between an American and some other foreign flag. It 
must be remarked, too, that the number opposed to the laws for the 
suppression of licentiousness and drunkenness is being constantly 
diminished comparatively by the arrival of merchants, agriciilturists, 
and others with their femilies, giring a constantly improved tone to 
society, which is now very good in Honolulu. 

Monday, March 17. 

This is the King's birthday. Flags are displayed in all dii-ections. 
The King has a levee to-night. 

The importers of foreign goods here may not like to substitute the 
American tai'ifF for the Hawaiian, but then there will be ample compen- 
sation in having ftree trade with our part of the continent, and 30 per 
cent protection on sugai'. Even now there is a greater amount of goods 
imjwrted from the United States than Irom all the world beside. The 
6 per cent wUl be saved on this. The natural markets of these islands 
are along tbe Pacific American coast, while the imports wilt come from 
all parts of the world, but being chiefly fl'om the United States will 
pay no duties. 

It is believed to be a part of the design of the new paper to attempt to 
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control the elections to the legislative body. At the last election Dr. 
£ooke, one of the successful candidates, an Englishman and not a 
Catholic, received eveiy Catholic vote, the tickets for him being marked 
with a cross. If there shonld be an attempt to unite the European and 
Catholic interests in the elections, it will bring aU the Americans to act 
together and they will carry all the chiefs and nine-tenths of the na- 
tive votes with them. We look to the legislative body to sanction and 
confirm the action of the King and the chiefs. I hold it to be pietty 
certain the native Government can not last long. The King's health 
is precarious; he is not so temperate as he onght to be, and the prince, 
heir apparent, is unfortunately getting into the same way. They are 
now under good restraining influences, but they are often tempted by 
wine and flattery to discard their Puritanical advisei-s and maintain 
their royal prerogatives. It is almost a marvel that they have resisted 
these seductions so well as they have; but they have some chiefs in 
their council who are very wise and cautious men. 

As to the importance of these islands to our commerce I need say 
nothing to you. This town raiist be a great depot for coal for the 
steamers to China and of supplies for the whaling fleet. But besides 
this the islands have great agricultural capacities. I have before me 
the first volume of the translations of the Hawaiian Agricaltnral Soci- 
ety, of which I have become a member. Among the papers is an 
address of H, M. Whitney, who has long been a resident of the islands. 
He estimates that there are 224,000 acres of sugar lands, and twice 
that number of acres of tillable lands. Calculating sugar at 6 cents 
per pound, he says the annual produce of the lands would be no less 
than $27,000,000. He puts down the probable exports thus: 

From the proAiice of Boil $20,250,000 

Fromhidea, tallow, and beef. 1,876,000 

Batter and cheefle 1,000,000 

Total 23,125,000 

This may be an extravagant estimate, but it is no longer doubtful 
that the islands can produce avast amount of sugar, coffee, and a great 
variety of tropical fruits, precisely such as are wanted on our Pacific 
coast, while an acre of swampy taso land will supply half a dozen 
families of natives with food. 

I am happy to say that the Hawaiian Government has no public 
debt, but has public lands, though perhaps the King and chiefs own 
the greater part of the vacant lands in their individual rights. The 
public fiinds have been very carefully managed, mneh better probably 
than they would have been had the opposition prevailed upon the King 
to discharge his ministers. 
In the report of the minister of finance of 1850 I find the i'ollowing 



In repoTting tie state of the department of finance it is witb extreme pleasure 
that it can be aaid in brief to he out of debt, ami that the revenue received Laa 
been snfflcient to meet tie current exigencies of the Gfovernment and to admit the 
expending of a considerable sum in permanent improvements for the general good. 

Entire receipts $301,576.61 

Disbnrsements , 179,034.54 

Balance in favor of treasury 122, 542. 07 

The whole balance of assets in favor of the treasury is $170,981.40, 
batdeducting the amount not deemed available the balance is $04,539.39. 
Not many independent governments stand so well as this. 
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There are some claims against the Government, but the greater 
amonnt of them, if good against the Government, are good against 
France, being damages for nonexecution of the Laplace treaty by 
France, as aet forth in my Ho. 7, March 3, to the Hawaiian minister of 
foreign relations. 

While thus out of debt and with money in the treasury, there is also 
Government property to the value of several hundred thousand dollars, 
which ought, I think, to be left to the territory when formed, as the 
tariff of the United States would here produce more revenue than the 
government of the islands would cost the United States. Leaving the 
lands also to the Island territorial or state Government would still be 
avast deal better bargain than we made with Texas in a financial point 
of view. 

March 18. 

A good deal of powder was burned yesterday in celebrating the 
King's birthday. There were flags of all sorts, and in the evening the 
palace was crowded by the representatives of all nations, except the 
"Palani" (French). So many white fa«es (and especially ladies) were 
never seen there before. The number is rapidly increasing every year. 

After the company departed the King's baud came to my lodgings 
ind played " Hail Oolnmbia." I know not if there was a special desiga 
'.n it. The band is composed of Germans and natives. 

The white population of the islands is increasing^ the native is dimin- 
ishing. The commerce with British possessions m New Zealand and 
New Holland is increasing, as also with China and the East Indies, and 
emigrants come &om both quarters. We want the steam communica- 
tion with San Francisco as quick as possible. Mr. Kingsbury, of New 
York, is here trying to make arrangements to put two steamers on the ■ 
line from here to the coast and also to go from one island to another. 
With these steamers and a telegraph from San Francisco to Washing- 
ton we can communicate with you in about a week; so I hope you will 
not object to a political coiuiection on account of distance. Nor are we 
so far from the centripetal force of our republic as to be in danger of 
being thrown off in a tangent. We must not take the islands in virtue 
of the "manifest destiny "principle, but can we not accept their vol- 
untary offetT Who has a right to forbid the bans? 

I ought, jwrhaps, to have stated before, though it may be known to 
you, that tliere is no land tax. Foreigners are not taxed on their prop- 
erty. There is a poll tax or labor tax, but the revenues are mostly de- 
rived from customs, tonnage duties, licenses, harbor dues, stamps, etc. 
But roads are much wanted, and the making of most of them will be 
expensive, from the mountainous nature of the country. 

Thuesday, March 30. 
From present appearances the plan of getting up an op;:osition paper 
here in tbe British interest will fail. So many Americans belonging to 
the old opposition have joined in the project they wiU be sure to con- 
trol it. They have been put on their guard and will insist ou having 
an Anieriean editor. We can not yet let the American opposition into 
our secret, lest it should get out. These Americans' ai'C in favor of 
annexation, but they have no idea the cabinet they are opposing axe 
equally so, and they, in their hatred of the missiouEtries, have appa- 
• i-ently not considered how powerful the latter may be in any question 
between American and other foreign influence with the natives. The 
Protestant missionaries are all Americans — all republicans. The Cath- 
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olic miBsionaries have all their instructions from Eome and are all 
Freiielimen — Jesuits, in part, if not wholly. 

With an American editor for the opposition paijer, we can prevent 
him from doing any serious mischief. I have confided our secret to 
Dr. Robert W. Wood, one of this old American opposition to the Gov- 
ernment, but a very discreet and influential man, with -whom I have 
daily intercourse. He has two extensive sugar plantations and ar- 
dently desires annexation. He now goes into the support of tlie new 
paper for the purpose of keeping it in American hands. If tlie British 
Interest insist on controlling it, the Americans will all drop it, and then 
it will be powerless, 

PeidAT, March 21. 

I hear to-day from members of the cabinet that the difficulties with 
M. Periin are in part settled, or waived, and in part referred to the 
French Government at home, and that the Serieuse will soon go away, 
leaving M. Perrin hefe. A few days ago he increased his demands. 
Mr, Wyllie told him they were wholly inadmissible. He then intimated 
that he should be compelled to enforce them. Mr. Wyllie told him in a 
very significant manner that if he did so the King's independence 
would be at an end. Mr. Dudoifc had told him before that if he pushed 
his demands too fer,theislands would go into the possession of the United 
States, Probably he had the same intimation from other quarters. 
Mr. Wylhe's remark and manner confirmed these intimations, and it is 
probably in consequence that he has since lowered his tone and evinced 
a disposition to recede as fast as his dignity and French honor will 
permit. 

The dnty on distilled spirits, in accordance with the recommendation 
of the Hawaiian Chamber of Commerce (composed of merchants, chiefly 
Americans), will be reduced to $2.50; but theie will be no treaty stipu- 
lation about it. It satisfies M. Perrin for the present, though the efiTect 
will be to diminish the importation of French brandy and iucrease the 
importation of rum, gin, and whisty. 

The question of indemnity to the Hawaiian Government for property 
destroyed, the King's yacht carried off, and damages under the La- 
plaee treaty, is to be referred to the French Government. I do not 
see that M. Perrin gains anything whatever by his mission. When the 
Serieuse goes away the Vwndalia wiU go also, but I hope another Aiueri- ■ 
can ship-of-war will soon be here. The natives look to us now as theii- 
friends and protectors, and they do not regard the matter as finally 
settled, as indeed It is not. New demands may be. made at any time 
and perhaps a larger armament be sent to enforce them. 

Now the question may arise. What shall I do with the King's cession 
to the United States! Ought I to retain it if he asks for it? I think 
I shall not give it up till I hear from you. We have a great interest in 
the islands, and may as Well hold the paper as security against a 
cession to any other power. We should not enforce it against the will 
of the King and his chiefs, bnt his health is precatious, and such are the 
habits of his appointed successor there is no knowing whom he may 
choose for his constitutional advisers. He may be weary of the moral 
restraints imposed upon him now and throw himself into the arms of 
some interest altogether hostile to us. In that event the paper I hold 
may have its use. I want your instructions before any new difficulties 
arise, 

Capt. Gardiner, of the Yandalia, will take this letter and forward it 
to you by some ti'usty hand. 
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1 dine with Gen. Miller, tlie IJritish consul-general for the Pacific 
islanda, this afternoon, and may be able to pick up some information. 
I now close this letter, but shall write further by the same convey- 
ance. I have written this as altogether confidential. 
"With great respect, I have the honor, etc., 

Luther Seveeakce. 



Mr. Webster to Mr. Rives. 

No. 28.] ]>EPARTMBNT OF S'J'ATE, 

WasMngton^ June 19, 1851. 
William C. Rivks, Esq., etc. ; 

SiE : In the dispatch from this Department (No. 15) of the 5th of 
July last, you were instructed with reference t-o the application of 
Messrs. G. P. Judd and James Jackson Jarves, special commissioners 
of the Hawaiian G-overnment, for the mediation of the Government of 
the United States for the purpose of adjusting the difltterences between 
that Government and the Government of France. In your dispatch 
(No. 49) of the 12th of September, you stated that you would avail your- 
self of the first suitable occasion towards bringing about an amicable 
adjustment of the controversy. It is believed, however, that you have 
not since mentioned the subject. 

It appears flrom the accompanying letters addressed to the Depart- 
ment and to the Eev. Bufas Anderson by Mr. Judd, from Panama, that 
the French Govemmcut declined to accept the mediation of the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain, and dispatehed an agent to the Sandwich 
Islands, ■whom Mr. Judd met at Panama, waiting for the arrival of 
an armed force from Callao, with which he intended to proceed to the 
islands for .hostile purposes. The pubhcjonmalshave since announced 
that behad reached his destination and had entered upon a correspond- 
ence with the Hawaiian Government. This intelligence has given the 
President much pain. It has also alarmed the American Board of Mis- 
sions, whose corresponding secretary visited this city last autumn, 
brought with him the letter from Mr. Judd to the Eev. Mr. Anderson 
above referred! to, and made application for vessels of war of the 
United States to be sent to the islands for the protection of the persons 
and property of the miesionaiies there. 

Under these circumstances, if you shoiUd not already have made the 
French Govecdmeut acquainted with the interest we feel in the inde- 
pendence of the islanda, you will lose no time in taking that cotitse. 

The proceedings of M. Dillon and the French admiral there in 18i9, 
so far as we are intbrmed respecting them, seem, both in their origin 
and in their nature, to have been incompatible with any jiiat regard for 
the Hawaiian Government as an independent state: They can not, 
according to our impressions, be acomiuted for upon any other hypo- 
thesis than a determination on the pai-t of those officers to humble and 
annihilate that Government for refusing to accede to demands which, 
if granted, must have been at the expense of all self-respect and sub- 
stantial sovereignty, llie further- enforcement of those demands which, 
it ap])ears, is the object of Mr. Perrin's mission, would be tantamount to 
a subjugation of the islands to the dominion of France. A step like 
this coiUd not fail to be viewed by the Government and people of tlie 
United States with a dissatisfaction which would tend seriously to 
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disturb our existing friendly relations witb the Prench Goverment. 
This is a reHult to be deplored. If, therefore, it should not be too late, 
it is hoped that you will make such representations upon the subject to 
the minister of foreign affairs of Prance as will induce that Government 
to desist from measures incompatible with the sovereignty and inde- 
iwndence of tlie Hawaiian Islands, and to make amends for the acta 
whicli the French agents have already committed there in contraven- 
tion of the law of nations and of the treaty between the Hawaiian 
Government and France. 

I am, sir, respectftiUy, your obedient servant, 

Danl. Websteb. 



JOINT EESOLUTIOIf. 

Se it resolvedly thenohles tmd representatives oftkeSawaiiwn Islands 
in UgtslaUve cowncil assembled, That, in the sense of this house, the 
demands of France are so clearly unjust and contrary to the laws of 
nations aiid to treaty, and the course pursued by her so incompatible 
with the existence of a regular independent government in these 
islands; if Prance should persist in such a course it will be the duty of 
the King to shield himself and his kingdom from insult and oppres- 
sion by placing this kingdom under the protection of some friendly 
state; and that should such emergency be so urgent as not to admit of ■ 
the legislative council being convened, it shall be left to His Majesty 
by and with the adrice of his privy council, under such emergency, to 
consult the honor and safety of Me kingdom, according to His Majesty's 
best judgment; and that whatever he may do will be binding upon 
the nation. 
Paysed both houses of the legislature June 21, 1851. 

Wm. L. Lee, 
Speaker of the Souse of Bepresentatvves. 
Keoni Ana, 
President of the Souse of Mohles. 

Approved by the King, August 4, 1851. 

Kamehambha. 
Keoki Ana, 



Mr. Rives to Mr. Webster. 

^0. 93.] Vichy, July 8, 1851. 

SiE: 1 received here three days ago your dispatch Mo. 28. 

While Gen, de la Hitte was minister of foreign affairs I had sev- 
eral conversations with him respecting the unhappy differences which 
had arisen between France and the Hawaiian Government. I availed 
myself of those occasions to represent to him the deep interest which 
the people and Government of the United States feel in the welfore and 
independence of the Hawaiian Islands, and their earnest desire to see 
the coutrovei-sy then pending brought to an amicable conclusion, which 
should be consistent alike with the magnanimity of France and the 
claims of justice on both sides. Gen. de la Hitte always testified the 
best dispositions on the subject, and I had reason to think that he was 
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far from approving in all things the conduct of the French agent in 
1849. Since his retirement from the ministry there have been such 
frequent changes in the department of foreign affairs that I have had 
ho snitable opportunity of recurring to the subject in the brief periods 
of official intercourse with the successive ministers who have tempora- 
rily occupied the department; nor indeed did I suppose from all that 
has come to my knowledge that there was any serious danger of meas- 
ures being pursued which might compromise the independence or over- 
awe the freedom of action of the Hawaiian Government in regard to 
the matters in dispute. 

8inc« the receipt of your dispatch, I have felt it my duty to address 
a communication to the minister of ibreign aftairs, setting forth plainly 
and frankly, hut in a tone not calculated to wound the pride or dignity 
of the French Gtovemmentj the I'iews of the Government of the United 
States as embodied in your dispatch, the deep interest it feels in the 
independence of the Sandwich Islands, and tlie danger that would con- 
sequently arise of an interruption of the good.nnderstanding now hap- 
pily existing between France and the United States, if measures should 
be pursued by her authority incompatible with a just respect of that 
independence. To give the full effect you desire to these representa- 
tions, it seemed to me indispensable that they should be made in writ- 
ing, for, besides the consideration that mere verbal communications 
never have the weight and importance that are attached to -written 
ones, a strong additional reason is ftimished by the changes of ministry 
which so frequently occur here for placing the views of the Govern- 
ment of the United States on record, where they will pass under the 
eyes of whatever ministers may successively be called to conduct the 
department of foreign aflfairs. A copy of the communication ad- 
dressed to me by the minister of foreign affairs is herewith inclosed. 
I shall return to Paiis in a few days, and if anything of importance 
should occur in my interview with the mimster I will embrace the 
earliest opportunity to communicate it to you. 
I have the honor to be, ete., 

W. 0. liiVES, 



Ifr. Webster to Mr. Severance. 

'So. i.] Departivient of State, 

Washington, July 14, 1851. 
LuTHEE Severance, Esq. : 

Sir: Your conflilential communications, S"os. 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and H, 
have been duly received, sabniitted to the President, and by him con- 
sidered. 

They relate to a subject of great importance, not only to the Hawai- 
ian Government and its citizens, but also to the United States. 

The Government of the United States was the first to acknowledge 
the national existence of the Hawaiian Government, and to treat with it 
as an independent state. Its example was soon followed by several of 
the Governments of Europe; and the United States, true to its treaty 
obligations, has in no case interfered with the Hawaiian Government 
for the purpose of opposing the course of its own independent conduct, 
or of dictating to it any particiilEir line of policy. In acknowledging the 
independence of the islands, and of the Government estabHshed ovot 
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them, it was not seefeing to promote any peculiar object, of its own 
What it did, and all that it did, waa done openly in the face of day, in 
entire good faith, and known to all nations. It declared its real pur- 
pose to be to favor the establishment of a government at a very im- 
portant point in the Pacific Ocean, which should be able to maintain 
such relations with the rest of the world, as are maintained between 
civilized states. 

From this purpose it has never swerved for a single moment, nor is 
it inclined, \vithout the pressure of some necessity, to depart from it 
ndw, when events have occurred giving to the islands and to their 
intercourse with the United States a new aspect and increased import- 
ance. 

This Government still desires to see the nationahty of the Hawaiian 
Government maintained, its independent administration of public af- 
fairs respected, and its prosperity and reputation increased. 

But while thus indisposed to exercise any sinister influence itself 
over the counsels of Hawaii, or to overawe the pi-oceedings of its Gov- 
ernment by the menace or the actual application of superior military 
force, it expects to see other powerful nations act in the same spirit. 
It is, therefore, with unfeigned regret that the President has read the 
corresimndence and bex«me acquainted with the eirciunstances occur- 
ring between the Hawaiian Government and M. Perrin, the commis- 
sioner of France at Honolulu. 

It is too plain to be denied or doubted that demands were made upon 
the Hawaiian Government by the French commissioner wholly incon- 
sistent with its character as an independent state, demands which 
if submitted to in this case would be sure to be followed by other de- 
mands equally derogatory, not only from the same quarter, but prob- 
ably also from other states, and this could ojily end in rendering the 
islands and their Goveramentaprey to the stronger commercial nations 
of the world. 

It can not be expectal that the Government of the United States 
could look on a course of things leading to such a result with indiffer- 
ence. 

The Hawaiian Islands are ten times nearer to the United States than 
to any of the powers of Europe. Five-sixths of all, their commercial 
intercourse is with the United States, and these considerations, to- 
gether with others of a more general character, have fixed the course 
which the Govemnieut of the United States will pursue in regard to 
them. The annunciation of this policy willnot surprise the governments 
of Europe, nor be thought to be unreasonable by the nations of the 
civiliaed world, and that policy is that whUe the Government of the 
United States, itself felthfiil to its original assurance, "scrupulously 
regards the independence of the Hawaiian Islands, it can never consent 
to see those islands taken possession of by either of the great commer- 
cial powers of Europe, nor can it consent that demands, manifestly 
unjust and derogatory and inconsistent with a bona fide independence, 
shall be enforced against that Government. 

The substance of what is here said has already been intimated^ith 
sufficient explieitness to the Government of France, and we havethe 
assurance of his excellency, M. Sartiges, minister of the Kepnblic of 
France near the United States, that that Government has no purpose 
whatever of taking possession of the islands or of acting towards them 
in any hostile or aggressive spirit. 

A copy of this letter will be placed in the hands of the French min- 
ister here; anothercopy will be transmitted to Paris; and another copy 
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you -will please to communicate to M. Perriii, the French commissioner, 
upon the appearance of any disposition on his part or on the part of 
any French naval commander in the Pacific Ocean to proceed to hos- 
tilities against the Uovemment of Hawaii for the pnrirose of enforcing 
the demands which have been made upon it on the part of France. 

The Navy Department will receive instructions to place, and to keep, 
the naval armament of the United States in the Pacific Ocean in such 
a state of strength and preparation aa shall be requisite for the preser- 
vation of the honor and dignity of the United States and the safety 
of the Govei-mnent of the Hawaiian Islands. 
I have, etc., 

DAHtEL WeBSTEE, 



[Umnjiulioi'ed.] 

Mr. Webster to Mr. Severa/noe. 

Dbpaetmbnt of State, 
Washington, July 14, 1851. 

SlE : I have written you a regular official dispateli^ setting forth the 
principles of policy whi<;h will he pursued by the adnnnistration here in 
whatever respects the Government of the Hawaiian Islands. 

I now write you a letter' of private inst-ractions, made necessary by 
suggestions contained in your communications by Lieut. Johnson. 

In the flrrtt place, I have to say that the war-making power in this 
Govenunent tests entirely with Congress, and that the President can 
anthonae belligerent operations- only in the cases expressly provided 
for by the Constitution and the laws. By these no power is given to the 
Executive to oppose an attack by one independent nation on the pos- 
sessions of another. We are bound to regard both France and Hawaii 
as independent states, and equally independent; and though the gen- 
eral policy of the Govemmsnt might lead it to take part with either in 
a controversy with tho other, still, if this interference be an act of 
hostile force, it is not within the constitutional power of the. President, 
and still less is it within the power of any subordinate agent of Govern- 
ment, civil or military. If the 8erie«sehad attacked Honolulu, and 
thereupon the Vandalia had fired upon the Serieiise, this last act would 
have been an act of violence against France not to be justified, and, in 
fa<it, if not disavowed at Washington it would have been an act of 
war. In these oases, wliere the power of Congress can not be exer- 
cised beforehand, ail must be left to the redress which that body may 
3tfl)8equeiitly authorize. This you will constantly bear in mind. But, 
at the same time, it is not necess;irj- tliat you should enter into these 
explanations with the French commissioner or the French naval com- 
mander. 

In my official letter of this date I have spoken of what the United 
States would do in certain contingencies. But in thus speaking of the 
Government of the United States I do not mean the executive power, 
but the Government in its general aggTegate, and especially that branch 
of the Qoveniment which possesses the waT-making power. This dis- 
tniction you will caroiully observe, and you will neittier direct, requeat, 
S. Ex. 77 7 
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or eucourage any uaval offii^r of tlie United States in committing hos- 
tilities on French vessels of war. 

Another leading topic in your conmmnication is the proposed con- 
tingent surrender by the Government of the islands of their sovereignty 
to the United States or their annexation to this country. 

This is a very important qnestion, and one which yon will readily see 
rises above any fanctions with which yon are charged. It may, indeed, 
be very proper for you in this case, as well as in all others, to communi- 
cate to your (Government whatever the Government to which you are 
accredited desire to have so communicated; but it is very important 
that on a question involving such deep interests, both domestic and 
foreign, you should yourself altogether tbrbear expressing any opinion 
whatever to the Hawaiian Government. Ton will see by ray official 
letter, which you are at liberty to commmiicate to that Uovemmeut, 
the disposition of the United States to maintain its independence; 
beyond that you will not proceed. The act of contingent or conditional 
surrender, which you mention in your letter as having been placed in 
yoor hands, yon will please to return to the Hawaiian Government. 
In this case tiie Government of the United States acts upon principles 
of general policy; it will protect its own rights. It feels a deep interest 
in the preservation of Hawaiian independence, and all questions beyond 
this, should they arise, must be considered and settled here by the com- 
petent authorities. 

You inform us that many American citizens have gone to settle in 
the islands; if so, they have ceased to be American citizens. The 
Government of the United States must, of course, feel an interest in 
thein not extended to foreigners, but by the law of nations they have no 
right further to deniand the protection of this Government. Whatever 
aid or protection might under any circumstances be given them must 
be given, not as a matter of right on their part, but in consistency with 
the general policy and duty of the Government and its relations with 
flieudly powers. 

Ton will therefore not encourage in them^ nor indeed in any others, 
any idea or expectation that the islands will become annexed to the 
United States. All this, Irepeat, willbe judged of hereafter,as circum- 
stances and events may require, by the Government at Washington. 

I do not' suppose tliere is any immediate danger of any new menaces 
fl"om France; still less of any actual attack on the islands by her naval 
armament. Nevertheless you wdl keep us constantly and accurately 
informed of whatever transpires. 

Tour account ofthe prosperity of the islands and the fiscal condition 
of its Government is interesting, and you can be hardly too fuU and 
particular in such statements. 

Mr. Allen is at present quite unwell at Boston. As soon as he is 
able he will retuni to his post. Lieut. Johnson will take this dispatch 
to Panama. If Mr. AUeii's illness should continue for any length ol 
time, which we hope may not be the case, Lient. Johnson will be 
directed to return without him. 
I have the honor, etc., 
■ ■• Dahiel Webster. 
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Mr. Mves to Mr. Wihster. 

No. 97,] , Legation of the United States, 

Parin, July S3, 1851. 

Sir: I inclose terewith the copy of a letter I received a few days 
ago at yichy, from the minister of foreign afiiiirs in answer to the one 
I addressed to him on the 8th instant, in relation to the Sandwich 
islande, Tou will observe that after expressing the x>!un&l surprise 
my communication had caused him, he states that the information 
which had been received in the United States respecting the pending 
measures and intentions of the French Government towards those 
islands, and on which your despatch No. 28 was founded, is erroneous; 
which he has instructed Monsieur de Sartlges to rectify m his commu- 
iiicationa with you at Washington, while he awaits my return to Paris 
to give me vwa voce the same eelaircissemem here. 

I waited upon the minister of foreign affairs as soon as I retarned, 
and after some moments of conversation on general topics he entered 
upon the subject of our recent correspondence. He said that he had 
been surprised and even pained at the apparent facility with wbich the 
Government of the United States had given credence to the rumors 
which had reached it respecting the supposed designs of Prance toward 
the Sandwicii Islands; that tbere was in truth no real toundation for 
those rumors; that the French Government had ordered no hostile 
demonstrations whatever to sustain M, Perrin's mission to coerce the 
submission of the islands to its demands; that not having the advan- 
tage which both England and the United States possessed in the pres- 
ence and controlling influence of natives of each of those countries in 
the Hawaiian councils, it might sometimes find it necessary to employ 
a more energetic tone of negotiation than either of those powers to ob- 
tain an equal treatment with thera, but that the Govemraent of ttie 
United States might be assured that France would always, respect the 
independence of these islands, which she had a commoji interest with 
other commercial nations in maintaining; and that nothing was more 
remote from her wishes or intentions in any event than to subject 
them to her dominion or to acquire territorial sovereignty over them. 

I told Monsieur Bacoche that I should ha^e great pleasure in com- 
municating to you these explicit a,ud honorable declarations on the part 
of the French Government; and having already presented to him in 
writing the views of the Government of the United States, as expressed 
in your dispatch of the 10th ultimo, I did not think it necessary to add 
anything further than to say that the rumors which he seemed to think 
had met with too easy a credence at Washington, had come through a 
semiotlicial channel which it would have been diiiicult wholly to dis- 
regard. 

I will take this occasion to remark that there seems to have been an 
entire raisconccption on the part of Mi'. Judd as to the nature of the 
instructions received from the Department of State, in June, 1850, 
respecting the controversy between France and the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment. In both of his letters, which accompanied your dispatch ISo. 
28, he speaks of my being authoiized to propose to the Fren'cii Gov- 
ernment the good offices of the United States for the adjnstment of the 
controversy. ItwUl be seen, however, on refei-ence to the instructions 
addressed to me, that, without any proposal of tlie good offices of tlie 
United States for settling tlie matters in dispute, I was to take a 
" proper opportunity " in my intercourse with the minister of foreign 
aft'airs, " if circumstances, in my judgment, should warrant it," to 
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intimate to him the deep mtereet which the TJnited States have 
in maintaining the independence of the Sandwich Islands, and to em- 
ploy the other topics of persnasive consideration suggested in those 
instructions "toward a satisfactory accommodation of the dispute;" 
all of which was to be done with " prudence," and without entering 
into the merits of the controversy between the French and HawS/iian 
authorities, on which the Depai^tment of State did not consider " the 
occasion as calling for the expression of an oiiinioii." 

My understanding of these instructions at the time was manifested 
by my dispatch No. 49, acknowledging their receipt, to which you refer, 
and in whlcji I say: 

I Bhall, in the exercise of the dUoretion they eonunit to me, profit of tie tirst occa- 
sion which may seem, suitable and proper to bring tlie views and considerations they 
saggest to the aid of an amicable adjnstment of the dlfficnltics between the Sand- 
wich Islands and this Government without intrading officially or offensively in the 
controversy between Uie parties. 

These instructions were accordingly fulfilled in my conversations 
with Gen. de La Hitte, while he was minister of foreign affairs, as 
stated in my dispatch No. 95, being persuaded that if anything further 
were deemed necessary, I should receive inBtruotions to that effect as 
soon as the occasion arose to call for them. I was the more convinced 
of the propriety of not going beyond the line of ray original instruc- 
tions, until it should plainly become my duty to do so, because I saw 
evidences of an undue anxiety on the part of the British Government, 
as represented here, to put us forward in an invidious and delicate 
office which might compromise our friendly relations with France, 
when that Government itself was particularly required and called upon 
by the joint engagement entered into by France and England on the 
28th November, 1843, for the mutual respect of the independence of 
the Sandwich Islands, to take the iniative on the occasion, and also be- 
cause I had every reason to believe from the declarations of Gen. de La 
Hitte that there was no design on the part of the French Government 
to menace or endanger their independence, 
I have the honor, etc., 

W. 0. ElTES. 



Mr. Bwes to Mr. Webster. 

No, 109.] Legation of the United States, 

Paris, October 30, 1851. 

SiB: After disposing of the particular object of my call, Monsieur 
Viel-Castel took occasion to remai'k to me in a friendly, but at the same 
time very earnest, tone that the Government of the Republic had been 
very much annoyed by the consequences, as it had been sensibly 
wounded by the manner of the intervention of the Government of the 
United States in their difficulties with the Sandwich Islands. 

He said that since the communication you had addressed to the com- 
missioner of the United States in the islands had been known there, 
the Hawaiian authorities had refused absolutely to listen to any of the 
demands of the French Government, and made no other reply to the 
French consul than that if those demands were pressed they would 
immediately put themselves under the protectorate of the United 
States. He further observed that all they asked or wished of the Ha- 
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waiian Government was a fair and substantially e<iual treatment of 
their commerce, navigation, and the religion of their citizens, rela- 
tively to tliat wLicb the same interests of England and the United States 
enjoyed; that the French Government had never had the slightest 
intention of pursuing any measures toward the Sandwich Islands 
inconsistent with a just respect of their independence; that after the 
receipt of the letter I ha^l addressed to the minister of foreign affairs 
in July last, Monsienr de Sartiges had been instructed to give you the 
fnllest and most formal assurances to that effect; but if they had 
known at the time, or could have anticipated, the cxmrse which was pur- 
sued by the Government of the United States in thematter, the dignity 
of the Freuch Government would not have permitted them, in such 
circumstances, to give the frank and unreserved explanations which 
had been authorized. 

He spoke of the manner in which the interposition of the United 
States had taken place as being unusual and wounding {blessante) to 
the digidty of the French Government, referring, as I understood him, 
to the circumstance of a communication on the subject being iirst ad- 
dressed to the commissioner of the United States, and immediately 
afterwards made known by a circular to all the members of the diplo- 
matic corps at "Washington. He said it so happened that the first 
information of the proceeding reached them through the English lega- 
tion here, which was very prompt to communicate it. He alluded, 
also, to the circumstance that the United States had been invited to 
become a party to the convention concluded between France and Eng- 
land in 1843 for mutually respecting the independence of the Sandwich 
Islands, but the invitation had been declined, a circumstance which, 
be thought, should protect France ftom the suspicion of having im- 
proper designs upon the independence of the Islands- 
Mr. Viel-Oastel concluded by saying that ia the position in which 
they were now placed by the proceedings of the Government of the 
United States it was not possible they could ask of us our good offices 
in bringing about an arrangement of their difficulties with the Sand- 
wich Islands, but he trusted the United States itself would be prompted 
by its own sense of justice and a feeling of common friendship for both 
parties to use its intiuenee with the Hawiiau Government to extend an 
eqiial treatment in the spirit of its treaty obligations to French inter- 
ests with those of other nations. 

I report to you without comment these observations of M. Vlel- 
Castel, with as near a conformuig to his own language as I have been 
able to attain. You will beat appreciate their bearing and importance 
on the points which seemed most to touch the susceptibility of the 
French Government. I made such observations to him in reply as, 
without departing from the position taken by the Government of the 
United States, «eemed best calculated to exhibit it in a friendly and 
concOiatorj'' aspect. In this spirit {considering the preservation of the 
ancient friendly relations between the two countries as a matter of the 
highest importance to both, and, indeed, to all mankind) I have hitherto 
endeavored to conduct my official iatercourse with this Governmenb, 
and I am happy to say that I have always found it reciprocated in the 
fullest measure by the public authorities here, 
I have the honor, etc., 

W. C. ErvES. 
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Mi\ Jtlarci/ to Mr. Mason. 

No. 3.] Depab'I'mbht of State, 

WasMnffton, Decemher 16, 1853. 
John Mason, Esq., etc.; 

Snt: Keceiit aceoiints from the Sandwich Islands represent that the 
political affairs of the Hawaiian Government were in an unsettled state 
and some changes of high oflcial men had been made. The political 
agitations were in a great measure composed at the date of the last 
dispat(iie8 ff om our commissionei-, but while they existed the question 
of transferring the sovereignty of these islands to the United Stat-es 
was much discussed. As it was to he expected, the represent^atives of 
i&i'eat Britain and France at Honolulu were disturbed by the agitation 
of this question and used all their influence to repress the rising senti- 
ment of annexation to tliis country. 

I have good reason for belie\'iug that both Great Britain and France 
feel much solicitude in relation to the future destiny of the Sandwich 
Islands and are very unwilling to see them become a territory of the 
United States. Their respective ministers near this Government have 
had several conferences with me on that subject in which they ap- 
peared to be desirous of getting assurances that this Government 
would tate uo measures to acquire the sovereignty of these islands or 
accept it if voluntsurily offered to the United States. Their language 
to me leaves it doubtful in my mind how far Great Britain and France 
intend to go in preventing such a transference of them ta this countrj'. 
I am satisfied that these powers will do what they can short of a resort 
to actual force to defeat that object. Their ministers, particularly the 
minister of France, labored to impress me with the belief that such a 
transfer would be forcibly resisted; but I do not believe that these 
Governments would go to that extreme length unless there should be 
something iu thp manner of acquiring the islands which would afford 
a plausible pretense for such an inteiterence. 

The object iu addressing you at present is to request you to look into 
this matter and ascertain, if possible, without making it a matter of 
direct discussion, what would probably be the com-se of France in case 
of an ati^mpt on the part of the United States to add these islands to 
our territorial possessions by negotiation or other peaceable means. 

I do not think the present Hawaiian Government can long remain in 
the hands of the present rulers or under the control of the native iuhab- 
itants of these islands, and both England and France are apprised of 
our determination not to aUow them to be owned by or to fall under 
the protection of either of these powers or of any other European 
nation. 

It seems to be inevitable that they must come under the control of 
this Government, and it would be but reasonable and fair that these 
powers should acquiesce in such a disposition of thein, provided the 
transference was effected by fair means. 

It has been intimated that Eussia takes an interest in the destiny of 
the Sandwich Islands, and even has an eye on them for herself. I do 
not doubt that she would prefer that they should remain as they are 
rather than see them under the control or in the possession of either 
Great Britain, France, or the United States, but it is scarcely probable 
that she would actively interfere iu the jnatter. As to England and 
France, a different conclusion may be adopted. The views of the 
French Government, and the pait it would take in case the United 
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States should accept or acijuii'e faii-ly the sovereignty of these islands 1 
hope you will be able to ascertain, and wQi apprise your Government 
thereof, 

1 arn, sir, reeijeetftilly, your obedient wei-vant, 

W. L. Marcy. 



To THE SENAlTi! OF THE UNITED B'i:ATBS: 

I transmit to the Senate a report from tlie Secretary of State, with 
accompanying papers, in answer to their resolution of the 2d instant. 
Ejianklls Pieuoe. 

Washington, Mwfch 3, 1854. 



To THE President of the Ujsited States: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the 2d instant, requesting the President to communicate to 
that body, if not iucompatible with the public intereet, " copies of a]l 
correspondence between the Governments of the United States and 
Great Britain in regard to the Sandwich Islands, including copies of 
all commuiucations between the Secretary of State aud Mr. Pox, the 
British minister, during the years 1843 and 1S44, in regard to the in- 
dependence of those islands, and espeeiiilly of the letters of Mr. Fox to 
Mr. Upshur of the 25th of June, 1843, and of Mr. Upshur to Mr. Fox of 
the 5th of July, 1843: also a copy of any protest or other comnmnica- 
tion &om the King of the Sandwich Islands to this Goverament in re- 
gard to the seizure of those islands by Lord George" I'aulet, commander 
of Her Britannic Majesty's sliip Carysfurt, and of any reply of this Gov- 
ernment thereto," has the honor to liiy before the President the papers 
mentioned in the subjoined list. 

Eespectfnlly submitted. 

W. L. Marcy. 

Depaetjient of State, 

WasMnt/ton, February 15, 1854. 
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HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 
Mr. Everett to Mr. WeMter. 



^o. IC] Legation of the United States, 

L'lnHon, July 1 1843. 
Daniel "Webster, Esq., 

Secretary of State : 
Sir: 

Mr. Brinsmade, tbc. commercial agent of the United States to the 
Sandwich Islands, lately arrived here. He is intrusted with letters 
fcom the King of those islands to the sovereigns of Great Britain and 
Prance, of purport similar to that of which he was the bearer to the 
President, I introduced him to Mr. Addington, under secretary of 
etatCj who appeared to take an interest in his errand. 

I am, sir, with the highest respect, your obedient servant, 

Edwaed Eyeebtt. 



KamehameM III to the President. 

Kamehameha in, native King of the Sandwich Islands, to hia excel- 
lency John Tyler, tlie President of the TTnited States of America ; 

Great aisd Good Friend: In trouble and difficulty we present for 
consideration to the President the unfortunate situation in which we ■ 
and our Gtovemment are placed. 

Demands upon us unsustained by the acknowledged laws of nations 
and unfounded in justice were for the first time presented by Lord 
George Panlet, captain of H. B. M, ship Cwrysfort, then lying in the 
harbor of Honolulu, with a threat of coercive measures in case of non- 
compliance within niueteeu hours. Our proposals for discussion and 
negotiation through our principal adviser were declined with rudeness 
and we were compelled without a hearing to yield to demands which 
we believed to be arbitrary and unjust as. regards ourselves, oppressive 
and illegal as regards foreign residents. 

We have been compelled to acknowledge an acting consul of Her 
British Majesty against whom there were positive objections, suscepti- 
ble of explicit proof, without the grounds of oui' refusal being heard or 
considered. The acknowledged consul of Her British Majesty had 
suddenly and secretly withdrawn from these islands without soliciting 
an Interview or giving us any sort of notice of his intentions previous 
to his departure. After his departure we received notice that he had 
delegated his consular functions to Alexander Simpson, who was a 
known and declared enemy of our Government, who had openly ta- 
sulted the chief magistrate of this island and other high oificers of our 
appointment, who had publicly threatened to involve us in difficulties, 
and whose recognition as consular agent was protested against by 
two British subjectw who represented the chief conmiercijil interests of 
Great Britain in these islands. 
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Cojiii^liancelias beeu coitiiicUed wi(-U deiiiiiiids violating the obliga- 
tions of contracts and eontravoniug laws for the collection of debts 
which have been established for tlie general benefit in accordance with 
the statutes of civilized nations, by compelling us to annul the decisions 
of juries after the cases had been dismissed, and to grant new trials 
contrary to law, and by compelling ua to remove attachments levied 
by one British resident npon the property of another in due course of 
law and under the usual formalities. 

Precluded from negotiation and unable to repel by force, we yielded 
to these requisitions under protest of embracing the earliest oppor- 
tunity of representing them more fiiUy to Her Britannic Majesty. 

Compliance having been thus procared to the foregoing demands, 
others were successively preferred by Her Britennic Mtyeaty's acting 
consul (now acknowledged}, more anjiist, exorbitant, and arbitrary; 
claims for heavy indemnities where no damage was proven and only 
alleged on frivolous pretexts and demands for damages in a case still 
pending under the previous protest to Her Britannic Majiesty. We 
were called upon to violate every principle of equity by setting aside 
the decision of juries in several cases mthout any just cause being 
pretended why new trials should be granted. These demands were 
enforced at private interviews between ourselves,his lordship, and 
Her Britannic Majesty's acting consul. The subject was only verbally 
canvassed, written negotiations were positively refused, and even 
written statements and proof and copies of the claims preferred were 
denied. The only alternatives offered us were immediate resolve to 
violate the laws by acts illegal and oppressive, immediate admission 
and payment of claims to indemnity so loosely supported, or immediate 
hostilities. Without force to resist hostiliiaes, without resources to 
meet the payment of the heavy indemnities demanded, and firmly 
resolved to support law and justice, we adopted the only peaceful alter- 
native left, to tlirow ourselves upon the generosity of the British 
nation by a conditional cession of these isliuids to Her Britannic 
Majesty. To have awaited hostilities would have been to expose to 
destruction the property and jeopardize the lives of a large number of 
foreign residents who are American citizens; to have complied with 
tlie demands urged would have been to sanction oppressive and illegal 
acts affecting the rights and prospects of American citizens also and 
an open violation of the stipulations with tbe United States in 1826, 

Placed in difflcnities from which we could not extricate ourselves with 
honor and justicej compelled to immediate decision, and threatened with 
immediate hostihtiee, we have, with the advice and consent of our 
chiefs, signed with a heavy heart and inany tears the deed of provi- 
sional cession and have pennitted the British flag to be planted in all 
our islands, but under the guns of a frigate and at the point of the 
bayonet. 

Eelying on the magnanimity and firmne.es of the United States, we 
appeal to the President to interpose the high iiiflnence of the United 
States with the Court of England to grant us an impartial hearing and 
procui'e us justice, to induce Her Britannic Majesty to withdraw from 
tlie sovereignty of these islands and leave us as we have been, an inde- 
pe'.ident Government supported in our right. 

We have labored to civiliKe and imjn-ove our islands, we have adopted 
the laws of the United States and of Britain, we have appointed up- 
right and capable American citizens and British subjects to offices of 
trust and responsibility, in order that their functions might be exer- 
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cised with energy and fldolity, we have adoptwl sill Siiggestions wliicli 
would tend to put tlie commereial ihtei'coiirse of AmericEui citizens with 
us npon the best footing. We have been gratified witii the large and 
increasing number of Americiwi residents. We confidently appeal to 
the Americans on these islands engaged in mercantile and commercial 
pnrsnits to testify to the honesty of onr intentions and onr capabilities 
for self-government, and we acknowledge them to have been the most 
consistent and efficient supporters of onr Government. 

We look to the United States with peculiar feelings of, respect and 
gratitude. To the benevolence and enterprise of that great people we 
owe the introduction of the Ohristian religion, of civihzation and laws, 
of commerce and agrienlture, and the large and respectable number of 
our foreign residents. 

We ask of yon to secure and preserve the great interests common to 
us and you, and arrest the course of events so prejudicial to both, and 
we shall never cease to be grateful for your aid. 

And we pray the Almighty God to have your excellency, our great 
and good iriend, in His most holy keeping. 

Written at Honolulu, Island of Oahu, Hawaiian (Sandwich) Islands, 
this tenth day of March, anno )3omini one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-three. 

By your good friend, 

[L. sj_ Kabiekameha. 

KEEAULlXKEf, 

Fremier, 



Mr. Webster to Mr. Everett. 

No. 34] Department of State, 

Washington, March 33, 1843. 

Edwaed Everett, Esq., etc: 

Sir; The course adopted by this Government in regard to the Sand- 
wich Islands has for its sole object the preservation of the independ- 
ence of those islands and the maintenance by their Government of an 
entire impartiality in their intercourse with foreign states. The TJnited 
States desire to exercise no undue influence or control over the Gov- 
ernment of the islands, nor to obtain from it any grant of exclusive 
privileges whatever. This was solemnly declared, in the Present's 
message to Congress, and it is declared also in the instructions given 
to Mr. Brown, Of which you will receive herewith a copy. 

The President would exceedingly regret that suspicion of a sinister 
purpose of any kind on the part of the United States should prevent 
England and France from adopting the same pacific, just, and conserva- 
tive course towards the Government and people of this remote, but inter- 
esting group of islands. 
I am, sir, etc., 

Dahl. Webstek. 
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[Extract.] 

Mr. Everett to Mr, Webster. 

No. 34.] London, March S8, 1843. 

Daniel Webster, Esq., 

tiecretary of State. 
Sib: 

Lord Aberdeen told me the otlier day tliat he had signified to tlie 
French ambaasadof that England could not agree to auj' encroach- 
meut oil the Sandwich Islands, and the Count de Ste. Anlaire replied 
that none was contemplated. Ijord Aberdeen added tliat this Govern- 
ment would distinctly recognize the independence of these idauds and 
presumed France would do the same. He hoped our missionaries 
would abstain £'om all attempt to exercise political influence. 

I am, siTj with great respect, your obedient servant, 

Edwahd EyEBP.rT. 



Mr. Everett to Mr. Legare, 



No. 40.] London, June 1, 1843. 

H. 8. Legahb, Esq., 

Secretary of State : 
Sir: 

The immediate object of my interview with Lord Aberdeen was to 
n\ake inquiry relative to a report contained in the papers of the week, 
that the sovereignty of the Sandwich Islands had been ceded to the 
Queen of Great Britsiin, and possession taken by Lord G-eorge Paulet, 
of the ship of war Carysfort, tlie British officer commanding in those 
seas. TIds report will no doubt have attracted your notice; and fol- 
lowing so closely after the oflcial recognition of the independence of 
these islands by the United States and Great Britian herself is well 
calculated to produce uuea-siness and suprise, and in this light I spoke 
of it to Lord Aberdeen. 

He said they were entirely without information on the subject beyond 
what the newspapers contained and had no other reason to believe in 
the fiict of the occupation. He could only say, at present, that if any 
such thing had taken place it was entirely without authority' or in- 
structions, as I could easily infei' fi.'om the recent official recogiiitiou of 
the independence of the islands by Great- Britain, which was made 
known to me at the time. lobservedtoLordAberdeeuthat, of course, 
if the islands had been tlins without authority taken possession of, the 
act wouldbe immediately disavowed by Her Majesty's Government. Ho 
said it might not be proper for him, in the absence of all information, 
under an entire ignorance of what had been done, to pledge the Govern- 
ment to any course; but he was quite willing to say that the intelli- 
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geuce liad produced no cliauge in the opinions and feelings -whieli led 
him to advise the recognition, and tliat he still remained without the 
least wish for any addition to their colonial possessions. He told me 
they had several times declined to accept the , Bovei'eignty of different 
groups of islands in the Pacific which had beed offered to them. If the 
report was founded in truth, he thouglit the cession might have pro- 
ceeded from apprehensions on the part of the government of the Sand- 
wich Islands that the French were meditating also the occupation of 
that group and that aversion to the French might have led tliem, in 
the absence of Mr. Eichards, to wish to place themselves under British 
protection. I told Lord Aberdeen that I had understood from a priv- 
ate source of information that the Hawaiian Commisaionei's at Wash- 
ington had offered to place the islands under the protection of the 
United States; that I conld not vouch for the truth of the report, but 
that if the offer were made it was certainly, as he was aware, declined. 
In reference to the reserve with which he had spoken of giving up 
the islands, if possession as repoited had been taken of them, Lord 
Aberdeen said this reserve was only in majorem cautelam, in consider- 
ation of his total ignorance nf the circumstances of the case, and not 
because his opinions and feelings as to the expediency of the measure 
were at all varied by the rumored fact of the occnpation. On my re- 
marking that in one version of the newspaper report the cession was 
■said to have been accepted by Lord George Paulet in full satisfaction 
for demands of compensation for injuries sustained by British subjects 
from the Government of the Sandwich Islands, he said he was not ac- 
quainted with any such demands and should be doubly unwilling to 
sanction a cession made on that basis. Upon the whole, when I Teflect 
how distinctly and how recently this Government is pledged to the 
United States, to France, and to the Sandwich Islands themselves to 
recognize their independence I can not doubt that the act of the com- 
mander of the Carys/ort will be readily disavowed. 



Mr. EvercU to Mr. Legare. 

Ko. 41.] London, ■June 3, 184.3. 

H. S. Leg ARE, Esq., 

Secretarti of State: 
SiE: At a late honr last evening I received a note from the Earl of 
Aberdeen requesting an interview at noon this day, at which he 
informed me that since he saw mo last he had received a dis[iatch from 
Mr. Doyle, the British eharg^ d' Affaires at Mexico, dated April 24, 
transmitting a printed and evidently authenticpaper, in which the par- 
ticulars of the "provisional cession" of the Sandwich Islands to Great 
Britain are set forth. Lord Aberdeen allowed me to read Mr. Doyle's 
dispatch and the printed paper, and also read to me the dispatch 
which hehadhiraself prepared to Mr. Fox on the subject, and the papers 
accoiiipai lying it. As these documents will be communicated to you, I 
do not know that there is anything left for me to say, Lord Aber- 
deen's oral eommnnication being but a. repetition and amplification of 
the contents of his dispatch to Mr. Fox and his letter of last October 
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to tlie commission era of the Sandwich Islands. He said the account 
in the printed paper was aconfused and not very intelligible affair, and 
his only reason for any reserve in expressing himself on the subject 
arose ttom the fact that Lord George Panlet was one of the most dis- 
creet and judicious officers of their navy, and could not, he thought, 
have acted without better gi'ounds than might be inferred from the 
printed accounts. 

It will perhaps be in my power, by the nest steamer, to give you fur- 
ther information on the subject. 

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Edwaed Evekett. 



to Mr. Everett. 



DJSPARTIWENT OP STATE, 
'Wa-^Mnfjton, June 13, 18i3. 



It is well known that our settled policy is the strictest noninterven- 
tion in what does not immediately concern us that we accept govern- 
ments de facto as governments ^ejure, and that above all we have no 
wish to plant or to acquire colonies abroad. Tet there is something ao 
entirely peculiar ia the relations between this little commonwealth and 
ourselves that we might even teel justified, consistently with our own 
principles, in interfering by force to prevent its falling Into the hands 
of one of the great powers of Europe. These relations spring out of the 
local situation, the history, and the character and institutions of the 
Hawaiian Islands, as well as out of the declarations formally made by 
this Grovemmeiit during the course of the last session of Congress, U> 
which I beg leave to call your particular attention. 

If the attempts now making by ourselves, as well as by otlier Chris- 
tain powers to open the markets of China to a more general com- 
merce be successful, there can be no doubt but tliat a great part of 
that commerce will find its way over the Isthmus. In that event it 
will be impossible to overrate the importance of the Hawaiian group 
as a stage in the long voyage between Asia and America. But with- 
out anticipating events which, however, seem inevitable, and even ap- 
proaching the actual demands of an immense navigation, make the 
free use of those roadsteads and porta iitdlBpeusable to us. 1 need not 
remind you, who are in ao peculiar manner related to that most impor- 
tant interest, commercial and poJiticiil, tliat our great nursery of sea- 
men, the whale fishery, has for years past made this cluster of islands 
its rendezvous and resting place. It seems doubtful whether even the 
undisputed possession of tlse Oregon Territoiy and the use of the Co- 
lumbia Eiver, or indeed anything shoj't of the acquisition of California 
(if tbat were possible), would be sufficient indemnity to us for the loss 
of these harbors. 

Independently, however, of these paramount considerations, it is 
impossible that any eubghtened American acquainted with what his 
countrymen have done to make this people worthy of their mission, 
which ought to be hospitality to the flags of all nations navigating that 
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ocean, can regard wittout lively sympathy their present tinfortniiate 
situation. All accomits seem to concur in representing this tribe, es- 
pecially its chiefs, as having been within the last twenty-five years 
raised &om a brutally savage state to a condition -which may be feirly 
called civilized. This is the work of Christianity, and it seems to mo 
a touching instance of the beneficent influence of the common religion 
of all the Great Powers that it had thus prepared an asylum for them 
all amidst the dangers of that vast ocean and concenteated it by its 
own peaceful spirit to a perpetual neutrality. It was with this view 
that we heartily concurred, so far as our good offices went, in promot- 
ing the objects of the mission sent to ns last winter, one of the results 
of which was the message of the President already referred to. 

You are, therefore, requested to use your best endeavors to prevent 
the consummation of any pnrpose of conquest that England may 
possibly have conceived. France is interested in cooperating with us 
to the same end. TTnfortiiuately there are embarrassments in the way 
of her doing so, at least of her doing so with all the effect that would 
otherwise attend the intervention of so conspicuous a power in favor 
of so great an interest of the whole Christian world. Still, her minis- 
ters may be moved to do something. You may, at least, if occasion 
serve, sound their ambassador in London. Eussia has also a special 
interest in it, if she loots with any solicitude to her settlements on the 
northwest coast. Might you not enlist her Government in the same 
caused 

On the whole, however, the better opinion seems to be that what 
Lord George Paulefc has done will be disavowed. 

I have the honor to be, witli sincere resiiect, sir, your obedient hum- 
ble servant, 

H. S. Lbgaee. 



Mr. Ev&rett to Mr. LegarL 



No, 43.] London, June 14, 1843. 

Stb: 

Jwiie iS.-^Li the Times of the 15th there was an editorial article of 
considerable significance on the recent provisional cession of the Sand- 
wich Islands to the British Crown. It wore the appearance at tUe 
time of being semiofficial, and from its having remained for two or 
three days uncontradicted in any quarter I am inclined to think that 
it was at least founded on good information-. Should this be the case 
it may be considered as certain that the Government here have made 
up their minds to disavow the cession, and to adhere to the recogni- 
tion of the independence of the islands. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your 

H. S. Lbgae^, 
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Mr. Fox to Mr. Uptihur, 

WASHisaiON, June 35, 1843. 

Sm: Her Majesty's (TOvernmeTit, previously to the departure from 
England to the last steam pficket., had already receiveti mformation, 
though not offieiallyj of the provisional oecaiiation of the Sandwich 
Islands, iu the name of G-roat Britain, by the officer commanding Her 
Msyesty's ship Oarysfort. 

I am dii-ect-ed by the Rarl of Aberdeen to state to you, for the infor- 
mation of the GoTerument of the United Stetcs, that tlie occupation 
of the Sandwich Islands was an act entirely unauthorized by Her Maj- 
esty's Government, and that witli the least praeticable delay diie 
inquiry will be made into the proceedings w^hich led to it. 

The British Government had. stlready announced to certain commis- 
sioners, who arrived in Great Biitain in March last on the part of 
the King of the Sandwich Islands, that Her Majeetyhad deteimined to 
recognize the independence of those islands under thoir present chief. 

To that determination Her Majesty's Government intend to adhere. 
At the same time, however, it is n'ght that it should be understood that 
the British Government eqiially intend to engage, and, if necessary, 
t-o compel the chief of the Sandwich Islands to redress whatever acts 
of injustice may have be«n committed against British subjects by that 
chief or his ministers or agents, either arbitrarily or under the false 
color of lawful proceedings. 

Instructions which during the past year were addressed by Her 
Majesty's Government to tlie British consul residing in the Sandwich 
Islands and to the naval officers employed on the Pacific station, en- 
joined those officers to treat upon all occasions the nativ* rulers of the 
Sandwich Islands with forbearance and courtesy; and, while affording 
due and efficient protection to aggrieved British subjects, to avoid in- 
terfering harshly or unnecessarily with the laws and customs of the 
native Government. 

It has been the desire of the British Government, in regulating the 
intercourse of its public servants with the native authorities of the 
Sandwich Islands, rather to strengthen those authorities, and to give 
them a sense of their own independence by leaving the administration 
of justice in their own hands, than to make them feel their dependence 
npon foreign powers by the exercise of unnecessary interference. It 
has not been the purpose of Her Majesty's Government to seek to es- 
tablish a paramount influence in those islands for Great Eritaui at the 
expense of that enjoyed by other powers. All that has appeared requi- 
site to Her Majesty's. Government has been that other powers should 
not exercise there a greater influence than that possessed by Great 
Britain. 

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assurance of my 
distinguished consideration. 

E. S. Fox. 
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Mr. JSverett to Mr, Legare. 

(Exlraot.J 

No. 44.1 London, July 1, 1843. 

H. S. Legaee, Esq., 

Secretary of State: 
Btr: 

"With reapeot to the occupation of the Sandwich Islands, I have rea- 
son to think that the conduct of Lord G-eorge Panlet in coercing theu- 
provisional cession to this Grovernment has been formally disavowed. 
I am to see Lord Aberdeen this afternoon and hope to ascertain por- 
tively whether this is the case. If I And that the cession is not and 
not likely to be disavowed, I shall address a pointed remonstrance to thi 
Government against the occupation and spare no pains to enlist in the 
same course the representatives of the other maritime powers. Mr, 
Marshall of Oharlestown (Massachusetts) ai'rived here yesterday, with 
authority from the King of the Sandwich Islands, as a joint commis- 
sioner with Mr. I{ichai"d8. He is the bearer of dispatches from the 
Government of the islands to that of Great Britain. He has been pre- 
ceded by Mr, Simpson, the deputy consul left in the islands by the 
late British consul, Mr. Charlton. * * » Mr. Simpson came to 
Loudon, a few days since, as bearer of Lord G-eorge Paulet's dispatches 
to the admiral^. 



Mr. Upshur to Mr. Fox. 

Department of State, 
Washington, July 5, 184i 
Hbney S. ros, Esq., etc.: 

Sie: I have received the letter which you did me the honor to 
address to me on the 25th ultimo, explanatory of the views of the 
British Government respecting the Sandwich Islands, and stating, by 
direction of Her Majesty's secretary of state for foreign affairs, for 
the information of this Gkivernment, that the recent occupation of 
those islands, in the name of Great Britain by the officer commanding 
Her Majesty's ship Garys/ort was an act entirely unauthorized by Her 
Majesty's Government, and tliat with the least practicable delay due 
inquiry will be made mt« the proceedings which ie<l to it. 

I have lost no time in submitting youc letter to the consideration of 
the President of the United States, by whom I am directed to express 
to you the satisfaction which this prompt disavowal by Her Majesty's 
Government of the act in question has afforded him. 

The United States take a deep interest in the condition of those 
islands — so impoilant from their geographical position to American 
citizens engaged in the fisheries and other lawful pursuits in the North 
Pacific Ocean ; and hence the President awaited with Uvely concern 
the course which Her M^esty's Government should adopt with respect 
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to the occurrences referred to. He entertained a confident expecta- 
tion, strengthened by his knowledge of the reception which had been 
given in England to tlie commissioners of the King of the Sandwich 
Islands, and of the fact that Her Majesty's G-overnment had deter- 
mined to recognize the iudepeiidence of those islands, that no nudne 
advantage would he taken by Great Britain of their pccnliar politw;al 
condition, and he sees with a. corresiionding gratification that this ex- 
pectation is now realized. 

Seeking to establish no nndne advantages in the Sandwich Islands 
for citizens of the United States at the expense of other powers, the 
President receives with much pleasure the assurance contained in Mr. 
Fox's note that none such are sought fur Great Britain. He can not 
donbt that the recognition of the independence and sovereignty ot 
those islands will be found altogether compatible with every just claim 
of Great Britain, while It wiU best conduce to tlie interests of the 
islands themselves and of all nations having intercourse with them. 

I have the honor to renew to you, sir, on this occasion the assurance 
of my distinguished consideration and respect. 

A. P, Upshue. 



Mr. Everett to Mr. Upshur, 
[Eitraot.] 
No. 60.] LoMDON, August 15, 1843, 

A. P. Upshur, Esq.j 

Secretary of State: 
Sm: 

I then took occasion to advert to the affairs of the Sandwich Islands. 

The commissioners of the King of those Islands are here, Messrs. 
Haahleo, Eichards, and Marshall, and have presented a written state- 
ment of considerable length (as they inform me) to Lord Aberdeen, 
containing tlie requisite explanations of the matters alleged against 
them by way of complaint by the late British consul and others. . 
Lord Aberdeen told me there was a good deal worthy of consideration 
in their statements, and that he did not apprehend much difficulty hi 
coming to a satisfactory settlement. 

"With respect to tlie acknowledgment of the independence of the 
islands, the following seejns to be the precise state of the case: The 
English Government, following our example, acquainted Messrs. 
Haalileo and Eichards in April last that tbey were prepared to ac- 
knowledge their independence. Meantime Lord George Paulet, acting 
without instructions, had taken provisional possession of the islands 
by a treaty extorted from weakness of the native Government. Great 
Britain feels herself pledged to adhere to the recognition of their inde- 
pendence and has invited France to follow her example. France has 
agreed to do so as soon as Great Britain withdraws her occupation. 

Great Britain, before giving up the occupation, means to do two 
things; one, to obtain satisfaction to the matters of complaint above 
alluded to, which I am iuclined to think will not he attended with diffi- 
culty; the other, to come to some arrangement with France which will 
prevent that power, at some subsequent pei-iod, ftoin taking possession 
of those islands, as they have lately done of the Marquesas, 
a Ex 77 8 



Hosted by 



Google 



114' HAWAIIAN ISLANDS 

lu fact, tLe series of events which, however iiieiiaTiGing for the mo- 
ment, bids fair to resnlt in the establishment of the independence of 
the Islands on a firm basis, is one of the most fortunate, on tlie whole, 
which could be imagine<l, and I can not bnt regard the recognition 
of the United States as liaviog detennined the character of all the 
succeeding occurrences. As soon as 1 received, last winter, the instrdc- 
tions of the Department on the subject, 1 lost no opportunity of bring- 
ing it to tlie consideration of Lord Aberdeen, and the occupation of 
the Marquesas by tlio l''rencli no doubt niiited with our recognition in 
hastening the decision of this Government. There is now reason to 
think that the occupation of the islands by Lord George Panlet was a 
fortunate event, inasmuch as it prevented them Irom being taken pos- 
session of by a French squadron, wliich (it is said) was on its way for 
that purpose. Had France got possession of the islands she would 
certainly have retained them. Had intelligence been received here of 
Lord George Paulef s occupation of them before her promise was given 
to recognize them, England, I think, would not have given them up. 
As it is, an understanding between the great iEuropean powers, amount- 
ing in effect, if not iu form, to a guaranty of their independence, is 
likely to take place. This is the only state of things with which the 
United States could be content. As it will be brought about without 
involving us iu any compacts with other powers, and as I have alrcitdy 
said, mainly, as it seems to me, under the impulse of onr example, it 
wUI, I think, be regarded by the President as an eminently satisfac- 
tory result. 

I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

EDWAED EVEltlCIT. 



Mr, Everett to Mr. Upshur. 



S"o. 56. 1 London, S^temicr 28, 1843. 

A. r. Upshur, Esq., 

Secretary of State: 
Sib: 

I had a eoversation last evening of a satisfactory character with Mr. 
Richards, the commissioner of the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands. He has nearly brought his business with this Government to 
a close, and in a manner with which he appears to be content. Tou 
are aware that various claims on the Government of the Sandwich 
Islands on tho part of the British subjects, and principally Mr. Charl- 
ton, the late consul, had long been pending, and that it was professedly 
to enforce satis^tion for these claims thatpossession was taken of the 
islands by Lord George Paulet. I fear that most of the daims were 
such as are too apt to be set up by the strong against the weak. The 
Government at home (as I intimated in a former dispatch the opinion 
they would do), though disclaiming the act of Ijord George Paulet as 
without instructions, deteriniued to retain possession of the islands 
till satisfaction was given in reference to the claims, and some kind of 
an assurance procured from France that she would respect the inde- 
pendence of ttie islands. 
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A question arose liow the elaiios were to be adjudicated. I advised. 
Mr.' Bichards to ofier to submit tliein to the decision of Lord Aberdeen 
himself. I tliought this course would preclude delay, which there 
WM some reason to fear might be desired here, and which would be 
very danaerous in the extremely anomalous condition of things. I 
doubted If the claims could be got before any tribunal independent of 
theiuiiuenco of this Government; andl felt confident, that more could 
be obtained from the liberality of Lord Aberdeen when thus appealed 
to than if the British Government were made to assume the position 
of an opposing party. Mr. Eichards fully concurred in this view, and 
the result;, on the whole, seems to have justified it. On five out of seven 
points the decision is wholly in fkvor of the Government of the 
islands; on the sixth substantially so; on the seventh much ia left 
dependent on the discernment and good, faith of Gen, Miller, the new 
consul-general ; but Mr. Eichards considers this point to be also settled 
in their favor, and he has promptly accepted the whole decision. He 
informs me that he has been uniformly treated at the foreign oftice wilh 
courtesy and respect. 

He 1^8 conferred freely with Mr. Addiiigton, the under secretary 
of state, on the delicate point of restoring possession of the islands to 
the native Government, and has been promised that it shall be done 
as soon as a satisfactory assuranceis given by I'rancc; and he thinks — 
justly, in my opinion — that it is for the interest of the islands that 
Great Britain should retain her possession till this assurance is given. 
There is no fear that it will be long withheld. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

Edward Everett. 



3{r. EvereU to -Ifr. Kelson. 

B'o. 114,1 London, A^prU 34, 1844. 

John Nelson, Esq., . 

Secretary of State ad interim : 

Sir: In the course of the psiHt year I had frequent occasion to make 
mention of the affairs of the Sandwicli Islands and of the agency of 
Messrs. Richards and Haalllio, who had been sent to the United States 
and Europe as the reiu'esentatives of the native Government. I have 
now the satlstlaction to comrannicate authentic intbi-mation of the con- 
clusion of a eouveiition between the governments of Great Britain and 
^'ranee, by which the independence of the Sandwich Islands is recog- 
nized, and the two powers stipulate that they will not take possession 
of them, either directly or under the name of a protectorate. Messrs. 
Eichards and HaaJilio have promised to gi^'c mo a copy of this conven- 
tion, wliieli I hope they will do in season to be transmitted with this 
dispateh, but as it has not been jiublished by either Government, and 
is of course communicatetl nnofiicially to me, I would sirggest the pro- 
priety of receiving it for the present in oonfidolice. 

In their negotiations with this Government relative to the demands 
and oomi>lainta of British subjects against tlie native Government which 
led to the provisional occupation of the islands by Lord George Panlet, 
and with the French Govenmient in referenda to the modification of 
the treaty imposed by France on the islanders, of which treaty France 
exacts the benefits lot herself while she refuses to gi'ant them to the 



d by Google 



116 HAWAnAN ISLANDS. 

Other jiarty, Messrs. EicTiardB and Haalilio have been partiaHy sxtccess- 
fiil. Bat I fear that in both cases the measure of justice done by these 
powerful governments to this defenseless and feeble State is such and 
8«cb only, as the strong are too apt to render to the weak. 

The step taken by tbe French Government in disavowing the act of 
Admiral Dupetit-Thonars, who had without instructions converted the 
protectorate established at 'Jaitl into an assertion of absolute sover- 
eignty, continues to be vehemently assailed by the opposition in Prance. 
A large mass of papers on ibis subject was laid upon the table of the 
Chamber of Deputies a few days since by Mr. Guizot, and will be found 
in the Journal des Debats of the 20th instant. I do not find that they 
place the conduct of the Prench admiral in a new light. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Edward EVBEETT. 



Declaration. 

Her Majesty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and His Majesty the King of the French, taking into consid- 
eration the existence in the Sandwich Islands of a government capable 
of providing for the regularity of its relations with foreign nations have 
thought it right to engage reciprocally to consider.the Sandwich Islands 
as an independent State and never to take possession, either du?ectly or 
under the title of prot«ctorate, or under any other form, of any part 
of the territory of which they are composed. 

The undersigned. Her Britannic Majesty's principal secretary of state 
for foreign affau*s, and the ambassador extraordinary of His Majesty 
the King of the Freuch, at the court of London, being furnished with 
the necessary powers, hereby declare in consequence that their said 
mfyesties take reciprocally that engagement. 

In witness whereof the nndersigned have signed the present declara- 
tion, and have affixed thereto the seals of their arms. 

Done in duplicate at London, the 2Sth day of JTovember, in the year 
of our Lord 1843. 

Abebdbeh. [l. s.] 
St, Aulaiee. [l. s.1 



[Senate Ex. T>oe. Nu. 45. Fifty-second Congrcas, ganoncl session.] 

Message from the President of the United States, in response to Senate 
resolution of Febrtiary 4, 1893, relative to the draft of a» wnoot^leted 
treaty with Mawaii. 

referred to tlie Committee on. Foreiga Eelatious, and or- 

To ike Senate: 

I transmit herewith, as desired by the resolution of the Senate of the 
4th instant, a report from the Secretary of State of the 6th instant, with 
its aeeompanyiug correspondence, in relation to the draft of an uncom- 
pleted treaty with Hawaii, made in 1S54. 

Bbnj. Haeeisoh. 
■BXF.OUTIVE Mansion, 

Washington, Fehrua/ry 6, 1893. 
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ThePBEeiDBNT: 

The Secretary of State, to whom was referred the resolution of the 
Senate of the 4th instant requesting the President, "if in hisojiinionit 
is not inconsistent with the pubhc interests, to send to the Senate the 
draft of a treaty, negotiated in 1854, but not completed, between the 
plenipotentiaries of tlie United States and the Kingdom of Hawaii, 
with the correspondence between the two Governments relating to said 
negotiation," lias the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the draft in 
qnestion, together with copies of the correspondence referred to, 

Eespectfully submitted. 

John W. Fostbe. 

Depaetment of State, 

Washington, February 6, 1893. 



lAhtof accompanying papers, 

1. Mr. ITaroy to Mr. Gregg, April 4, 1854, No. 6. 
a. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Maroy, July 26, 18B4, No, 48. 

5. Mr. Gregg to Mr, Maroy, Anguat 7, 1854, No. Bl. 

i. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Maroy, September 15, 1854, No. 53. 

(Copv of the treaty draft Ewoouipanies Mr. Gregg's dispatch No. 52, of Sept^mtiei 
15, 1864, incluiled here. ) 
B. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Maroy, October 2, 1854, Ho. 54. 

6. Mr. Gregg to Mr. Mai-oy, December 19, 1854, Ho. 61. 

7. Mr. Gregg to Mt. Marey, Deeemtier 29, 1^4, Ho. 64. 

8. Mr. Marcy to Mr. Grogg, Janimry 31, 1855, Ho. 12. 



Mr. Marcy to Mr. Gregg. 

No. 6,] Department op State, 

Washington, .A;pril 4, 1834, 
Sib : In your general insti-uctions you were fmniabed with the views 
of this Government in regard to any change in the political affairs of the 
Sandwich Islands. The President was aware, when those instructions 
were preparedjthat the question of transferring the sovereignty of those 
islands to the United States had been raised, and fevorably received by 
many inflnential individuals residing therein. It was foreseen that at 
some period, not far distant, such a chaiigo would take place, and that 
the Hawaiian lelaisda would come under the protectorate of or be trans- 
ferred to some foreign power. You were informed that it was not the 
policy of the United States to accelerate such a change; but if, in the 
conrse of events, it became unavoidable, this Government would much 
prefer to acquire the sovereignty of these islands for the United States, 
rather than to see it transferretl to any other imwer. If any foreign con- 
nection is to be fonned, the geogi'aphical position of these islands indi- 
cates that it should be with us. Onr commerce with them far exceeds 
that of all other conntries; our citizens are embai'ked in the moat 
important business concerns of that country, and some of them hold 
important public positions. In view of the lai'ge American interests 
there established and the intimate commercial relations existing at this 
time it might well be regarded as the duty of this (joveiiament to pre- 
vent these islands fcom beeomiug the appendage of any other foreign 
power. 
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It ai)pear8 by your dispiitchea lately reoeived at this Department 
that the ruling anthoritiea of the Hawaiian dtiverumeut have become 
convinced of their inability to sustain themselves any longer as an in- 
dependent State, and are prepared to throw themselves upon our pro- 
tection or to seek incorporation into our political system. Fears are 
entertained by those who favor such a measure that if the United 
States* should manifest a disinclination to receive the proflered sover- 
eignty of this country, the people would seek elsewhere a less desira- 
ble connection or be given over to anarchy. 

The information contained in your last dispatch, So, 10, dated the 
7th of February, renders it highly probable that the ruling powers of 
that Government will have presented to you, as our diplomatic agent, 
an offer of the sovereigTity of their country to the United States, The 
President has deemed it proper that you should be famished with in- 
structions for the guidance of your conduct in such an emergency. 
With this dispatch you will be furnished with a flill power to treat with 
the present authorities of the Hawaiian Government for the transfer 
of the Sandwich Islands to the United States. This can only be done 
by a convention or treaty, which will not be valid until it is ratified by 
the Senate of the United States. 

No intimation has ever been given to this Government as to the 
terms or conditions which will be likely to be annexed to the tender of 
the sovereignty. It is presumed, however, that something more than 
a mere protectorate is contemplated. A protectorate tendered to and 
accepted bythe United States would not change the sovereignty of the 
country. In that case this Government would tafee upon itself heavy 
and responsible duties for which it could hardly expect compensating 



I understand that the measure proposed by the people, and that in 
which the present rulers are disposed to concur, is "annexation" as 
distinguished from protection; and that it is their intention that these 
islands shall become a part of our Territories and be under the control 
of this Grovernment as fully as any other of its territorial possessions. 
In any convention yon may make it is expected that the rights to be 
acquired by the United States should be clearly defined. 
, Should the sovereignty of these islands be transferred to the United 
States, the present Government would, as a matter of course, be super- 
seded, or, at least, be subjected to the Federal authority of this country. 

It is reasonable to anticipate that the present rulers and chiefs would 
expect that some provision would be made as compensation to them 
for the surrender of their political position. This provision could not 
-be, as I conceive, any other than a pecuniary allowance. In this re- 
spect the United States would manifest toward them a liberal spirit. 
Annuities to the amount of $100,000 to be dlBtribnted in such manner 
as they would proffer might be secured to them in the treaty. 

In the convention yon may make you ai'C authorized to provide in 
the amplest manner for the security of individnal property as held at 
the time of the transfer of the sovereignty, bnt the reservation of j)0- 
litical rights or privileges in behalf of individuals would be iueonsis- 
■ tent with the political power which it is proposed to vest in the United 
States. 

If you should succeed in making a treaty transferring the islands to 
the United States, it is a-dviaahle that it should receive the ratification 
of the Hawaiian Goverhmeut before it is sent here for the consideration 
of the President and the Senate, You are directed to induce that Gov- 
ernment to send on one or more persons at the same time the treaty is 
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forwarded, clothed with full powers to assent to anyroodifleations of it 
whicli may here be nuide. In view of the groat uncertainty as to tlie 
terms by which the cossioTi of tho sovereignty of the islauds may be 
encumbered the cariying out of this suggestion is deemed to be of 
great importance, 

1 have good reason to believe that some of the leading powers of 
Europe would be very unwilling to see the Sandwich Islands become a 
part of the Diiited States, mid, if an oppoitunity occurred, would en- 
deavor to defeat any negotiation for that pui-jioae. This consideration 
and others, make it important that you should bring it to a close as 
expeditiously as possible. The treaty should be here in time to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate at its present session. 
I ;iiii, etc., 

"W. L. Maecy. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

liTo. 48.] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, July 2G, 1854, 

SiE : The Hawaiian cabinet has determined at length that It will 
not do to allow much longer delay in bringing to a close arrangements 
for annexation. On the 17tli a meeting was lieid, at which Prince Alex- 
ander was present, when it was agreed that the minister of foreign 
relations should immediately proceed, if possible, to arrange and sign 
a treaty to be submitted to the Eing for ratification. Mr. Wyllie called 
on me the next day, and we have since had several conferences, but 
without as yet arriving at any definite result. The difficulty, I appre- 
hend, is that more will be demanded, in the way of consideration, etc., 
than ought to be yielded. It is probable that by the next maU it will 
be in my power to communicate something more definite than I am 
now able to do. I have the assurance of Mr. WylUe that, so far as he 
is concerned, there shall be no occasion to complain of further procras- 
tination, and I can not doubt that he is in earnest. Prince Alexander 
is responsible for all past delay, and he will not hesitate to incur the 
resiiouBibility of still more, uidess his mind is brought to the conviction 
which everyone else entertains, that it is impossible for him ever to 
wear a crown. He evidently sees that the existing Government Is in 
danger, and Avishes to be in a condition to escape it when the crisis 
comes, but hopes strongly that it may be averted. If a treaty is once 
signed he wUl not oppose its ratification directly and openly, but strive 
to postpone it to the last moment compatible with safety. 

I am convinced that a revolution will soon take place if a treaty of 
annexation is not concluded. The foreign residents, especially Ameri- 
cans, are becoming impatieut under the present state of things, and 
will not be disposed to endure much longer the feebleness and ineffi- 
ciency of the Government. They have i>ower enough in their hands, if 
they act in conceit, to do anj-thiug they wish, and in a single week 
could subvei't the throne and establish a republic upon its ruins. 

A combined British and French squadron of seven vessels — three 
English and four Prench — arrived here on the 17th from Oallao, having 
made the passage from Sukuliiva in fourteen days. Its appearance 
created quite an excitement among all classes of people. On Saturday 
the English frigate Piqiie joined tiie fleet, maldjig eight vessels ia all, 
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aa follows; Tlio ftiguites President and Fique, the sloop AmpMtrite, and 
tlie steamer Virago (British), under the command of Bear- Admiral 
David Price; the fl^gates Jja Forte and JJ^uriMce, the corvette I?Arte- 
mise, and the hrig VOhUga&o (Freaeh), commanded by Eear-Admiral 
Pebvrier des Poiates. to Tuesday they all ssiiled in a nortliwesterly 
direction. I cquM not learn satisfiictorily who was the commanding 
officer of the entire sflnadron, as the English and French accounts 
differed materially on that poiu^ though I presume itcan not bedoubted 
that Admiral Price is the official senior of Admiral des Pointes. It is 
icvident that no great hannony of feeling- exists between the different 
portions of the fleet, and I learn from pretty good authority that a sep- 
aration will soon be deemed expedient. 

On Friday the two admirals and their officers had an audience at 
the palace which was mai'ked by a circumstance that ought to be men- 
tioned. After the usual courtesies, addresses, etc., were over, the 
French admiral, on the suggestion of Mons, Perrin, said to the King, 
through an interpreter, that he hoped there was no thought of alienat- 
ing the sovereignty of the Kingdom, as such a thing would lead to 
difficulty and perhaps war with England and France, which it would be 
for the interest of His Majesty to avoid. The King, made uo r^ply 
whatever. 

Very respectfully, your obedient. servant, 

Datid L. Geego. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marey. 

'So. 51.] Legation of the Ukcied States, 

Honolulu, August 7, 1854. 
Snt: I am only able to write briefly by the mail which goes this 
afternoon, being much debilitated by an attack of sicknesa from which 
I am just convalescent. 

The Government here rests on a volcano. Its subversion is within 
the power of the foreign residents, and I am prepared to witness an 
outbreak at any moment. The dissatisfaction with the present state 
of things is daily increasing, and a crisis of some soi't ie inevitable. 

On Tuesday evening last there was an intense alarm among the na- 
tive population on account of the supposed presence of " fllibnsters." 
The troops were called out and remained under arms all night. The 
apprehension seems to have been excited by the discovery of a box of 
pistols among some goods landed at the cnstom-house. 

I have succeeded in arranging the terms of a treaty of annexation 
with the minister of foreign relations, which meets the approval of the 
Crown Prince and cabinet. But it is not yet signed, and I am unable 
to give you any assurance that it will be immediately completed. The 
pretense of delay is the supposed necessity of consulting the King, 
which for sometime has been impossible on account of His Majesty's 
illness. 

*The great difficulty I had to encounter was the inveterate pr^udice 
■of the Hawaiian authorities against a territorial Ibrm of government, 
which could not be overcome. Finding it impossible to provide otlier- 
wiBOj I finally consented to agree to the admission of the islands as a 
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State, as soon as it uptild be don« in coiiforraitywith the principles and 
requirementa of the Federal Constitution, leaving the existing laws, so 
ike as they are republican and consistent with snch Conetitntion, in 
fall force and ettect in the meantime. 

There was also much controversy as to the extent of consideration. 
The Q-oveniment absolutely refusal to listen to anything short of an- 
nuities to the extent of $300,000, and I finally listened to the sine gua 
non which they presented, with the understanding that it was solely 
ad referendum. 

I had iutended to send you a copy of the treaty a-s agreed on, for in-- 
formation, but I have been altogether unequal to the tost of making 
it in time for the present mail. 

I have notified the minister of foreign relations that there must be 
a speedy »%iomat*ea( conclusion of our negotiations^ and expressed the 
view that any further delajr will be inconsistent with the position of 
the Government of the Fnited States in the transaction. He assents 
to the propriety of my representations, and promises to spare no efforts 
to bring about the signature of the treaty. 

I may therefore express the hope that a final result will soon be at- 
tained. But I fear tlie occurrence of a state of things which will place 
me in some embarrassment. There is reason to believe that upon the 
ratification of the treaty there will be a desire and a necessity of an im- 
mediate transfer of the sovereignty of the islands to the United States 
in order to guard against pressing danger. If such a crisis occurs I 
shall deem myself justified in accepting a provisional transfer, subject 
to the provisions of the treaty, or such arrangements as may be finally 
made by tlie two parties. This, I have no doubt, would be decisive as 
to the influences hereafter to prevail in the archipelago, whatever 
might be the view of our Government as to the cession. A flood of 
emigration would pour in from California the moment our flag was 
raised, sufficient to put a check upon all future British and French pre- 



Yesterday 1 had an audience at the palace for the ofScers of the St. 
Mary. The King was unable to be presentr, owing to his illness, but he 
was represented by the Kuhina Nui, who always stands in his place 
when he can not perform his functioiis. 

The British consul-general has demanded a personal audience of the 
King, to communicate to liiin certain views of his Government, which 
will take place as soon as His Majesty is recovered. 



I Imve, etc., 



David L. GaEGO. 



Mi: Gregg to Mr. Marc-g. 

No, 52] LSGATION OF THE UkITED STATES, 

Honolulu, Se^Hember 15, 1854. 

Tlie negotiations for annexation are in the same condition as when 
my dispatch {So. 51) of the 7th instant was written. On Saturday 
last tlie cabinet liad an audience of the King and laid before him a 
copy of the treaty in the Hawaiian language, and through Mr. Arm- 
strong, as interiireter, explained it in all its particulars. He expressed 
Mmseil' satisfied, as I am advised, but stated that he wished to consult 
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partifliilarly witli a fow of bis (ildefs before Jinal action was taken. Un- 
Ibrtuiiately he liaa since been in snch ii state of inSrinity as to be able 
to consult ivitli no one, and it is difficult to preilict when his present fit 
of illness will terminate. 

I have insisted upon the immediate signatoxe of the treaty, and Mr. 
Wyllie admits that, according to diplomatic usage, there should be no 
farther delay. In my last dispatch I stated that I had notified him 
that the negotiations must he at once concluded. I have since ad- 
dressed him a letter to the same effect, setting forth strongly the reasons 
Which induced me to take this'' course. A copy of it is herewith in- 
closed for your Information. Its representations I considered would 
have an irnxKH'taut bearing in bringing matters to an issue, and I still 
think this will be the effect. I hope I did not go further tlian the 
President irill be willing to approve. The peculiar circumstances 
which exist seemed to demand a strong expression on my part, with 
all the incidental references and suggestions which are employed. I 
acted with regard to what I supposed to be the peculiar exig-eucies of 
the times, and it has been intimated to me that my course will probably 
contribute to hasten matters to a conclusion. 

I forward also a copy of tlie treaty, the terms of which were finally 
settled between Mr. Wyllie and myself on the 19th ultimo. I have 
already informed you of the utter impossibility of such prorisions as I 
desired in the second and eighth articles. As they stand they will be 
regarded as ad referendum, so fiir as the United States are concerned. 
This, of course, was the only ground upon which I could place my 
assent to them, especially the l^t. Prom the protocols, which are not 
yet all in a condition to be copied tbr transmission, the true character 
of the negotiation and its embarrassing circumstances will more fully 
appear. I shall probably be able to send them by the next mail. 

The provisions of the separate article were made a matter of positive 
demand by the Hawaiian cabinet. I refused to incorporate them into 
the body of the treaty, because tliey contemplate an object which, if 
effected at all, must be brought about before any final ratification can 
take place. The ratification of the ti'eaty by this Government would 
undoubtedly quell any disturbances that might arise from American 
sources, but a conditional cession, as contemplated by such article, 
would forever practically settle all questions a-s to future influence and 
jurisdiction. The moment our flag was raised a flood of immigration 
from California would pour in, sufScient, at least, to make the islands 
thoroughly American and to secure an equitable and fair arrangement 
if the term s of the present tieaty are deemed unsatisfactory. 

The return of Judge Lee from the island of Maui is expected in a 
few days. It was through his persuasions that the Kingmade advances 
for annexation, and his influence with the chiefs and native population 
generally is greater than ttat of any man on the islands. I learn that 
he objects to the second article oi the treaty on the ground that he 
does not think it provides ezpUcitly enough for a State government, 
In this respect I have gone to the utmost limit of what, in my judg- 
ment, the Constitution allows, aud if his advice leads this Government 
to exact impracticahle conditions I shall, of course, be ftilly prepared 
to reject them. 

The British consul-general has advised this Government that he will 
not, for the present, seek the audience which he formerly demanded, as 
I advised you in my last dispatch. 

The eflect of the publications in the New York Daily Tribune of July 
20 has been unfortunate here in giving to the British consiil-general 
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■weapons to liglit agaiiiMt tlie United 8titt«s. i regret vory iimeli tliat 
any opportunity should have occiured at this juncture to coufirin, iu 
the minds of the Hawaiians, the fiilse impressions which are constantly 
sought to be created in regard to our purposes and policy. If the pres- 
ent negotiations fall through 1 shall attribute it almost entirely to the 
effect of such publications as that of the Tribune and other papers of 
like character. 

I have, etc., 

Datid L. Geegg. 



Treaty of 

His M^eaty the King of the Hawaiiau lalnndB, lieiiig eoavinoed tliat plans have 
been, and still are, on loot hostile to his sovereignty and to the peiWio of hie King- 
dom, -whioh His Majesty is withont power to resist, and against wliicli it is his im- 
perative duty to provide, in order to prevent tJie evils of anarehy and to sacnre the 
rights and prosperity of Ills subjects, and having in oonscientions ragatd thereto, as 
■well as to the general interests of his Kingdom, present and fature, sought to inoor- 

fiorate his Kingdom into the tlnion of the United States, as the niesois best oolcn- 
ated to attain these ends and perpetnate the blessings of freedom and equal rights 
to himself, his chieiS, and his people; and the Government of the United 8tat^, 
being actuated solely by tlie desire to add to their seenrity and prosperity and to 
meet the wishes of His Mivjoety the King of the Haw.iii an Islands, and of hia Gov- 
ernment, have determined to aocomplisbliy treaty objects so important to their mu- 
tual and permanent welfare. 

For tliat purpose Hia Majesty Kamelianjeha IU, Kiug of the Hawniiftn Islands has 
granted fiill powers ivnd instructions to Bobert Crichton WyUie, esquire, his min- 
ister of foreign relataona, bis secretary at war and of the navy, member of hisjuivy ■ 
council of state, mem.ber of the house of nobles, and chairmaii of thecenimissioners 
of his privy pnrse; and the President of the United States has invested wiUi like 
powers Da'vid Lawrence Gregg, esquire, oonuniBsioner of said States to the said 
Kingdom; and the said plonipotentiaries, after esohanging their ftill powers, have 
agreed to and eonoladed the following articles : 



His Mnjosty llio King of the IJii-waiiaa IsliiiidSj acting in couforjiiiTv with the 

Sower vested in him by the coiistitation of his Kingdom, and with the wishes of 
is chieft and people, and of the heads of cvecy department of his Oo^ emraent, 
cedes to the iJnlted States his Kiugdoni, with all its territories, to be held by them 
in fall sovereignty, subject only to the same const [tiitienal provisions na the other 
States of tlic American Union. Tliis cession inoludes all publie lots and squares, 
Government Innils, mines and minerals, salt lahes and springs, lish jiouds, public 
edilices, fortifications, bnrraclcs, forts, ports and harbors, reeiis, docks, and maga- 
zines, arms, armaments and accontcrments, public aiclitvea, and fimde, claims, 
diil)ts, tiixes and dues existing, available, and unpaid at the date of the exchange of 
the ratilioationa of this treaty. 

Akticlb II. 

The Kingdom of the Hawaiian Islands shall be incorporated into the American 
irnion as a Htate, enjoying the same degree of sovereignty as other States, and ad- 
mitted as such as soon as it can be done in consistency with the principles and re- 
quirements of the Federal Constitntion, t-o all the rights, privileges, and immunities 
of a State as aforesaid, on a perfect equality with tlie other States of the Union. 

Article IH. 

His Majesty the King of the H!ii\-aiian Isl.iuds, his chiefs and subjects of every 
cliiM, ahull coiitiime in the enjoyment of all tlieir existing personal and private 
rights—civil, iielitica!, and religious — to the utmost extent that is pt«sible nnder 
the Federal Constitution, and shall possess and forever cnjoj- all the rights and 
privileges of eitiaeus of the United Status, oa terms of pertfeet ec[nality, in ^1 re- 
spects, with other American citizens. 
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Ai;TrcLn IV. 

The decisions of tile board of land commissionera made and not appealed from, 
at the date of the final ratihcatiou of tJiis tieaty, shall be and Temain forever valid 
and nndistarbed, and all tiUee to real estate wliicli are now, or sball have then b««n 
declared valid under the laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom, shall be held to be ecjuslly 
valid by the United 8tatcs,_ and measures shall be adopted by the United States for 
the apeody and final adjndioation of all unsettled claims to land in confonuity with 
the laws and usages under whioli they may have originated. 

Articlb T. 

All engagements of whatever kind, affecting the rights of corporations or indi- 
viduals, vsuidly oontracted, and lawfully incnmbent upon the King's Government 
or the Hawaiian nation to pay and discharge, stall be respeuted and fulfilled in as 
prompt, full, and complete a manner as they would have been respected and fulfilled 
had no change of sovereignty taken place. 

Article VI. 

nie public lands hereby ceded' shall be subject to the laws regulating the pnblio 
lamds in otber parts of the United States, liable, however, to such alterations and 
,js OS Congress may from time to time enact. The grants of land for the pro- 
ujonon of education heretofore made by the Government of the King of the Havtaiiaa 
Islands shall be confirmed by the United States, which iu addition thereto, shall 
grantand set apart for the purposes of common schools, seminaries of learning, and 
universities so much of the public lands and of the proceeds thereof as may be equal 
proporfioiiajly to the grants for such purposes in any of the States of the Union, 

Aeticle TII. 

The laws of the Hawaiian Kingdom, so far as lihey are compatible with repnlili can 
. institutions and conlbrraaMe to the Constitution of the United States, shall be and 
remain in full force and effect until luodified, changed, or repealed by the legislative 
authority of the State contemplated by this treaty. 

Articlb Till. 

In consideration of the cession made by this treaty, and ia compensation to all 
-who may snlTei' or incur loss consequent thereon, the United States shall pay tto 
aggregate sum of three hundred thousand doUars ($300,000) as annuities to the Kiag, 
the Queen, the crown prince, those standtug ne^ in succession to the throne, the 
chiefs, and all oliher persons whom the King may wish to compensate or reward, to 
bo apportioned as may be determined by His M^esiy the King, andhis privy connidl 
of state, which amounts to be apportioued as aforesaid, shall be paid ratably with- 
out deduction or offset on any ground or in any shape whatever, to the parties sever- 
ally named in such apportioument, at Honolulu, on the first day of July of each suc- 
cessive year so long as they may live. It is, however, expressly agreed upon that 
oa the demise of His present Majesty the annuity of the imiaediate heu; to the 
> throne sliail then be increased to the same amount before allowed and paid to the 
£ing himself. 

As a flirther consideration for the cession herein made, aad in order to place within 
the reach of the tuhabitants of the Hawaiian Islands the means of education, present 
and future, so as to enable them the more perfectly to enjoy and discharge the rights 
anddutiesconaequent upon a cbsmgefrommonarehieal to republican institutions, 
the United States agree to sot apart and pay over for the term of ten years the sum 
of seventy-five thousand dollars per annum, one-third of which shall be applied to 
constitute the principal of a fund for thebonefitof acollegeor university, or colleges 
. or universities, as the case may be, and the balance for the support of common schools, 
■to be invested, secured, or applied as may be determined by the legislative authority 
of the Hawaiian Islands, wnen admitted as a State into tiie Union, as aforesaid. 

ARTICI.B DC. 

Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty the President of 
the United States shall appoint a commissioner, who shall receive indue form, intlie 
name of the United States, the transfer of the sovereignty and territories of the 
Hn.waiian Islands ; also all public property, archives, and other things hereinbefore , 
stipulated to be conveyed, and who shall exowise all execntivo aothority in said 
islands necessary to the preservation of x>eace and order, and to the proper execution 
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of the lairs, until tlie State contemplated, in this treaty can be ^uly organized and 
admitted aa encli State ; aiid until the arrival of each commissiuuni, all dopartmeiits 
of Hifl Majesty's Government Bliall continue as now constituted. 

Aktiolb X. 

This treaty shall be ratified by the respective high contracting parties, and the 
ratiHcaCious exchanged at the eity of Honolalu within ei^ht months fcoai the date 
hereof, or sooiieT, if possible, but it is agreed that this period may be extended by 
mutual consent of the two parties. 

In witness "whereof, we, the nndersigned, plenipotentiiivies of Hie Majoaty the 
King of the Haivaiian IslttudB and of the United Stjitcs of Ameiii a, have siKned 
three originals of this treaty of annexation in. Hawiiian and three m Lnglish, ind 
liave thereunto a£a3:*d our respeotiTe official seals. 

Done at Honolulu this day of , in the yeir of our Lord onp th isdnd 

eight hundred and fitly-four. 



Wljereae it is deearable to gnard against the esigeneies declared m the preamble 
to the foregoing treaty, and to seonre the King of the Hawaiian Isl mds his thieis 
and all Who reside under his jurisdiction from the dangers therein reterred to a.nd 
expressed , il is hereby provided and exprcBsly agreed that at nnv time belore the 
final exchange of the ratilioations of said treaty, if the same shall be duly ratiliedon 
tlie part of His Mjyeaty the King and satisfao1>ory notii l thereof given to the oom 
missioner of the United States, it ahall be oompfftenttor His Majesty, by proclama 
tion, to declare his islands annexed to the American Union, subject to the provi- 
sioQSof such treaty as negotiated; and the commisBioneE of the United States, for 
the time being, shall receive and accept the transfer ot the jiiriBdiction of the said 
islands, in the nam.e of the United States, and protect and defend them by the armed 
forces of the United States, as a part of the American Union, holding the same for 
imd in behalf of his GUivemment and exercising the jurisdiction provided for in 
said treaty, with the understanding, however, tmtt in case the said treaty is not 
finally ratified, or other arrangement made by the free consent and to the mntnal 
satisfaction of the contracting parties, the sovereignty of the islands shall imme- 
diately revert, withont prejudice, to His Majesty, oi his imniediate heir, in the 
same conditions as before tlie transfer thereof; and it is further understood and 
agreed that this article sliall be as binding for all the ends and purposes herein ex- 
pressed as if it formed a part of the foregoing treaty. 



Mr. Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

Ko. 54.] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, October 3, 1854. 

Sir : 111 my dispat-ch of the 7tli ultimo (Ko. 41) I mentioned that the 
British consiil-general had deiimnded an audience of the King for tlie 
liurpoBe of conimnnicatiiit, to hiui ceitiin vieiv* of his Government. 
It was first appointed toi the 6th nitimo, the same day ii tliit fixed for 
tlie andivnee to the offii ei of the &t Mm y hnt the K iig being unable 
on a-ccouiit of illness to ittend it was then postponed Subsequently, 
however, altliongli Gen Millei at fii'-t decbued an aiiaiie,ement was 
made to receive him on the l&th when he mide an e'^temporaneotis 
speech of au hour aud a qitaitei i^iiaat annezatioii to the United 
States and in dispnise of out ( mifn lui G-oveiament and people. 

The substance of hisiet! nl i ir d to me by those TOho 

heard them. Ho depietati I i United States and rep- 

resented it to be one of the (luhl bef ill the Ha^^ aiiau 

race, denouncing oni iiiijtituU ii ^ m then tendency and 

■wholly unequal to piot-ect in bLCuiitj the eii)o>moiit ofbfe and prop- 
erty. As an illustiation, he leferred to California and dcotribtd nu- 
merous disorders, which be alleged had prevailed there, in the strongest 
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terms, predicting that the introduction of Amencan rule m these 
islands would he the signal for the eommeneeinent ol a similar state of 
things, in which the rights of the natives would be altogether lost sight 
of and sacrificed. He read at length the articles in the Sew York 
Tribune of July 20 and the Herald of a previous date, on the subject 
of annexation^ to show that the designs of our Government were hostile 
to Hawaiian interests and ought to be regarded in no friendly light. 
These papers, he insisted, were fait and honest, rising above the eor- 
rnpting tendency of. republican institutions, and entitled to great 
weight in forming an opinion of the policy of the American nation. He 
complained of the course of the minister of foreign relatiOTis, charging 
him with a, want of openness and candor and stating that he was too 
much disposed to publish matters which ought to be kept secret. As an 
instance, he referred to the joint protest of himself and Mens. Perrin, 
last year, which, he said, had been unnecessarily communicated to Mr. 
Severance, who had made a long rigamarole of a reply, and that his 
rejoinder to that reply had been suppressed. 

I have the best reason in the world for believing that in this respect 
Gen. Miller's memory was at fault, as he never made any rejoinder 
whatever. He also entered into an argument to refute what I took 
occasion to say on the 4th of July relative to the merits of colonial 
government and the law of primogeniture, praising the latter as a 
beneficent institution which gave England a class of gentlemen and 
statesmen not to be surpassed in the world. When he had concluded 
the King replied, as follows : 

I have lieard wLat you liave said to me in the name of your Government. I am 
not snre that I have (iearly understood it all, but 1 shall consider it so far as I may 
be able to recollect it. I would prefer that in all matters which relate to my sov- 
ereignty, in which my chiefe and people have a deep interest, communications 
should be made in writing so as to prevent misunderstandings and mistakes either 
by me or them. 

The speech of Gen. Milleras I have heard aceonntsof it from authen- 
tic sources, was an outrage upon all propriety and insulting to the 
United Stat-es. An accui-ate statement of what transpired at the audi- 
ence was drawn up, as I have reason to believe, by the minister of 
fbreign relations and submitted to Gen. Miller for revision. He prom- 
ised to write out the substance of his remarks, but as yet has not done 
so. I have assurances that a copy will be communicated to me at the 
earliest practicable moment. Had not the audience been what is 
termed private I shouJd have requested ofBcially an account of what 
took place, and shall yet find some just reason tor doing so if it is not 
received as I anticipate through the dictates of a just and proper 
courtesy, which the minister of foreign relations Las on every occasion 
heretofore been willing to extend- 
On Thursday last (September 28) the offleers of the Portsmouth and 
St.- Mary had a royal audience by special invitation from the King. 
The invitation was conveyed to me on the preceding day through the 
minister of foreign relations. The whole afl'air may be regarded as ex- 
ceedingly eomplijnentary. Such a thing as an invitation for an occa- 
sion of this kind was never before known here. Oapt, Domin is a 
great favorite among all classes of the Hawaiian people, commanding 
universal respect and confidence. It is perhaps to this fact, as much 
as to anyfJiiug else, that tlio extraordinary courtesy of the occasion 
may be attributed. But it may be said undoubtedly in addition that 
the Hawaiian authorities are especially desirous of cultivating friendly 
relations with the United States, and look forward to the time when 
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their, country may constitute an integral portion of the great North 
Am eric an llepnblic. 

Since my dispatcli of the 15t3i nltiino theve has been no progreas in 
regard to the treaty of annexation. The crown prince is absent on the 
island of Hawaii, but he has been sent for and his return is daily ex- 
pected. This step resulted from my letter to the minister of foreign 
relations' of the date of Septcmbei- 12, a copy of which I have already 
transmitted for your information, 1 inclose herewith an acltnowledg- 
ment of its receipt, fcom which you will perceive the cause of any recent 
delay that has occurred. 

I now feel some coniidence that immediately upon the arrival of the 
prince the treaty will be signed and ratified. The King is unwilling 
to have any action taken in his absence, but at the same time anxious 
to bring matters to a speedy conclusion. Liholiho has already given 
his formaS assent to the negotiations so far, by countersigning with the 
ministers the protocols and also the draft of the trealy, a copy of which 
I have sent you. Present appearances indicate that the period of pro- 
crastination is neai'ly at ati end, and I indiilge the expectation of being 
able to send home a treaty of annexation in time for the commencement 
of the next session of Congress. 
I have, etc., 

DayU) L. Geegg. 



Iff. Qregg to Mr. Marcy. 

No. 61.] IjEGATion of the United States, 

Konohilu, December 19, 1854. 

SiB: The King of the Hawaiian Islands, Kamehameha III, died on 
Friday last, the 15th instant, aft<sr an illness of about two weeks. He 
was bom on the 17th of Mareli, 1813, being in his forty-second year. 
By his subjects lie was universally beloved, and among tbem the mani- 
festations of grief are universal and striking. With scarcely an excep- 
tion the resident foreigners respected him and confided in his justice 
and generosity. His ]>artiality to Americans has always been strong, 
and it will be universally conceded that by Ma decease they have lost 
a faithful and honorable Mend. 

As soon as his death was knowji, minute guns were iired from the 
fort on shore and by all the vessiils of war in the harbor. 

On tlie same day the accession of the Prince Eoyal Alexander Liho- 
liho t(t the throne, nnder the style of Kamehameha IT, was proclaimed 
and received miiversal acquiescence. The young monarch will be 21 
years of age on the 9th of February next. By the Hawaiian laws the 
age of majority for males is flxed.at twenty, so that he becomes at once 
ruler de facto of the Kingdom. 

But fcAV yoxiiig men of his years have more ability or intelligence. 
His general education is good and for sometime past he has been ac- 
customed to take part in the management of public att'airs. A few 
years since, with his older brother, he visited the United States and 
Europe, and evidently derived much profit from the opportunity thus 
placed within his reach. His manners and habits are plain and simple, 
atry with the American education he has received. 
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The cabinet ministers and members of tlie privy council placed tlieir 
offices at tlie clisiMsiil of tlie new sovereign yesterday, but Ixe desired 
them to remain for the present in the discharge of their several func- 
tions. 

The King's confidential and most influential adviser is the Hon. 
William L. Lee, chief justi(« of the supreme court, a thorough Ameri- 
can and a man of undoubted integrity. On the 2d instant he resigned 
his office on account of ill health, bnt his resignation was not then ae- 
ce-pted, and the present King absolutely re&ses to allow him to quit 
his position, promising to have such an arrangement made as will relieve 
him of his most burdensome duties. 

The salute at sunrise on the 16th, referred to in" my letter to the 
minister of the 18th, was participated in by the St. M&ry, but not by 
the English and Fi-cnch ships in port, probably for the reason that 
they were not prepared to follow the Hawaiian and American salutes. 
"The royal salute of etiquette" appears to have been arranged for the 
purpose of giving them an opportunity of making up for the omission 
of tiie morning. 
I have, etc., 

David L. GsBGa. 



Mr, Gregg to Mr. Marcy. 

No. 64.] Legation of the United States, 

Sonolulu, December 39, 1854.. 

SiE: • * * From information which has recently come to 
my knowledge, I am inclined to entertain tlie opinion that the present 
head of the government will be disposed to preserve, if possible, the 
separate independence of the Hawaiian Islands. I anticipate, there- 
fore,.a notification, aa soon as affairs are somewhat settled, to the effect 
that the negotiations for annexation to the tTnit«d States are no longer 
to be entertained. This is rather a matter of inference than of positive 
certainty; but my own mind is convinced that the anticipations I en- 
tertained will prove to be well founded. 

I think it also probable that efforts will be made to secure the pro- 
tection of the existing sovereignty by the United States, France, and 
Great Britain. That foreign protection of some kind will be sought, I 
regard as almost a certainty, I should be glad to receive instructions 
tio guide my conduct in the event of any such question being brought 
up for consideration. 

The ministers who will doubtless be reappointed are men of honesty 
andJntegrity, but my observation leads me to conclude that in their 
estimation the retention of office is a paramount consideration. Their 
great fault is weakness and not perversity of purpose. Besides their 
views are all against the present administration of the United States, 
and it is not at all unlikely that they conceive it to be fair and just to 
pursue every legitimate course to play advisedly into the hands of those 
who desire political changes. These remarks are especially to be ap- 
plied to the American elements of the Hawaiian Government. 
I have, etc., 

David L. Gebqg. 
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Mr, Marcy to Mr. Gregg. 

No. 12.] Depabtment of State, 

Washington, Ja/tiuary 31, 1855. 

SiE : The policy of the United States in relation to the future of the 
Sandwich Islands is presented in the iiiatnictions heretofore given to 
you. That policy is not to accelerate or urge on any important change 
in the government of that country, but if it ha« or ahoold become so 
far enfeebled that it can not be continued, and the sovereignty of the 
islands must be transferred to another power, then a state of things 
will exist in which it will be proper for the United States to ha.ve a re- 
gard to the future condition of that country. 

If the Hawaiian Government and ])eople become convinced of the 
necessity of such a change, it is probable that they will, if left to their 
free choice, look to the United States as the country to which they 
would wish to be united. To a proper arrrangement of this bind this 
Government certainly has no objection. 

My dispatch of the 4th of April last has reference to such a contin- 
gency which it was then supposed was about to happen. In case a 
transfer of the islands was proffered to the United States, you were 
dii"ected to enter. into negotiations as to the terms of it and conclude a 
treaty on that subject. The outlines of such a treaty were contained 
in that dispatch. 

Tou have apprised the Department that as soon as negotiations were 
opened you perceived that stipulations diftterent from those indicated 
in your instructions were insisted on, and you very properly notified 
the Hawaiian antlioritiea that yon couM only entertain them as matters 
to be referred to your Govemmeut for its approval or rejection. 

The draft of a tieaty you have forwarded to the Department has 
been consideredby the President, and he directs nie to say that he can 
not approve of some of the articles. If ratified in its present shape 
at Honolulu and sent hither, he would not probably submit it to the 
Senate. Tliere are in his mind strong objections to the immediate in- 
corporation of the islands in tlieir present condition into the Union as 
an independent State. It was expected that the Hawaiian Government 
would be willing to offer the islands to the United States as a territory, 
and to leave the question in relation to their becoming a State to the 
determination of this Government, unembaiTassed by stipulations on 
that point. The interests of both parties would seem to indicate this 
as the wisest course, A treaty which would embarrass the United 
States in theh- action on this question would therefore be objectionable. 

There are other olijectious to the draft which yon have sent to the 
Department, though less formidable than that which the second article 
presents. The amount to be paid as annuities, etc., according to the 
draft, is nmch larger than was contemplated. 

I thinii it would be proper that you shonld inform the Hawaiian Gov- 
ernment that the United States would not be likely to approve of a 
treaty diiiering in important particulars from the terms contained in 
the dispatch of the 4th of April. 

This Govei'nment will receive the transfer of the sovereignty of the 
Sandwich Islands with all proper provisions relative to the esisting 
rights and interests of the people thereof, such as are usual and ap- 
propriate to territorial sovereignty. It will be the object of the United 
States, if clothed with the sovereignty of that country, to promote its 
growth and prosperity. This consideration alone ought to be a aufB- 
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cieut assurance to the people that their rights and interests will be 
duly respected and cherished by this Government. 

In preaentiiig objeetiOBS to the draft of the treaty which you have 
sent to this Department, the President desires me to assure you that 
he takes no exception whatever to your course in this difBcult and em- 
bartassiDg negotiation, but, on the contrary, it is highly aiiproved. 
Your efforts have been properly dhected and your ability is appre- 
ciated and commended. It gives me pleasure to concur in and commu- 
nicate the President's approbation of your conduct. 
1 am, etc., 

W. L. Maecy. 



Mr. McBride to Mr. Seward. 

No. 9.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, October 9, 1863. 

Sir: Notwithstanding the subject is a delicate one, yet regarding 
it as a duty to my Government to transmit information concerning the 
policy and views of that to which I am accredited, I ask your undivided 
attention to a few facts in reference to this Government, and some 
things connected with it. 

Fu-st. The King is strongly predisposed in favor of the British in 
preference to Americans, or those of any other nationality, English 
policy, English etiquette, and English grandeur seem to captivate 
and control him. His familiar associates are Englishmen, and where an 
office becomes vacated by death, resignation, or otherwise, it is filled by 
the appointment of an Englishman. In a word, English diplomacy 
here has been so adroit and sagacious as to win the esteem and confi- 
dence of His IVTajesty and the royal family, while American diplomacy 
has been a complete ^ilure in this respect. 

It is plainly to be seen that the British Government places a high 
estimate on the ftitare value of these islands, believing, no doubt, that 
the Pacific and other railroads will be boilt, and that these islands will 
become very important as a "half-way house" between Emope and 
America on one side and China and Japan on the other, and also in 
their capacity for glowing the sngai cane, coffee, rice, and cotton, which, 
no doubt, will be very great when fairly and fully developed. The sa- 
lubrity and peculiar pleasantness of the climate must also add much to 
the intrinsic worth aud importance of this country. 

Secondly. The King's health is poor, being afSicted with asthma 
and other chronic affections, and therefore it is not at all probable that 
he will live many yeara^ and, like other valetudinarians, his death would 
not surprise his acquaintances at any time. The English influences 
which are thrown around the King in Idie persons of English school 
teachers recentl/ imported, and a number of English clergymen sent 
here by Her Britannic Mryesty at the request of the King, and he not 
a pious man, and the filling of vacant ofBces by Englishmen, on the 
whole, being considered, is shrewdly suspected of being a political affair 
under the garb of religion and intended at least to supersede Ameri- 
cans holding office under His Majesty's Government, Ameiican school 
teachers, and American clergymen, many of whom have already been 
turned out; in other words, an endeavor to thoroughly Anglicize this 
place and prepare it for a British regency. 
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Thirdly. The native population is decreasing so rapidly as to produce 
the general, if not the universal, belief that within a short period, say 
from twenty to forty years, there will not be enough of them remaining 
to perpetuate this Government. This being the case, tliese islands 
must, of necessity, pass into other hands and their destiny be controlled 
by other people. The question then is, to what nation shall they be- 
long, and to whom ought th.ey belong, tlie English or the Americans? 
They are the only competitors. 

Fourthly. An Englishman a little over a year ago loaned this Gov- 
ernment S00,000 for ten years at 10 per cent per annum, in- 
terest to be paid annually. This Government, in all probability, 
will not be able to pay more than the interest, if that, and will 
be more likely to hypothecate lands to Englishmen or to the Eng- 
lish Govenimeut for more* money. Such an event would be a sufficient 
excuse for Great Britain (Napoleon-like) to take and hold these islands 
as an indemnity, and everybody knows what the result would be. The 
payment of this debt by the United States, and, if need be, the loan of 
half a million more, togetJier with presents both ornamental and useful 
to tJieir majesties and to the heir apparent, cautiously and wisely be- 
stowed, might be the moans of giving Americans the vantage ground 
in point of court influOLico and other interests which may come up in 
the future. 

I beg leave to further say that American interests greatly predomi- 
nat-e here over all otliers combined, and not less than four-fifths of the 
commerce connected with these islands is American. The merchants, 
triidors, dealers of all kinds, and planters are princapally Americans. 
The English have no commerce here worthy of the name and but one or 
two retail stores; the Germans about the same amount of business as 
the English. Many American merchants here are doing quite a large 
business, and would extend their busiuess still more bat for the danger 
of British rule over this group, which, if it should become the dominant 
or governing powei', American interests would be crushed out with 
eagerness and dispatch. Snch is the universal belief of all American 
citizens with whom I have eoiiversed, and euch is my own opinion. It 
wou]<l be a flagrant injustice to American citizens, after they have 
labored for the good of these islands tor the last forty years, after they 
have brought these people out of barbarism and taught them civiliza- 
tion, science, and religion; in a word made them an intelligent and 
Christian nation, and have done all that has been done in the develop- 
ment of the resoui'ces of the country, and given it a world-wide popu- 
larity, to be either driven out or so treated and harassed as to make 
it necessary for their interests to sacrifice tlieir property and leave, 
which is believed would be the case provided the English obtain greater 
influence with the King than they now have; which influence it is the 
desire of Americans here and fbr the interests of the American Govern- 
ment to avert. Some mei'chaiits and planters are contracting their 
business, so that they may not sufier so heavy a loss in the event of 
the change which seems probable at no very distant day. 

I am also informed that the British Government since the commence- 
ment of the rebellion in the United States sent a deputation to exam- 
ine and report on the cotton -growing capacity of this group, and the 
report is said to be remarkably favorable. This may aid in explaining 
the lively interest which Her Britiali Majesty's Government takes in this 
Government and the fiiuil disposition of these islands so far as con- 
duct is a faitliful index to design. The cotton-growing capacity of 
these islands has been sufficiently tested to demonstrate it as a foot 
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tbat it isnot at aU inferior to Alabama, Georgia, or Misaissippi, either as 
to quality or quantity per acre. There is some cotton now growiTig in 
the suburbs of this city as rich and luxnriaut a growth as I ever saw 
in the Southern States. The capacity of these islands for growing sugar 
cane is of world-wide celebrity and is known to be not inferior to that 
of any other country. All the sugar plantations of any note on these 
islands, with the exception of two or three, belong to Americans. Oof- 
fee grows here well and it is believed that with jToper care iiiid skill 
it might become equal to those more celebrated cofiee-growing coun- 
tries. A great deal is now raised hei*, although for the last few years 
there has been in some localities what is here called the blight on the 
tree. This soil grows rice of an excellent quality in great abundance. 

Indian corn grows well here and yields from 20 to 40 bushels iier acre. 
Garden vegetables also grow well here. 

This group of islands under the contiol of our Government, in my 
judgment would be far more valuable than the ownership of both 
Cuba and the Bahama Islands. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
I have the honor, etc., 

James McBbide. 



je of the President of the United States, communicating, in a 
a resolution of the Senate of the 4th instant, a report of the Seeretary of 
State, relative to a proposed reciprocity treaty between the United States 
amd 8a/ndwich Islands. 

February 8, 1864. — Read, referred to the Committer oe Foreign Relations, and oi-- 
dered to Le priatiid. 

To the Senate of the United States: 

In answer to the resolution of yesterday on tlie subjectof a reciproc- 
ity treaty with the Sandwich Islands, I transmit a report from the 
Secretary of State, to whom the resolution was referred. 

Abkaeam Lincoln. 

Washington, February 5, 1864. 



Dbpaetmeht op State, 

Washington, February 5, 1864, 

The Secretaiy of State, to whom has been referred the Senate's reso- 
lution of yesterday, requesting the President, "if not incompatible 
with the public interests, to commumcate to the Senate any recent cor- 
respondence at the Department of State relative to a proposed reciproc- 
ity treaty between the United States and the Sandwich Islands," has 
the honor to report that application has been mad© for a revival of a 
aimilar treaty which was negotiated here during the administration of 
President Pierce, but which was not approved by the Senate. After 
due consideration, however, especially in connection with the probable 
effect of such a measure on the public revenue at this juncture, it has 
not been deemed advisable farther to entertain the subject. It is not 
deemed expedient at present to communicate the correspondence called 
for by the resolution. 

Eespectfiilly submitted. 

William H. Sewaed, 

The Peesidehx. 
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Mr. Seward to Mr. MeBride. 

No. 10.] Depabtmbkt op State, 

Washington, Jarmary 14, 1864, 
James McBeide, Esq., etc. : 

SiB: Your dispatch No. 9, of October 9, 1863, has been received. 
Tlie subject of wliicli it treats, viz, tbe policy of Great Britain in liie 
aaiidwich Islands — ^the efforts made by its officials there to shape and 
control the fiiture destinies of these islands — and the measures which 
you indicate, wltti the view of connteraetiug these inJiuences, are all 
deemed of much importance and they will receive tlie consideration to 
which they are justly entitled. 
I am, etc., 

"William H, Seward, 



Mr. MoBride to Mr. Seward, 

:So. 37.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, September 16, 1864. 
Sir: As the United States Government is now paying rent for a 
piece of ground lor a naval depot, and ^ a permanent depot here will 
be vastly more important to our Government in the future than it has 
been in time past, from the increased necessity for naval defense, owing 
to the States and Territories on the Pacific Slope, the number of Amer- 
ican whale ships floating in various parts of the Pacific, the increased 
and increasing commerce with these islands, and last, though not least, 
the immense commerce which we have the right to anticipate between 
the United States, China, and Japan, I hope it will beconsidered proper 
in me to suggest that, if a reciprocity treaty should at any time be 
made with this Government, a fee simple to a piece of land at this 
port, sufficient for a wharf and buildings for a naval depot and also 
for a dry dock, should be made one of the conditions of said treaty, as 
the principal advantage accruing from such a treaty will be to this 
Government, as shown in my dispatch of yesterday. 
I have the honor to be, etc., 

Jambs McBridb, 



Mr. McGooli to Mr. Setrai-d. 

So. C] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, ISffptember 3, 1866. 

SiE: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
S"o. 3, inclosing the opinion of the Attorney-General in the matter of 
the American ships Josephine and Bliie Jacket. 

I regard it as a cause for congratulation that the Government has 
arrived at the conclusion indicated by the opinions of the Attorney- 
General, for the Hiawaiian courts have in the past certainly shown a 
disposition to unnecessarily auuoy Ameri<!an ^pmasters, and the Ha- 
waiian Government has invariably refused to redress their grievances. 

In ejcamining the correspondence of my predecessors I observe that 



d by Google 



■ 13.4 ■■ HAWAITAK ISLANDS. 

ea«h one has seen proper to eommunicate to the State Department Ma 
views in relation to tlie Government and people of these islands. Al- 
though I suppose yon are already thoroug-hly informed, yet 1 desire to 
call your attention to some points upon which I very materially differ 
from the ideas expressed by my predecessors. 

Before my arrival here I was led to believe that this Governoient dis- 
played a marked hostility towards the Government and citizens of the 
United States. The Stote Department has probably been led into 
the same error. I am perfectly satisfied that no snch feeling does exist. 
Many of the American residents have rendered themselves obnoxious to 
the Kingaud his cabinet by personal abuse of the ministers and unwar- 
ranted interftrence in the political affairs of the Kingdom. The iiat. 
ural result of this has been dislike, freely expressed, on both sides. As 
the feeling is apparently of an entirely personal character, I can see no 
reason why it should aflfect my relations or therelationsofmyGovernment 
with His Majestyand his ministers. AnotherclassofAmericanSjthemis- 
sionaries, have controlled the political affairs of the country since 1820. 
They are dissatisfied because within the last few years they have lost 
their hold upon the Government and its offices. The first class of Amei'i- 
cans are generally disappointed adventurers, the second class are re- 
ligimiistfi, who, having once exercised supreme power in church and 
state, feel all the bitterness of disappointment at seeing their irolitical 
power pass into other hands, and knowing that the native population 
is beginning: to listen to a religion preached from other pulpits I ban 
their own. The American missionarieshaveuudoubtedly labored faith- 
fully; but it is their own fault if, after fortyyears' experience as keep- 
ers or the conscience to thenatives and theii- princes, they permit them- 
selves to be driven from the field by an adroit English priest, whose 
church is a mere political machine, and who possesses apparently 
ueitliei: tlie intelligence nor the virtue of his more experienced and Pu- 
ritanical brother missionaries. 

So far as I can see, the influence of the American Government is all 
that it has ever been. The influence of American individuals has been 
lost through their own want of tact and harmony, 

There is still another class— the planters of (die country. They are 
nearly all Americans, both in nationality and in sympathy; they are 
the better class of the residents of the islands, possess its substantial 
wealth, coutrot its resources, and annually ship 2»,0( 0,000 pounds of 
sugar to the Pacific coast of the United States. Their pecuniary in- 
terests, their political sympathies, their business relations, and their 
personal attachments are all with the United States and its citizens, 

The health of the present King is most precarious. When he dies 
the ratte of Hawaiian kings dies with, him, and I feel confident that he 
will not name a successor. His Majesty is superstitious and to a great 
degree under the influence of a native sorceress, who has predicted 
■ that he will die as soon as he names a successor. He has faith in her 
prophecy and acts accordingly. I mention this tact in order that you 
may more properly appreciate the enlightened infiuences which some- 
times control His Majesty's important political measures. 

The fact as I state it is undoubted, and in the event that no successor 
to the throne is appointed the Government of the United States may 
be called upon to arbitrate the future of this country. For this rea- 
son I have felt it my duty to remind yon of the condition of affairs 
here and to caU your attention to the value of American interests 
which do now, and always must, center in these islands. 
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They are the resting place, supply depot, acdreahipping point of all 
our American whaling tteet. 

They are the sources from which the Paeiflc States receive all the 
sugars they consume. 

The greater part of the agricultural, commercial, and moneyed iu- 
tereets of the islands are in the hands of Ameriean citizens. 

All vessels bound from our Pacific coast to China pass close to these 
shores. 

Geographically these islands occupy the same important relative posi- 
tion towards the Patuiic tliat the Bermudas do towards the Atlantic 
coast of the United States, a position which makes them important to 
tlie English, convenient to the French, and, in the event of war with 
either of those powers, absolutely necessary to the United States. 
Destitute of both army and navy, the Hawaiian Government is without 
the power to resist aggression, to compel belligerents to respect the 
neutrality of her ports. Equally destitute of financial resources, they 
are without the means of indemnifying those who may suffer through 
their weakness. 

The spirit of this whole people is heartily republican and thoroughly 
American. The King, his half dozen halt- civilized nobles, as many 
cabinet ministers, and the Lord Bishop of Honolulu (Staley) constitute 
the entire aristocratic element of the country, either in fact or in feeling. 
And when this dynasty ends, as end it will probably within the next 
year, I am sure that if the American Government indicates the slightest 
desire to test in these islands the last Napoleonic conception in the way 
of territorial extension you will find the i)eople here with great unani- 
mity '' demanding by votes, freely expressed, annexation to " the United 
States. 



I have the honor, etc., 



Edwaieb McOook, 
United States Minister Jicsidcnt. 



[Pr[vate,-F->r tl.» Secretary alone,] 

San Peancisco. June 7, 1867. 
Hon. W. H. Seward, 

Washington, 1). G. : 

SlE: I sail to-morrow for Honolulu and desire before leaving to ask 
you to order me to report in "Washington about the time the Hawaiian 
treaty comes before the Senate for ratification or grant me a leave of 
absence for that purpose, I will then have in my possession eveiy fact 
which might influence the favorable consideration of Congress; and it 
it is unnecessiwy tbr me to say how deep an interest I feel in the suc- 
cessful conclusion of the matter with which you intrusted me. 

Should tbe treaty be ratified, I will feel that I have possibly accom- 
plished all I can accompl^h in my present position, and will probably 
wish to return to my home in Colorado, unless yon should favor the 
absolute acquisition of the Hawaiian Islands, in which event 1 would 
like to conduct the negotiations. I think their sovereignty could be 
pui'chased from the present King, and feel sure that the people of the 
United States would receive such a x>nrchas6 with universal acclama- 
tion. Will you permit me to suggest that you souud Mr. Harris on the 
subject f 
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1 hope yon will send me the leave of absence or orders I have asted 
for ; i know it seems like taxing your indulgence too far to ask this fa- 
vor so soon after receiving a similar one at your hands; but I certainly 
have no wish to make the long winter voyage &om HonoMu to ISew 
T(ft'k a« a pleasure trip, and my only reason for wishing to visit the 
United States this winter is that I believe it will materially advance 
the interests of the public service, and I feel sure yon will be perfectly 
siitistied with the result should you permit me to come. 
I have, etc., 

Edwaed M. McCook. 



Mr. Seward to Mr. McCook. 



Department of State, 
Wnshington, July 13, 1867, 



SiE : Your private note written on the 27th of June, on the eve of 
your departure from San Francisco for Honolulu, has .just been received. 

You have leave to come to this place at the next meeting of Congress, 
which will probably take place in November. 

You arc at liberty to sound the proper authority on the large subject 
mentioned in your note and ascertain probable conditions. You may 
confidentially receive overtures and commnnicate the same to me. 

I will act upon your suggestion in that relation in regard to a party 
now here. 

I am, etc., 

William H. Sewaed. 



Mr. MeCooTc to Mr. 

No. 31,] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, August 5, 1867. 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, WasMngton, J). C. .- 
Sie: Since my dispatch No. 30 I have had several interviews with 
His Majesty the King, in one of which I called his attention to the 
remark made by his minister of foreign af^irs relative to His Majesty 
leaving his capital because of the presence of the U, S, S. Lachawaitna 
here (Mr. De Varigny, the minister of tbreign affairs, was present), 
and the King disavowed any such motive and informed me that he had 
left this island simply to superintend the labor on some one of his plan- 
tations. The whole subject was dismissed by my calling His Majesty's 
^ttentiou to the fact that there had been nothing in the past acts or 
present attitude of my Government toward this Kingdom which should 
make the presence of an American man-of-war in these waters the 
source of suspicion, and that I regarded it as peculiarly unfortnnate 
that these suspicions should be expressed at this particular time, when 
the Government of the United States was endeavoring, by the negotia- 
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tion of a reciprocity treaty and by every other assurance in tlieir power, 
to show their Mendship tor the King and people of these islands. 

On the 25th of July Hie Majjesty again sent for ine to meet him in 
council. Telegrams from Washington, published in the California 
papers, had reached here, disclosing the fact that a treaty of reciproc- 
ity had been concluded between the two countries and made public in 
the United States. His Majesty stated to me that he would like to dis- 
cuss its provisions with me, but did not deem it consistent with his 
dignity, etc., to enter into any such discussion while the Lackawanna 
remained here. I will do His M^esty the justice to say that I do not 
believe this idea was an original one, bat was suggested to and forced 
upon him by his ministers, they hoping that the Lackawanna could not 
or would not leave, and that this might prove an insuperable obstacle 
to the ratilication of the treaty. I requested that tliis determination of 
his might be conveyed to rae in writing, and on the same day I received 
ft oommunication from the minister of foreign affairs, a copy of which I 
inclose. 

The Laekawa/tma sailed from these waters on the 30th of July, iu 
compliance with orders from the Navy Departmentj to take formal pos- 
session of and survey Middlebrook Island, and this obstacle being re- 
moved His Majesty again sent for me, approved the treaty in council, 
and issued a proclamation convoking an extraordinary session of the 
legislative assembly on the 2d of ^ptember, "for the puri>ose of con- 
sidering such legislation as may be rendered necessary by the proposed 
convention of reciprocity with the Government of the United States." 
A copy of this proclamation is herewith transmitted. 

I think that the King heartily and earnestly favors this treaty, and 
I think that some, probably the mf^iority, of his ministers just as heart- 
ily and earnestly oppose it; because they know it wiU prove destructive 
to all other foreign influence and make American influence dominant 
on these islands. I was present by invitation of His Majesty at foxtr 
of his cabinet meetings and on each occasion he seemed disposed to 
act promptly and favorably, while his councilors yielded, I tliought, a 
reluctant and sullen assent to a measure- which they alone, of all this 
little Kingdom, look upon with disihvor. I have heard some of the 
most intelligent and iniiuential men of the islands express the opinion 
that should this treaty be ratified by the United States and go into 
efi'eet, abrogation would be revolution; and after its boneftts ai'e once 
felt this people will always demand reciprocity or annexation. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant., 

Edwabd M, MoCooic. 



j!fj\ Be Varigny to Mr. MoCooh. 

Hosiii.TJLTI, JuXji 55, 1S6-. 
Sir; Ptirsnant to the rer(iiest expressed by yoni excellency diiriugyoiir iiiteiview 
of to-day witt Hia Majesty, I haTs the Iionot to transmit to yon the desjre expressed 
liy the King. 

Beforeentoringintothe consideration of the treaty ot'reoijirooity. His Majesty and 
his Goveroinent desiie your esceUeucy t-o use yourinfluencemsecnringthe departure 
from this Kingdom of the Laekaiisanna for the reasons explained to yon dnring the 
aforesaid interview. 

Hoping for a favorable resnlt of this reqneat, I avail myself of this opportmiity to 
renew to you the assuraneesof the highrespeet and distinguished consideration with 
which I I'femaiu, 

Your excellency's rery obedient humble aerraut, 

C. DB Vakiony. 
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Mr. McGook to Mr. Seward. 

B"o, 32,] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, AtigtiM 5, 1867. 
Sir: I liave tlie honor to inclose you the copy of a (-oiumuiiicatioii 
addressed by me to Geii. Van Valkeiibiirgh, United States minister 
resident at YedOj Japan. 

The note explains itself; . and as I deemed it essential to the inter- 
ests of the public service that it should be written and forwarded 
promptly, I hope its contents will meet with your entire approval. 
1 have the honor to be, etc., 

Edward M. McOook. 



Mr. MeGooli, to Gen. Van Valkenbitrgh. 

United States Legation, 

Honolulu, August 3, 1867. 

Dear Sir : An envoy of the Hawaiian Government sails for Japan 
to-day for the jiiirpose of endeavoring to negotiate a treaty with Japan 
whitdi will admit the sugars and other products of that liingdom on 
an equality with the products of the United States, England, etc. I 
ehonld thinlt it would be your policy to oppose the consummation of 
such a treaty by every means in youi' power. The Pacific States of the 
United States are almost entirely dependent upon these Hawaiian 
Islands for their supply of sugars, and the planters here depend on the 
Pacific States just as entirely for a market. This circumstance has 
been instrumental in maintaining American influence here, although 
all the sympathies of the Government are probably English; aud so 
soon as they can find another marketwhich will render them independ- 
ent of the ■ United States, our political and commercial influence on 
the islands will be lost. 

Tou have been here and understand how important in every respect 
these islands are to our couutry; and the fact that a treaty of reciproc- 
ity has just been concluded with them shows conclusively that the 
Piegident and Secretary of State fully realize this importance, aud are 
anxious by securing all their trade to make American infinence pata- 
monnt. Should they secure this treaty wiiii Japan, and thus find an- 
other and possibly better market for their sugars, etc., it will in elfect 
defeat the objects of the treaty Jnst concluded, by diverting the trade 
we wish to secure into another channel, and enable the planters and 
merchants of these islands to sell their sugars to Japan, aud with the 
proceeds buy their goods, as they now do, in an Knglish market, in- 
stead of an American one, as they would naturally if their trade were 
exclusively with the United States. 

At any rate I believe that after so largely subsidizing a line of steam- 
ers to secure the trade of China and Japan, we ought to secure all of it 
if we can; aud if the Japanese want sugars raised in this part of the 
Pacific let them buy them through the merchants of San Francisco, or 
some of our other Pacific ports. This seems lil<e a small aftair, but I 
think our new trsvde growing up with Oltiua and Japan should be jeal- 
ously watched and tbstored, and all other countries hindered if possible 
from injuriously interfering with it in any way. 
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1 hope yoii will concur with me in tlie view I have tatcn of this mat- 
ter, and throw every obstacle yon can in the way of the success of 
Capt. Waterman, the Hawaiian envoy, and request Gen. Stahl and 
our other consuls to do the saine. 

1 have forwarded a copy of this letter to the honorable Secretary of 
State, hoping that he will approve my opinions and communicate with 
you at oiu-e. 

I have tLe honor to be, etc., 

Edwaek M. McOook, 

Ministey Resident. 



Mr. Seivard to Mr. McCooJc. 



Depaetmemt of State, 

Washington, September IS, 1867. 
Edwaud M. McCook, Esq., etc. : 

Sie: Circumstances have transpired here whicli induce a belief tliafc 
a strong interest, based upon a desire for annexation of the 8ar.dwich 
Islands, will be active in opposing a ratification of the reciprocity .treaty. 
It will be iu'gned tliat the reciprocaty will tend to hinder arid defeat an 
early annexation, to wliich tlie people of the Sandwich Islands ai'e sup- 
posed to be now sti'oiigly inclined. Under these circumstances, 1 have, 
llrst, to advise that you remain at Honolulu instead of coming to the 
United States, as you have before proposed. 

Second. You will be governed in all yoar proceedings by a proper 
respect and courtesy to the Uovermncnt and people of the Sandwich 
Ishmds; l)nt it is proper that yim should know, for your own informa- 
tion, that iLlawiiil and i>eaeefi.il annexation of the islands to the United 
Stat^is, with the consent of the people of the Sandwich Islands, is 
deemed desirable by this CKivenimeut; and that if the policy of annex- 
ation should retiiUy conflict with the policy of reciprocity, annexation is 
in livery case to be preferred. 

Tlie hearer of this communication will remain for the present at 
Honolulu, and will conform himself in Ids proceedings there to your 
advice, cooperating with youeoniidentially; and you will exercise your 
own discretion how iar it may be necessary and when to instmct him 
in any of the matters contained in this dispatch. 
1 uni, etc., 

WiLLiAJi H. Seward. 



Mr. Seward to Jfr, McCoolc. 

No. 3C.] Department of State, 

WasMngtoii, October 5, 1867. 
Mr. McCooK, etc. : 

Sir; I have the lioiior to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 5th of August, No. 31. Tlie President is gratified with the in- 
formation that His Majesty the King of the Sand'wich Islands approves 
of the reciprocity treaty, aud that be took measures to call au extra- 
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ordinnry session of the legislatme for the puipose of a forma! ratiflca- 
lion. Since the receipt of your dispatcli we have received a report by 
tlie telegraph from San Francisco that the treaty has heen finally and 
■ fully ratified by the Hawaiian Government. 

I refrain altogether from treating upon the subject of the irritation 
which has been manifested at Honolulu in connection with the visit 
of the Lackawanna- at that port. No conceivable good could result 
from engaging in diplomatic debate upon that subject. 
1 auj, etc., 

William H. Sewaed. 



Mr, Seivard to Mr. Scalding. 

[ConfiilejitiBl,] 

Xo. 42.] Depaetwent of State, 

Washington, July 5, 1868. 
Z. 8. Spalding, Esq., efc. -• 

SiE : Your letter of the 14th of April has been received and carefully 
read. The.informatiou which you give of the excitement which is pre- 
vailing-in Honolulu in regard to the annexation of the Sandwich Islands 
is very interesting. You suggest a system of proceeding here with 
■reference to that object which could not possibly, at the present time, 
obtain tl»e sanction of any department of this Government. 

Without going into an explanation of the causes for the condition of 
national sentiment which temporarily exists, it is enough to say that the 
public attention sensibly continues to be fastened upon the domestic 
questions which have grown out of the late civil war. The public mind 
refuses to dismiss these q^uestions even so fer as to entertain the higher 
bat more remote questions of national extension and aggrandizement. 
The periodical Presidential and Congressional elections are approach- 
ing. Each of the political parties seems to suppose that economy and 
retrenchment will be prevailing considerations in that election and the 
leaders of each party therefore seem to shrink ^m every suggestion 
which may involve any new national enterprise, and especially any for- 
eign one. How long sentiments of this sort may control the proceed- 
ings of the Government is uncertain, but, in the meantime, it will be 
well for you not to allow extravagant expectations of sympathy be- 
tween the United States and the friends of annexation in the islands 
to influence your own conduct. You will continue, however, to write 
me upon the subject freely as you have hitherto done. 
I am, etc., 

William H. Sewaed. 



No. 54.] Lkga'I'ioh of the United States, 

At ffonolulu, August 14, 1868, 
Hon. William H. Seward, 

Secretary of State, Washington, J>. 0.: 
SiE : I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a communica- 
tion addressed by me to the Hawaiian minister of foreign affairs on the 
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29th ultimo. At the saiine time I iaolosed him a copy of the resoliitioii 
of the Coiigress of the United States which acwompiinied. your circular 
of Jauuary 17, 18li7, relative to the coolie trade. 

I deemetl this action called for on my part from the fact that during 
my abseuee a cargo of Japanese coolies arrived at this port ou the 
British ship Scioto, and were diatributed among the planters and other 
parties on the islands under a system of contracts holding them to 
labor for the term of three years. I know nothing of the circumstances 
tinder which these people left Japan, but supposed you are iiilly ud-Yised 
iu the premises through Mr, Vauvalkenbnrg. 

I have been informed that it is in contemplation to send an expedi- 
tion to the South Sea Islands under the auspice of the Hawaiian Gov- 
eniment, or the Hawaiian board of immigration, for the purpose of 
procuring laborers (coolies) from there. Should this reaUy have been 
the design, I hope the communication I have already addressed to His 
Migeaty's Grovernmeiit may lead them to abandon their purpose. If 
any such attempt is persisted in 1 wUl deem it my duty to protest most 
emphatically against it, unless otherwise directed by you. 

As these South Sea Islanders ate without an organized government 
and unable to protfect themselves, any attempt to take them by force 
or fraud from their own country snd reduce them to a state of tempo- 
rary servitude here would, it seems to me, justify such active interfer- 
ence on the part of the Government of the United States as might be 
necessary to prevent the inauguration of a traffic more odious than the 
cooly trade of China. 

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servant, 

Edwaed M. McCook. 



No. 41.] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, July 29, 1868. 

SiE: I have the honor to hiclose yon a copy of a resolution on the 
subject of the cooly trade, which has unanimously passed both Houses 
of the Congress of the United States. 

It is believed that in this matter the resolution referred to correctly in- 
dicates the moral sentiment of the country I have the honor to repre- 
sent; consequently I transmit the inclosed copy for the information 
of your Government, believing that His Majesty, actuated by those 
sentiments of humanity for which he has always been so eminently 
distinguished, will cordially cooperate with the Government of the 
United States iu its endeavor ti> discountenance and discourage a 
traffic so repulsive that it meets with the reprobation of the civilized 
woi'ld. 

"With sentiments of tlie highest consideration and regard, I have the 
honor to be, 

Your very obedient servant, 

Edward M. McOooe. 

His Eicelleiicy Stephen H. Phillips, 

S. S. M. Minister of Foreign Affairs, etc 
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[From the anui 

I am aware tliat npou the qnestion of further extending our posses- 
sions it is apprehended by some that oiir political system can not suc- 
cessfully be applied to an area more extended than oui- continent; biit 
the conviction is rapidly gaining ground in the American mind that, 
with the increased facilitiea forintorcommimication between all portions 
of the earth, the principles of free government, as embraced in our 
Constitution, if faithfully maintained and carried out, would prove of 
sufficient strength and breadth to comprehend within their sphere and 
influence the civilized nations of the world. 

The attention of the Senate and of Congress ie again respectfully in- 
vited to the treaty for the establishment of commercial reciprocity with 
the Hawaiian Kingdom, entered into last year, and already ratified by 
that Government. The attitude of the United States towards these 
islands is not very different from that in which they stand towards 
the West Indies. It is known and felt by the Hawaiian Government 
and people that their Grovemment and institutions are feeble and pre- 
carious; that the United States, being so near a neighbor, would be 
unwilling to see the islands pass under foreign control. Their pros- 
perity is continually disturbed by expectations and alarms of unfriendly 
political pi'oeeedings, as well from the United States as from other for- 
eign powers. A reciprocity treaty, while it could not materially dimin- 
ish the revennes of the United States, would be a guaranty of the good 
will and forbearance of all nations until the people of the islands shall 
of themselves, at no distant day, voluntarily apply for admission into 
the Union. 

Honolulu, April 14, 1869. 

Deae Patheb: The bark Comet sails to-day for San Fraueisco, 
and even thoitgh I have little to make a letter interesting, I will ven- 
ture a few lines. 

Onr latest advices, by the Idaho, seemed to convey the idea that the 
reciprocity treaty was beyond hope, and the effect is beginning to bo 
generally felt and seen. Men who have kept silent for mouths, guard- 
ing their words and actions, have openly expressed themselves of late 
as being in favor of annexation, and begun to talk of forming an or- 
gauiaatiou or party with that end in view. 

What they want is to know that they will be backed up by the 
United States and its representatives here in all proper measures 
taken by them to secure a change in the political sentiment of the 
islands and their annexation at the earliest possible period. 

This means not necessarily a war on the part of the United States, 
but a feeling that they are supported by our Government and its offt- 
cials, even to the continued presence of a man-of-war, if necessary, and 
iTiteiTention should this Government attempt to stop free speech and a 
fi-ee press or put down an American simply because he is an American 
and expresses himself favorably towards the United States. 

Americans whose opinions are entitled to respect claim that they 
have never had from the Government of the United States that coun- 
tenance and support that England and Prance have always extwided 
to their subject here. They say (and I am disposed to think with some 
justice) that while an Englishman or Frenchman, even though holding 
an office under this Grovernment, never forgets his country, Americans 
have been brought up and become more thoroughly Hawaiian than the 
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natives themselves. I know this to be true in regard to some Ameri- 
cans at present holding office under this Government, and from the 
records of some of our ministers, as well as their subsequent careers, 
I am satisfied there has been ground for complaint. No doubt the 
American party has committed mistakes. They had tlie power, and 
ought to have tbught rather than lose it. But coming fiom the mission- 
ary stock, it was contrary to their principles and feelings to resort to 
blows. Besides, some of tbeir best material was drawn off by means 
of royal i^vor aiid the honors and emoluments of office. The "dollar" 
is as powerful here as in more enlightened countries, and Americans 
as apt to forget all else in the accumulation of riches. 

I told you I had no hope for annexation while there was a chance for 
"reciprocity." Events do not change my opinion. On the contrary, 
I feel that the desire for annexation is stronger to-day than it has been 
at any time since my arrival on the islands, simply because the pros- 
pects for the treaty arefelttobe almost hopeless, and theplanters must 
have relief by annexation. 

I have already given you my opinion as to what the missionary or 
American party would do if left to themselves — absolutely nothing. 
In a short time they would be bound hand and foot and powerless to 
resist the machination of the English and French. They are like raw 
troops. "Unless they can feel that they ai'e supported by the "veteran 
hand" of the United States they will run at the first flash of powder or 
sight of blood. But shove them into the fcojit rank and let them feel 
that thcj' are safe and they wUl make as much noise as anybody. 

It is time to decide upon the plan of action. If we want these islands 
immediately, I have no doubt the Laeka/icamm,a emhroglio will furnish 
the i)retext for taking them a laEnglaTid or Prance. K no other good 
has been accomplished by the Lackwwa/ima, she has served to " draw 
out" the ministers into strong expressions against her and our Gov- 
emmeut, and by her presence has kept up the lire of opposition in the 
hearts of Americans and left it easy for our Government to shape its 
future policy. If the TJnlted States should take possession to-morrow, 
on the ground that this Govenunent has felled to respect American in- 
terests and shown its inability to maintain its position as an independ- 
ent govei-umeut, I think it would hardly raise a single remonstrance, 
either here or abroad. TUe feeling of foreigners seems generally to be 
that of astonishment to see the United States "put up" with so much 
from this little Kingdom. 

But if t] te (Joverument is in no particular hurry about the acquisition 
of the islands, and desires to accomplish its ends with as little display 
of force or expenditure of money as iwssible, it might be well to give 
the annexation party a chance to see what tlicy can do. Two years will 
accomplish the change if it can be done at all. To my mind there is a 
better chance for an annexation parity right now than there has been 
since the idea of reciprocity was first steit«fl. The "Hawaiian Club," 
of Boston, write that the treaty is undoubtedly dead, and that although 
they never fevored annexation heretotbre, they do so now. They also 
say that the failure of the treaty is owing to the action of the ministers 
of this Government, Dr. Hutchinson and M. de Varigny, news which 
has raised a great deal of ill-feeling toward this Government and in- 
creased the desu^e for connection with the United States. I take good 
care not to conti'adict the opinion. The truth is that so long as there 
was a chance for receiving the benefits of free trade iritli the United 
Stiites and escaping taxation men who had capital invested here were 
generally opposed to annexation. 
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Tlie missionaries, I tbink, always oi)poscil it, on the ground tliat the 
nations would suffer by the cbangc. But just now all classes, except 
oHioe-holdei'B, are down on tliis Government, and reciprocity liaTing 
failed them, are ready for anytMng that -will give them a change. But 
here let me reiterate ray opinion that our Goveriiiuent must he pre- 
pared to uphold such a party with more favor aud stronger aid than 
haH ever been given before, and be ready, in case of necessity, to as- 
sume the whole work and lluiah it with one stroke. That is to say, we 
should show to this tioverumeut that Americans aud their int^est must 
he respected and the United States regarded equally with the "most 
favored nations," and let our friends see that we will indorse them in 
all lawftxl actions and receive them under the Stars and Stripes when- 
evei- application is uifule in the proper manner. 

I still hold that little or nofchiug can be accomplished at the present 
time by " voluntary " action ou the part of the natives or foreigners, in 
the way of changing the political status of the islands or overthrowing 
the present Government. What may be done in time, by educating the 
people up to the issue, especially where the greater part of the capital 
of the islands is at stake, is another question. There are many good 
men who will come out boldly tor annexation aud strain every nerve 
fer its success if they can be satisfied that the United States -will help 
them through. But they are not willing to throw away the good they 
have for the uncertaiuty of something better. The present King has 
already shown, by his abrogation of the old constitution and forcing 
upon the people an instrument of his own creation, that he will stop at 
nothing within his power. Foreign intervention in favor of annexation 
must of course come from the United States. Will it comei If so, the 
party can be organized. 

The present attitude of this Government towards the Uiuted States 
and the patience witJi which we have borne its slights is " a thorn in 
our sides." .Englishmen ridicule us, while they secretly "chuckle" 
over what tliey consider our loss of influence. I am as willing to " stoop 
to conquer" as anyone, and am willing to wait for our laugh until we 
shall have won. But, with every American on these islands, I hope 
our Government will either give up all idea of ever coming into posses- 
sion of this country or else take meaeures to secure it. That we have 
been outgeneraled in the past is very clear. The reciprocity treaty 
just as completely tied Minister McGook's hands as did the Hawaiian 
jninister of foreign relations bind our commissioner, Mr. Gregg, by 
gettinghimin his debt. Theministersof this Government neverwanted 
"reciprocity" or any other connection with the United States, but 
they entertained the subject to quiet the demand for annexation, in- 
tending to kill it in the end. They have either bamboozled or bought 
up our representatives before Gen, McCook, and he they allowed to 
run wild on reciprocity. 

If (Jen. McCook comes back here with deiinite iustmctionR irom 
Washington to inaugurate and carry out any set policy, he will un- 
doubtedly fuMU his instructions. But if he returns with no other 
orders but to " cultivate ftiendly relations," and is allowed to do that 
after bis ownfashion, you neednotlook for annexation. The American 
party here is composed of men mostly from the New England States. 
That they are gener^ly " radical " follows as a matter of (wurse. So 
representative of the United States, not even Gen. McCook, has ever 
been in communication with them enough to lead them. What Gen. 
McCook's interest in reciprocity was, I need not say ; but everything 
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else had to give way to that one idea, and Americans who did not favor 
it were " d d Eepublieaii Yankees." 

My present position is tax from enviable, t keep as clear of diplo- 
matic questions as possible, and, of course, while the present state of 
affairs rcmaiiis unchanged I keep my lips closed, and while hearing all 
sides give approval to none. I have been particularly careful not to 
commit mystJf, Whenever the future poUcy of our Government in 
relation to these islands is decided upon, if I am kept here in any 
position enabling me take part I can do so without undoing a single act. 

I send you a newspaper, by this mail, giving account, as far as heard 
&om, of the late earthquakes and volcanic eruptions on the island of 
Hawaii, All Siccounts agree that the present has been the most serious 
convulsion ever experient;ed. 

His Majesty, accompanied by his eommissioner and others, left yes- 
terday on the steamer KiUixiea to visit the scene. I was invited to ac- 
company them, but on account of the absence of Gen. MeCook, and 
having several vessels in port, was obliged to decUne the invitation. 
It is reported that His M^esty goes to Hawaii to make an offering to 
Pele (the goddess of volcanoes) to appease her wrath! He is certainly 
superstitious enough to do so, and the fact that his native sorceress 
bore him company would seem to confirm the story. The natives say 
that some high chief is about to die, and that that is the cause of the 
present volcanic convulsions. It is fcirther said that the King fears 
he is the condemned chief, and hence his visit to Hawaii to make his 
oft(iring to the enraged goddess. 

TbBJjaekawmina is still in port, Capt. Eeynolds thinking the action 
of this Government, in refusing to allow his men to have liberty on 
shore at Hilo, sufttcieu,t reason for not returning there. He knows his 
presence here is an eyesore to them^ and as they and he are at swords 
points he proposes to remain in their sight as long as he can. I have 
been assured by one. of His Majesty's ministers that this Government 
has no fault to find with the United States or any man-of-war, but 
that they object to Capt. Eeynolds personally. I give you this infor- 
mation for what it is worth. My own opinion is that both parties are 
in the wrong. 

The legislature opens on Saturday next, notwithstanding the ab- 
sence of the Eing. The King's father will deliver the opening speech 
in native, and the chief justice, Judge Allen, will deliver the same in 
English, There may be some interesting matters before the legislar 
ture during the session, but the main point will be to see how fat the 
present ministry can control it. There will be an effort made to sepa- 
rate the two houses, which, if successful, will be one point for the op- 
position. 

I look for Gen. McCook on the Idaho, due May 4, and will write fully 
by her return. 

With much love, your affectionate son, 

Z. S. Spattlbing. 



Wotes of eonvo'sations, Saturday, September 14, 1869. 

Called on Mr. DeVarigny, the minister' of foreign relations, about 
9:30 a. m., and after some conversation concerning the reciprocity 
ti-eaty, Mr. DeV. asked me when I expected the iftctowawrea to return. 
I replied that I had no definite idea as to the time. 
S. Ex. 77 10 
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Mr, DeV. I do not wish to see the Lackawamia back here. 1 hope 
wheu slie does return she will have orders to leave immediately. 

McO. For what reason t 

DeV. The commander of the ia«fcaH)ttn.Ji«.,Capt.IleyiioIda, is person- 
ally obnoxious 'to this Government. 

McC. Why? 

DeV. Because when a resident of these islands his political senti- 
ments were displeasing to Hia Majesty and his ministry. 

McC. What were those political sentiments? 

DkV. I can not tell; they were very obnoxious. 

McO. Do you wish to estabhsh the principle that, before any Amer- 
ican man-of-war can touch these islands, you have the right to desig- 
nate who shall command her, and what his political principles shall be ? 

Mr. DbV. -We have the same rights with regard to a man-of-war 
which we would have in relation to a diplomatic agent — ^the principle 
is precisely the same, and we have the right to refuse to receive ^e 
one or permit the other to remain in our ports ; and if the Lackawanna 
returns to stop here, we will order her peremptorily to leave; we will 
send her away for the reasons I have mentioned about Capt. Reynolds, 
and for other and more serious reasons — this is our right and we are 
determined ia exercise it. 

McC. I decline discussing this matter any further at present. Tour 
mind appears to be made up, and you saw proper to refer the whole 
matter directly to the Secretary of State of the United States, with- 
out making your communication through the legation, and Mr. Seward 
will no doubt take such action as will be just and proper and I hope 
satisfeiCtory to you. I would suggest, however, at this time, if your 
Government really desires the ratification of the reciprocity treaty, it 
would probably be highly impolitic and imprudent to order away from 
your waters any man-of-war belonging to the United States, just at the 
time when my Government is endeavoring by the most substantial 
proof in their power to show their friendship for the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment. 

About 10 :30 a. m. I called on His Majesty and stated that I desired 
to talk with him unofficially. I repeated the conversation between Mr. 
De Varigny and myself and suggested that, as I intended going to 
Washington sometime during this fall or whiter, it would probably be 
better to take no action in the premises, even should the Lackawanna 
remain, until he heard from me. On my arrival in Washington I would 
lay the whole matter before the Secretary of State and eall his atten- 
tion to the objections of the Hawaiian Government to the presence of 
the Lackawanna 'h&cQ. His Majesty replied that this had better be un- 
derstood before I left. I called his attention to the dispatch of the 
Secretary of State, No. 31, containing renewed assurances of the desire 
of the United States to maintain just and amicable relations with the 
King of the Hawaiian Islands, and also to all my past assurances tiiat 
the Laelcawanna was here on a friendly mission and for no unusual pur- 
pose. I thought that after all these assurances of friendship from all 
the repr^-sentatives of my Government he ought to be satisfied as to 
their feelings. The past conduct of the United States toward the Gov- 
ernment of these islands should be the best assurance that his sover- 
eignty would always be respected in the future as it had been in the 
past. 

His Majesty spoke of newspaper articles in the press of the United 
States, advocating the annexation or a*.quisition of those islands. I 
said that the newspai)ers of a, country did not always represent the 
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sentiments of the government. Editors in the Uniterl States were in 
the habit of publishing pretty muoh what they pleased, without con- 
sulting the wishes of any person. The articles His Majesty referred to 
had, undoubtedly, originated here in Honolulu. They displayed a local 
knowledge of persons and things which no resident of the United 
States would possess. As for acquisition, the United States had never 
yet acquired a foot of teiTitory by conquest. The additions to her 
boundaries had all been made like that of Russian America, by pur- 
chase, and, although I did not speak by authority, yet I had uo doubt 
but that my Government would pay a liberal compensation for the ces- 
sion of any of these islands or all of them. The growing trade of the 
United States on the Pacific made it almost necessary that we should 
have some good naval depot between the Pacific coast and China. 

His Majesty answered that he did not believe that his people would 
ever pennit him to cede any of the four larger islands of the group. I 
said that money was a great power, particularly with a needy popula- 
tion, and with a very small portion of the amount he might receive for 
such a cession he would probably be able to direct the sentiments of 
his people in any channel he desired. He replied that Honolulu and 
Hilo were the only two good ports on the islands; that Hilo might be 
made an excellent harbor by sjwnding some money for a breakwater, 
bat it was on one of the largest islands, and he did not see, on the 
whole, how he could sell part of an island or the best port in it ; he also 
said that it would not be their policy to part with any of the larger 
islands. It might not be objectionable to part with one of the smaller 
ones, bat one of them could be of no value to the United States, because 
they had no harbors at all. 

I thanked His Majesty for the interview, and requested tliat he 
woiild not mention the subject of our conversation .to his miiiistiy or 
any person else, as it would only produce urinecesssiry and undesirable 
comment. He replied that it would not be mentioned by him to any 
person. 

From the irianner of the King during the whole interview, I was led 
to believe that the subject of our conversation was not an unfamiliar 
one. 



No, 180,] Le,gatio^i op thm United States of America, 

Honolulu, Fchruanj 7, 1873. 
Hon. Hamilton Pibh, 

Secrctarp of State, 

^ ashington, J). G. : 

Sir: The new Government here seems well established anil in work- 
ing order, appointments to fill its oflices having given general satis- 
faction to our resident comitryuien. 

The English and Gorman portion of the community, however, com- 
plain that their respective nationalities have not been duly considered 
in the composition of this "cosmopolitan government." 

A strong movement is afoot to induce King Lunalilo to visit Wash- 
ington and endeavor to form a reciprocity treaty with the United States, 
failing to obtain which it is hoped tlie occasion will be availed of for 
entering into negotiations for the aitiiexation of these islands to the 
United States. 

I respectfully suggest that proper instructions and an-atigements be 
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made by United States GovernmeBt for the conveyance of and treat- 
ment of His Majesty as tie guest of the natifln. 

It is proper that I inform you of a remark made to me within a few 
days past by Oapt. Gator, of H. B. M. S. Scout, to the effect that, in 
■view of recent events here, his opinion was that England, France, and 
the TTiiited States should take possession of these islands nnder joint 
"occupancy. I replied that I thought the United States Government 
would not consent to be a party to any such project. 
1 am, sir, etc., 

Hbhry a. Pkircb. 

P. S.— I inclose three copies of the Hawaiian custom-house statis- 
tics for the year 1872. 



No. 190.] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, February 10, 1S73. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. G. : 

SiK: The subject now uppermost in the thoughts of Hawaiian ofli- 
cials, planters, and merchants relates to the measures needed to be 
taken to stop the decline of the Kingdom in its population, revenue, 
agricultural productions, and commerce. The panacea for the cure of 
these eviln, in their opinion, is to be had by eftfecting a reciprocity 
treaty with the United States. This notwithstanding repeated fail- 
ures heretofore in similar attempts to obtain one. Success therein is 
now hoped for by oftering to the United States a quid pro quo, the 
cession of the sovereignty and proprietorship of the spacious, land- 
locked, easily defended harbor or estuary known as Ewa or Peaii Kiver, 
in this island, 10 miles distant from Honolulu, and also to include the 
territory surrounding it, say 10 miles square in all. 

There is a bar at the entrance of the harbor having on it 13 feet of 
water at loy tide, but the depth can be increased to any reasonable ex- 
tent without great expense. 

The harbor is sufficiently spacious for several hundred ships to ride 
in safety. Inclosed herewith is extract from the P. Commercial Ad- 
vertiser, newspaper, of date 8th inst., entitled " lleciprocity," that de- 
velops the views of those urging this project. 

My opinion in regard to probable success of the measure named 
having been solicited by several persons high in authority, but in an 
unofficial manner, I havesaidinreply that in my judgment the United 
States Government would object to acquiring sovereignty over a part 
only of this island. That the consideration offered by the Hawaiian 
Government for a reciprocity treaty with the United States is cer- 
tainly a very generous one, inasmuch as my Government now derives 
in imports ftom these islands, in customs revenue, only about $370,000 
per anntun. Nevertheless, as the proposed measure or treaty would 
allow the Hawaiian Govemmenttocontinueto maintain its sovereignty 
over the other portion of the island of Oahu uot occupied by the 
United States, therefore the latter would not-, probably, seriously en- 
tertain the proposition in the shape presented. Since this conversa- 
tion occflrred I have consulted on the snbject-matter with Bear-Ad- 
miral 'Pennack, who is of the opinion that the United States Govern- 
ment should accept the proposition of the haibor of Pearl fiiver, even 
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ander -the terms and conditions as foreshadowed by the Ha waiiau Gov- 
ernment officials. 

I am expecting to receive ere long some definite proposals in regard 
to the subject-matter. 

The native newspaper, "Kaokoa," opposes the suggestion mooted 
here iu regard to King Lunaleho visiting Washington for the purpose 
of eft'ecting a treaty, and some of the cabinet also oppose it, on ac- 
count of the King's want of self-restraint in the use of intoxicating 
liquors. 

1 am, etc., 

Heney a. Peikcb, 

P, S. — Mail steamer Nevada, left on the 37tli ultimo for San Francisco, 
returned on the 6tli instant to recoal — sailed on 7th instant; vessel 
leaked badly, with machinery and boilers in bad condition. Delay in 
receipt by you of my dispatches (No. 179 to IS'J) by that vessel is to be 
regretted. 

Yours, etc., 

Henry A. Peiece, 



No. 191.] Legation of the UNtrsD States of America, 

Honolulu, February 17, 1873. 
Hon. Hamilton Eish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, D. G. : 

SiE: Annexation of these islands to the United States and a reci- 
procity treaty between the two countries are the two important topics 
of conversation and warm discussion among Government of&cials and 
foreign residents. 

A large majjority of the latter favor the first-named project, while 
the former advocate reciprocity. All are convinced, however, that 
some measure should be talien by the Hawaiian Government to effec- 
tually stay the decline in the prosperity of the conntry, evidenced in 
decreasing exports, revenue, population, whale fishery, and an in- 
crettaing public debt. 

Annexation of the islands to the United States will never, in my 
opinion, be adopted or presented as a Government measure, however 
much the people as a whole may desire it. The glitter of the crown, 
love of power, and emoluments of office have too many attractions to 
prevent it. Should the great interests of the country, however, demand 
that "annexation" shall be attempted, the planters, merchants, and 
foreignei'S getiei'ally will induce the people to overthrow the Govern- 
ment, establish a republic, and then ask the United States for admit- 
tance into its Union. My opinion has recently been frequently asked 
in regard to probable success of the two measures proposed. I have 
said that if annexation or a reciprocity treaty is-propoaed on the part 
Of Hawaii to the United States, that the subject will, in either case, be 
profoundly considered and decided upon. But in view of former non- 
success in attempts to secure reciprocity with the United States, and 
the complications that might inure to both nations if cession of the 
harbor of Pearl Eiver were to be accepted, by the United States as pro- 
posed in the present instance, I thouglit the prott'er of the cession pure 
and simiile of the whole archipelago would have the better chance 
for success as compared with reciprocity under the conditions now 
suggested. 
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Those fevoring tlie former measure think it can be carried if the 
King's consent hereto is first obtained (and endeavors will be made 
to that end), provided the United States will, for and in consideration 
of said cession, pensionoff His Majesty and all the chiefs of royal blood 
■with the aggregate sum per annum of $125,000, and pay off the Ha- 
■Wftiian national debt, now amounting to about $250,000, and bestow 
upon the cause and for the benefit of education, public schools, and the 
nation's hospitals (three of latter in number) the proprietorship and 
revenues of the crowtfand public lauds. The value of said lands is at 
present estimated at about $1,000,000. It includes, however, the pub- 
lic buildings, waterworks, wharf property, fish ponds, etc. The in- 
come of the crown lands, now inuring to the sovereign, amounts to 
about $25,000 per annum. The public, or Government, waterworks, give 
about $15,000 per annum, wharf property about the same, notwith- 
standing the ffee use of them granted to steamship lines. 

Many persons are lukewarm on the subject of annexation to the 
United States solely for the reason that they fear repulse by the United 
States Government. I think the latter should declare its policy and 
objects in regard to this important subject. This nation is bewildered 
and suffering to some degree, not knowing how to shape its own policy 
in connection with its hopes and expectations in regard to the United 
States. 

I inclose herewith an extract from the Commercial Advertiser of 
the 15th inet., headed "Annexation," considered here as intended to 
be a feeler on the subject, 
With great, etc., 

Henbt a. Peibce. 

P. S. — Your dispatches Fos. 78 and 79 are received. Should the 
King Lunalilo conclude to visit Washington, his departure will not 
take place before October next. 



San FeancisCO, Cat.., May 8, 187S. 
Hon. Wm. W. Belknap, 

Secretary of War, . Washington, D. C: 
Sm: In compliance with your confidential instructions of the 24tJi 
June, 1872, we have the honor to state that we have visited the Sand- 
wich Islands and ascertained the defensive capabilities of their diftfer- ' 
': ent porta, examined into their commercial facilities, and collected all 
the information in our power on other subjects in reference to which we 
tfaght to be intbrmed in tlie event of a war with a- powerful maritime 
nation, and .we have now the honor to submit the following 



We left this city on the 30th of December, 1S72, on board the U. S. 
S, Galifiirnia, the flagship ol Eear- Admiral Penuock, U. S. Navy, and 
arrived at Honolulu January 16, 1873. Admii-al Penuock had received 
instructions from our Government to proceed to the Sandwich Islands 
iu his flagship and bring to the United States the late King Kamcha- 
meha VI. 

A few days before sailing, liowever, the news of the death of the 
king was received in Sau Francisco. 
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When we arrived at Honolulu we found a new King, Lunalilo, liad 
been ele<;tedby an almost unanimous vote of the people. He had been 
inaugurated, aitd his (Jovernnient was establislied in an orderly inan- 
ner. At an audience with the King and his ministers, Admiral Pen- 
nock made knowu his instructions ftxjm the Secretary of the Navy, to 
offer a passage to the late King to the United States. 

We were present at this interview and the aimouncement of the gen- 
erous intentions of the- Government of the United States towitrd the 
late King appeared to establish, at once, the best relations between 
the new King and Admiral Peunoek, as also between the members of 
- his Government and ourselves. 

This was fortunate, as it gave us all desirable facilities for accom- 
plishing the objects of our visit; enabled us to converse frankly with 
the King and his ministers upon the subject and to ascertain their feel- 
ings and wishes concerning it, as well as their general policy toward 
the United States. We ascertained from the officers of the U. S. Navy, 
from maps, and from seafaring men that Honolulu is the only good 
commercial harbor in the whole group of the Sandwich Islands. 

There are many other so-called harbors, or places for anchorage, but 
they are mostly open roadsteads, affording shelter only from certain 
winds, and they are aU entirely incapable of being defended by shore 
batteries. Even the harbor of Honolulu itself can not be defended 
from the shore. It is a emaU harbor lying seaward from the land and 
only protected from the sea by outlying coral reefs. 

An enemy could take up his position outside of the entrance to the 
harbor and command the entire anchorage, as well as the town of Hon- 
olulu itself. This harbor would therefore be of no use to us as a har- 
bor of refuge in a war with a powerful maritime nation. 

With one exception there is no harbor on the islands that can be 
made to satisfy all the conditions necessary for a liarbor of refuge in 
time of war. This is the harbor of Ewa or Pciirl Eiver situated on the 
■Island of Oahu, about 7 miles west of Honolulu. 

Pearl Eiver is a fine sheet of deep water extending inland about 6 
miles from its mouthy where it could be completely defeiided by shore 
batteries. The depth of water after passing the bar is ample for any 
vessel. 

Pearl River is not a true river; it partakes more of the character of 
" an estuary. It is divided into three portions called " locks "—the east 
lock, the middle lock, and the west lock, the three together affording 
some 30 milesof water front, with deep water in the channels. Of these 
locks the cast lock ie tliebest, having the most room, the deepest water, 
and presenting the greatest facilities for slioi-e improvements. In the 
middle of this lock there is an island called "Kabbit Island," having 
deep water cJose to its shores and iine anchorage all around it. This 
island is a level coral island, rising only a few teet above high-water 
level. It is destitute of fresh water, but there is a great abundance of 
good water on the adjacent shores, which could be carried to the island 
at small expense. 

From our examinations we are of the opinion that this island and the 
adjacent shore to the north and west of it aftbrd the most advantageous 
location for a naval depot of supplies and equipment in all these waters. 
But there is not sufficient water at present tbr heavy vessels to enter 
this Pearl Kiver harbor. At the entrance to the harbor is a coral reef 
some 250 to 300 yards in width, with a depth of water of only 2 to 3 
fijthoms on the reef at low water. This reef appears to extend around 
the Island, being broken only at the entrance to Honolulu Harbor, and 
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ill fact we are informed tliat a platform of coral reefs fringe most of the 
shores of all the islanda of the Hawaiian group, broken only in few places. 
This coral found at the entrance to Pearl Eiver is "dead;" that is, it is 
not growing, and the reef is therefore not increasing in size. This ridge 
of cx>ral forms a barrier or bar across the entrance to this harbor about 
300 yards wide, measuring perpendicularly to the shore. It is conjpar- 
atively level on the top, from 2 to 3 fathoms of water over it at low tide. 
Ite sides are vertical, or nearly so, the depth of water increasing in a 
few feet to 4 or 5 fathoms. The outer, or sea side, then is found to be 
steeper than the inner, or shore side. At the distance of half a mile out- 
side of the reef there is a depth of 15 fathoms, while at the same distance'' 
inside the reef the depth is only 8 fathoms. 

If this coral barrier were removed Pearl E-iver Harbor would seem 
to have all or nearly all the necessary properties to enable it to be con- 
verted into a good harbor of .refnge. It could be completely defended 
by inexpensive batteries on either or both shores, firing across a nar- 
row channel of entrance. Its waters are deep enough tor the largest 
vessels of war, and its "locks," particularly ai'ound Babbit Island, aie 
spacious enough for a large number of -vessels to ride nt anchor in per- 
fect security against all storms. Its shores are suitable tor building 
proper establishments for sheltering the necessary supplies for a naval 
estabUshment, such as magazines of ammunition, provisions, coral, 
spars, rigging, etc., while the island of Oahu, upon which it is situated, 
could fnmisn fresh provisions, meats, finiits, and vegetables in large 
quantities^ 

Such being the properties of this harbor, and it being the only one 
on these islands possessing all the requisites, except depth of water on 
the bar, the question arises, can the coral reef at its entrance be re- 
moved! H'so, at whiat cost? And again, if it be removed would the 
chaniiel All up, Or would it remain open under the influence of natural 
causes? 

A correct answer to these questions in detail can not be given with- 
out a survey of the entrance to this harbor. Under the supposition 
that fnll information on this subject would become necessary, in ease 
negotiations were entered upon looking to the cession of Pearl Biver 
Harborto the United Slates, we informally requested Admiral Pennock 
to include a detailed survey of the entrance to this harbor in his exam- 
inations and surveys 6f the harbors of these islands. The Admiral 
promised to have such surveys made; when it is received, a detailed 
estimate of the cost of removing the coral barrier can be made. We 
Will state however that Lieut. Col. Alexander crossed this bar several 
times while we were at Honolulu. He did not undertake a survey, but 
he took soundings on and around the reef, and examined its character 
and outline. He found the reef composed mostly of coral in situ, cov- 
ered over in small patches for a few inches in depth with coral saud, 
being fragments of coral and coral rock thrown upon the reef and 
ground to pieces under the action of the waves and tidal currents. It 
Is his opinion that an entrance could easily be cut through this coral 
reef by surfiice blasting and that the fine debris would be washed sea- 
ward under the influence of the currents, while the larger masses could 
be removed by dredging or by divers, the islands furnishing many 
men skilled in such business. 

He flirther gives it as bis opinion, founded on the examinations be 
was able to make, that the amount or coral to be removed to open a 
channel 200 yards iu width, with a depth of 26 feet of water at low tide, 
would be about 250,000 cubic yards, and that it could be removed for 
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$1 per cnbie yard, or for a sum of about $250,000. It sliould be ob- 
served, however, that this is only an approximate estimate of the cost 
of this work. Detailed estimates cotild only be made after accurate 
surveys and ttiorough investigation made for this special purpose. 

As the entrance to Honolulu haibor shows no tendency to fill up, 
and as the entrance to Pearl liiver, if opened, will be almost exactly 
like that of Honolulu, we see no reason at present to fear a filling up 
on the bar after a passage through tlie coral reef at its mouth shall 
have been secured. Upon this point, however, it ^vill be safe to with- 
hold opinions until the character of the bottom just outside the coral 
reef is accurately ascertained. 

If the survey and examination should show a large quantity of coral 
sand there, and if the resulting currents of tlie ebb tide do not remove 
it, it is possible that some of this sand might accumulate in the chan- 
nel of entrance dui'ing storms from seaward. 

In case it should become the policy of the Government of tlie United 
States to obtain the possession of this harbor for naval purposes, juris- 
diction over all the waters of Pearl Eiver with the adjaeent shores to 
the distance of 4 miles from any anchorage should be ceded to the 
United States by the Hawaiian Government. 

This would be necessary in order to enable the Government to de- 
fend its depots and anchorages in time of war by worlis located on its 
own territory. 8uch a cession of jurisdiction would embrace a par- 
allelogram of about 10 by 12 miles, 

It would not be necessary, however, for the Government of the 
United States to own all this land. On the contrary, Eabbit Island 
and a few thousand acres of the shore to the northward and westward 
of it, the limits of which eonld be determined after careful survey, with 
sufflcient land on either side of the entrance of the harbor for fortifica- 
tion puiposea, equal in area to about 1 square mile ou either side, 
would be all the land which it would be necessary for the Government 
to own. All the rest of the land which might be embraced in any 
cession of jurisdiction could remain in the hands of the present owners. 

We remark that the Hawaiian Government is now haviisg a survey 
made of Pearl Hiver and the vicinity. This survey will show the 
nature of the country and the ownership of all abutting lauds. When 
it is completed it will enable us to define distinctly the boundaries of 
the district over which jurisdiction should be ceded, in case our Gov- 
ernment wislies to acquire possession of that harbor. We cau then 
also designate what land the Government would require for naval pur- 
iwses and for fortiftcatiojis at the entrance of the harbor. 

From what we could learn of the feelings of the Hawaiian Govern- 
ment on this subject, we believe it would be possible for the United 
States to obtain such a cession of jiuisdictiou and of land as we have 
indicated should it become the policy of theGt>vemmentto establish a 
naval depot in these islauds. 

The cession of Pearl Eiver and of so much of the surrounding dis- 
trict as might be necessary for its defense, aud the title to all the posi- '■ 
tions which would be occupied by the Government either for naval or 
military purposes, would probably be freely given by the Government 
of these islands as a qtiidpro guo for a reciprocity treaty. 

We remark in this connection that sugar is the principal product of 
these islands, aud that it is mostly exported to-the Paeiiic coast of the 
United States. 

The great object of the Hawaiian Governmeutin seeking a reciprocity 
treaty with the United States lias been, and will probably continue to 
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be, to relieve its sngar-plaaters from tlie operiition of our tariff on that 
article. 

The cession of Pearl Eiver could probably be obtained by the United 
States in consideration of the repeal of the duty on Sandwich Island 
sugar. Indeed, the sugar-planter sare so anxious for a reciprocity 
treaty, or so auxious rather for free trade in sngai- with the United 
States, that many of them openly proclaim themselves in lavor of 
annexation of these islands to the United States. 

The members of the present Government of the Hawaiian Islands 
seem fully alive to the necessity of relieving tiieir Jirineipal industry 
from the heavy burden mider which it now suffers, and no other mode 
of relief seems possible but annexation or reciprocity. 

Neither the Government nor the native people of the islands are, it 
is believed, prepared to consider the question of annexation at tlie pres- 
ent time, even if the United States desired to propose it, but the cession 
of Pearl River harbor as an equivalent tor free trade is freely discussed 
and favorably considered by the Government and people. 

„Itis to be observed that if the United States are ever to have a har- 
bor of reftige and naval station in the Hawaiian Islandsin the event of 
war, the harbor must be prepared in advance by the removal of the 
Pearl Eiver bar. 

"When war has be^n it will be too late to make this harbor available, 
and there is no other sifitable harbor on these islands. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, 
J. M. SCHOFIELD, 
Major- General U. S. Army. 
B. S. AI.EXANDER, 
Lieutenant- Colonel Engineers, Brevet Brigadier-General V. 8. Army. 



No. 241.] Legation of the United States of America. 

Sonolulu, February 11, 1874. 
Hon. Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, J). C: 

SlE: A telegramaddressedtoyou bythislegation, under dateof Feb- 
ruary 7th instant, infomjedyou of the dece^e of King Lnnalilo on the 
3d instant, and that in consequence of his not having nominated a 
successor for the throne, the legislative assembly was called to convene 
on the 12th instant for the purpose of choosing a new sovereign. In- 
closed herewith is a portion of the Hawaiian Gazette of this date, which 
gives the ofBcial correspondence between this Government and the rep- 
resentatives of foreign countries in regard to JJunalilo's death. It also 
contains an obituary notice, entitled " Our Late King," and some other 
interesting matter pertaining to the same general subject. I also iar- 
ward herewith some specimens of the political placards and broadsides 
' with which the town has been inundated during the past few days; and 
which have tended to excite the popular mind to fever heat in regard 
to the succession to the throne. 

Thinking it to be aprndent measure to be prepared against any vio- 
lation of the public peace that may take place tomorrow — on the 
occasion of the election, of a new sovMreign — I liave verbally re(iuested 
Commander Belknap, eomninnding the U, 8. S. Ttiscarora and senior 
naval officer present, the U. S. S. Portsriioiith, Coinmauder Skerritfc^ 
being also in this port, to be prepared to land an armed tbrce, in case it 



d by Google 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. - 155 

were required for the preservation of the peace and protection of life iind 
property. I also addressed to Mm a note suggested by. the Hawaiian 
minister of foreign aflfe,irs, recommending that the crews of the two 
vessels should be tept on board on the day of the national election, 
and for the reasons therein named. Copy of said note, together ^yith 
Commander Belknap's reply, is herewith inclosed, marked No. 3. 

Mr. Wodehouse, British commander, just now callerl at the legation, 
and proposed that in case it became necessary to land an armed force 
from the vessels of war in port, that those belonging to H. B, M, shii) 
Tendos and the United States vessels should be required to act in con- 
cert and unitedly for the preservation of good order and protection of 
life and property while occupying the town of Honolulu. 

In reply I Informed Mr, Wodehouse that in the contingency nainc<l 
the American forces, if landed, would act by request of the Hawaiian 
uthorities, and tor the sole purposes he named; that I felt unwilling 
to trammel myself with plages and understandings, as events might 
Ijossibly arise requiring of me independent action and no time given 
me to consult with him. Therefore I felt compelled to dediue liis pro- 
position. 

To aU this Mr. Wodehouse said, "very well." 
I am, etc., 

HuNRY A. Pierce, 



No. 243.] Legation op the United States op America, 

Hiyaolulu, February 17, 1874. 
Hod. Hamilton Pish, 

Secretary of State, Washington, J). C. : 

Sib : I have now the honor to make report of what has transpired here ^ 
on and since the 12th instant. On that day the legislative as- 
sembly elected the high chief, Hon. David Kalakaua, King of these 
Islands; 39 votes were cast tor him and 6 tor Queen Emma, relict of 
Kamehameha IV. On the 13th instant he was instaUed as sovereign, 
under the name of "Kalakaua" (the word signifying "the day of bat- 
tle") in presence of all the officers of Government, the members of the 
diplomatic and consular corps, naval officers, and many other spec- 
tators. ^ 

On the announcement by the president of the a-ssembly from the bal- 
cony of the court-house at 3 p. m. of 12th instant tliat Kalakaua was 
elected King, the jwpulaee received it with jeers and contempt. 

The members of a committee that had been appointed by the as- 
sembly to wait upon Kalakaua and inform htm of his election, as soon 
as they emerged from the building, were set upon and beaten by a mob. 
The ma-iority of the committee were compelled to return to it, in a 
wounded and sad condition. Therioters therenpon assaulted the court- 
house, broke its windows and sashes, forced in the rear doors, and. 
effected an entrance to the rooms. The ofiQees of the attorney-general, 
of Judge Hartwell and others, were sacked and gutted, and iill their 
books and valuable papers tlirowii into the stteet and destroyed. They 
visited the room of the assembly, broke and destroyed the furniture, 
and assaulted such of the obnoxious members as they tbund within the 
building, viz, 10 or 12 persona in all. 8ome of these, sevei-ely in- 
jured and senseless, were carried off by friends, the others e^icaped. 
The crowd outside continued to increase, and becaine more threatening 



iGoogle 



156 . HAWAHAN ISLANDS. 

and menacinfT' Cries were heard to "tire tlie towD." About 40 police- 
men, selected for the purpose, were on duty duriug the day; but when 
required to make arrests of rioters, toot off their badges of ofBce and 
disappeared among the crowd. The volunteer companies of the militia 
were not called out to assiat in maintaining order, for the reason as I 
was toldj that they could not be depended upon, being divided in politi- 
cal opinions. 

It was at this condition or aspect of affairs that I received requests 
from the King elect and Minister Bishop and tk>vernor Dominie to 
canse an armed force to be landed from the United States vessels of 
war Tusmrora and Pm-tsmouth, then in port. To Commander Belknap, 
of the Tuscdrora, as being the senior United States naval officer pres- 
ent and eyewitness with myself of all the events of the day, I imme- 
diately made tlie request, in conformity with the solicitations of the 
authorities above named. Within the space of ten minutes' time 150 
men and officers, under the respective commands of Commander Bel- 
knap and Commander Sterrett, were landed from their vessels, and 
arrived at the court-house and took possession of the buildiiig and 
"square of ground surroundiDg the same. The greater part of the mob 
instantly dispersed. Some few of the ringleaders who remained were 
arrested on the spot by deputy sheriffs, assisted by our officers and 
men. 

The armed force of 70 men that were lauded from the British cor- 
vette Tenedos did not reach the court-house grounds until sometime 
after our forces had taken possession of the place. I am coofident in 
belief that no request was originally made by the native authorities for 
theassistanceof the English armed force. The executive ofliceraud 
capt,ain of marines of the Tenedos, iii the absence of Capt. Bay, took 
the responsibility of landing them without orders; and they received 
the censure of Capt. Bay for same. 

, The matter has, however, been accepted and sanctioned by the Ha- 
waiian authorities, and a lettetj antedated, sent to the Britisb commis- 
sioner making a request for assistance. 

The United States forces have, since the 12th instant p. m., guarded 
the court-house, armory, treasury, prison, and station-house. The 
British force, after dispersing the crowd of natives that were assem- 
bled on the grounds of Queen Emma, and on making there a few ar- 
rests of ringleaders, then marched to occupy the barracks and to guard 
the palace and its grounds. There they have remained since the 12th 
instant. 

On the night of the 12th instant some two or three shots were dis- 
charged upon the American guard at the court-house and returned by 
the latter. Ifo one received damage therefrom. The town has been in 
a condition of peace and good order ever since then . Fifty-three rioters 
areinprisonawaiting trial. InclosedherewitliarethefoUowingpapers, 

Extracts from the I. Cdnnnercial Advertiser of February 14, 1874, 
giving accounts of tbe doings of the assembly on the 12th instant, the 
particulars of the riot, with other interesting articles contained therein. 

Copy of resolutions unaniinously passed by the assembly on the 14th 
instant, tendering their thanks to the representatives of foreign pow- 
ers and to the officers and crews of the war vessels in port for gener- 
ous assistance given in preserving the peace and order of the King- 
dom on the J2tli day of February, 1874. 

Printed copy of resolutions adopted by the foreign consular corps 
appointing tlie consuls for the German Empire and for France a com- 
- mittee to call upon tlie representatives of the United States and Great 
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Britain, and to convey to them the sincere thanka of the foreign con- 
suls for the promptness and impartiality with which the ships of war 
in port assisted the local authorities in putting an end to the disturb- 
ance on the 12th instant, and praising the conduct of officers and men. 

Copy of a circular of date Febraary 13, 1874, addressed to the lega- 
tion from the Hawaiian department for foreign att'airs, informing of 
the election of David Kalakaua, King of the Hawaiian Islands. Same 
to the same, of date Febrnary 14, 1874, informing that His Majesty the 
King had apEwinted, by the consent of the nobles, under the twenty- 
second article of the constitntion, his brother, Ms royal highness Prince 
Wmiam Litt Tjeleiohoku, to be his successor to the throne alter His 
Majesty's decease. 

Photographic likeness of King Kalakaua, and a biographical notice 
of him. Born November 16, 1836; educated at royal school then in 
charge of American missionaries; married December 19, 1863. Has 
wife and several children living, neither of whom ai'e in the line of the 
succession to the throne. 

Copies addressed by the legation to Commander Belknap, senior 
officer present, commanding the U. S. S. Tuscarara off Honolulu. One 
dated Februaiy 10, 1874, recommending the retention on board on the 
12th instant (the day of election for King) the crews of the Tuscarora and 
Portsmouth. Another dated February 16, 1874, conveying my grateful 
atiknowledgmeuts and thanks to him and Oonuaander Skerrett far 
vabiable, discreet, and efficient services performed by the United States 
forces on the occasion of the riot in this town on the 12th instant, and 
for their subsequent services. In this connection, I beg leave further 
to say that the legation and all American citizens here are under deep 
obligations to Commanders Belknap and Skerrett, their officers and en- 
listed men and marines, composing the forces that were landed on the 
12th instant, for suppressing the riot of that day and for services ren- 
dered since in guarding the public buildings and preserving order. 

The disposition and handling of the force were admirable, and I ob- 
serve that officers and men were disposed to use no more violence while 
suppressing the disturbance than was absolutely necessary to effect 
the object, and their conduct is deserving of commendation for that as 
well as in other respects. 

At midnight of tlie 12th instant I received a note signed by King 
KsJakaua, requesting my presence at the paliico at 7 o'clock the ensu- 
ing morning. On arrivalthere I found presentHisMjijesty, Mr. Bishop, 
minister of foreign aftiairs, Mr. Wodehouse, British commissioner, and 
Mr. Ballieu, French commissioner. 

Mr. Bishop stated that the object of the meeting was to ascertain 
whether the representatives of the United States, Great Britain, and 
France then present, respectively, recognized Kalakaua as sovereign 
of the Hawaiian Kingdom. Each of said representatives replied in the 
affirmative, 

Mr. Bishop then informed us that the King would be swoni into office 
and inaugurated on that day at 11 o'clock a. m,, and he desired our 
presence on the occasion. The ceremony being hastened as to time, on 
account of the critical condition of aftairs, the installation took place 
as arranged. 

At the request of Mr. Bishop, Mr. Wodehouse, and Mr. Ballieu, I 
called the same morning on Queen Emma, and by authority of iny col- 
leagues and in my own capacity as minister resident of the United 
States, a« well as her friend, said to her that each member of the diplo- 
matic corps had acknowledged David Kalakaua as the King of the 



d by Google 



158 HiWAlfAN ISLANDS, 

Hflrwaiiaii Islands and shouJd hereafter recognize him as sucb, and we 
advised lier to do the same, for the interests of herself and people and 

for the preservation of the peace of the Kingdom; that any further op- 
position to the declared will of the assembly, in regard to the saceession 
to the throne, might result in serious diiiBculty to her and her supporters ; 
that we recommended h^r to accept the fact of the legality of Kala- 
kaaa's election as King, and to nrge her people to lifeewise do the same, 
and not to commit any mor** acts of violence or disorder. Queen Emma 
listened to my remarks and advice with great attention and respect. 

The same day, in the afternoon, she publicly addressed her people 
and gave them the counsel I had indicated, and also sent a message to 
the King that she acknowledged him as sovereign of the realm and 
that her people would do the same. The following morning the King 
called in person on her, was favorably received, and amicable relations 
nowexist between thom and the peace of the kingdom seems restored. 

There is a lamentable want of physical , strength in the Government 
to protect itself and foreign residents. The late riot was a natural out- 
growth of the mutiny at the barracks last August and the impunity 
with which the ofl'enders were let off. Tlie weakness of the Govern- 
ment will probably increase, as the military and police force can not be 
relied on' to support the law or to arrest its violation. 
■ Were it not for the serious condition of things emanating from the 
above-named fiicts one would be amusingly reminded by the Hawaiian 
court and GovCTnment, their paiade paraphernalia, etiquette, and di- 
mluutivwiess of the nation and absence of strength, of the court and 
government of Offenbach's Grand Duchess of Geralstine. 

Hereafter a United States vessel of war should always be stationed 
at these islands under a system of reliefs. A time may arrive when 
the United States Government will find it necessary for the interests 
of our nation and its resident citizens here to take possession of this 
country by nulitaiy occupation. 
I am, sir, etc., 

Henry A. Piebce. 



No. 245.] Legation of the United States of Ajiebica, 

Honolulu, February 20, 1874. 
Hon. HAiiiLTOH Fish, 

Secretary of 8taU: 
SiB: Herewith inclosed is copy of the correspondence relating to 
the withdrawal of the United States armed force &om this city. The 
event took .place this morning at 6 o'clock, alter a stay on shore of 
nearly eight days. The conduct of the offtcers and men during the 
whole period has been of a character entirely unexceptionable and de- 
serving of commeudation. 

The British force landed from the Tenedos, about 70 men and officers, 
return on board this forenoon. 

Since order was restored the King has daily invited two or three of 
the oflBcers in charge of our force to dine with him; and all, both offi- 
cers and men, expi ess satisfaction with their treatment while on shore. 
Very rcsjieclfuUy, 

IlENliY A. PlBECE. 
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Mr. Green to Mr, Pierce. 

Department op Foreign Affairs, 

Honohilu, February 21, 1874.. 
SlE ; I am ootnmaQded by His Majjesty the King to thank you in his 
name and in that of His Majesty's Goveniment, and throngh yon 
Commander Belknap and Commander Skerrett, of the IJ. S. S. Tusca- 
rora and Portsmouth, for the promitt and efficient aid rendered to the 
local authorities in suppressing the riot in this city on the 12th instant. 
The events of that day, unfortunate as they may have been, served 
to exhibit the feelings of friendship which exist between the two eoum- 
triea and the certainty with whicli this Government may rely in cases 
of emergency upon the cordial and disinterested coopoi'ation of the 
representatives and ships of the United States, as well as those of Her 
Britannic Majesty. 

I have the honor to be, with great resjiect and high consideration, 
your excellency's, etc., 

W. L. GEiiEH. 
His Excellency Henry A. Pierce, 

Minister licsident of the United States, 



Mr. Pierce to Mr. Fish. 



No. 391.] Legation of the United States, 

Honolulu, October 12, 1874. 
Hon. IlASiiLTON Fish, 

Secretary of State, Waxhinnton, D. C: 
Sir: 

The English and Ereiieh. eomniissioiiers here inform me that they 
are opposed to the act of King Kalakaua's departure out of his King- 
dom, on account of its present political condition. I am, however, of 
the belief that they are not actuated therein by a real regard for the 
welfare of this nation, but by a desire to throw obstacles iu the way of 
and prevent if possible closer relations taking place between Hawaii 
and the United States. 

It is not thought probable that tlie King will extend his tour from the 
United States to England and France. It is reported that his finances 
are iu a low condition. 

Inclosed herewith are two articles, extracted from the Friend news- 
paper, on the subject of reciprocity with the Unitetl States and a*lvo- 
cattng ttie same. 

In view of the beat interests of the United States in tlieh' relations 
with these islands, I take the liberty to express the hope that a liberal 
commercial treaty may soon be inaugurated by the two countii^, 
feeling confident that such act would result to the equal benefit of both 
nations in a pecuniary sense, and moreover be the metins of binding 
this archipelago to the United States by the chains of self-interest, 
never to be severed. 

I am, sii', with great respect, your oliedieut wervant, 

HE^"KY A. Pierce, 
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HAWAIIAN ISLANDS— COMMEECIAL EKCIFEOCITT. 

Co7i.vention between the United States of America and Mis Majesty the 
Kmg of the Hawaiian Islands. 

COJIMEECIAI. EEOIPEOCITY. 

Concluded Januai-y 30, 1875. 

Batificiitioi) iidvised by Senate March 18, 1875. 

Eatificd by President May 31, 1875. 

Eatitied by King April 17, 1875. 

Eatifications exchanged at "Washington Jane 3, 1875. 

Pi'oclaiined June 3, 1875. 

By the President of the Umixbd States of Aiieuica. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas a convention between the United States vi America and 
His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, on the subject of com- 
mercial reciprocity, was concluded and signed by their respective 
plenii»tentiaTieR, at the city of Washington, on the thirtieth day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five, which con- 
vention, as amended bj^ the contracting parties, is word for word as 
follows : 

The United States of America and His Majesty the King of the Ha- 
waiian Islands, equally animated by the desire to strengthen and per- 
jjetuatethe friendlyrelations which have heretofore uniformly existed 
between them, and to consolidate their commercial intercourse, have 
resolved to enter into a convention for commercial reciprocity. For 
this purpose the President of the United States has conferred full pow- 
ers on Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State; and His Majesty the King of 
the Hawaiian Islands has conferred like powers on Honorable Elisha 
H. Allen, chief justice of the supreme eonrt^hancellor of the King- 
dom, member of the privy council of state. His Majesty's envoy ex- 
traordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the United States of 
America, and Honorable Henry A. P. Carter, member of ttie privy 
council of state, His Majesty's special conunissioner to the United 
States of America. 

And the said plenipotentiaries, after having exchanged their full 
powers, which were found to be in due tbrm, have agreed to the follow- 
ing articles : 

Article I. 

For and in consideration of the rights and privileges granted by His 
Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands in the next succeeding ar- 
ticle of this convention, and as an equivalent therefor, the United 
States of America hereby agree to admit all the articles named in the 
following schedule, the same being the growth and manufacture or 
produce of the Hawaiian Islands, into all the ports of the United 
States free of duty. 

SCHEDULE. 

Arrowroot; castor oil; bananaiS, nuts, vegetables, dried and undried, 
preserved and unpreserved; hides and skins undressed; rice; pulu; 
seeds, plants, shrubs or trees; muscovado, brown, .and all other unre- 
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fined 6ugar, meaumg hereby the giades oi' sugar heretofore commonly 
iiupoited fiom the Hawaiian Islands and now known in the markets of 
&an Fiancisco and Portland as "Sandwich Island sugar;" syrups of 
bu^ai cdiie, melado, and molasses; tallow. 

AKTICI.B 11. 

For and in consideration of the rights and privileges granted by the 
United States of Anierica in the preceding article of this convention, 
and as an equivalent therefor, His Mfyesty the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands hereby agrees to admit all the articles named in the following 
schedule, the same being the growth, manufacture, or produce of the 
United States of America, into all the ports of the Hawaiian Islands 
ftoe o£ duty. 

SOHEBULE. 

Agricultural implements; animals; beef, hacon, pork, ham, and all 
fresh, smolced, or preserved meats; boots and shoes; grain, flour, meal, 
and bran, bread and breadstaffs, of all kinds; bricks, lime, and cement; 
butter, cheese, lard, tallow; bullion; coal; cordage, naval stores, m- 
("iudiug tar, pitch, resin, turpentine, raw and rectified ; copper and com- 
position sheathing; nails and bolts; cotton and manufactures of cotton, 
bleached and unbleached, and whether or not colored, stained, painted, 
or printed; eggs; fish and oysters, and all other creatures living in the 
water, and the products thereof; fruits, nuts, and vegetables, green, 
dried or undried, preserved or unpresej^ved ; hardware; hides, tors, 
skins and pelts, dressed or undressed; hoop iron and rivets, nailfi, 
spikes and bolts, tacks, brads or sprigs; ice; iron and steel, and manu- 
factures thereof; leather; lumber and timber of all kinds, round, hewed, 
sawed, and unmanufactured, in whole or in part; doors, SEishes, and 
blinds; machinery of all kinds, engines and parts thereof; oats and 
hay; paper, stationery, and books, and all manufactures of paper or 
of paper and wood ; petroleum and all oils for lubricating or illuminat- 
ing purposes; plants, shrubs, trees, and seeds; rice; sugar, refined or 
unrefined; salt; soap; shocks, staves, and headings; wool and manu- 
factures of wool, other than ready-made clothing; wagons and carts 
for the purposes of agriculture or of drayage; wood and manufactures 
of wood, or of wood and metal, except furniture, either upholstered or 
carved, and carriages; textile manufaetures, made of a combination of 
wool, cotton, silk, or liiien, or of any two or more of them, other than 
when ready-made clothiiig; harness and all manufactures of leather; 
starch; and tobacco, whether in leaf or manufactured. 

Article III. 

The evidence that articles proposed to be admitted into the ports of 
the United States of America, or the ports of the Hawaiian Islands, ftee 
of duty, under the first and second articles of this convention, are the 
growth, manufacture, or produce of the United States of Ameiica or ■ 
of the Hawaiian Islands, respectively, shall be established under such 
rules and regulations and conditions for the protection of the revenue 
as the two Governments may from time to time respectively prescribe. 
S. Es. 77 11 



y Google 



163 HAWAIiAN ISLANDS. 

Aeticlb TV. 

No export duty or cliarges shall be imposed in the Hawaiian Islands, 
or in the United States, upon any of the articles proposed to be admit- 
ted into the ports of the Umted States or the ports of the Hawaiian 
Islands free of duty under the first and second articles of this conven- 
tion. It is agreed, on the part of His Ha,walian Majjesty, that, so long 
as this treaty shall remain in force, he will not lease or otherwise dis- 
pose of or create any lien upon any port, harbor, or other territory in 
his dominions, or grant any special privilege or rights of use therein, 
to any other power, state, or government, nor make any treaty by 
whitih any other nation shall obtain the same privileges, relative to the 
admission of any articles free of duty, hereby secured to the United 
States. 

Article T. 

The present convention shall take effect as soon as it shall liave been 
approved and proclaimed by His Miiiesty the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands, and shall liave been ratified and duly proclaimed on the part of 
the Government of the United States, but not until a law to carry it 
into operation shall have been passed by the Congress of the United 
States of America.. Such assent having been given, and the ratifica- 
tions of the convention having been exchanged as provided in Article 
Ti, the convention shall remain in force for seven years from the date 
at which it may come into operation; alid further, until the expiration 
of twelvemonths after either -of the liiglucontracting parties shall give 
notice to the other of its wish to terminate the same, each of the high 
contracting parties being at liberty to give such notice to the other at 
the fend of the said term of seven years, or at any time thereafter. 

Article ¥I. 

The present convention shall be duly ratified, and the ratifications 
exchanged at Washington City, witliin eighteen months from the date 
hereof, or earlier if possible. 

In faith whereof ttie respective plenipotentiaries of the high contraet- 
ing parties have signed this present convention, and have affixed thereto 
their respective seals. 

Done in daplicate, at Washington, the thirtieth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-five. 

[seal.] Hamilton Fish. 

fSBAL.] Elisha H. Allen. 

Heney a. p. Oartee. 

And whereas the said convention, as amended, has been duly ratified 
on both parts, and the respective ratifications were exchanged in this 
city on this day: 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Ulysses S. Grant, President of 
the United States of America, have caused the said convention to he 
made public, to the end that the same, and every clause and article 
thereof, may be observed and fttlflUed with good feith by the United 
States and the citizens thereof. 

In witness whereof 1 have hereunto set my hand, and caused the seal 
of the United States to be affixed. 
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Done at the city of Washington this third day of June, in the year of 
our Lord one thonsand eight hundred and seventy-five, 
[SEAL.] and of the Independence of the United States the ninety- 
ninth. 

tr. S. Geant. 
By the President: 

Hamilton Fish, 

Secretary of State, 



1S76. 



( of a confermce between the Acting Seeretarp of State of the 
United States a/nd the ent>oy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of His Majesty the King of the Ha/waiian Islands, held at Washington 
on the nin.th day of September, 1876. 

Whereas it is provided by Article V of the convention between the 
United States of America and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian 
Islands concerning conrnieccial reciiiroeity, signed at WasMugton on the 
30th day of January, 1875, as follows: 

"Article V, The present convention shall take effect as soon as it shall 
have been approved and proclaimed by His Majesty the King of the 
Hawaiian Islands, and shall have been ratified and duly proclairaed on 
the part of the GJoverntneut of the United States, but not until the law 
to carry it into operation shall liave been passed by the Congress of the 
United States of Imerica, suiih assent having been given, and the rati- 
fications of the convention having been exchaaged as provided iu Article 
VI, the convention sliall remain in force for seven years from the date 
at wliich it may come into operation; and ftirther, until the e:spiration 
of twelve months after either of the high contracting parties shall give 
notice to the other of its wish to terminate the same, each of the high 
contracting parties being at liberty to give such notice to tlie other at 
the end of the said term of seven years, or at any time thereafter," 

And whereas the said convention has been approved and proclaimed 
by His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands and has been ratified 
and duly proclaimed on the part of the Government of theUnited States; 

And whereas an act was passed by the Senate and House of Kepre 
sentatives of the United States of America in Congress Eissembled enti- 
tled "An act to carry into effect a convention between the United States, 
of America and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, signed 
on the thirtieth day of January, eighteen hundred and seventy-five," 
which was approved on the loth day of August in the year 1876; 

And whereas an act was passed by the Legislative Assembly of the 
Hawaiian Islands entitled "An act to carry into effect a Convention 
between His Majesty the King and the United States of America, 
signed at Washington on the 30th day of January, 1S75," which was 
duly approved on the 18th day of July, in the year 1876; 

And whereas the ratifications of the said Convention have been ex- 
changed as provided in Article VI. 

The undersigned, William Hunter, Acting Secretary of State of the 
United States of America, and the Honorable Blisha H. AUen, Chief 
justice of the Supreme Court, Chancellor of the Kingdom, Member of 
the Privy Council of State, and His Maijesty's Envoy Extraordinary and 
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Minister Plenipoteutiary to the UQited States o/ America, duly authOT- 
Ized for thia purpose by theiv respective tJovernments, have met to- 
gether St Washington, and having found the said convention has been 
approve<l and proclaimed by His Majesty the Ring of the Hawaiian Is- 
lands aud has been ratified and duly proclaimed on the part of the Gov- 
ernment of the ITtdted States, and that the laws required to cany the 
said Treaty into operation have been passed by the Oongressof the' 
United Sfcites of America on the one part and by the legislative Assem- 
bly of the Hawaiian Islands on the other, heleby declare that the Con- 
vention aforesaid concluded between the Unite^l Stjites of America and 
His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands on the 30th day of Janu- 
ary, 1875, will take effect on the date hereof. 

In witness whereof the undersigned have signed this protocol and 
have hereunto affixed their seals. 

Done in duplicate, at Washington, this ninth day of September, one 
thousand eight hundi'ed and seventy -six. 

[SEAL.] W. HiTNTEB. 

[SEAL ] . ElISHA H. ALLEN. 



Mr. Mvarts to Mr. Comly. 

Xo, 81.1 Depaetmbht of Stai-e, 

""'""'-■""(ow, November 13, 1880. 



SiE : Your No. 117 of the 5th of July last, in relerence to the appeal 
of the Hawaiian Evangelical Association for the moral influence of this 
Government to support the enforcement of the prohibitory liquor ordi- 
nance of Chief Lebon of the Ealik Islands, has had favorable considera- 
tion. The wise enactment of that chief requires no argument to justify 
the earnest support of all governments having intercourse with the 
islands, and this Government in particular is desirous of seeing its com- 
plete and impartial enforcement, inasmuch as one of the reported oUend- 
ers is unfortunately said to be an American citizen. In view of the 
absence of a national representative in the Ealik group, and consider- 
ing also the alleged coparceny of the German consular officer in the 
traffic which it is so properly sought to restrain, it has been thought that 
a -double result might be reached by informing the German (iovem- 
ment of our adhesion to Chief Lebon's edict, and requesting its good 
offices, through theagency at Jaluit and the superior consulate at Apia, 
to aid iu the impartial and complete enforcement of the law. 

While considerations of trade would hardly serve alone to warrant 
the establishment of a consular station of the United States in the 
Eaiiks, it is thought that the moral benefit which would flow from our 
proper representation in that quarter would justify the steps, if a proper 
person could be found to accept the position of consular agent under 
the consulate at Apia. It is regarded as best that the office should 
pertain to the Samoaii scheme for more harmonious correlation with the 
British and German systems of consular supervision in the Pacific. 

Tour own good offices in the direction of making such an appoint- 
ment are desu'ed, to the extent of inquiring of the Eev. Mr. Bingham, 
who addresseti you on the Ealik question, whether he knows of any 
capable Amerit^n citizen in the Eaiiks who would accept the post 
without salary. Possibly the Mr. J. L. Young who wrote to Mr. Bing- 
ham fl-om Jaluit, would be a suitable person, and if he should prove to 
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be a resident missionary at tLat place, no better recommendation would 
be desired. 

Mr. Dawson, the consul at Apia, has been instructed in the sense of 
this dispatch. 

I am, etc., 

Wm. M. Evarts. 



Mr. Blaine to Mi: Comly. 

[CoiifiJential.) 

Depaetjieht of State, 

Washington, December 1, 1881. 
James M. Oomlt, Esq., Honolulu: 

Sut; In my formal instruction of this date I hare reviewed the gen- 
eral question of the relationship between the United States and the 
Hawaiia,n Islands, and the position of the latter, both as an integral part 
of the American system and as the key to the commerce of the North 
Pacific. As that instruction was written for communication to the 
Hawaiian secretary of state, I touched but lightly on the essential ques- 
tion of the gradual and seemingly inevitable decadence and extinction 
of the native race and its replacement by another, to which the powers 
of Government would necessarily descend. 

A single glance at the census returns of Hawaii for half a generation 
past exhibits this alarming diminution of the indigenous element, 
amounting to 1^ per cent per annum of tlie population. Meanwhile 
the industrial and productive development of Hawaii is on the increase, 
and the native classes, never sufficiently numerous to develop the full 
resources of the islands, have been supplemented by an adventitious 
labor element, from China mainly, until the rice and sugar fields are 
largely tilled by aliens. The worst of this state of things is that it 
must inevitably keep on in Increasing ratio, the native classes growing 
smaller, the insular prodnetion larger, and the immigration to supply 
the want of labor greater every year. 

I have shown in a previous instruction how entirely Hawaii is a part 
of the productive and commercial system of the American States. So 
far as the staple growths and imports of the islands go, the reciprocity 
treaty makes them practically members of an American zollvereln, an 
outlying district of the State of Calitbrnia. So far as political structure 
and independence of action are concerned, Hawaii is as remote from 
our control as China. This contradiction Is only explicable by a-ssum- 
Ing what Is the fact, that thirty years ago, having the choice between 
material annexation and commercial assimilation of the islands, the 
United States chose the less responsible alternative. The soundness of 
the choice, however, entirely depends on the perpetuity of the rule of 
the native race as an independent government, and that imperiled, the 
whole framework of our relations to Hawaii is changed, if not destroyed. 

The decline of the native Hawaiian element in the presence of newer 
and sturdier growths must be accepted as an inevitable fact, in view of 
the teachings of ethnological history. And as retrogression in the 
development of the Islands cannot be admitted without serious detri- 
ment to American interests in the Soi-th Pacific, the problem of a re- 
plenishment of the vital forces of Hawaii presents itself ibr intelligent 
solution in an American sense — not in an Asiatic or a British sense. 

There is little doubt that were the Hawaiian Islands, by annexation 
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or district protection, a part of the territory of tlie Union, their fertile 
resources for the growth of rice and sugar would not only be controlled 
by American capital, but Bo profitable a field of labor would attract 
intelligent workers thither from the United States. 

A purely American form of colonization in such a case would meet 
all the phaaes of the problem. Withiu our borders could be found the 
capital, the intelligence, the activity, and the necessary labor trained 
In the rice swamps and cane fields of the Soutbem States, and it may 
be well to consider how, even in the chosen alternative of maintaining 
Hawaiian independence, these prosperous elements could be induced 
to go from our shores to the islands, not like the coolies, practically 
enslaved, not as human machines, but as thinking, intelligent, working 
factors in the advancement of the material interests of the islands. 

I desire, therefore, that you will give this subject due attention. An 
examination and report will be valuable if showing the proportion of 
occupied rice and sugar lands to the unoccupied and undeveloped ter- 
ritory, the capacities of production, the peculiarities of climate, the 
wages of labor, and the cost of living. It will also be well for you in 
conversation with the leading men of Hawaii to turn their thoughts 
discreetly in the direction of inviting American colonization there. A 
Hawaiian homestead act for the benefit of actual American settlers, 
with remission of taxation during the time necessary to establish new 
plantations on a paying basis, might be in turn supplemented in the 
United States by voluntarily organized emigration schemes and co- 
operative aid to bona fide settlers. Throughout the continent, north 
and south, wherever a foothold is found for American enterprise, it is 
quickly occupied, and this spirit of adventure, which seeks its outlet in 
the mines of South America and the railroads of Mexico, would not be 
slow to avail itself of openings for assured and profitable enterprise 
even in mid-ocean. 

Comiiiendiuff this aspect of the subject to your earnest and immediate 
attention, 

I am, etc., 

James G. Blaimb. 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

Smplementary convention between the United States of America and 
His Majesty the King of the Smeaiian Islands, to limit the dm-atton of 
the convention rejecting comiMTcial reciprocity concluded January 30, 

1875. 

Concluded December 6, 3884; ratification advised by Senate January 
30, 1887; ratified by President November 7, 1887; ratified by King Oc- 
tober SO, 1887; ratifications exchanged at Washington Wovember 9, 1887; 
proelaimed November 9, 1887. 

BY THE PEESIDENT OP THE UNITED STATES OF AUTEEICA. 

A PKOOLAMATIOK. 

Whereas a convention between the United States of America and 
the Kingdom of the Hawaiian Islands, for the purpose of definitely 
limiting the duration of the convention concerning commercial reciproc- 
ity concluded between the same high contracting parties on the 
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tbirtietli day of January, 1875, was coccluded and signed tytlieir re- 
spective plenipotentiaries at the city of Washington, on the sixth day 
of December, in the year of oiir Lord 1884, which convention, as 
amended by the Senate of the United States and being in the EngKsh 
language, is word for word ob follows: 

Supplementary convention to limit the duration of the convention 
respecting commercial reciprocity between the United States of America 
and the Hawaiian Kingdom, concluded January 30, 1875. 

Whereas a convention was concluded between the United States 
of America and His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, on 
the thirtieth day of January, 1875, concerning commercial reciprocity, 
which by the fifth article thereof was to continue in force for seven 
years from the date after it was to come into operation, and further, 
until the expiration of twelve months after either of the high con- 
tracting parties should give notice to the other of its wish to termi- 
nate the same; and 

Whereas the high contracting parties consider that the increase 
and consolidation of their mutual commercial interests would be better 
promoted by the definite limitation of the duration of the said conven- 
tion: 

Therefore, the President of the United States of America and His 
Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands have appointed: 

The President of the United States of America, Frederick T. Pre- 
linghuysen, Secretary of State; and 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, Henry A. P. Garter, 
accredited to the Government of the United States, as His Majesty's 
envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiaiy; 

Who, having exchanged their respective powers, which were found 
sufficient and in due form, have agreed upon the following articles: 

Article I. 

The high contracting parties agree, that the time fixed for the dura- 
tion of the said convention, shall be definitely extended for a term of 
seven years from the date of the exchange of ratifications hereof, and 
further, untQ the expiration of twelve months after either of the high 
contracting parties shall give notice to the other of its wish to termi- 
nate the same, each of the high contracting parties being at liberty to 
give such notice to the other at the end of the said term of seven years 
or at any time thereafter. 

Aeticlb II. 

His Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands grants to the Gov- 
ernment of the United States the exclusive right to enter the harbor 
of Pearl Eiver, in the island of Oahu, and to establish and maintain 
there a coaling and repair station for the use of vessels of the United 
States, and to that end the United States may improve the entrance 
to said harbor and do all other things needful to the purpose aforesaid. 

Article III. 

The present convention shall be ratified and the ratifications ex- 
changed at Washington as soon as possible. 
In witness whereof the respective plenipo'^entiaries have signed the 
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present convention in duplicate, and have hereunto affixed their re- 
spective seals. 

Done at the city of Washington the 6th day of December, in the 
year of our Lord 1884. 

Feede. T. Feelikghittsen. [l. s.l 
Henet a. p. Oaetee. [l. s.] 

And ■whereas the said convention, as amended, has been duly rati- 
fied on both parts, and the respective ratifications of the same have 
been exchanged. 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, Grover Cleveland, President of 
the United States of America, have caused the said convention to be 
made -public to the end that the eame and every article and clause 
thereof, as amended, may be observed and fulfilled with good faith 
by the United States and the citizens thereof. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this ninth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States the one hundred and 
[seal.] twelfth. 

Gkotbr Cleveland. 
By the President: 
T. F. Bayaed, 

Secretary oj State. 



Parcels Post Convention between the United States of America and the 
Hawaiian Kingdom. 

For the purpose of making better postal arrangements between the 
United States of America and the Hawaiian , Kingdom, the under- 
signed, Don M. Dickinson, Postmaster-General of the United States 
of America, and H. A. P. Carter, finvoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Hawaiian lOngdom at Washington, by virtue 
of authority vested in them by law, have agreed upon the following 
articles for the establishment of a parcels post system of exchanges 
between the two countries. 

Aeticle I. 

Theprovisiousof this convention relate only to parcels of mail matter 
to be exchanged by the system herein provided for, and do not aft'eet 
the arrangements now existing under the Universal Postal Union Con- 
Tention, which will continue as heretofore; and all the agreements 
hereinafter contained apply esclneively to mails exchanged under these 
articles, directly between the office of San Francisco, m the State of 
California, and such other offlces within the United States as may be 
hereafter designated by the Postmaster-General of the United States, 
and the office of Honolulu, in the island of Oahu, and such other offlces 
within the Hawaiian Islands as maybehereafter designated by the post- 
master-general of the Hawaiian Kingdom ; such matter to be admitted 
to the mails under these articles as shall be sent through such exchange 
offlces from any place in either country to any place in the other. 
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Article II. 

1. There sTiall "be admitted to the mails exchanged tnider this con- 
vention, articles of merchandise and mail matter, except letters, post 
cards, and written matter, of all kinds, that are admitted under any 
conditions to the domestic mails of the country of origin, except that 
no packet mast exceed 5 kilograms or 11 pounds in weight, nor the 
following dimensions: Greatest length, three feet six inches; greatest 
length and girth combined, six feet; and must be so wrapped or in- 
closed as to permit their contents to be easily examined by poetmas- 
ters and customs officers; and except that the following articles are 
prohibited : 

Publications which violate the copyright laws of the country of des- 
tination; poisons, and explosive or in:flammable substances; fatty 
substances, liquids, and those which easily liquefy, confections and 
pastes; live or dead animals, except dead insects and reptiles when 
thoroughly dried; fruits and vegetables, and sabstanees which exliale 
a bad odor; lottwy tickets, lottery advertisemeuts, or lottery circulars; 
all obscene or immoral articles ; articles which may in any way damage 
or destroy the mails, or injure the persons handling them; also opium. 

2. All admissible articles of merchandise mailed in one country for 
the other, or received in one country from the othei', shall be free from 
any detention or inspection whatever, except such as is required for 
collection of customs duties, and shall be forwarded by the most speedy 
means to their destination, being subject in their transmission to the 
laws and regulations of each country respectively. 

AllTICLE III. 

1. A letter or commanication of the mature of personal correspond- 
ence must not accompany, be written on, or enclosed with any parcel, 

2. If such be found, the letter will be placed in the mails if separable, 
and if inseparably attached, the whole package will be rejected. If, 
however^ any such should inadvertently be forwarded, the country of 
destination will collect double rates of postage according to the Uni- 
versal Postal Union Convention. 

3. No parcel may contain parcels intended for delivery at an address 
other than the one borne by the parcel itself. If such enclosed parcels 
be detected, they must be sent forward singly, eharge^l with new and 
distinct pa_rcel post rates. 

Article IV. 

1. The following rates of postage shall in all cases be required to be 
fully prepaid with postage stamps of the country of origin, viz: 

2. For a parcel not exceeding tour hundred and sixty grams or one 
pound in weight, tweKe cents; and for each additional four hundred 
and sixty grams or one pound, or fraction thereof, twelve cents. 

3. The packages shall be promptly delivered to addresses at the iwst- 
offices of address in the country of destination, free of charge for post- 
age; but the country of destination may at its option, levy and collect 
from the addressee for interior service and delivery a charge not ex- 
ceeding five cents ou each single parcel of whatever weight; and if the 
weight exceeds four hundred and sixty grams or one pound, a charge 
equal to one cent for each one hundred and fifteen grams or four ounces, 
of weight, or fraction t' 
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Article V. 

1. The sender will, at tlie time of mailing the package, r 
ceipt of mailing from the post-oflce where the package is mailed on a 
form like Model I annexed hereto. 

2. The sender of a package may have the same registered by paying 
the registration fee required for registered articles in the country of 
origin. 

3. An acknowledgment of the delivery of a registered article shall 
be retured to the sender when requested, but either country may re- 
quire of the sender prepayment of a fee therefor not exceeding five 
cents. 

4. The addressees of registered articles shall be advised of the aiTi- 
val of a package addressed to them, by a notice from the post offlce of 
destination, 

Aeticle YI. 

1. The sender of each package shall make a customs declaration, 
pasted upon or attached to the package, upon a special form provided 
for the purpose (see Model 2 annexed hereto) giving a general descrip- 
tion of the parcel, an accurate statement of the contents and value, 
date of mailing, and the sender's signature and place of residence, and . 
place of address. 

2. The packages in question shall be snbject in the country of desti- 
nation t« all customs duties and all customs regulations in force in that 
country for the protection of its customs revenues; and the customs 
duties properly chargeable thereon shall be collected on delivery, in 
accordance with the customs regulations of the country of destination. 

aeticlb vn. 

Each country shall retain to its own use the whole of the postages, 
registration, and delivery fees it collects on said packages; conse- 
quently, this convention will give rise to no separate accounts between 
the two countries, 

Akticle VIII, 

1. The packages shall beconsideredasacomponent part of the mails 
exchanged direct between the United States of America and the 
Hawaiian Kingdom, to be despatched by the country of origin to the 
other at its cost and by anch means as it provides, in boxes prepared 
expressly for the purpose, or ordinary mail sacks, to be marked " Par- 
cels post," and to be securely sealed with was or otherwise, as may be 
mutually provided by regulations hereunder. 

2, Each country shall return to the despatching office by next mail 
all bags, boxes, or sacks used in the exchange of parcels. 

3, Although articles admitted under this convention will be trans- 
mitted as aforesaid between the exchange offices, they should be~so 
carefally packed as to be safely transmitted in the open mails of either 
country, both in going to the exchange office in. the country of origin 
and to the office of address in the country of destination. 

4. Each despatch of a parcel post mail must be accompanied by a 
descriptive list in duplicate of all the packages sent, showing dis- 
tinctly the list number of each parcel, the name of the sender, the 
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naine of the addressee, with address of destination, and must be en- 
closed in one of the boxes or sacks of such despatch under the form 
of Model 3, annexed hereto. 

Aeticle IX. 

Exchanges of mails under this convention from any place' in either 
country to any place in the other shall be eifected through the post- 
offices of both countries already designated as exchange post-offices, 
or through such others as maybe hereafter agreed upon, under such 
regulations relative to the details of the exchanges, as may be mutually 
determined to be essential to the security and expedition of the mails 
and the protection of the customs revenues. 

Article X. 

1. As soon as the mail shall have reached the exchange ofBce of 

destination that office shall check the contents of the mails. 

2. In the event of the parcel bill not having been received a sub- 
stitute should at once be prepared. 

3. Any errors in the entries on the parcel bill which may be dis- 
covered shall, after verification by a second officer, be coiTeeted and 
noted for report to the despatching office on a form, "verification 

. certificate," which shall be sent in the speciEil envelope. 

4. If a parcel advised on the bill be not received, after the non-receipt 
has been verified by a second officer, the entry on the bill should be 
canceled and the fact reported at once. 

5. Should a parcel be received in a damaged or imperfect condition 
full particulars shall be reported on the same form. 

6. If no verification certificate or note of error be received a parcel 
mail shall be considered as duly delivered, having been found on ex- 
amination correct in all respects. 

Article XI. 

If a package can not be delivered as addressed, or is refused, the 
sender will be communicated with through the central administration 
of the office of destination as to the manner in which he desires the 
package to be disposed of, and if no reply is received from him within 
a period of three months from tbe date of the notice, the package may 
be sold for the benefit of whom it may concern. 

An order for redirection or reforwarding must be accompanied by the 
amount due for postage necessary for the return of the article U) the 
office of origin, at the ordinary parcel rates. 

, Wheu the contents of a pai'cel which can not be delivered are liable 
to deterioration or corruption, they may be destroyed at once, if ne<;e8- 
sary, or if expedient, sold, without previous notice or judicial formality, 
for the benefit of the right person, the particulars of each sale being 
noticed by one post-office to the other. 

Article XII. 

The Post-Office Department of either of the contracting countries 
will not be responsible for the loss or damage of any package, and no 
indemnity can consequently be claimed by the sender or addressee in 
either country. 



d by Google 



3.72 HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

The Postmaster-General of the tTnited States of America and the 
postmaster- general of the Hawaiian Kingdom shall have authority to 
jointly make such furthei' regulations of order and detail as may be 
found necessary to carry out the present convention from time to time; 
and may by agreement prescribe conditions for the admission to the 
mails of any of the articles prohibited by Article II of this convention 

Article XIV, 

This Convention shall be ratified by the contracting countries in 
accordance with their respective laws, and its ratifications shall be ex- 
changed at the City of "Washington as early as possible. Once ratified, 
and its ratificatioos exchanged, it shall take effect, and operations 
thereunder shall begin on the 1st day of March, 1889, and shall con- 
tiniie in force until terminated by mutual agreement, but may be 
annulled at the desire of either Department upon six months previous 
notice given to the other. 

Done in duplicate, and signed at Washington the 19th day of De- 
cember, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-eight. 

[SEAL.] . Don M. Dickinson, 

Postmaster- General of the United States of America. 

[SEAL.] H. A. P. Caeter, 

Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 

of the Mawaiiam Kingdom. 

The foregoing Parcels Post Convention between the United States 
of America and the Hawaiian Kingdom has been negotiated and 
concluded with my advice and consent, and is hereby approved and 
ratified. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the Great Seal of the United 
States to be hereunto affixed. 

[SEAL.] ■ Geovbr Cleveland. 

By the President: 

T. F. Bayabb, 
Secretary of State, 

Washington, D. C., January 29, 1889. 

The foregoing Parcels Post Convention between the Hawaiian 
Kingdom and the United States of America has been negotiated and 
concluded with my advic« and consent, and is hereby approved and 
ratified. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the Great Seal of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom to be hereunto affixed. 

[SEAL.] EALAKAUA, KES. 

By the King: 

JoHA. Austin, 
Minister of Foreign Affatra- 

HOKOLDLU, Jamuary 10, 1889. 



d by Google 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 
FOKM No. 1, 
Parcel post. 



A patiifll ailJreased ae under lias Liepu iioated liere tliia claj. 










stamp. 
















Xhla certilicflte isV^eii to Inform tbe sender <if tlie poatinic o/ a parcel, and docs not indicate 
tliat any lialiiUly in respect ofauch vareel attacliea to tTie Postmaster Geueral. 



Form No. 2. 
Farad post belweea the Uiiitc-i Slalen and Hawaii. 



Date of posting 18.. ; signature and address of sender J " 

Bfror nae oi poat^office only, anil to be flUed up at the office of exchange. 
PKcelKiUNo i No. of rates prepaid ; Entry Ho 



Description of 

^t^'b^*f 
haakct, bag, 


Contents. 


TaJue. 


Percent. 


Total 
chargee. 




TotaL 


$ 




* 
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FOEM No. 3. 



Parcels from the United Stales for SatBaii. thoHnw: 



Bin No , dated 18..; bj"S.H.., 



When 



re a for 



luffiuiont if tlie aDdenuentionod pamluiilaR 

bj the mail ' Total reeigM of maU 

reeoplades ' Dctlnct weight of roeeiitatles . . . 



" Tutal numbei' of paruels f 



forming the mail 

KuatureofdlapfttchiugoffleeratthcUnitct 
States post.office 









Mr. Merrill to Mr. Blaine. 

No. 255.] Legation of the United States, 

Sonolulu, Awgmt 1, 1889. 

SBs: I have the honor to inclose a very ftiU account, ftom the 
" Bulietiii" of Honohiiu, of an attempt made on the 30th ultimo, by 
about 100 half-castes and natives, under the leadership of Bobert W, 
Wilcox and Bobert Boyd, two half-cast« Hawaiians, to overthrow the 
present Government of Hawaii and depose the King, 

This is supposed to be their purpose, although their exact intention 
is not yet fully known. 

About 6 o'clock a. m. a message from the King informed me that an 
armed party, led by Mr. Wilcox, was in posisession of the palace 
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grounds, and soon thereafter it was learned tbat msurgents were in 
charge of tte buUding containing the Government ofBces. 

As soon as possible I had communication with Commander Wood- 
ward of the U. S. S. Adams, and at once all necessary preparations 
were made to land a force, if found necessary for protection of the 
people and property interests. 

Soon thereafter I met His Majesty's minister of foreign affairs, who 
informed me that a cabinet cotmeil would be iield forthwith. 

Soon after the news of the afl'airbecame generally known, the British, 
Portuguese, and French commissioners called at the legation, and while 
comparing information regarding the situation, Mr, Damon, the newly 
appointed minister of finance, arrived and stated that it was tlie de- 
sire of His Majesty's ministws to meet the foreign representatives at 
once. It was deemed advisable to comply with this request without 
delay. On meeting the ministers they stated that they desired to fully 
inform us of their contemplated action in the present emergency, and 
that they had determined to occupy the tops of the buildings command- 
ing a view of the palace grounds, with sharpshooters, for the purpose 
of preventing the use of the cannon which were known to he in the pos- 
session of the insurgents inside the walls inclosing the palace grounds, 
gradually surround and finally dislodge them with other forces. 

After learning the intention of the G-overnment to operate at once 
with an armed force, I suggested the propriety of Mr. Damon, one of 
tJie members of the cabinet who speaks thenativelanguage, endeavor- 
ing to communicate with Mr. Wilcox, the leader of the insurgents, 
and ascertain, if possible, theeauaeof his action and what his demands 
were, if any ; then if Mr, Damon failed, that the representatives of for- 
eign powers endeavor to obtain an interview with Wilcox, and by their 
good ofdces eftfect apeaceftil settlement if possible. 

This was cordially agreed to byaU andthe representatives withdrew 
with the understanding that Mr. Damon would inform us of the result 
of his mission. In about one-half hour Mr. Damon reported to me at 
the legation that Mr. Wilcox refused to receive any communication 
from him whatever, and that while he was seeking to communicate with 
him firing commenced; he deemed it not only imprudent, but suicidal 
tor anyone to attempt to approach the palace grounds on a peace 



At this juncture, as the report of small arms and cannon came from 
the palace grounds and immediate vicinity quite rapidly, and as mauy 
with alarm were coming to the legation, I at once requested Com- 
mander Woodward to send to the legation a body of marines, which 
request lie promptly comijlied with. 

The appearance of the marines on the streets and at the legation 
had a very favorable effect on the populace. Soon the report of the 
large guns ceased by reason of the inability of the insurgents to oper- 
ate them in the presence of the fire of the sharpshooters on the tops 
of the surrounding buildings. 

The "bungalow" mentioned in the newspaper account and into which 
the uisurgeuts retreated is a frame building situated in the corner of 
the palace grounds sometimes used by the King as a dwelling and for 
offices. 

The palace square comprises about i acres, situate two blocks 
ftx)m the central business part of the city, and is entirely inclosed by 
a oonci-ote wall about 8 teet high, while the King's palace is situated 
in the center of the square. 
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In the afternoon, and as soon aa I ascertained from one of the cabinet 
ministers that an attempt would be made to dislodge the insurgents 
irom the " bungalow " before daik by the use of dynamite, and as there ' 
were large crowds of people congregated on the streets, I deemed it 
advisable to ask for the landing of the remainder of the forces &om the 
Adams before dark as a precautionary measure in the event any as- 
sistance to preserve order might be required, and to be immediately 
available in the event a conflagration should start. In this matter 
Commander Woodward folly agreed, and by permission of the minister 
of foreign affairs the forces landed about 5 o'clock p. m. Early the 
following morning all the men belonging to the Adams returned to the 
ship. 

The members of the cabinet and many prominent residents expressed 
much commendation of the prompt landing of fhe men, and remarked * 
upon the very salutary effect their presence seemed to have among the 
people on the streets. 

The U. 8, S. Adams was the only naval vessel in port. The British 
ship Bspiegle recently left under sealed orders on a cruise south. 

This disturbance at this time was wholly unexpected by the Gov- 
ernment officials as well as nearly every permanent resideirt. 

Although for several weeks it was known that Wilcox was endeav- 
oring to draw around him as many disappointed native political aspi- 
rants as possible, yet it was recently ascertained on what seemed very 
reliable authority that no overt acts would be committed prior to the 
next general election in February, when it was thought the present 
ministers would be defeated at the polls. 

However, the success of the Government in subduing the insurgents, 
it is thought, wUl draw some to its support, and the general feeling is 
that the Government wiU be strengthened by the resalt of the conllict. 

Immediately after the surrender of the insurgents the city was quiet 
and still remains so, while business is being transacted as usual. Aa 
to the exact number of the insurgents it is difficult now to determine, 
as some deserted in the early morning. About 80 prisoners were secured. 
No serious casualties occurred except to the insurgents. 

In order that you may be promptly informed of the principal facts a 
week in advance of the regular mail, I will forward by the steamer 
leaving here to-morrow a telegram, to be wired from San Francisco, of 
which the following is a copy: 

On July 30 linsucoessftil attempt by abont one hondred half-castes aud natives 
to oTertlirow Government and depose King. InBurreotioa eoppressed by Hawaiian 
Government withgut foreign aid. Six insurffents kiUed, 12 wounded. Order re- 
stored same day. Men from U. 8. 8. Adame landed by permission, to protect lives 
and property if found aeoeesary; afterwMds returned to ship. 

Before sealing this dispatch I shall inclose clippings firom news- 
papers giving latest intelligence, but wiU be unable to properly paste 
and arrange them. 
Trusting my action may merit the approval of the Department, 
I have the honor, etc., 

Geo. W. Meeeill. 
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Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine. 

No. 46.] TJkited States Legation, 

Honolulu, February 8, 1893, 
Sir: The Bemiannaal election of members of the Hawaiian legisla- 
ture toot place February 3, after several weeks of exciting canvass. 
The principal issue on the part of the business men and more conserva- 
tive and responsible citizens was in respect of treaty relations with 
the United States. These supporters of the proposed new treaty which 
they believe has been negotiated at Washington had the approval of 
the principal Government officials, though the cabinet is far from being 
vigorous and InSnential. The opposition, or Liberals, as they term 
themselves, composed mostly of the irresponsible white voters, half- 
castes, and of a large majority of the native Hawaiians, pushed their 
canvass, on three lines — a new constitution, opposition to the present 
cabinet, and hostility to the proposed treaty, though it finally hedged 
and disclaimed more or less in regard to the last. 

These so-called Liberals were led by Wilcox, the half-caste who was 
at the head of the revolutionary outbreak in July, 1887, and by C. W. 
Ashfordj the Canadian member of the cabinet, who betrayed and de- 
serted his associates when Minister Carter was trying to negotiate a 
new treaty in 1889. This Ashford has some ability, any amount of 
audacity, and is utterly without scruples, and has done his utmost to 
influence the prejudices and passions of the native Hawaiians. Both 
he and Wilcox secured their election as representatives from this 
island. The legislature is composed of i8 members, one-half being 
- nobles elected by property holding or income voters. The Conserva- 
tives and friends of the treaty have secured most all of the nobles and 
enough of the representatives to give them a decisive majority, suf- 
flcientjit is thought, to secure the approval of the treaty, even with the 
Pearl Harbor grant in perpetuity. Not improbably there may be a 
change of cabinet when the legislature assembles in May. 

There are increasing indications that the annexation sentiment is 
growing among the business men as well as with the less responsible 
of the ibreign and native population of the islands. The present polit- 
ical sitnation is feverish, and I see no prospect of its being perma- 
nently otherwise until these islands become a part of the American 
Union or a possession of Great Britain. The intelligent and responsi- 
ble men here, unaided by outside support, are too few in numbers to 
control in political affairs and to secure good government. There are 
indications that even the "Liberals," just beaten at the election, though 
composed of a majority of the popular vote, are about to declare for 
annexation, at least their leaders, their chief newspaper having already 
published editorials to this effect. At a future time, after the proposed 
treaty shall have been ratified, I shall deem it my official duty to give 
a more elaborate statement of facts and reasons why a "new depar- 
ture" by the United 8tat«j as to Hawaii is rapidly becominga neces- 
sity, that a "protectorate" is impracticable, and that annexation must 
be the future remedy, or else Great Britain will be furnished with cir- 
cumstances and opportunity to get a hold on these islands which will 
cause future serious embarrassment to the United States. 

At this time there seems to be no immediate prospect of its being 
safe to have the harbor of Honolulu left without an American vessel of 
war. Last week a British gunboat arrived here, and it is said will re- 
main here for an indefinite period, 

I am, sir, etc., JoHK L. Stevens. 

S. Ex. 77 13 
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Mr. Stevens to Mr. Blaine, 

No. 48.1 UwiTBD States Legation, 

Honolulu, March 8, 1893. 

SiE : In view of possible contingencies in these islands, I ask for the 
mstructious of the Depactment of State on the following, viz: 

If the Government here should be surprised and overturned by an 
orderly aad peaoe&l revolutionary movement, largely of native Ha- 
waiians and a provisional or repubUcan government organized and 

Eroelaimed, would the United States minister and naval commander 
ere be justifled in responding afBrmatively to thecall of the members of 
the removed Government to restore them to power or replace them in 
possession of the Government buildings ^ Or should the United Statea 
minister and naval commander confine themselves exclusively to the 
preservation of American property, the protection of Aaneriean citi- 
zens, and the prevention of anarchy ? Should a revolutionary attempt 
of the character indicated be made, there are strong reasons to pre- 
sume that it would begin with the seizure of the police station, with 
its arms and ammunition, aud this accomplished, the Eoyal Palace and 
the Government building, containing the cabinet offices and archives, 
would very soon be captured, the latter building being situated about 
one-third of a mile from the police station. In such contingencies 
would it bejnstiflabletouse the Unifced States forces here to restore 
the Government buildings to the possession of the displaced offlcialst 
Ordinarily in like circumstances the rule seems to be to limit the land- 
ing and movement of the United States force iu foreign waters aud 
dominion eselusively to the protection of the United States legation, - 
and of the lives and property of American citizens. But as the rela- 
tions of the United States to Hawaii are esceptional, and in former 
years the United States ofSciale here toot somewhat exceptional actiou 
in circumstances of disorder, I desire to know how far the present min- 
ister and naval commander may deviate from established international 
rules and precedents iu the contingencies indicated in the first part ot 
this dispateh. 

I have information which I deem reliable that there is an organized rev- 
olutionary party on the Islands, composed largely of native Hawaiians and 
a considerable number of whites and hal? whites, led chiefly by iadividu- 
als of the latter two classes. This party is hostile to the Queen and to her 
chief confidants, especially opposed to the coming to the throne of the 
half-English heir appEtrent, now being educated in England, and means 
to gain its object either by forcing the Queen to select her cabinet from 
its own members, or else to overthrow the monarchy and establish a 
republic with the ultimate view of annexation to the United States of 
the whole islands. A portion of this party mean only the former, and 
the other portion intend the latter. Failing to accompUsh the former, 
the most of the party would seek the latter alternative. I have little 
doubt the revolutionary attempt would have been made ere this but 
for the presence here of the United States ship-of-war. I still incline 
to the opinion that the revohitionary attempt will not be made so long 
as thei-e is a United States force in the harbor of Honoltila, but it 
would be rash to assume or assert this positively. Therefore 1 deem it my 
official duty to ask for instructions in view of possible contingencies. 
I may add that the annexation sentiment is increasing, quite as 
much among the white residents and native Hawaiians, and other 
workingmeu who own no sugar stock, as with the sugar planters. 
I am, sir, etc., 

John S. Stbvehs. 
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Admiral Brown to the Secretary of the Havy. 

Copy No. 27it.J Uhiteb States Ceuisbr San Feancisco, 
Flagship of the Pacific Stat ion, 
San Francisco, Gal., Be^tember 6*, 1893. 
Hon. Sbobetakt op the Navy, 

IS'avy Department, Washington, D. G. : 

Sir: At the time this ship sariledfrom Honolalu, on the 37th altimo, 
everything was extremely quiet. 

There is a strong sentiment existing in Hawaii, among the native 
Hawaiians as well as among the Americans and Germans, in favor of 
a change iu the form of government, looking toward the ulthnate an- 
nexation of the islands to the TJnitea States. 

This snliiect of annexation has been freely discussed by individuals 
for a long time, but until very recently there has been no combined 
concert of action. There now exists in Honolulu an organization com- 
prising the most prominent annexationists, which has for its object the 
formulation of some plan by which a change of govenunent can be 
affected ttuietly, and with the consent and cooperation of the Queen 
and the members of her cabinet and staff'. 

It is thought that the Qaeen will consent to abdicate in favor of a 
republican foi'm of government if she can be assured that a suitable 
provision will be made for her iuthe way of a permanent pecuniary 
eettJement. 

The organization I refer to will not countenance atiything of a revo- 
lutionary character in the way of force, but expects to be aided by the 
m^ority of the Hawaiians who now favor annexation without having 
any ideas of how such an event can be reached. 

A change m the present cabinet will certainly be made before the 
present legislature adjourns. There is trouble in obtaining a new cabi- 
net, because the reform parties can not agree on the men to go into the 
different positions. The liberal party is in the majority, and will not be 
allowed to have any voice in the question of the new ministry. 
Very respectftdly, your obedient servant, 

Geo. Eeown, 
Bear-Admiral U. 8. Navy, 
Commanding 77. S. Wa-sal Force, Pacifie Station. 



Mr. Stevens to Mi: 1 



No. 65.] United States Legation, 

ffonohiht; September 14, 1893. 
Sir : In my dispatch, No. 64, of September 9, 1 expressed the hope 
that I would be able to send the information by this mail that a new 
Hawaiian cabinet had been formed to take the place of the one so em- 
phatically voted out by the legislature, but the deadlock between the 
Queen and the legislature contiuaes. She has announced a new cabi- 
net, but it is so unsatisfactory to the legislative majority and the busi- 
ness men of the islands that it will undoubtedly be rejected to-day; 
but the vote will not be taken in time to send the information of the 
fact by this mail, which closes at 11 a. m. The Tahitian half-caste fa- 
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vorite of the Queen, tlie marshal of the little kingdom, and bis band 

of adventurers, still dominate the palace and defy the responeible men 
of the legislature and the islands. An associate of the half caste fa- 
vorite is an American renegade by the name of Whaley, a disgraced 
and expelled San Francisco custom-house ofScial, uow at the head of 
the "opium ring," and one of the supposed owners of the Halcyon, the 
notorious smuggling schooner which flits between these islands and 
British Oolumbia. This man Whaley has more brain than the Tahitian 
favorite. 

The better portion of the English residents are in substantial accord 
with the principal Americans in support of the legislature, and the 
chief German commercial houses and influential German residents are 
in full agreement with the Americans; but more or less of the English 
are so jealous of the strong American sentiment in the legislature that 
they support the Queen and the Tahitian favorite openly or covertly. 
The native Hawaiians, composing half of the legislature, are about 
equally divided. The unscrupulous adventurers of different nationali- 
ties — Americans, English, and Germans^ without character, and most 
of them without property — are with the half-caste Tahitian favorite 
and the Queen. A majority of the legislature and the best citizens of 
the islands are exCTcising remarkable forbearance and self-control. 

It is proper for me to say that just at this time Mr. Mott Smith, the 
present minister at Washington, is likely to be misinformed as to the 
real condition of things, for the rejected minister of foreign affairs, a 
native Hawaiian, of the Queen's supporters, still occupies the foreign 
office, and the American deputy would hardly dare to send any ad- 
vices to Minister Smith not indorsed by the acting head of the de- 
partment. 

The IT. S. S. Boston is in the harbor, and Capt. Wiltse will cooperate 
with me in exercising careful circumspection. In about twelve days 
from this I can send another dispatch. 
I am, sir, etc., 

John L. Stevens. 



Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary of the Kavy. 

U. S. S. Boston (Second Rate), 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, October 13, 1893. 
The Seceetary of the H"aty, 

S'avy V&pariment, Washington, D. C: 

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 14th of September the 
introduction in the Hawaiian legislature of a want of confidence res- 
olution in the new ministry resulted in a vote of 24 to 21 in favor of 
the resolution. 

The opposition claimed that the resolution had passed, but the min- 
istry declared it required a vote of 25 to pass, and the chair sustained 
them. As the question hinged on an interpretation of the constitution, 
the matter was referred to the supreme court, which decided in favor 
of the ministry. 

On October 4 an election was held to fill the vacant seats of two 
members. The ministerial party raised the cry of anti-annexation and 
were ardently supported by the British and other foreigners. Un- 
warranted attacks were made {in my opinion for poUtieal purposes) up- 
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on tlie TTnitcd States representatives by anonymous writers in the 
official organ of the (Government. The election resulted in a victory 
for the ministry. 

The British represdntativea manifest the most unusual interest, pub- 
licly, in all ijolitical proceediQgs. The action of the ministry, with 
possibly one exception, and of the English element, is plainly in oppo- 
sition to the United States. 

There is a large and growing sentiment, particularly among the 
planters, in tavor of annexation to the United States, but I am in- 
formed that the leaders do not think an opportune moment will arrive 
for some time to come. However, everything seems to point toward 
an eventual request for annexation. 

The political situation at present is more quiet and will probably re- 
main so until another resolution of want of confidence is passed, which 
is not likely in the immediate fiitnre. 

The financial question is the most important question to be met by 
the ministry. 

Very respectfully, 

O. C. WiLTSE, 

Captain, Commanding. 



Gapt. Wiltse to the /Secretary of the N'avy. 

U. S. S. Boston (Secotsd Bate), 
Sonolulw, Hawaiian Islands, October 30, 1892. 
The Seceetaet of the Watt, 

Jfacy D^artment, Washington, D. C: 
Sir : I have the honor to report that, since my last letter, on Monday, 
October 17, a want of confidence resolution was unexpectedly intro- 
duced and passed by a vote of 31 to 15, forcing the ministry to resign. 
The political situation is still unsettled. 

It is thought that the names of the new cabinet will be sent to the 
legislature by Monday next, October 24. If the new ministry is ac- 
ceptable to the majority, legislation will be resumed and affairs become 
moresettled. If, however, the Queen persists in consulting only her 
own inclmation, regardless of the wishes of the opposition, which is a 
large majority, it is difficult to predict what will be the outcome. 

1 inclose a paper giving an account of the proceedings, etc., when 
the want of confidence resolution was introduced. 
Very respectfully, 

G, 0. Wiltse, 
Captain, CommanAing. 



Mr. Stevem to Mr. Foster. 

[Cmfldential.] 

^'^- 72.] United States Legation, 

Honohdu, October 31, 1893. 

Sir : In dispatch 71 of October 19 I gave account of the rejection 

of the new cabinet appointed by the Queen in defiance of a previously 

expressed majority of the legislature. The deadlock continues. ' 

Though two weeks have elapsed since the decisive action of the legis- 
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latiire no ministers liave boeu deeignated 1 1 Jill the vacancies. The 
Tahitian favorite and the Queen still refuse to take the legislative 
majority and the leading business men of the iislaiids into their confi- 
dence. The palace is still thronged and surrounded by the worst 
. elements, and the responsible citizens feel that they are not welcomed 
as advisors. The Queen and the Tahitian have made several new 
ministerial slates with one responsible maji and three of the other kind j 
but no responsible man, so far, ca.n be found who will go into the 
cabinet with the three whom only a minority of the legislature will 
accept. 

Thus there is here, on a small scale, the old historic issue between 
autocracy and parliamentary responsibility. The foreign adventurers 
and renegades stand by the Tahitian favorite because he is the instru- 
ment which they can use, and he adheres to them because he needs 
their support. In the meantime the legislature is unable to do busi- 
ness and has been in session only a few hours for several weeks. If 
that body holds firm, the Queen will have to yield, and a responsible 
minority would probably be the result. The ultra- English influence is 
strongly with the half- English Tahitian fevorite and the Queen, for the 
one reason only, that the success of the legislative majority would be 
the appointment of a cabinet strongly American in sympathy and pur- 
pose. There are strong reasons for the belief that were it not for the 
presence of the American naval force in the harbor the Tahitian mar- 
shal and his gang would induce the Queen to attempt a coup d'etat by 
proclaiming a new constitution, taking from the legislature the power 
to reject ministerial appointments. 

The recent arrival here from England of T. H. Davies, the head of a 
strong English house in Honolulu, formerly a resident here for many 
years, has served to intensify the ultra- English feeling and to strengthen 
the American sentiment. This T. H. Davies having made hzznself rich 
under the sugar provisions of the reciprocity treaty, now resides in 
England and has a kind of supervisory care of the half- white Hawaiian 
crown princess, tor several years and still at school in England. When 
a resident here at the time the Pearl Harbor provision was pending, 
Davies strongly opposed that provision. He comes now with revived 
zeal against the Pearl Harbor concession. It is not thought that he 
has any encouragement to this course from the home Government of 
England, but that his course is his own, and that his zeal is increased by 
the Canadian Pacific Eailroad managers, of whom Davies is the agent. 
The desperate efforts of that road to save itself embrace the scheme of 
a cable, and Pacific steamer lines to Australia and China, including the 
design of antagonizing the interests of the United States in these 
islands. This involves the plan of controlling the Hawaiian monarchy 
through the present Queen and her favorite, and especially by the hav- 
ing m hand the crown princess, the general belief being that the 
present Queen will not live many years. Davies, who has this super- 
vising care of the crown princess in England, is a tory. Of course 
these facts, so apparent to intelligent observers here, are telling on all 
Mends of the United States. 

The other of the two principal English commercial houses here, 
older and nearly as wealthy as those of Davies & Co., is thoroughly 
A^nericanized and stands firmly against the efforts of T. H. Davies, 
and is for the United States on every issue. This house owns several 
hundreds of thousands (of dollars worth?) of property in Iowa and 
California, its head being father-in-law of Gen. Dimond, the head of 
the United States mint in San iVauciseo. 
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Perhaps it is well to state tlat it is the rumor here that the last re- 
jected cabiuet, only holding their places tiiitil others are appointed, 
have sent a dispatch to Washington asking the recall of Consul Gen- 
eral Severance. I do not credit this rumor. But influential parties 
have called at thia legation -who say that if any such step has been 
taken by thi» rejected cabinet, the American merchants and business 
men. as well as other leading citizens, will send a strong memorial to 
the Department of State against any such action of a dead ministry. 
I have not encouraged any such action in our behalf, believing it to be 
unnecessary. So far I am supported here by all the responsible Amer- 
icans and others to adegreemore thanlhadtheright to expect. This 
so much the more impresses on me the necessity of prudence as well 
as of firmness. To keep the Department of State well informed as to 
affairs here, I deem it well to give these particulars. 
I am, sir, etc., 

John L. Sxeteks. 



November 1, 1892. 
Names of the new cabinet sent to the legislature this morning. 
Besolution of "want of confidence" passed in one house, and thirty 
minutes after the names of the new ministry were read, and only 13 
votes out of 48 members of whom the legislature is composed were in 
their f^vor. The strongest ohi^otions are to the minister of foreign 
affairs and to the minister of finance — Joseph Mamohi and WUliam H. 
Comwell — both of them unqualified and very unacceptable to the more 
responsible men of all nationalities. As they will assume to hold their 
places until their successors shall have been appointed, they may at- 
tempt to do some sti'ange things. As Oornwell, for some reason, is 
hostile to the Ajnerican minister and to the consul-general, would not 
be surprised should he induce his associates to ask for our recall. 
Possibly they may hold their places one week, as the legislature has 
adjourned for six days to allow the Queen time to select their suc- 

JOHN L, Stetbhs. 



Ca^t. Wilise to the Secretary of the Navy. 

U. 8. S. Boston (second rate), 
Honolulu, Mmcaiian Islands, N'ovember 1, 1893. 
The Secretary oe the Navt, 

ifavy D^artment, WasMnffton, D. C. : 
Sir: Eespecting the state of political affairs in the Hawaiian King- 
dom, I have the honor to report that, after much delay, a cabinet was 
sent to the legislature to-day and was immediately voted out by a vote 
of 26 to 13. 

The legislature then adjourned until November 7, having yesterday 
refused to pass appropriation bills for the running expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. Meanwhile the salaries of all of&cials Ure overdue and must 
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The Queen persists in refusing to appoint a cabinet in conformity 
with the wishes of the majority, and it is possible that her obstinacy 
may precipitate a crisis. 
Very respectftilly, 

G. C. WlLTSE, 

Captaki, U. S. Navy, Commanding U. 8, 8. Boston. 



Capt. Wiltse to the Secretary 0/ ih^ Sa/cy, 

U. 8. 8. Boston (second eatb), 
Honolulu, Hawaiian Islands, Novemher 9, 1893. 
The Seoeetaet op the Naty, 

Navy Department, Washington, D, C -■ 
Sir: I have the honor to report that the danger of a political crisis 
in the Hawaiian Kingdom seems to have passed. 

The Queen has appointed a cabinet, after much pressure had been 
brought to bear, that is strong financially and favorable to American 
interests. The new ministry wiU probably be supported by the legis- 
lature, although much opposition has been aroused among the native 
members because they are not represented. It is doubtful, however, if 
the natives can secure enough votes to vote the cabinet out, though 
they would do so if possible. 

I am informed, from reliable sources, that the Queen had been 
strongly advised to dissolve the legislature and order a new election, 
which would have been unconstitutional, and which would probably 
have caused a revolution; but she was deterred by the presence of 
United 8tates vessels of war. 
I inclose paper containing editorials on the situation. 
Very respectfully, 

G-. C. Wiltse, 
Captain, Commanding U. 8. 8. Boston. 



Mr. Stevens to Mr. Foster, 

[Confldential.] 

So. 74.] United States Legation, 

Honolulu, November 20, 1892. 
SiE: Fidelity to the trust imposed on me by the President, the De- 
partment of State, and the Senate, requires that I should make a care- 
fril and full statement of the financial, agricultural, social, and political 
condition of these islands. An intelligent and impartial examination 
of the fects can hardly fail to lead to the conclusion that the relations 
and policy of the United States toward Hawaii will soon demand 
some change, if not the adoption of decisive measures, with the aim 
to secure American interests and future supremacy by encouraging 
Hawaiian development and aiding to promote responsible government 
in these islands. It is unnecessary for me to allude to the deep in- 
terest and the settled policy of the United States Government in re- 
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apect of these islands, from the official days of John Quincy Adams 
and of Daniel Webster to the present time. In all that period, we 
liave avowed the superiority of our interests to those of all other 
nations, and have always refused to embarrass out ireedom of action 
by amy alliance or airangement with other powers as to the ultimate 
possession and government of the islands. Before stating the present 
political condition of the little kingdom, it is well to review the sub- 
stantial data as to its area, its resources, its financial and business 
condition, its capabilities of material development, its population, the 
status of its landed property, its government, revenues, and expendi- 
tures, etc. 

PHYSICAt, DIMENSIONS. 

Tlie total area of the kingdom is about 6,000 square miles. Not In- 
cluding several small islands of little importance, the chief value of the 
land area is in the six islands of Oabu, Kauai, Maui, Molokai, Lanai, 
and Hawaii, the last named being nearly the size of ail the rest of the 
group. The plains, valleys, and lowlands are fertile, while the high- 
lands are adapted to the raising of extensive herds of cattle, horses, 
and sheep. The arable lands are adapted to iiie production of sugar, 
coffee, rice, bananas, oranges, lemons, pineapples, grapes and maize. 
Of the arable lands only such as are fitted for the production of sugar 
and rice have been much brought into use. The coffee raised is of 
superior quality, and finds ready market for home consumption and in 
San Francisco. There is no doubt that this product can be greatly 
extended. This opinion is sustained by the examination of experts 
and has been verified by successfiil results incofffee-raising, towhich 
there is now beijis gi\Tn special attention. 

The banana culture can be greatly extended, and the opportunities 
for the production of oranges are large and promising. Ripening at a 
time ill the year different from those of southern. California, the 
Hawaiian oranges can And a ready market in San Francisco, and es- 
pecially in the cities of Oregon and Washington, where the islands 
procure most of their lumber for buildings and fences, and from which 
they procure coal, the consumption of which will necessarily increase 
for use in the sugar mills and the supply of steamers. For a quarter 
of a century the profits of sugar-raising have tended to divert capital 
and enterprise almost exclusively to the caue culture, to the neglect of 
the other industries and interests of the islands. G-ood government 
and the building of necessary roads and bridges, the Goverament as- 
sumption of the " crown lands," and the conversion of them into small 
homesteads for raising . the crops already specified, would speedily 
stiTiiulate general prosperity aud increase the American and European 
fomilies and freeholders, and aid to constitute a large number of re- 
sponsible voters, thus giving stability to legislation and government. 

There are nearly 900,000 acres of "crown lands," and these, 
in the main, are among the most valuable of the islands. The rent 
paid for them goes to the Sovereign, and the amount of the income 
received is no doubt much less than it would be if these lands were 
owned and managed by private individuals. There have long been 
more or less abuses in the leasing of these lands, and it is well under- 
stood that the leases have been prolific sources of political favoritism 
and corruption. Well handled and sold at fitting opportunities, the 
proceeds of the crown lands would pay the national debt, provide ade- 
quate pensions for the two or three royalties, in ease monarchy should 
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be abolished, and yet leave a balance of considerable amount for a per- 
manent school fund. 

COMMEECIAL- AMD NAVAL IMPORTAHCB OP THE ISLANDS. 

The value of the Hawaiian Islands to the United States for- commer- 
cial and naval purposes has been well understood by American states- 
men for more than half a century. The examination of the Hawaiian har- 
bors and a careful consideration of their capabilities of defense, twenty 
years since, by Gen. Scofleld and naval officers, whose opinions are on 
record in the Washington departments, plainly indicate how import-ant 
these islands and harbors afe to the future American commerce of the 
Pacific. Even to a nonexpert the great value and the easy defensi- 
bility of the harbors of Pearl City and of Honolulu are unmistakably 
obvious. Only six miles from each other, with narrow entrances backed 
by a continuous wall of mountains, each terminus of this natural bar- 
rier reaehing to the sea, at relatively small expense these harbors can be 
impregnahly fortified against all attack by sea and laud. The harbor 
of Honolulu can now be enteredby ships drawingSO feet of water. But 
Pearl Harbor is larger and much preferable for naval purposes. It is 
only necessary to deepen the entrance by removing the bar of cpral 
fijrmation. This coral obstruction can be removed with comparative 
ease, and the expense would not be large. Opinions of practical men 
bece, who have had to do with these coral formations, as well as my 
personal observation, go to show how, readily it can be removed by 
modern explosiv^es and the improved mechanical agencies. 

With a large island between it and the sea, a capacious, safe, and 
beautifiil harbor is secured for American commercial and military 
marine just where the fiitnre greatness and the necessities of the United 
States imperatively reqiiire. Only those who have careftdly examined 
the vast resources of the American Pacific States, and considered that 
nearly t'Wo-flffchs of the immense area of the United States, through the 
transcontinental railways and by rivers and sounds, outlet on the Pa- 
cific, and have studied the data surely pointing to the vast future com- 
merce of this western world, can adequately appreciate the importance 
of these hacbors to the American nation, and the necessity of securing 
them against foreign rivals. If we neglect them the present occupants 
must suffer, and their necessities will force them in directions unfriendly 
to American interests. Circumstances are pressing, and no time should 
be lost in looking at the facts as they really exist. The strong inclinar; 
tion of several European powers to gain possession of aU the islands in 
the Pacific, except such as areexpressly protected by the United States, 
is plainly shown by what has taken place in recent years. 

The seizure of Gilbert, Johnson, and other islands, in the past few 
months, and what recently transpired in regard to Samoa, emphatically 
show that England certainly has not moderated her policy in the indi- 
cated regard, to which course the Canadian Government is undoubtedly 
the inspiring cause. The enormous cost of the C^iadian Pacific Eail- 
way impels its managers to make the most desperate efforts to secure 
freight and passengers, and hence its aggressive plans to secure Pacific 
commerce and to gain political and oonimercial influence in these islands. 
The scheme of a British cable from Vancouver via Honolulu, as weU as 
to Japan and China, and of establishing commercial and mail lines of 
steamers on the same routes, is not an idle dream. Powerful agencies 
are already working to these ends, and to effectively safeguard Ameri- 
can interests on the Pacific and in these islands there is no time for 
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hesitation and delay. If the United States Government does not very 
promptly provide for laying a cable from San Francisco or San Diego 
to Honolulu or Hilo, it may be regarded as certaia that a cable will be 
Jaid by British capital and be controlled by British managers. Pearl 
Harbor for a coaling station and an Americfln cable between California 
and Hawaii are of immediate importance to American commercial and 
naval interests and to the maintenance of American influence on these 
islands. 

THE GOVERNMKNT OP THE ISLAWRS. 

A question of vital importance to Hawaii and of American interest 
in and care for its fixture is that of its government. There has been in 
the last twenty years a great change in the political status of things 
here. Formerly the facts and circumstances appertaining to govern- 
ment on these islands were essentially different from what they are to- 
day. Then the population was chiefly native Hawaiian. The natives 
had long lived under a kind of feudal system, with rigid laws and cns- 
toms, which gave to the numerous chiefs and the King absolute despotic 
power. The wisdom and the religions zeal of the Christian mission- 
aries enabled them to acquire and exercise a strong influence for good 
over the chiefs and King as well. Thus a system of government and 
laws were established which were a great improvement on the former 
condition of things. The general good character of the men who eftfect- 
ively aided the Hawaiian monarcli to carry on the Government for 
years secured fairly successful administration of law and the mainte- 
nance of public order at limited cost, the public revenues being small. 
But the numerous Hawaiian chiefs are in their graves. Their families 
are extinct. The original native Hawaiiaus are now so decimated as 
to number less than two-fifths of the population of the islands. 

The coining to the throne of the late King Kalakaua in 1873 was by 
legislative election, and but for the presence in the harbor and on shore 
of American marines and sailors, of the United States vessels of war, he 
would have failed to secure his crown against a determined mob in the 
interest of another aspirant. The great prosperity of the islands nnder 
the reciprocity treaty, stimulating the production of sugar, leatling to 
a large American, European, and Asiatic immigration, caused a large 
increase of tlie Government revenues. This ■prosperous state of things 
also soon resulted in a large increase of the Government espenditares, 
in the addition of new offlces, a large augmentation of salaries, thus 
stimulating the desire for oflcial places and patronage, exciting the 
greed of adventurous and too often unworthy political partisans. Easy 
going, unused to and incapable of safe and economical administration, 
the King, Kalakaua, too often, in his seventeen years of reign, fell into 
the hands of unscrupulous associates and advisers. The Government 
expenditures soon reached figures much above what the area and popu- 
lation of the little kingdom justified. But so long as the greatproflts 
of sugar-raising under the American tariff flowed into the islands, the 
excessive Government expenses could be paid without the principal 
taxpayers very sensibly realizing the burden. 

'Hie adoption of a new constitution in 1887, taking from the King 
much of his former power and establishing legislative and ministerial 
responsibility, effected a beneficial change. Bat the great reduction of 
the profits ot eugar-raising, rendering some of the plantations nearly 
worthless, and greatly lessening the income and market value of the 
others, has brought a condition of affairs which compels all the reflect- 
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irtg and reaponsible citiaens to see that the present e"^pensesof the 
Government are -iniieli beyond what the islands can i>ay and much 
higher than wise legislation and proper economic administration re- 
quire. Bat the diffienlty of getting out of the old grooves, of scaling 
down salaries, and abolishing useless offices is hard to overcome, 
Nearly one-half of the population of the country Jiave no voice in politi- 
cal aft'airs, unless exerted through corruption and briliery. The voting 
population is made up of sever^ nationalities — Hawaiian, Portuguese, 
American, English, German, and others, the more intelligent and re- 
sponsible of these generally acting together safficientjy to exercise a 
beneficial influence on legislation and administration. But the palace 
pa^nf^e and influence are still considerable, coating the country more 
than it is able to pay and returning to the country no positive advan- 
tages. 

Directly and indirectly, the palace probably costs the little Isingdom 
$150,000 per year. A governor, at ^6,000 a yeai', acting in harmony 
with the responsible men of the legislature, would be fiir better for 
the islands than the present monarchical Government. In truth, the 
monarchy here is an absurd anachronism. It has nothing on which it 
logically or legitimately stands. The feudal basis on which it once 
stood no longer existing, the monarchy now is only an impedient to 
good government — an obstruction to the prosperity and progress of the 
islands. Incapable of comprehending the principles of constitutional 
government, more likely to take the advice of unworthy counsel than 
of the more competent, the reigning Sovereign insists in dealing with 
what properly belongs to the legislature and to the minist«rs. Thus 
the palace is constantly open to supei'ficial and irresponsible courtiers 
and to unprincipled adventurers of different nationalities. Instead of 
exercising a salutary influence on public affairs it is the center of mal- 
administration and of the most vicious tind of politics. It is now, 
and it has been for the last twenty years, and is always likely to be, a 
fruitful source of public demoralization. 

It may be asked why do not the people of the islands at once reform 
this state of things? There is a considerable number of intelligent, 
energetic, and excellent citizens, of the different nationalities,^ in pos- 
session of the elective franchise. They are largely Americanized in 
their opinions and manners. They are sympathetic with American 
institutions. This is so of the Portuguese, the Germans, more or less 
of the English, and of the native Hawaiians and half- whites, as well as 
of the most of those of American parentage. But these unaided and 
alone can not well make the necessary changes in the existing condilion 
of things. As a crown colony of Great Britian, or a Territory of the 
United States, the government modifications could be made readily, and 
good administration of the laws secured. Destiny and the vast future 
interests of the United States in the Pacific clearly indicate who, at no 
distant day, must be responsible for the government of these islands. 
Under- a territorial government they could be as easily govenied as auy 
of the existing Territories of the United States. 

The men qualified are here to carry on good government, provided 
they have the support of the Government of the United States. Why 
not postpone American possession i! Would it not be just as well for 
the United States to take the islands twenty-flve years hence! Facta 
and obvious probabilities wiU answer both of these interrogations. 
Hawaii has reached the parting of the ways. She must now take the 
road which leads to Asia, or the other, which outlets her in America, 
gives her an American civilization and binds her to the care of American 
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destjny. The nonaction of the American Government here in thirty 
years will make of Hawaii a SiDgapote, or a Hongkong, which could 
be governed as a British colony, but would be nnflt to be an American 
Territory or an American Stateunder our conBtitntiona] system. If the , 
American flag floats here at no distant day, the Asiatic tendencies can 
be arrested and controlled without retarding the material development 
of the islands, bat snrely advancing their prosperity by diversifying 
and expanding the indastries, building roads and bridges, opening the 
public lands to small farmers from Europe and the United States, thus 
increasing the responsible voting popnlation, and constituting a solid 
basis for American methods of government. 

Two-fiffchs of the people now here are Chinese and Japanese. K the 
present state of things is allowed to go on the Asiatics will soonlargely 
preponderate, for the native Hawaiians are now decreasing at the rate 
of nearly one thousand per year. At the present prices of sugar, and 
at the prices likely to hold in the iutnre, sugar-raising on these island 
can be continued only by the cheapest possible labor — that of thfe 
Japanese, the Chinese, and the Indian coolies. Americanize the is- 
lands, assume control of the " crown lands," dispose of them in small 
lota for actual settlers and freeholders for the raising of coftee, oranges, 
lemons, bananas, pineapples, and grapes, and the result soon will be to 
give permanent preponderance to a popnlation and a civilization which 
will make the islands like southern California, and at no distant period 
convert them into gardens and sanitariums, as well as supply stations 
for American commerce, thus bringing everything here into harmony 
with Americku life and prosi)erity. To postpone American action 
many years is only to add to present unfavorable tendencies and to 
make future possession more difficult. 

It is proper to consider the following facts: The present Sovereign 
is not expected to live many years. The princess heir apparent has 
always been, and is likely always to be, under English influence. Her 
fatber is British in blood and prejudices, firmly intrenched here as col- 
lector of customs, an important and influential office. She has been 
for some years and still is in England; her patron there who has a 
kind of guardianship of her, T. H. Davies, is a Tory Englishman, who 
lived here many years, who still owns large property in the islands, 
and is a resolute and persistent opponent of American predominance, 
bitterly denouncing even the American acquisition of Pearl Harbor. 
Mr. Wodehouse, the English minister, has long resided here ; his eldest 
son is married to a half-caste sister of the Crown Princess, another son 
is in the Honolulu post-office, and a daughter also is married to a resi- 
dent of one of the islands. The death of the present Queen, therefore, 
would virtually place an English princess on the Hawaiian thi'one, 
and put in the hands of the ultra- Enghsh the patronage and influence 
of the palace. 

In the existing state of things, with non-American intervention, 
these palace influences, skillfully handled, are nearly equal, frequently 
superior, to the power of the legislature. Add to this palace power, 
in British hands, the influence of an adventurous, impecunious, and 
irresponsible mob of "hoodlums" and there results a state of things 
which would put it in the power of Canadian and ultra-British schem- 
ers, with a subsidy fund of $50,000, to secure control of the legislature, 
and by prompt and vigorous action secure Canadian and British fran- 
chises, privileges, and rights entu'ely legal, to get rid of which would 
cause embarrassment and expense to the United States and her allies 
here. As is well known to the Department of State, Secretary Marcy, 
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with tlie appi'OTal of President Pierce and Cabinet, autlioriBed the ne- 
gotiation of a treaty for making these islands a Territory of the United 
States. Commieaioner Gregg was authorized to facilitate the negotia- 
tion by the promise to pay $100,000 for pensions to the King, chiefs, 
and other ofBcial persons, on condition that the sovereignty and prop- 
er^ of the islands should be transferred to the United States. 

Commissioner Gregg exceeded his instnictious by stipulating to pay, 
in aU, three tim^ the sum which Secretary Marcy named in his instruc- 
tions. These terms were deemed onerous and unacceptable by the 
Washington Department of State, and conseciuently the treaty was 
dropped, after all negotiations had been completed, the King finally 
being induced by his Scotch minister of foreign affairs not to sign it, 
though the King and cabinet had previously given their support to 
the spirit and terms of die negotiations and the conclusions reached. 
The embarrassments and objections that then existed as to the number 
of the royal princes and chiefs, the small number of the Ameiicaa pop- 
ulation, the want of ready communication with the United States, and 
distance from Washington, now no longer stand in the way of making 
Hawaii a well governed and prosperous United States Teriitory, The 
reasons for annexation in 185i were certainly much less adequate and 
pressing than they are now. 

THE EXISITING BUSINESS STATUS. 

It is well to consider the existing state of things here resulting from 
the change in the United States sugar tariff. Only personal observa- 
tion and a careful investigation of the facts can give an adequate idea 
of tbe severe blow sugar raised here has received. The production of 
sugai' being the main business of the islands, the great reduction of 
the market price has effected powerfully the entire affairs and condi- 
tion of the islands. I think it underestimating^the truth to express the 
opinion that the loss to the owners of the sugar plantations and mills, 
etc., and the consequent depreciation of other proxierty by the passage 
of the McKinley bill, wise and beneficial as that measure is proving to 
be for the vast interests of the United States, has not been less than 
$12,000,000, a large portion of this loss falling on Americans residing 
here and in Oalifomia. Unless some positive measures of relief be 
granted, the depreciation of sugar property here will continue to go 
on. Wise, bold action of the United States will rescue the property 
holders from great loss, give the islands a government which will put 
an end *o a worse thaji useless expenditure of a large proportion of 
the revenues of the country, using them for the building of roads and 
bridges, thus helping to develop the natural resources of the islands, 
aiding to diversity the industries, and to increase the number of the 
responsible citizens. 

WHAT SHOULD BE DONE? 

One of two courses seem to me absolutely necessary to be followed, 
either bold and vigorous measures for annexation or a "customs 
union," an ocean cable from the Californian coast to Honolulu, Pearl 
Harbor perpetually ceded to the United States, with an implied but 
not necessarily stipulated American protectorate over the islands. I 
believe the former to be the better, that which will prove much the 
moi-e advantageous to the islands, and the cheapest and least embar- 
rassing in the end for the United States. If it was wise for the United 
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States, through Secretary Marcy, thirty-eight years ago^ to offer to 
expend $100,000 to secure a treaty of annexation, it certainly can not 
be chimerical or unwise to expend $100,000 to secure annexation in. 
the near fiiture. To-day the United States has five times the wealth 
she possessed in 1854, and the reasons now existing for annexation are 
much stronger than they were then. I can not re&ain from expressing 
the opinion with emphasis that the golden honr is near at hand. A 
perpetual customs union and the acquisition of Pearl Harbor, with an 
implied protectorate, mast be regarded as the only allowable alterna- 
tive. This would require the continual presence in the harbor of __ 
Honolulu of a United States vessel of war and the constant watchful- ' 
ness of the United States minister while the present bungling, unset- 
tled, and expensive political rule would go on, retarding the develop- 
ment of the islands, leaving at the end of twenty-five years more 
embarrassment to annexation than exists to-day, the property far less 
valuable, and the population less American than they would be if an- 
nexation were soon realized. 

It may be said that annexation would involve the obligation of pay- 
ing to the Hawaiian eugar-producera the same rate of bounties now 
paid to American producers, thus imposing too heavy a demand on the 
United States Treasury. It is a sufficient answer to this question to 
say that it could be specifically provided in the terms of annexation 
that the United States Government should pay 6 mills per pound — 
$13 per ton — ^to the Hawaiian sugar-raisers, and this only so long as 
the present sugar-bounty system of the United States shall be main- 
tained. Careful inquiry and investigation bring me to the conclusion 
that this small bounty would tide the Hawaiian sugar-planters over 
tliejr present alarming condition and save the islands from general 
biisiness depletion and financial disaster. Could justice to American 
interests in the islands and care for their ftiture welfare do less than 
thisf 

To give Hawaii a highly favorable treaty while she remains outside 
the American Union would necessarily give the same advantages to 
hostile foreigners, those who would continue to antagonize our com- 
mercial and political interests here, as well as those of American blood 
and sympathies. It is a well authenticated fact that the American 
sentiment here in 1890, the last year of the great prosperity nndOT the 
sugar provisions of the reciprocity treaty, was much less manifest than 
before the treaty had gone into effect, and less pronounced than when 
Secretary Marcy authorized the negotiation of the annexation treaty in 
1854. It is equally true that the desire here at this time for annexa- 
tion is much stronger than in 1889. Besides, so long as the islands re- 
tain their own independent government there remains the possibihty 
that England or the Canadian Dominion might secure one of the Ha- 
waiian harbors for a coaling station. Annexation excludes all dangers 
of this kind. 

Which of the two lines of policy and action shall be adopted our 
statesmen and our Government must decide. Certain it is that the 
interests of the United States and the welfare of these islands wUl not 
permit the continuance of the existing state and tendency of things. 
Having for so many years extended a helping hand to the islands and 
encouraging the American residents and their friends at home to the 
^extent we have, we can not refrain now from aiding them with vigor- 
ous measures, without injury to ourselves and those of our " kith and 
*kin," and without neglecting American opportunities that never 
aeemed so obvious and pressing as they do now. I have no doubt that 



d by Google 



192 



HAWAIIAN ISLANDS. 



^e more thoroughly the bed rock and controUing facts ton«hing the 
Hawauan problem are understood by our Government and by the 
American pnblic, the more readily they wiU be inclined to approve the 
views I have expressed so inadequately in this commnnication. 
I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

-r, ^ -.IT Ti John L. Stevens. 

Hon. JoHH w. Foster, 

y of State. 



B^OTB.— On the following pages will be found statistics from the 
Hawaiian census reports of 1890, touching the population, the different ' 
nationalities, the pnncipal property owners, the amount of Government 
revenues and expenditures. Government property, etc., whici '" " " 
educate the views I have expressed in the preceding pages. 



J.L.8. 
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